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about  80,000  inhabitants.  Tbe  great 
river  Moldavia,  upon  whose  banks  it 
stands,  separates  it  naturally  into  two 
parts,  which  communicate  with  each 
other  by  means  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient  and  magnificent  bridges  of  Ger- 
many, adorned  vpith  the  statues  of 
twenty-nine  saints,  and  with  a  strong 
tower  at  each  end.  These  natural  and 
principal  divisions  are  subdivided  each 
into  two — forming  altogether  four  parts. 
Those  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Moldavia 
are  called  the  Old  and  New  Town, 
(Altstadt  and  Neustadt ;)  and  those  on 
the  left,  the  Kleinseite  (Small-side,)  and 
the  Hradschin.  Prague  possesses  some 
churches  of  curious  architecture,  in- 
cluding a  fine  old  gothic  Cathedral ; 
but  its  molt  conspicuous  ornament  is  its 
University. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Tub  war  which  follo'wed  the  Heforiiiatioa 
in  Germany  had  reached  its  thirtieth  year. 
From  Bohemia,  where  it  commenced,  its  ra- 
vages had  extended  over  the  whole  empire, 
eveo  to  the  frontier  states. — turulng  Sourish- 
ing  provinces  into  deserts,  and  rendering 
once  opule^ citizens  beggars  and  fugitives. 
Bands  of  rolliers,  formed  partly  qf  the  tin- 
disciplioed  among  the  soldiery  and  partly  of 
those  who  had  lost  their  all  in  the  conflict, 
naturally  arose  from  such  a  state  of  anarchy, 
contributiog  to  heighten  still  further  the  eviU 
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of  the  long-continued  warfare,  and  to  assist 
in  the  destruction  of  that  which  the  war  had 
spared. 

Time,  however,  and  the  changes  where- 
to ail  earthly  things  are  sabject,  at  length 
materially  altered  iLe  original  character  of 
the  struggle.  By  degrees  passions  cooled 
down,  and  views  and  feelings  became  more 
moderate.  The  embittered  strife  of  opinion, 
which,  five  and  twenty  years  earlier,  would 
have  spurned  every  conciliatory  idea  as  inad- 
missible, nay  as  sinful,  now  began  to  lUten 
to  overtures  of  peace,  which  seemed,  indeed, 
after  such  long  and  determined  exertion,  ne- 
cessary for  both  parties. 

A  congress  had  been  silting  at  Osnabriick 
for  sev^al  years,  carefully  and  jealously  oc- 
cupied in  weighing  the  respective  rights  and 
demands  of  the  belligerents, — regarding  which 
lis  membecs  experienced  much  difficulty  in 
comiAg  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion ;  for  the 
holy  seal  for  faith  and  liberty  had  long  since 
degenerated  into  a  common  lust  after  con- 
quest, each  side  wishing  to  obtain  as  much. 
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and  to  yield  as  little,  as  possible.  During  all 
these  negotiatioDs,  the  Swedish  array  still 
lay  ill  the  very  heart  of  Germany ;  and,  utterly 
forgetful  of  the  proud  character  of  deliverers, 
aad  defenders  of  the  new  creed  and  of  Ger- 
man liberty,— in  whicb  light  the  heroic  Gus- 
tavus  first  announced  himself  to  the  world, — 
made  plunder  and  exaction  their  sole  object, 
and  contrived  to  render  the  Swedish  name 
at  once  dreaded  and  detested. 

Most  anxiously,  therefore,  was  the  con- 
clusion of  the  prelimiDaries  of  peace  antici- 
pated,— on  the  ratification  whereof  depended 
the  close  of  these  troubles  generally,  and  the 
withdrawing  of  the  Swedes  in  particular. 
Above  every  other  part  of  tlie  German  em- 
pire, this  was  especially  the  case  in  fiohemia, 
which  had,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  under- 
gone irretrievable  losses:  vast  tracts  lay  com- 
pletely waste;  whole  villages  had  vanished, 
and  the  inbabitanls  of  the  country  were 
greatly  diminished;  whilst  immense  treasures 
had  become  the  prey  of  a  foreign  power. 
Exposed  to  the  despoiling  vengeance  of  the 
r2 
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ably  of  original  geniuB ;  and,  therefore,  every 
way  adapted  to  awakea  the  dormant  energies 
of  Albert.  The  Father's  strictly  moral  life, 
pious  habit?,  and  candid  maaners  gained  him, 
also,  uoiversal  esteem. 

Such  was  the  man  to  whom  the  Duke 
entrusted  his  nephew ;  whilst  Le  himself 
kept  a  watchful  eye  over  the  whole  of  tbe 
youth's  studies,  and  the  general  tenor  of  his 
conduct.  During  his  hours  of  application, 
the  great  man  was  often  present,  and  took 
infinite  delight  in  watching  his  progress  in 
every  branch  of  knowledge.  He  even  oc- 
casionally took  part  in  the  lad's  sports, 
and  endeavoured,  by  the  direction  he  gave 
them,  to  rouse  within  his  breast  that  heroic 
feeling  which,  be  doubted  not,  slambered 
there,  under  the  veil  of  childish  placidity  and 
good  humour. 

But,  determined  as  Albert's  courage  shew- 
ed itself  to  be  on  every  occasion — and  how- 
ever delicate,  and  even  fastidious,  his  sense 
of  honour,  still  it  did  not  appear  as  if  his 
uncle's  career,    and    the  rapid   movements 
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of  a  military  life  were  the  elements  in  wliipL 
lie  would  delight.  He  displayed,  it  is  true, 
great  pleasure  and  zeal  ia  manly  exercises, 
in  every  branch  whereof  lie  received  d»ie 
instruction ;  but  the  silent  charms  of  the 
Muses  had  yet  mightier  attraction  for  him  ; 
and  what  wound  the  strongest  spell  aroimd 
his  fancy  was  exactly  that  which  was  most 
tare f ally  concealed  from  him. 

Father  Plachy's  astronomical  observalious 
were,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
inseparably  connected  with  astrology ;  oti 
which  account  it  was,  perhaps,  that  the 
choice  of  his  patron  bad  fallen  on  him.  The 
Observatory  of  Baltista  Leni  was  his  fa- 
vourite resort  at  such  seasons  when  he  knew 
his  pupil  was  under  bis  uncle's  eye,  or  other- 
wise safely  engaged,  Albert  soon  perceived 
that  there  were  secrets  in  this  occupation, 
which  he  had  an  eager  inclination  to  dive 
into;  and  once  finding  means  to  enter  the 
observatory  unnoticed,  his  youthful  mind  re- 
ceived an  indelihle  impression  from  the 
forms  of   the  planets,    (represented  as  so 
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many  kings  and  heroes)  the  mysterions  io' 
slruments,  and  tbe  unintelligible  figures.' 
Afterward,  he  was  incessantly  beffging  his 
uncle  and  tutor  to  be  allowed  to  enter  this 
world  of  wonders  and  profundity.  They 
cajoled  him  with  promises  for  awhile ;  but- 
both  loved  the  youth  too  well  to  keep  him.'l 
long  in  suspense ;  and  accordingly  he  waS' 
satisfied,  so  far  as  his  immature  appreheusioB 
admitted.  The  Duke,  indeed,  was  delight- 
ed at  this  trait  in  Albert's  character,  as  iti 
seemed  to  indicate  8  new  feature  of  res 
blance  between  his  nephew  and  himself..< 
Thus  the  boy  grew  constantly  dearer  to  him  ;^ 
whilst  Albert,  on  bis  part,  felt  the  truest 
attachment  to  the  hero,  who,  amidst  all  hi^ 
important  aff'airs  and  glory,  found  leisure  Cot' 
the  display  of  so  much  parental  solicitude' 
toward  him. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  head  of 
the  house  of  Waldstein  received,  for  tbe 
second  time,  the  command  of  the  imperial 
forces,  now  necessary  to  be  re-formed.  The, 
manner  in  which  he  used,  or  mis-used   the 
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power  thus  consigned  to  bitn  becomes  a 
question  that,  in  common  with  other  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  then  existing 
state  of  Germany,  belongs  to  history. 

Albert  had  remained  at  home  with  bis 
tutor,  enjoying  the  occasional  happiness  of 
hearing  from  his  uncle;  when,  in  the  midst 

of   his  felicity,    the    terrible    blow the 

sudden  news  of  the  Duke's  murder fell 

on  them — threatening,  in  its  consequences, 
to  blast,  for  ever,  the  fair  hopea  of  our  hero, 
(for  such  we  must  confess  iBm,)  who,  although 
cerliunly,  at  that  period,  too  young  to  per- 
ceive alt  the  consequences  of  this  event,  was 
yet  old  enough  to  teel,  long  and  deeply,  the 
loss  of  his  uncle.  His  parents  survived  the 
Duke  hut  a  few  years  ;  and  his  cousin  Isabella 
had  left  Prague  some  time  previously,  having 
formed  an  alliance  with  Count  Kauniz. 

Thus,  at  an  age  when  the  affections  of 
the  youthful  heart  expand  most  vigorously, 
did  Albert  lind  himself,  as  it  were,  alone  in 
the  world.  His  tutor  was  now  his  nearest  and 
dearest  friend ;  to  him  he  became  attached 


u 


with  all  the  ardour  of  a  warm  and  uadivided 
affection,  aad  sought,  in  his  society  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  sciences,  abstraction  from 
the  many  indefinite  desires  and  anxions  wishes 
wherewith  he  found  himself  agitated.  He  culti- 
vated, with  particular  zeal,  the  combined  study 
of  astronomy  and  astrology ;  and  when  Father 
Plachy,  some  time  after,  was  made  Professor 
at  Tycho  Brahe's  observatory,  Albert  was 
accustomed  to  pass  maDy  nights  there  in  his 
society,  dweUIng  constantly  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Father's  residence,  which 
was  in  the  Jesuit's  College,  in  the  old  town. 
It  is  true,  he  had  come  into  the  possession 
of  several  of  bis  uncle's  estates,  and,  also, 
of  the  palace  already  inetitioncd ;  in  which, 
however,  he  was  beset  by  loo  many  painful 
recollections  of  the  past— of  the  Duke — of 
bis  parents — and  the  happy  scenes  of  his 
childhood.  As  he  did  not  choose,  therefore,  to 
dwell  in  the  palace,  he  gave  it  in  charge, 
together  with  the  gardens,  to  his  uncle's 
venerable  steward,  Bertram,  merely  calling 
occasionally,  to  see  Low  affairs  went  on. 
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At  that  mournfut  pexiod,  when  the  country 
was  plunged  in  universal  distress,  he  did  ull 
in  his  power  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  his 
nabappy  dependants ;  and  thus,  dividing  his 
time  between  the  care  of  his  people  and  the 
study  of  the  sciences,  he  would  not  permit 
his  friends — not  even  Father  Plachy  himself — 
to  persuade  him  to  embrace  any  particular 
profession,  or  fill  any  Used  station  in  life ;  nor 
would  he  listen  to  any  proposals  of  entering' 
the  married  state.  Professing  to  read,  in  the 
mystic  book  of  the  stars,  the  prolongation  of 
his  country's  woe,  he  held  it  selfish,  under 
such  circumstances,  1o  cater  for  individual 
happiness. 

But  the  heart  puts  forth  claims  which  can- 
not he  wholly  waved  ;  and  from  his  dream  of 
6^ous  placidity,  the  ruffling  tempest  wai 
prepared  to  awaken  Albert. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

In  the  viciaity  of  Prague, — wbere  the 
ri?er  Moldavia  winds,  with  eddying  sweep, 
iront  east  to  west,  and  then  conliuues  its 
i-ourse  Dortbwar<I, — stands,  by  tbe  river  side, 
the  Castle  of  Troy ;  doabtless  indebted  for 
its  name,  to  some  comiptioa  of  a  Bohemian 
word.  The  surrounding  gardens  rise  imme- 
diately from  the  shore  ;  the  castle  itself  lying  in 
the  centre,  approached  by  a  double  Hight  of 
steps.  Before  it  flows  a  clear  stream,  divided 
into  two  branches,  and  opposite  is  seen  the 
beautiful  dome  of  Konigsburg,  in  Prague. 

Here  resided  the  Buron  von  Zelstow,  tbe 
last  of  a  noble  race,  which  (through  the  first 
wife  of  the  Duke  of  Friedland)  was  allied  to 
the  bouse  of  \yaldstein.     The  Baron  and  his 
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lady  formed  a  plain,  venerable  couple ;  and 
Albert,  lo  whom  every  one  was  dear  that 
bad  been  connected  with  his  uncle,  delighted 
occasionally  to  visit  these  old  and  respected 
relations,  and  always  experienced  an  affec- 
tionate welcome. 

The  Baroness,  feeling  the  advancing  weight 
of  years,  and  wishing  to  have  some  one  to 
assist  ber  in  her  domestic  concerns,  bethought 
herself  of  a  distant  relation  of  her  husband — 
(he  daughter  of  an  officer  who  bad  fallen  in 
battle  long  before,  and  left  bis  wife  and  child 
in  needy  circumstances.  The  widow,  after 
the  death  of  her  spouse,  bad  retired  to  a  small 
houtie  in  the  Old  Town,  where,  with  her  daugh- 
ter, she  hoped  to  lead  a  quiet,  industrious 
life ;  and  an  aged  clergyman,  belonging  to 
the  Utraquistic  party,  (long  since  suppressed,) 
who  bad  lived  during  the  time  of  the  schisms  in 
the  church,  and  had  in  bis  youth  taken  no  In- 
considerable sbaro  therein,  occupied  apart- 
ments in  the  same  house  with  Madame  Berka 
and  the  young  lady. 

Bowed   down   by  age,  as  well  as  by  the 
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storms  of  the  times,  tlie  worthy  ecclesiastic 
was  BOW  obliged  to  court  seclusion.  After 
the  White-hill  victory  had  brought  the  coq- 
tending  spirits  to  repose,  and  no  further  dis- 
putes ai'ose  respecting  difference  of  opinion; 
when  the  figure  of  the  holy  virgin  shone  in 
meridiau  splendour  on  the  steeple  of  the 
Thein-Church,  where  formerly  the  cup — the 
symbol  of  the  Utraquists — had  shone;  the 
faithful  adherent  to  his  youthful  opiuiona  de- 
rived some  consolation  from  dwelling  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  spot  where,  centuries  before, 
John  Huss  had  lived.  The  house  of  tbe  lat- 
ter (as  well  as  the  Bethlehem  Church,  wherein 
that  ardent  genius  was  accustomed  to  preach) 
afforded  a  melancholy  pleasure  to  the  old  man, 
who  had  no  longer  strength  sufficient  to  sup- 
portlong  journeys.  The  stillness  that  mgued 
around,  the  antiquated  appearance  of  the 
small  gloomy  dwelling,  and  the  irregular  form 
of  the  street,  all  harmonized  with  the  state. 
of  his  miud,  which  loved  to  take  refuge: 
in  solitude,  and  in  the  recollections  of  his 
vouth. 
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But  although  his  hodily  strength  was  de- 
caying,  his  mind  still  retained  its  wonted  acti- 
vity ;  and  the  beautiful  and  iotelligent  child 
of  hia  neighbour,  Madame  Berka,  appeared 
a  fit  subject  wherewith  to  occupy  his  leisure 
hours,  by  the  superinteudance  of  her  edu- 
cation. He  therefore  cultivated  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  widow,  gained  the  child's  good- 
will, and  in  due  time  made  Madame  a  polite 
offer  of  ^ving  httle  Helen  instruction  in  the 
chief  brauches  of  education.  The  mother,  as 
may  he  supposed,  gladly  consented ;  the  ar- 
rangement was  desirable  on  the  score  of 
economy,  and  calculated  besides  to  divert  the 
restless  temper  of  the  child,  during  many 
hours  which  she  herself  might  thus  devote  to 
Iwusebold  afiairs ;  the  circumstance  also  of 
the  old  minister  bein^  in  high  repute  for 
piety  and  learning,  had  its  proper  weight 
with  the  anxious  parent.  As  to  what  should 
form  the  Eubjects  of  the  instruction  afforded, 
Madame  was  not  equally  solicitous. 

Tn  this  manner,  then,  did  little  Helen  ac- 
quire a  great  deal  of  knowledge,  although 


and  noble  at  the  other  end  of  the  oitj 
to  enter  the  narrow  precincts  of  her  ow 
abode. 

The  arrival  of  the  invitation  from  her  reloJ 
tives  to  live  with  them  at  Troy-Castie  waa 
therefore,  hailed  by  the  young  lady  almost  a 
joyfully  as  a  messeng-er  from  heaven  wonl 
have  been.  The  mother,  too,  was  g 
to  see  her  beautiful  cliild,  wlio  possessed  s 
much  knowledge  and  talent,  removed  to  ( 
sphere  in  which  her  rare  qualities  would  e 
cure  admiration,  and  wherein  she  would  boj 
certain  soon  to  obtmn  a  rich  and  noble  suitord 
This  brilhant  vision  of  Madame  Berka  served 
to  console  her  on  separating  fronf  her  daugh- 
ter, who  promised  to  visit  her  frequently,  as 
the  castle  was  situated  at  so  short  a  distance 
from  Prague. 

By  the  Baron  von  Zelstow  and  his  lad]^  J 
their  juvenile  kinswoman  was  received  with  I 
affection,  and  treated  with  great  respect*  { 
They  did  not,  however,  at  first  find  in  her  the  1 
precise  individual  they  sought,  for  she  dis-  j 
played  neither    much    personal    attachment  I 
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towBrd  tbetn,  nor  the  requisite  subordiDatioD 
and  domestic  activity.  Helen,  in  truth,  was 
of  a  proud  spirit,  nor  bad  sbe  enjoyed,  with 
her  mother,  the  opportunities  necessary  to 
qualify  Ler  for  conducting  so  extensive  an 
Gstabtishmeot  as  that  of  the  Baroness  von  Zel- 
skow.  Still,  being  conscious  of  the  necessity 
of  conforming  herself  to  her  duties,  (however 
little  she  might  relish  them,)  she  soon  mani- 
fested considerable  aptitude  and  address : 
and  perceiving  how  important  it  was  to  her 
interests  to  preserve  the  good-will  of  her  re- 
iBtives,  she  earnestly  set  about  securing  it. 
Thus,  in  course  of  time,  their  new  inmate 
became  of  great  service  in  various  respects ; 
above  all,  her  society  tended  to  enliven  the 
advancing  years  of  the  old  people,  by  bringing 
into  their  narrow  and  quiet  circle  new  sub- 
jects of  coutemplation,  and  causing  the  ac- 
cession of  many  youthful  visitors,  attracted 
by  Helen's  beauty  and  accomplishments. 

Among  the  young  nnen  whose  visits  at  the 
castle  became  now  much  more  frequent,  the 
most  prominent  was   Albert  von  Waldstein. 
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He  was  accompamed  by  his  frleDcl  and 
almost  inseparable  companion,  tlie  Baron 
von  Wulden,  of  a  rich  and  noble  house,  but 
distinguished  neither  by  so  brilliant  a  name 
nor  so  fine  3  figure  as  Waldstein.  Albert 
and  Leopold,  (such  was  the  young  Baron's 
name,)  although  intimate  friends,  were  dif- 
ferent in  character;  jet  even  their  rivalry,  as 
admirers  of  Helen,  did  not  diminish  their  good 
understanding.  Leopold's  heart  had  been 
inflamed  at  first  sight  of  the  fascinating  girl ; 
but  his  passion  exploded  In  harmless  effer- 
vescence. On  Albert  she  produced  a  less 
violent,  but  profounder  impression.  The 
majestic  figure  of  Helen,  her  shape,  her 
cheek — whereon  were  blended  the  lily  and 
the  rose — her  luxuriant  dark  tresses,  which 
played,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
period,  in  rich  ringlets  about  the  face  and 
neck,  and  fell  upon  her  snowy  shoulders ; 
and  her  piercing  black  eyes,  apparently  de- 
manding obeisance  as  they  glanced  around  : 
such  a  combination  of  charms  could  not  fail 
to  have  arrested  the  most  ordinary  beholder ; 
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and  Albert  was  not  formed  to  be  sucb. 
Witb  bim,  emotion,  if  it  was  produced  at  all, 
opectted  powerfully.  On  a  nearer  acquaint- 
aaae,  too,  bo  perceived  sucb  marks  of  bigh- 
iniAdedDess  in  tbe  lovely  girl,  combined  witb 
50  mucb  dignity  of  manner,  tbat  sbe  gradually 
assumed,  in  bis  estimation,  tbo  character  of 
a  goddess — wbom  he  might,  indeed,  honour, 
but  whose  love  he  could  scarcely  hope  to 
obtain. 

Tbe  youth,  on  bis  first  introduction,  bad 
particolarly  attracted  Helen's  ootice :  and, 
in  truth,  tbe  nephew  of  tbe  great  Duke  of 
Friedland — tbe  lord  of  so  many  estates — the 
descend  ant  of  a  house  which,  from  the 
earliest  periods,  bad  connected  itself  with 
the  annals  of  the  country,  was  well  qualified 
to  fix  tbe  attention  of  any  young  lady,  bow- 
ever  fastidious.  But  let  us  not  do  injustice  to 
the  fab  object  of  admiration — which  we  should, 
were  we  to  insinuate  that  it  was  merely 
these  accidental  circumstances  which  gave 
Albert  all  bis  value  in.  ber  eyes.  The  rare 
accomplishments  of  bis  mind,  bis  noble  sen- 
VOL.  I.  c 
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rouDcl  of  honsehold  duties — these  would,  ia 
her  estimation,  be  of  little  importance,  in  ' 
comparison  with  the  world,  pomp,  display, 
and  power.  And,  on  these  accounts,  youngs 
Wulden  would  be  a  much  more  suitable 
companion  for  the  girl ;  as,  bein^  of  a 
cheerful  and  happy  disposition  himself,  he 
would  not  object  to  her  sharing  fully  in  the 
tempting  fascinations  of  courtly  life,  while 
he  would  give  himself  very  little  trouble  about 
her  airs  or  contrary  humours  at  home." 

In  this  judgement,  the  old  Baron  was  not 
wrong.  The  tempers  of  Albert  and  Helen 
were,  in  reality,  too  strongly  contrasted  to 
admit  the  growth  of  any  unanimity  of  feeling. 
The  arrogant  and  haughty  tone  of  the  latter 
found  no  corresponding  echo  in  the  bosom 
of  Waldstein ;  nor  was  the  sombre,  but 
elevated  complexion  of  his  mind  at  all  con- 
sonant with  hers.  Her  veneration  for  the 
memory  of  his  uncle — almost  the  only  senti- 
ment they  had  in  common — was  founded  on 
reasons  widely  distinct  from  Albert's;  and 
thus,  even  upon  that  ground,  they  did  not  long 
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meet  barmoniously.  In  fact,  Helen's  hastily- 
formed  passion  gradually  died  away.  Yet 
the  parity  of  Albert's  mind,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  sentiments,  conld  not  cease  to  inspire 
her  with  respect,  nor  his  amiable  manners  to 
ensure  her  cordial  esteem. 

On  the  part  of  Albert,  this  inequality 
of  mind  was  productive  of  indescribable 
pain :  for,  although  he  might  not  approve  of 
all  Helen's  conduct,  be  still  discerned,  in 
her  very  errors,  strength  and  loftiness  of  in- 
tellect. This  state  of  things  continued  for 
some  months,  until  an  evident  change  was 
wrought  in  the  yonng  lady  by  a  singular 
occurrence. 

She  had  accustomed  herself,  as  already 
mentioned,  to  attend  the  secret  meetings  of 
ber  fellow -be  lie  vers ;  and,  even  while  at 
Troy  Castle,  had  frequently,  under  pretence 
of  visiting  her  mother,  enjoyed  this  facility. 
She  was  thus  present,  on  a  religious  festival, 
when  a  numerous  congregation  assembled  to 
celebrate  the  day,  and  to  partidie  of  the  holy 
commanion.     Whilst  thus  engaged,    Helen 
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in  the  Old  Town,  she  fancied  she  beheld  the 
figure  of  the  stranger  on  the  walls,  silently 
pursuing  her  steps.  Her  heart  beat  anxiously 
at  the  thoug-ht,  yet  she  dared  not  look  around 
her,  although  she  imagined  that  she  heard 
his  firm  and  manly  step  on  the  stones,  toge- 
ther with  the  rattling  of  the  heavy  sword 
betted  round  his  waist.  She  involuntarily 
quickened  her  pace,  hastened  across  the 
equare,  and  passed  the  crowd  to  her  mother's 
house.  As  she  glided  through  the  dark 
passage  leading  to  tlie  door,  she  ventured  to 
cast  a  glance  behind  her,  when  suddenly 
the  tall,  commanding  shape  that  had  haunted 
her  fancy  stood  bodily  before  the  house,  as 
if  engaged  in  deep  conversation  with  some 
companion,  and,  most  probably,  the  subject 
was  none  other  than  herself!  She  was  so 
absent  and  confused  on  her  entrance,  that 
her  mother  perceived  it ;  but  Helen  was  at 
no  loss  for  an  excuse,  and  easily  quieted 
Madame  Berka's  apprehensions. 

All  ber  thoughts  were  now  bent  on  learn- 
ing something  about  the  stranger.  This,  how- 
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ever  was  difficult  of  accomplishment ;  lor 
oeither  in  Prague,  nor  at  the  castle,  coald 
she  venture  to  allude  to  the  place  or  occa- 
sion of  her  meeting  with  him ;  and  she  was, 
consequently,  forced  to  wait  till  accident 
or  successful  stratag'sm  should  procure  tlie 
nished-for  information. 

At  Easter,  Helen  again  found  an  oppur- 
tuuily  of  visiting  her  mother  and  the  meeting- 
house, at  which  latter,  she  indulged  an  ex- 
peetation  of  again  seeing  the  object  of  Iiev 
sm^ety;  nor  was  she  disappointed.  His 
appearance  alone  spoke  more  than  she  could 
have  hoped  to  learn  by  any  inquiry.  He  wore 
a  rich  and  splendid  uniform,  similar  to  that 
of  the  Austrian  service.  The  sash  of  his 
large  basket-hilted  sword,  the  waving  feathers 
ij"  his  hat,  and  his  embroidered  cloak  and  vest, 
all  proclaimed  his  rank  to  be  that  of  a  stall- 
officer;  with  which  supposition  bis  age  (ap- 
parently between  thirty  and  forty)  coincided. 
Helen  observed  that  liis  right  arm  reposed 
uselessly  within  the  folds  of  asaah;  and,  on 
c3 
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that  account,  his  sword  hung  (quite  contrary 
to  custom)  at  his  right  side, — seeming  to  show 
that,  even  ia  a  wounded  state,  he  still  knetr 
how  to  draw  and  wield  it  with  his  left  arm. 
All  this,  while  it  cunlirmed  Jlelen's  pre-coO" 
ceived  opinioii  of  his  courage,  produced 
within  her,  at  the  same  time,  a  tender  feeling'- 
ufinterestrespectiiigbismisforttiiie;  and  while 
thus  occupied,  nay  absorbed,  she  caught  the 
soldier's  gaze;  whose  face  was  straightway 
lit  up  with  a  beam  of  joy — his  stern  feature^ 
relaxing  into  a  hap pj  smile;  and  from  that 
moment,  Helen  felt  as  if  tliey  were  no  longec 
uukuowD  to  each  other. 

Herhslf-formedtiuticipations  were  realized. 
After  service,  the  officer  followed  her  as  be- 
fore, although  not  with  equal  reserve.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  square,  and  the  church- 
going  crowd  had  dispersed,  he  advanced  and 
greeted  her,  gracefully  and  respectfully,  iu 
tha  following  terms :  "  I  have  now  twica 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  our  assem- 
bly, and  therefore  do  not  account  myself  a 
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perfect  stranger,  and  you  will  excuse  mj 
greetiDg  yon.  Lady  von  Berka,  as  my  fellow- 
worshipper." 

"  Yon  know  my  name,  then,"  exclaimed 
Helen,  with  surprise. 

"  Who  knows  not  the  Lady  von  Berka, 
the  ornament  of  Prague;  aa  well  by  her 
mental  as  personal  accomplishmentsf " 

"  And  pray,"  rejoined  Helen,  blubhin^, 
nnd  embarrassed  at  the  stranger's  answer, 
"   with  whom  have  I  the  honour " 

"  My  name  is  Colonel  von  Odowalsky,' 
replied  he,  interrupting  her. 

"  You  have  served  in  the  Imperial  army  f" 

"  Formerly  I  did,"  he  answered,  in  an 
ironical  tone ;  "  but  they  find  1  am  no  longer 
Gt  for  service,  as  I  can  only  hew  my  way 
with  roy  left  arm,  (since  my  right  was  smash- 
ed by  a  cannon-ball,)  which  would  be  contrary 
to  all  military  rule." 

"  You  have  been  severely  wounded,  I 
perceive,"  said  Helen,  in  a  soft  tone,  "  and 
have,  no  doubt,  suffered  much!  At  what 
action  did  you  get  your  hurt?" 
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Colonel  Odowalsky  told  her  the  scene  of 
battle,  and  described  it  to  her,  while  Helen 
listened  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  show- 
ed, by  bee  remarks,  that  she  was  completely 
versed  in  the  history  of  her  native  country, 
as  well  as  acquainted  with  recent  events. 
Her  companion  beard  ber  observations  with 
asfoniiihment,  and  the  lovely  creature,  whose 
personal  beauty  bad  so  dazzled  him  before, 
now  enchanted  him  by  the  graces  of  her  mind. 
During  such  animated  discourse  they  arrived 
at  Madame  Berka's  house,  where  Helen 
stopt,  and  was  taking  leave,  when  Odowalsky 
exclaimed,  "  Now,  then,  I  must  part  from 
you — perhaps  never  to  see  you  more ! " 

"  We  shall  probably  meet  again  at  church," 
whispered  Helen,  io  much  agitation. 

"  But  when?  and  even  in  that  case,  bow 
limited  ranst  be  our  power  of  communica- 
tion ! " 

"  I  am  not  dependent  on  myself,"  replied 
Helen,  after  a  moment's  pause ;  "  my  time 
and  intercourse  with  society  are  not  at  my 
own  disposal.     I  am  a  poor  orphan,  and  must  I 
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parofaase  the  favour  of  my  relations  by  obe- 
dience." 

"  By  Heaven!"  exclaimed  Odowalsky. 
fervently,  "  this  is  a  situation  unworthy  of 
you,  lady !  My  heart  cannot  be  consoled  by 
aach  uncertain  hope.  I  must  see  you  again, 
and  soon."    He  bowed  and  retired. 

Helen  now  slipped  into  the  house,  and  her 
mother,  advancing  to  meet  her,  inquired  who 
it  was  with  whom  she  had  been  speaking;  and 
accompanied  her  question  by  tbe  remark,  that 
Helen  had  certainly  an  escort  home. 

"  An  officer  met  me,"  answered  the  young 
beauty,  "  as  I  came  from  church.  He  knows 
ns,  and  knew  also  my  dear  father.     He  calls 

himself  Colonel  Oden— —  Otto or  some 

such  name,  which  I  can't  now  recollect.  In 
Khort,"  added  she,  somewhat  hastily,  "  he 
was  a  fellow-soldier  of  my  father's." 

"  But  how  came  he  to  address  you  so  un- 
ceremoniously 2  Sure,  this  was  not  very  be- 
coming ! " 

"  He  recognized  my  features,  and  per- 
atsted  ID  guessing  that  I  must  be  the  daugh- 
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ter  of  Captain  voii  Berka,  from  ray  resenH 
blance,  as  he  said,  to  my  beautiful  motlier!'^ 

Ttie  flattering'  tone  in  which  Helen  pro- 
nounced this  made  Madame  forget  the  lecturw 
she  was  about  to  deliver,  whilst  she  tasked 
her  memory  to  recollect  the  name  of  hef 
husband's  comrade,  who  had  recog;nized  Ihs 
beautiful  daughter  from  remembering  the 
features  of  the  beaatiful  mother. 

Helen  returned  to  the  castle.  The  image 
of  Odowalsky, — his  conversation,  his  misfor- 
tune, his  mode  of  thinking, — were  the  con- 
tinual subjects  of  her  thoughts.  She  pictured 
him  as  po.ssessing  every  excellence  ;  and  in 
the  same  proporttoD  as  the  idea  of  him  filled 
her  breast,  did  Waldsteio.  Wiilden,  and  the 
long  train  of  her  other  admirers,  (among  whom 
had  been  for  some  time  numbered  the  Ba- 
ron von  Predetten,  an  officer  in  the  Coilo- 
redian  regiment,)  sink  into  the  shade. 

This  change  4n  Helen's  sentiments  became 
gradually  apparent.  She  was  now  thought- 
ful, absent,  fanciful.  Albert  bitterly  felt 
the  revolution,  and  feared  that  some  misfor- 
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tone  had  befallen  her  wLich  her  proud  spirit 
could  nut  bear  to  impart  to  her  relatioos. 
With  a  kind  feeliog  of  sympathy,  therefore, 
he  sought  to  gaia  ber  conlidence.  She  felt 
this  noble  conduct;  but  it  only  served  to 
heighten  tlie  tempest  within  her,  and  to  make 
his  presence  painful,  since  it  increased  the 
consciousness  of  her  injustice  to  his  merits. 
In  his  company  she  never  ventured  to  f!:ive 
free  scope  to  that  disdainful  air,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  her  other  suitors,  one  by  one, 
left  oflf  visiting  at  the  castle,  whilst  Predetlen, 
with  a  temper  wilful  as  ber  own,  meditated 
avenging,  by  her  humiliatioD,  the  cavalier 
rejection  of  his  advances. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Meanwhile,  the  Swedes  had  spread 
themselves  all  round  the  neighbourhood  of 
Eger,  taking  possession  of  Falkeoau  and 
other  places,  whilst  the  dailji  arrival  of  di»* 
uouragiug  news  at  Prague  induced  its  agitated 
inhabitants  to  sigh  more  wistfully  for  the  final 
conclusion  of  peace. 

Waldstein  himself  had  also  received  the 
most  melancholy  accounts  from  several  of  hia 
estates ;  and  was  on  the  point  of  proceedin{f 
across  the  bridge  leading  to  the  palace-gar- 
dens, in  quest  of  his  friend  and  tutor,  Flacby, 
who  was  passing  a  few  nights  at  the  obser- 
vatory, as  the  heavenly  bodies  were  just  about 
to  exhibit  important  aspects.  He  had  already 
done  all  in  his  power  for  his  poor  dependents, 
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for  whose  benefit  he  had  made  great  sacri- 
fices. Now,  he  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do ; 
and  thb  circumstaDce,  together  with  the  on- 
happy  state  of  pnblic  affairs  and  the  melan- 
choly produced  by  his  misplaced  affection, — 
plunged  his  mind  into  deep  gloom. 

Thus  wrapt  in  thought,  he  was  passing  the 
bridge,  when  suddenly  a  well-known  voice 
arrested  his  attention ;  he  looked  up,  and 
recognised  his  friends  Wuldeii  and  Pre- 
detten. 

"  Well  met,"  exclaimed  the  former; 
"  where  are  you  going,  Waldatein?" 

"  To  the  palace-garden,"  replied  Al- 
bert. 

"  Allona,  then : — we  were  just  looking 
for  you." 

"  Looking  for  me  \  And  what  do  you 
want,  now  you  have  found  me? "asked  Wald- 
Btein,  playfully. 

"  We  have  some  intelligence  to  commu- 
nicate," said  Predetten,  assuming  a  tone  of 
gravity,  "  which  will,  no  doubt,  surprise 
you." 
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"  Ah!  what  is  it?"  inquired  Waldstein, 
his  attention  awakened. 

Predetten  was  about  lo  reply,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  Wiildep,  who  said  that  this 
was  not  the  place  for  discoursing  on  such  a 
subject,  as  they  ran  a  risk  of  being  over- 
beard. 

"  Is  then  your  news  so  secret?"  rejoined^ 
Albert,  ■  I 

"  At  this  moment  it  is  so,  although  all- 
Prague  will  soon  resound  with  it,"  replied 
Predetten,  his  features  relaxing  into  a  smile. 

"  But  does  it  concern  me  ? " 

"  Ay!  it  concerns  you,  myself,  and  our 
friend  here ;  nay,  all  who  have  so  vainly  at- 
tempted their  fortune  vith  Helen  of  Troy," 
answered  the  other,  laughing  aloud  at  his 
own  jocularity. 

The  mention  of  that  name  produced  o^  , 
the  countenance  of  Waldstein  a  sudden  ex-' 
pression  of  gloom.  "  I  was  not  aware. 
Baron  von  Predetten,"  said  he,  "  that  I  badi 
ever  made  you  a  confidant  of  any  such  at- 
letnpls." 
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'  ■  Cerlainly  you  did  not  purpose  doing  so," 
returned  the  Baron;  "  but  jou  must  not  ex- 
pect that  people  will  consent  voluntarily  lo 
blind  themselves  when  in  your  society  and 
tbat  of  the  fair  idol  of  adoration." 

"  If  your  communication,  as  it  appears, 
have  reference  to  ibis  subject,  it  may  be  as 
well  forborne,"  answered  our  hero,  rather 
vannly. 

"  Oh,  as  you  please ! "  exclaimed  the  other, 
offended  in  his  turn :  "  I  can  reserve  ray  in- 
telligence ;  but,  sir,"  added  he,  proudly,  "  I 
cannot  brook  yourlofty  air  nor  insulting  tone." 
He  laid  his  hund  on  his  sword  as  he  spake, 
with  an  indication  that  could  not  be  miscon- 
sirued. 

"  I  accept  your  offer,"  cried  Albert,  whose 
blood  was  chafed,  and  who  prepared  to  draw ; 
bat  Wulden,  stepping  between  them,  en- 
treated both  to  be  calm.  '•  Waldstein,"  he 
iaid,  "repress  your  irritation:  be  assured, 
what  you  will  bear  will  tend  considerably  to 
cool  it;  aod  as  to  you,   Predetten,  considee 
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that  the  lady  has  not, — at  least,  as  yet, — 
given  us  any  reason  to  withhold  from  her 
name  proper  respect." 

"  Proper  respect!"  exclaimed  the  Baroni 
scornfully;  "  Oh!  oh!  respect  for  a  female 
who  plays  the  prude  before  her  friends,  but 
in  their  absence  allows  a  Swedish  efficer  to 
enter  her  chamber  at  night !" 

"  Who  dares  to  say  so?"  cried  Alberti 
a^in  makiug  a  motion  to  draw :  "  BartHi 
von  Fredetten,  I  demand  satisfaction  in  the 
name  of  my  relations." 

"  Immediately  i "  was  the  reply.  "  Let  oi 
proceed  to  the  Malchese  Square,  which  i$ 
ulent  and  retired." 

"  Come,  come!"  cried  Wulden;  "  ara 
you  mad — to  he  quarrelling  here  in  the  streetf 
in  the  middle  of  the  city ! — and  that,  too, 
for  the  sake  of  a  girl,  whose  conduct — be 
not  offended  with  me,  Albert — is,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  somewhat  ambiguous." 

Waldstein 


s  lip,  I 


:,  thoi^k  J 


his  blood  still  ran  riotously.     "  Welt,"   be  | 
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Mid,  after  a  short  pause,  "  do  you  speak, 
then;  bat  let  us  step  aside  into  the  adjoining 
street." 

They  did  so ;  and  Albert  was  informed 
that  Helen  had  now  kept  up  an  intimacy 
with  a  Swedish  officer  for  some  time ;  that 
the  latter  usually  crossed  the  Moldavia,  in  a 
tishing-boat,  at  night;  that  Helen  waited  for 
him  at  the  garden-gate ;  and  tliey  then  dis- 
appeared together. 

"  And  bow  came  yon  to  know  this  V  asked 
Waldstein,  with  some  asperity :  "  has  she 
miuie  either  of  you  her  confidant?" 

"  Scarcely;"  exclaimed  Predetten,  laugh- 
ing; "  but  listen  to  my  story.  A  fisherman 
on  the  banks  of  the  Moldavia,  below  Bu- 
chenetsch,  was,  some  weeks  ago,  accosted 
by  a  man  wrapped  in  a  huge  cloak,  who 
made  a  sign  that  be  wished  to  cross  the  river, 
at  the  same  time  holding  forth  a  doubloon. 
The  fisberman  was  rather  surprised,  but 
ferried  the  applicant  over,  and  received  the 
money.  Since  that  time,  the  same  person 
:e  or  twice  every  week,    makes 
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the  same  signal,  presents  the  same  fare,  and 
returns  toward  morning — when  the  fisbermaii 
is  in  waiting,    and,    on  a  signal  which  the 
iinknown  makes  with  a  pipe,  appears,  to  ferry 
bim  back.     So  much  for  the  first  part  of  my 
story.     Now  for  the  second.     It  is  not  an*  ■ 
known  to  the  people  io  the  castle  that  tU^  I 
youD^  lady   very     often    steals   out   of   an  I 
evening  to  lake  \aag  walks  in  the  garden,  at  1 
elsewhere,  and  does  not  return  till  morning." 

"  But  the    stream   has    two    branches," 
exclaimed  Albert,    abruptly;  "   their  meet- 
ings  would  seem,  therefore,    to   be  on  the    a 
island ;  which  renders  your  story  highly  im-« 
possible." 

"  Do  not  be  too  hasty,"  replied  Predettear. 
"  close  to  the  smaller  branch  of  the  i 
lives  another  fisherman;  and  1  know  that  be( 
also  has  occasionally  been  employed  (some- 
times at  night)  to  convey  a  person  from  Troy^ 
and,  at  other  times,  to  carry  some  one  I 
the  island.  So  much  for  part  the  third  <^.- 
my  story ;  and  mark  it  well." 

"  These   are,    after   all,    bare   assertioni: 
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the  story  wants  tiiat  connection  of  parts  «lucli 
can  alone  render  it  worth  v  of  credence," 

"  True,"  observedWuIden:  "  still,  enoagii 
remains  to  render  tbese  nig'bt-espeditioitt 
estremely  strange  and  equivocal." 

"  Bnt  where  are  your  procfM .'  The  io- 
fortnatioD  proceeds  from  (be  nxnitfaB  of 
ignorant  domestics,  who  are  always  readv 
to  circniale  evil  of  their  superiors." 

"  You  may  continue  to  doubt,"  replied 
Predelten,  again  wasing  wmtb,  "  as  long  af 
]ou  please;  as  for  myself,  the  lady  shall  no 
longer  make  a  fool  of  me  ;  and  I  am  deter- 
mined to  make  this  story  public."  So  saying, 
he  departed,  with  a  malignant  air,  and  left 
the  two  friends  to  themselves. 

Albert  remained  silent  for  some  time, 
his  eyes  bent  on  the  ground. 

"  Well,  wbat  do  you  think  of  all  tfaii?" 
at  length  inquired  Wuldea. 

"  Think!"  cried  bis  companion;  "  wby 
that  I  must  have  much  clearer  and  more 
certain  evidence  before  I  can  entertain  any 
tuipicioD  to  the  prejudice  of  Helen." 


WALDSTEIN. 

"  I  fear  you  will  be  obliged  to  yield  f^tft' 
to   the  charge   of   her  intercourse  with  i 
officer  of  the  hostile  party." 

"  But  how  (granting,  for  a  moment,  thil. 
there  is  such  an  intercourse)  do  you  knoW 
that  the  person  whom  she  sees  is  a  Swede? 
These  are  mere  assumptions,  to  which  gossip 
and  slander  would  fain  impart  the  dignity, 
of  truth." 

"  What  will  you  say  if  I  tell  you  that  1 
am  acquaiuted  with  the  man  by  whose  n 
she  sometimes  sends  letters  to  the  camp  i 
Konigsmark  ?" 

"  To  that  I  can  say  nothing.  Yet  all  thii 
may  be  true,  and  Helen  still  innocent' 
There  are  circumstances  which  must  be  takerf 
into  consideration." 

"  Granted:  but  there  are  too  many  well- 
connected  proofs  of  the  conduct  imputed  t 
her.  Her  changed  behaviour,  her  dejectioi 
of  mind,  and  absent  manner  for  some  time 
past;  together  with  Predetten's  intelligent 
and  my  own  observations.  None  of  thesti 
singly  convict  the  lady ;  but,  taken  togetheTjJ 
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Ihey  mutually  explain  each  other,  and  afford 
a  very  strong  presumption." 

Waldstein  made  no  reply;  and  tbey  slowly 
proceeded  on  their  way.  'Oa  their  arrival 
&t  the  palace-gate,  "  You  are  goiag  up  to 
the  observatory  ?"  said  Wulden, 

'*  I  seek  Father  Plachy,  to  whom  I  have 
the  painful  oSice  of  comtnnnicatiDg  unplea- 
•aot  news.  The  Swedes  are  committing 
great  havoc  on  my  estates." 

"  Are  you  indeed,  my  poor  friend,  doomed 
to  suffer  more  in  addition  to  what  has  been 
already  imposed  on  yon  hy  yowr  exertions 
for  your  tenantry?" 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  for 
them!"  sighed  Albert, 

"  There  are  but  few  landlords  who  would 
have  acted  so  humanely  as  you,"  replied 
his  friend.  "  Have  you  not  already  sacrificed 
one  half  the  sum  allowed  you,  for  your 
annual  expenses,  by  the  trustees,  in  order 
to  support  your  vassals?" 

"  Their  condition  is  truly  miserable ;  whilst 
my  wanta  are  but  few." 

VOL,  I.  D 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

From  whatever  point  it  is  viewed,  Prague 
— the  ancient  seat  of  royalty — affords  an 
imposing  picture  of  strong-built  bouses  and 
lofty  towers— with  the  royal  palace  id  the 
midst — far  above  which  rises  into  the 
the  dome  and  steeple  of  St.  Veit.  The  city 
is  built  upon  several  hills ;  and  between  them 
Hows  the  Moldavia,  on  whose  right  bank 
appears  the  Wisserbad,  where  stood  formerly 
the  Burg,  or  Castle,  of  the  first  Dukes 
Kings  of  Bohemia,  demolished  to  its  very 
foundation,  during  the  war  of  the  Hussites, 
by  those  wild  hordes,  out  of  hatred  to  the 
king ;  so  that  very  few  remains  of  it  are  now 
to  be  seen.  Here,  however,  are  still  visible 
(ome    portions   of    the   steps  by  which   the 
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beautiful  and  wise  Libussa  once  descended, 
on  her  way  to  her  balbiag-room ;  and  bere, 
also,  may  be  enjoyed  a  most  lovely  prospect 
of  the  city  and  river. 

Tboae  portions  of  the  city,  respectively 
denominated  the  Old  and  New  Towns,  spread 
along  the  shore  to  a  great  extent.  Innume- 
rable palaces,  churches,  domes,  and  towers 
elevate  themselves  above  the  mass  of  houses; 
and,  being  mostly  built  in  the  Gothic  style  of 
architecture,  really  have  an  effect  upon  the 
stranger  altogether  striking  and  uncommon. 
On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  are  various 
eminenceG,  or  connected  heights,  which 
bear  upon  their  summits  many  splendid 
mansions  of  the  nobility,  an  abbey,  and  the 
church  of  St,  Lawrence.  The  houses  bere 
descend  in  a  line  from  the  heights  to  the 
stream.  A  noble  freestone  bridge,  decorated 
with  various  statues  of  saints,  and  extending 
across  the  river,  unites  the  Small  Side  (Klein- 
seite)  with  the  Old  Towu ;  and  is  defended, 
ut  each  end,  by  a  strong  tower,  under  whose 
arches  the  road  is  conducted,     Eacb  of  these 
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towers  is  decorated  with  fine  carved  work,  ia 
stone,  of  the  city  arms;  and,  at  the  period 
of  which  these  pages  speak,  they  were  kept 
in  a  state  of  complete  defence,  so  as  either 
to  keep  the  eoemy  at  a  distance  or  to  increase 
the  diSiculties  of  his  passage  across  the  river. 
Such,  indeed,  in  its  main  oallioe  is  tbe 
aspect  which  Prague  bears  at  the  present 
day;  but,  at  the  period  of  our  story,  when 
the  two  noble  youths  were  gazing,  at  the 
caatle  entrance,  on  the  scene  around,  there 
were  several  parts  of  the  city  which  looked 
very  different  from  what  they  now  do,  and 
some  of  them  bore  traces  of  the  violent  scenes 
which  had  occurred  at  Prague  during  the  late 
times  of  civil  commotion.  Nevertheless,  tho 
picture  presented  in  the  soft  light  of  departing- 
day  was  so  enchanting  that  our  cavaliers, 
secretly  feeling  themselves  rivetted  to  the 
spot,  stood  with  folded  arms,  watchlug  the 
gradual  blending  autl  massing  of  the  objects 
before  them  in  proportion  as  the  twilight 
deepened.  At  length,  the  buildings  imme- 
diately adjacent  were  all  that  could  be  plainly 
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discerned.  Shadows  had  enveloped  the  trees 
«nd  gardens  of  St.  Lawrence ;  while  the 
small  church  on  its  top  and  the  towers  of  the 
Abbey  of  Strahow  withdrew  likewise  from 
observation,  notwithstanding  the  extreme 
western  sky  still  glowed  with  radiant  crimson. 
At  this  moment,  the  moon  starting  from  be- 
neath the  dim  clouds  of  the  eastern  horizon, 
and  clearing  the  buildiugs  of  the  New  Town, 
completed  the  magic  of  the  scene. 

Waldstein  was  absolutely  wrapt  in  ecstasy. 
Kecollections  of  the  past  rushed  upon  his 
soul;  and  the  aspect  of  the  stars,  now  spark- 
ling one  by  one  from  out  the  deep  blue  sky, 
led  him  back  at  length  to  the  subject  which 
bad  been  interrupted.  "You  ask,"  he  said, 
"  what  influence  the  stars,  which  are  at  such 
a  distance  from  us,  can  exert  over  our  fate  ; 
Can  you  assign  the  origin  and  first  cause  of 
those  many  changes, — some  of  a  depressing 
and  others  of  an  elevating  character, — which 
have  so  often  been  witnessed  in  this  beautiful 
citv  ;    There  is  no  effect  without  a  cause,  and 
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no  cause  but  is  followed  by  corresponding  re- 
sults ;  and  who  is  able  to  prove  that  these 
results  are  not  occasioned  by  the  influence  of 
the  heavenly  bodies,  which,  according  to  eter- 
nal and  immutable  laws,  speed  their  conrses 
above  us  ?  A  vast  and  incomprehensible  bond 
of  union  unites  them  altogether,  a  bond  id 
which  our  sotar  system  and  this  earth  are  un- 
doubtedly comprised.  By  their  position  re- 
latively to  each  other,  the  entire  circle  is 
regulated.  An  unknown  system  of  action 
and  re-action,  and  of  influences  inaccessible 
alike  to  our  mental  powers  and  to  our  astro- 
nomical instruments,  pervades  the  universe. 
All  forms  one  grand  whole,  from  which  no 
one  part,  be  it  ever  so  small,  can  or  dares 
disconnect  itself.  As  a  stone  thrown  by  a  boy 
into  the  Moldavia  extends  its  influence  over 
the  agitated  water,  in  circles  that  spread  to 
both  shores,  so  one  effect,  one  impulse,  reigns 
throughout  all  nature.  What  happens  at  the 
distance  of  millions  of  solar  miles  from  us 
acts   upon  us;  and  onr  globe  cannot  suffer- 
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flit;  Chang's  which  is  not  felt  by  every  other 
part  of  the  universe  at  the  same  time."— 

"  Hold!  hold!  you  make  me  giddy!"  ex- 
claimed Waldeu.  Waldstein  smiled  and 
paused,  while  the  other  proceeded.  "  What 
you  have  said  relatin^f  to  a  system  of  universal 
connexion,  I  have  not  perfectly  uuder^tood  ; 
yet  in  trath  it  does  seem  that  such  a  thing  is 
not  altogether  improbable.  Y oar  prophecies, 
however,  are  not  included  in  this  system, 
which  shows  nothing  more  than  that  whatever 
is,  is, — not  that  it  may  be  known  previous  tu 
the  event." 

"  And  can  you  not  imagine  that  those 
who  have  submitted  to  the  toil  of  learning 
the  language  of  the  stars  (by  whose  brilliant 
characters  the  Almighty  has  displayed  iu  the 
heavens  above  the  signs  both  of  the  future 
and  the  past)  may  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of 
still  more/  Do  you  not  perceive  that  the 
aspect  of  these  luminaries  at  the  birth  of  a 
man.  or  at  the  moment  of  some  great  eveul, 
may  act  with  decisive  inHuence  thereon '. 
Look  upward,    particularly  at  those  bodi€,« 
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nearest  and  most  immediately  connected  with 
lis — the  planets  : — are  they  not,  according  to 
their  nature,  hot  and  dry,  cold  and  damp ; 
some  of  fatal,  and  others  of  beneficent  in- 
flaence?  And  thus,  do  they  not  affect  the 
earth,  and  all  that  passes  on  it  1  Their  ascen- 
sion and  declinatioD  ;  their  elevation  above  the 
borizuii ;  their  places  in  the  celestial  houses 
of  the  zodiac ;  the  relative  proportions  of 
their  powers ;  the  ahsence  of  certain  stars 
which  are  situated  in  the  other  hemisphere ; 
all  these  matters,  although  perfectly  iucoii- 
ceivable  by  the  unlearned,  possess  influence 
acknowledg-ed  and  ascertained  after  the  ob-l 
servation  of  centuries  ^  and  through  their  1 
labyrinths  we  are  glided  by  specific  rnlfl 
and  examples." 

"  Were  this  really  true,"  replied  Wuld^i^l 
"  you  astrologers  would  be  the  wisest  andl 
happiest  mortals  on  the  face  of  the  eartk.^ 
You  would  then  know  every  thing  before- 
hand, as  well  good  as  evil ;  against  the  latter 
you  could  provide,  wlulst  the  former  would  . 
be  donbiy  enjoyed." 
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"  Not  so,"  said  Waldstein ;  "  fhp  stars 
merely  indicate,  they  do  not  warn.  What  is 
to  happen,  happens ;  and  wo  to  the  raf.li  man 
who  mistakes  their  decrees,  or  thinks  lo  pre- 
vent or  evade  them  ! " 

"  To  what  purpose,  tlien,  are  your  obser- 
vations, and  your  knowledge,  if  they  cannut 
prevent  the  evil  which  haogs  over  you  1"  a^iked 
Wnlden ;  "  I  would  ratber  remain  in  my  ori- 
ginal ignorance." 

"  That  is  just  accoriiing  to  the  different 
tempers  and  wishes  of  individuals.  It  is  this 
very  inquiry,  or  secret  search,  which  so  ir- 
resistibly attracts  myself  and  many  others  ; 
and  although  the  stars  may  as  yet  have  aii- 
nounced  but  little  which  I  can  consider  favour- 
able to  me,  still,  the  very  contemplation  of  those 
brilliant  orbs,  which  dart  their  rays  into  nty 
soul,  as  welt  as  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator, 
who  has  strewed  them  in  boundless  space — 
appointing  to  each  its  particular  unchangeable 
course,  and  endowing  each  with  such  won- 
derful powers— Jills  my  inmost  mind  with  awe 
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and  delight.  My  heart  yearns  after  the  un- 
clouded regions  where  these  liglits  shall  shine 
near  me  in  glorious  splendour,  and  I  may  J 
rightly  learn  their  lang'uage  aod  meaaing  { 
where  I  shall  be  diTested  of  all  that  is  earlhly.i 
with  its  bounded  powers  and  many  sorrows: 
I  long  for  the  time  when  the  birth-day  of 
eternity(as  Seneca  terms  the  dayof  oiir  death) 
shall  introduce  me  to  a  state  of  existence  a 
much  fairer  and  happier !"  During  this  speech, 
Waldstein's  features  beamed  with  life  nnd 
animation  ;  and  in  the  soft  light  of  his  eyCr 
as  it  elevated  itself  toward  tbfi  heavens,  there 
shone  reflected  the  lustre  of  the  stars  them- 
selves, which  noi^  gradually  became  morq 
radiant  as  night  advanced.  "  O  do  not 
talk  so  calmly  of  the  hour  when  1  shall  loscj 
you,"  e\claimed  Wulden,  with  sudden  emoj 
lion ;  "  I  cannot  bear  the  thought !" 

Aldert  grasped  his  friend's  hand  energe- 
tically,  "  Believe  me,  Leopold,"  saidhe,  "I 
am  not  insensible  to  your  attachment,  which 
illumines  the  gloomy  path  of  my  existence. 


WALDSTBIN.  t!l 

aad  is  my  dearest  possession  upon  eartb. 
To  be  indebted  to  love,  for  happiness,  i« 
not  my  destiny." 

"  Now,  iiave  you  really  read  that  in  llie 
stars,  or  are  jou  indebted  for  such  a  piece  of 
informatioD  to  Predetfen  V 

"  His  statement  onl^  jumps  with  an  old 
suspicion  of  mine,  although  I  am  aware  little 
reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  his  gosHiping 
stories.  Heleu  was  not  born  for  rae :  she  m 
aiming;  at  quite  a  different  sort  of  person.  1 
have,"  he  added,  after  some  little  hesitation, 
"  compared  our  horoscopes,  and  the  stars 
indicate  that  we  shall  never  be  united." 

"Yet  your  suit  was  apparently  successful, 
and  she  has  evidently  interested  you  deeply." 

"  Doubtless  ; — should  what  is  fair  and  noble 
cease  to  possess  these  excellencies  in  our  es- 
timation, as  soon  as  we  apprehend  it  to  be 
unattainable  by  us '{" 

"  Well.youhaveavery  peculiar  philosophy, 
it  must  be  admitted,  my  dear  Waldstein;  I 
respect,  but  cannot  adopt  it ;  and  now,  good 
night:  we  are  in  the  palace-gardens  ;  you  are 
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going  to  consolt  the  stars,  and  I  will  endea- 
Tour  to  see  if  I  cao  collect  here  oa  earth  some 
intelligeuce — about  the  Swedes." 

Thus  saying,  Wuldeii  retraced  his  course 
toward  the  town,  while  Waldstein  proceeded 
through  the  dark  shades  of  the  garden  in  the 
direction  of  the  observatory,  which  had  been 
built,  by  the  Emperor  Rudolph,  for  Tycho 
Brahe,  and  which,  situated  on  the  height! 
over  against  the  city,  commanded  a  view  of 
the  latter,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  country 
around. 

Albert's  heart  felt  oppressed:— be  had  not 
confided  to  his  friend  all  that  lay  heavily  there- 
upon. It  is  true,  he  entertained  for  Leopold 
feelings  of  sincere  affection  ;  but  the  joyous, 
unclouded  temper  of  the  tatter  was  little  suit- 
ed to  sympathize  with  his  own  vague  and 
moody  emotions.  He,  therefore,  abandoned 
himself  in  solitude  to  the  grief  that  had  seized 
upon  him. 

He  had  long  ago  perceived  that  Helen  en- 
tertained in  the  depth  of  her  heart  no  feelings 
of  love  for  him ;  and  lier  behaviour  of  late, 
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coanected  with  what  (however  unwillingly,  a* 
be  found  himself  compelled  to  admit)  lie  bad 
now  beard,  placed  almost  beyond  a  doubt  her 
being  engaged  in  some  tender  affair  of  a  clan- 
destine— perhaps  dangerous  —  nature,  with 
another.  The  stars,  also,  spoke  tbe  same 
language,  predicting  to  him  nothing  but  paioi 
and  struggles  in  love. 

Indulging  these  melaachol;  reflections,  be 
proceeded  toward  the  observatory,  from  ibe 
windows  whereof  the  light  of  the  sIudT-lamp 
was  already  risible  amid  the  gloom  of  Dtgbl. 
Father  Plachy  advanced  to  meet  him.  "I 
have  awaited  your  arrival  with  anxionx  iinp*- 
tience,"  be  said;  "tbe  present  nigbt,  mrsoo, 
will  prove  a  remarkable  one.  Tbe  start  ex- 
hibit wonderful  conjunctions ;  but,  befofe  we 
commence  our  «bservatioas,  I  would  wish  to 
commooicate  something   of  importance   u> 


Meantime,  Waldstein  had  i 
himself  of  his  hat,  mantle,  and  iword,  Bsi 
foliowed  bis  tutor  to  tl>e  table,  where  Umi 
the  kunp,  whose  dim  Hgfat  faiaAj  iilamiMted 
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the  long  and  gloankj  apartment,  and  scarcely 
displayed  the  globes,  celestial  and  terrestrial, 
maps,  instruments,  &c.  which  were  lying  in 
a  corner  of  the  room.  In  the  centre,  oppo- 
site the  entrance,  were  some  stairs  leading  to 
the  observatory,  which  rose  to  a  considerable 
height  in  the  purer  air,  affording  a  very  ex- 
tensive prospect  all  round  the  city,  and  con- 
taining telescopes,  quadrants,  &c.  &c. 

By  the  light  of  the  lamp.  Father  Plachy 
looked  narrowly  at  his  pupil,  and  remarked 
an  expression  of  deep  sorrow  upon  his  more 
than  usually  pale  countenance.  "You  seem 
agitated,  Albert,"  observed  he  ;  "  what  is 
amiss?" 

"  Nothing  of  particular  consequence ;  my 
feelings,  you  know,  are  constitutionally 
prompt.  The  Swedes  have  again  been  com- 
mitting dreadful  nivages  on  my  estates." 

Father  Plachy  shook  his  head,  as  if  this 
explanation  did  not  appear  quite  satisfactory 
to  him ;  while  Albert,  apparently  desirous  to 
change  the  topic,  remarked,  "  You  had  some- 
thing of  importance  to  communicate  to  me  !" 
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■  Yes;  I  have  a  letter  which  I  received 
'from  a  friend  at  the  Abbey  of  Tepel,  First, 
however,  pennit  me  to  put  one  question. 
Are  you  by  any  chance  acquainted  with  a 
person  bearing  the  name  of  Odowalsky,  or 
Streitberg?" 

"  What  I  Does  he  bear  both  names?" 

"  He  appears  altogether  an  onacGountable 
sort  of  character,  By  some  he  is  thought  a 
Swede,  while  others  take  him  for  a  Bobe- 
^ian.  It  is  said  that  he  assumes  both 
names,  at  varions  times,  and  sometimes 
wears  the  Swedish,  and  at  others  the  im- 
perial noiform  :  and  that,  as  well  in  Pragne 
as  in  the  neighbouring  country,  he  transacts 
many  secret  commissions." 

Waldatein  was  silent  for  a  moment ;  the 
news  brought  by  Predetten  recurring  to  his 
mind.  "  Have  you  nothing  further  to  com- 
lunDicate,  as  to  this  man's  real  occupation?" 
said  he  at  length,  "  for  I  am  unacquainted 
with  him  under  either  of  bis  names." 

"  If  he  be,  indeed,  the  Odowalsky  whom 
I  formerly  knew,  he  is  a  Bohemian  nobleman 
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berg  be  one  and  the  game  with  the  Bohemian  ] 
Coloael  Odowalsky,  he  should  not  be  un- 
known to  you,  as  I  recollect  you  had  for-  j 
merly  something  to  do  with  him  ;  and  1 1 
have  accordingly  thought  it  advisable 
direct  to  you  some  inquiries  in  the  busineUi  I 
At  all  events,  the  affair  is  by  no  means  with-  I 
out  importance :  lor  the  country  and  the  ci^  1 
of  Prague  must  be  well  known  to  this  man,  J 
who  would  thence,  although  a  very  bad  I 
counseller  for  us,  be  a  most  valuable  one  foE  | 
the  Swedes.' " 

Thus  ran  the  Prior's  letter. — Albert  knew  ' 
nothing  of  the   person   described,   and   the 
fancy  which  came  across  him  was  much  too 
vague,  and  too  nearly  connected   with  ihvJ 
secrets   of  his  own  bosom,  to  allow  him  t 
allude  to  it. 

The  conversation  being  at  an  end,  the  pre- 
ceptor and  pupil  passed  to  their  labonrsil 
Father  Plachy  took  his  seat  at  the  writings 
desk,  while  Waldatein,  whose  younger  eye( 
were  better  able  to  make  the  necessary  ob- 
servations, familiarized  as  he  was   with  i 
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ihe  knowledge  of  his  tutor,  proceeded  to 
mount  the  steps;  and  having  placed  lunuetf 
at  the  telescope,  proclaimed,  from  time  ta 
time,  the  result  of  his  obs^ratioiu,  wfaieb 
Plachy  Doted  dowD,  comparing  tl>em  at  tfae 
same  time  with  the  pendulum  of  tlie  camft 
tations. 

"  It  b  now  a  quarter  to  twel«  o'doefc." 
said  Father  PJacbj  tn  hinuelf :  — "  Man 
must  be  at  his  greatest  altitsde,  aod  aip- 
proachiug  the  sign  of  the  Lion."  Tbea  ttamd : 
"  Where  is  Mars  ?" 

'  Mars  is  now  at  hie  greatest  bei^ :  be  i» 
I  getting  into  the  heart  of  Uie  lioo." 

'  And  where  is  Jupiter  T 

•  Mars  looks  on  him  with  ao  eriJ  eje : 
his  most  kindly  rajs  are  of  no  avail,  for 
Saturn  is  now  rising,  cold  and  daii,  and 
Venus  has  long  since  sank  benealb  the 
boiizoB." 

"  I  knew  it  well,"  said  Father  Placfajr,  a* 
be  mounted  the  steps  and  placed  himielf  at 
the  telescope.  "  This  is  a  remarkable  Imt 
unhappy    constellation.      Jupiter   powerien, 
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Saturn  and  Mars    exerting    the    most 
bounded    influence  :— aye,    aye  1— into    tlw 
heart  of  the  Lion — the  Boliemian  Lion— tl 
breeder  of  ud happiness  is  now  eDteriog!" 

"  How  say  yoo  ?    Is  the    worst  yet  1 
come,  with  regard  to  this  hapless  land  V 

"  The  movements  of  the  Swedes  in  tl 
circle  of  Elobogen  portend  no  good  to  us." 

"  Alas!  how  gtadiy  would  I  be  whecft 
yonder  beautiful  lights  are  twinkling  in  i 
blue  vaults  of  Heaven ;  and  where  the  earthy 
with  all  its  misery  and  lamentation,  woalA 
seem  lo  fade  away  into  nothing !" 

"  And  to  what  purpose  serves  this  ^ 
yearning?  So  long  as  the  Almighty  wills  lu 
to  continue  here,  it  is  our  duty  patiently  to 
endure,  to  be  upright  in  all  our  dealiugs, 
and  leave  the  rest  in  the  hands  of  tha 
Supreme." 

"  And  should  the  stars  tell  us  that  we  caiil| 
bring  nothing  to    conclusion? — that   all  i 
striving  is  but  in  vain  V 

"  Albert,  had  o«r  fathers  reasoned  thu«| 
weakly,  where  should  we  now  be  i  Yes,  the'  1 
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stari  point  out  struggles  that  await  m.  md  to 

doing,  stunmoD  na  to  vatchfubiess  and  p**- 

paration.     How  speak  tbe  aociedt  ^kAoma- 

phera  on  tbis  subject  I  Diffmum  Jovts  tptct^ 

eulum  vir  Jortis  cum  mala  forlmma  tampmi 

tiu.     Let  as  watch,  and  act  miae  it  it  is 

onr power  ;  and  in  every  disaster  Aat \vfdk 

our  conntrr,  be  tttill  at  hand,  if  pcuriMr,  tm 

extricate  her." 

"  Never,"  cried  Albert,  with  MMiiliia. 

"  never  shall  too  find  ne  backwsd  to  ifce 

call   of  honourable   actiHtr.     Mt   b^    h 

Wald^tein,  and  I  feel  aH  the  oUi^.tWM  mA 

a  loffy  appelladoQ  impoae*  oa  me." 

"  Noblv  said,  my  sod,''  exebuwd  Ptatkf. 

tbe  war  of  the  Hnsntes.  in  the  reiga  of  Kmg 

protector  of  his  coontry.     Yon  «es«  wamei 

alWhim:  and  von  will  not  tarnih  Ihe  lna«ar 

""■"■""'""■  m 

m 
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CHAPTER  V. 

After  a  little  louger  stay  at  the  Ob-' 
servatory.  Father  Plachy,  wishing  his  pupfl 
a  good  night's  rest,  retired  ;  and  Albert,  as 
soon  as  be  saw  himself  alone,  hastened  to. 
execute  a  design  he  had  for  some  time  en- 
tertained, and  which  bad  received  new  vigour- 
since  Father  Plachy  had  mentioned  the  affair 
of  the  unknown  Swedish  officer  and  his  secret 
occupations  in  Fragile. 

With  a  good  telescope,  on  such  a  cleai 
moonlight  night  as  the  present,  the  whole  o{/ 
the  environs  of  Prague  were  within  ranges 
from  the  Observatory,  and  every  object 
around  was  distinctly  visible,  even  on  the 
water,  and  to  the  Castle  of  Troy  itself. 
Should  a  clandestine  meeting,  such  as  those 
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which  haunted  his  funcj,  take  place  to-night, 
he  would  be  easily  able  to  witness  it.  He, 
might  conjure,  as  if  by  magic,  the  faithless 
fair  before  his  presence,  with  her  nocturnal 
paramour ! 

He  quickly  commenced  operations,  by 
fixing  the  telescope  in  a  proper  position  ;  and 
then,  taking  his  station  at  the  glass,  beheld 
the  walls  of  the  Castle  of  Troy — the  steps — 
and  the  garden — as  if  close  to  him.  He  was 
considerably  moved  at  being  thus  able,  al- 
though 80  distant,  to  witness  all  that  passed 
plainly,  yet  unsuspectedly. 

The  stream,  silvered  by  the  slanting  moon- 
beams, flowed  silently  along.  All  was  stiil ; 
not  a  sound  arose,  save  from  the  tremulous 
motion  of  the  ripples.  At  that  moment,  he 
thought  he  saw  something  appear  among  the 
,ttiickets  on  the  shore.  In  a  few  moments 
after,  a  boat  glided  from  the  dark  covert ;  it 
was  rowed  across  the  river  by  a  boatman, 
and  on  the  central  seat  sat  a  fig;ure  completely 
muffled  up.  What  would  not  Albert  have 
gives  at  that  moment  for  a  clearer  view  of 
VOL.  I,  E 
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the  figure !     But  the  uncertaia  light  of  th« 
moon  rendered  this  impossible. 

At  length,   the   boat  reached  the   op{)» 
site  shore.     The  figure  rose,  and  displays^ 
the   form   of  a  tall  robust  man,   holdiiig  | 
naked  sword,  which  glittered  in  the  i 
beams. 

He  adranced  toward  the  garden,  the  smd 
ffate  whereof  opened  in  the  instant,  and  otri 
stepped  another  dark  shape,  of  lesser  dV 
mensioDS.  That  this  was  a  female  there 
could  be  DO  doubt.  On  meeting,  they  sant 
into  each  other's  arms;  and  Albert  spranj 
impetuously  from  the  telescope. 

Thus,  then,  was  confirmed  what  lu 
been  told  him  by  Predetten !  Helen  real 
did  carry  on  a  clandestine  intercourse ;  am 
it  was  one  of  an  amorous  and  impassionej 
nature!  His  whole  soul  was  in  uproar;  bit, 
paced  the  room,  to  and  fro,  with  hasty  stridesj 
he  would  look  no  more,  and  yet  the  bate 
scpne  was  still  before  his  eyes,  with  tiU 
shapes  of  the  man  and  of  the  female ;  wt 
latter  he  would  fain  persuade  himself  ' 
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not  that  of  Helea.  These  conflicting  doubu 
almost  deprived  Itim  of  the  power  ofbreatfaio^. 
One  moment,  he  covered  his  face  with  his 
hands ;  the  next,  he  placed  his  eye  at  tl>e 
^lass.  He  now  thought  he  codM  perceite, 
in  the  dimness  of  the  fast-sinking  rouon,  tlie 
objects  of  his  scrutiny  alternately  letiring  and 
emerging  among  the  copses.  Sooa  after, 
the  mooD  wholly  vanished,  and  nothing  more 
was  to  he  seen. 

The  night  was,  by  this  time,  far  advanced, 
and  day  approaching;  but  to  Albeifi  ttyet 
came  no  steep.  He  sulTered  all  the  racking 
pangs  of  jealousy,  combined  with  the  tor- 
ments of  indecision.  Was  it,  in  tmtb, 
Helen,  or  was  it  not  i  And  who  wa<  ibe 
gallant  1  Why  did  their  attachment  ibuii 
the  eye  of  day  and  of  her  relatioot?  Wn 
it  conceivable  that  Helen  coaM  lore  I 
enemy  of  her  country  f  Yet — had  the  i 
betrayed  ber  preference  tot  the  Swedes  and 
for  ber  fellow-believers !  Was  it  not  ap- 
parent that  she  bore  tbe  present  state  of 
tilings  with  impatience  I  All  these  qaestiofu 
e2 
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passed   tliFough  Waldstein's  miud,    and  in- 
creased his  agitatioD.     But  what  if,  after  all, 
it  should  not  be  Helen  ?     It  was  not  possible 
for  him  to  recognise  tha  female   figure  s*a 
plainly  as  to  be  certain  of  his  unhappiness 
O,    that  it  were    not  her !    that  she  wer 
innocent,  and  still  true  to  her  duty !      Od] 
such  a  feeble  stay  as  this  did  he  now  rest  t 
his  love  and  his  hope. 

During   this    mental   struggle,    the   hnt4 
summer  night  reached  its  close.      Already  " 
dawn  was  visible  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Moldavia,    and   the   delicate   morning  light 
streaked  the   horizon.     Darkness  gradoalljl 
retired,    tike   a  shrinking  ghost;    the  sta 
were  blotted  from  the  heavens ;  and  day  re^ 
commenced.      Suddenly,    a  thought  passe 
through  Albert's  mind.      It  might   now  1 
possible  to  recognise  the  unknown  femaley 
should  she  still  remain  upon  the  shore.     Hq 
stepped,  hesitating^ly,  to  the  telescope.     F«( 
some  time  he  could  not  remark  any  thing  j 
the  shore  was  lonely,  and  the  opposite  castld 
—every  portion  of  which  was  now  distinctly 
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Tisible— lay,  at  this  early  hour,  in  Beeming 
desolation  before  him.  He  bad  not  waited 
long,  however,  ere  something  stirred  the 
bushes  of  the  forest,  and  a  boat  pushed  off, 
in  which  sat  the  unknown.  Oor  hero  com- 
ided  a  full  view  of  this  stranger,  who, 
■Ithough  seated,  seemed  tall  and  robiKt. 
He  saw,  likewise,  the  dark  mantle,  and  tbe 
sword,  which  lay  onsheathed  upon  his  knee. 
The  features  were  concealed  by  the  Urge 
hat  pressed  low  down  upon  the  head,  and  by 
tiie  black  cloak  which  covered  him  to  the 
chin. 

Another  figure  almost  immediately  glided 
along  the  road  toward  the  garden-gate.  It 
was  Helen !  It  loas  Helen,  beyond  a  doubt ! 
Her  form  and  dress — which  he  knew  to 
well — were  before  him,  looking  so  near,  in- 
deed, that  be  almost  fancied  he  rai^t  grasp 
her!  A  veil,  which  covered  her  head  aod 
shoulders,  as  well  as  the  circumstance  of  hei 
back  being  turned  to  bim,  prevented  his  seeing 
her  featores :  but,  as  she  hurried  along,  shti 
chanced    to  look   round    for    one   moment. 
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were  observing  her.     "  Helen !' 
the  youth,  momentarily  deceived  by  her  ap- 
parent proximity.     "  Helen!"  repeated  he, 
in  a  reproachful  tone ;  and,  even  while  he 
spake,  she  vanished  through  the  garden  \ 

Waldslein  sank   into   a   chair.     The   ; 
certainty  pressed   upon  him ;  and,  for  some 
time,    he   was  incapable   of  any  clear  idea 
whatsoever,     Platts  for  the  future,  dictated 
by  anger,    together    with    an    undefinablfl 
feeling  of   degradation,  wildly  chased  i 
other  through   his   bosom,    until,   at  length, 
exhausted  Nature  clalqied  her  rights.     His 
burning   eyes    sought    rest,    and   he   threw 
himself  upon  his  couch.     Disturbed  and  i 
refreshing   sleep    succeeded   to   the   ■ 
agitation  of  his  mind,  while  fancy  picture 
anew,   in   hateful    connexion,    the   grlevoid 
reality  of  his  waking  moments. 

From  this  ungrateful  slumber  he  started! 
up,    and,    fastening  his  mantle  and   sword  | 
about  him,    sallied  forth  to  taste  the 
morning  air  in  the  garden,  which  lay 
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garded  before  him  in  all  its  beauty  of  shitdy 
walks,  blooming  trees,  carol  <jf  birds,  and 
tourmnr  of  fountains. 

For  some  time  did  he  wander  about  amon^ 
the  dewy  paths,  and,  at  last,  unco  use  iou  sly 
entered  the  square  of  the  palace ;  hastening, 
mechanically,  across  into  the  second  court, 
passing  the  cathedral,  and  leaving  the  palace 
behind  bini,  he  had  now  reached  George- 
square;  and,  proceediog  in  his  descent, 
found  himself  at  a  spot  where  a  low  wall 
surrounds  the  base  of  the  steep  height  which 
rises  above  the  Moldavia.  Here  he  leaned 
over  the  parapet,  while  his  eye,  roving  acrosi^ 
the  river  toward  the  city,  gazed  on  all,  \et 
remarked  nothing :  the  image  of  the  loving 
pair  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldavia  was  still 
before  him  ! 

Suddenly  he  heard  a  soft  voice  utter  liis 
name.  Turning  half  uoconscionsty  round, 
to  flee  who  it  coold  be  that  interrupted  him 
at  tliii  hour,  and  in  this  solitary  place,  he 
beheld  a  young  girl,  neatly,  dthongh  dimply 
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drest,  standing;,  vith  a  timid  air,  a  few  paces 
behind  him. 

"  Who  are  you?  and  what  do  you  want 
with  me?"  he  somewhat  abruptly  asked. 

The  female,  retreating  a  little,  declined 
her  head  as  she  replied,  "  I  am  Joanna,  the 
daughter  of  your  steward.  Your  lordship' 
does  not,  perhaps,  recollect  me." 

Albert,  propitiated  by  the  soft  tones  of 
her  voice,  looked  more  calmly  on  the  youn^ 
girl.  She  was  pretty,  and  even  somethii^ 
more  than  that^  and  her  delicate  figure'' 
appeared  to  great  advantage  by  reason  of 
the  close-fitting  costume  wherein  she  was 
attired.  A  countenance  rather  pale,  full  of 
the  native  expression  of  innocence  and  kind^ 
ness,  of  sweetness  and  delicacy,  beamed' 
out  between  the  ample  white  frill  and  the 
neat  cap  which  scarcely  displayed  her  beau- 
tiful chestnut-brown  hair.  Long  eye-lida 
and  dark  eye-lasbe«  shaded  a  pair  of  clear 
hazel  eyes,  now  modestly  bent  downward, 
but    which    had    been    previously    directed 
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fovard  the  Count  witb  an  expression  of 
anxiety.  Under  her  arm  she  carried  a  prajer- 
hook,  richly  mounted  with  silver,  and  to  the 
wrist  of  her  right  band  was  suspended  a  rosary 
of  precious  wood. 

"  And  what  would  you  with  me?"  inquired 
Waldstein,  iu  a  friendly  tone.  At  this  ques- 
tion the  colour  mounted  into  the  girl's  cheeks, 
she  sank  her  head  deep  upon  her  bosom  and 
itnswered  not,  "  Why  not  speak  ?"  said 
Albert.  "  Can  I  be  of  service  to  you  in  any 
way !" 

"  Oh,  no  !  no  !"  she  stammered ;  "  it  is  not 
on  ray  own  account" — 

"  Has  any  thiog  happened,  then,  to  your 
father  V  asked  our  hero,  growing  rather 
etumyi  of  the  acejie. 

Joanna  blushed  still  more  deeply,  as, 
summoning  effort,  she  replied,  "  I  fear  Lord 
Albert  will  think  nie  both  foolish  and  bold  ; 
hat,  in  proceeding  to  matins,  as  I  crossed  the 
palace* square,  you  darted  past  me, — and, 
pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  saying  it,  you  looked 
e3 
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tliougbts ;  his  spirits  were  insensibly  roused^ 
he  looked  round  with  a  less  clouded  aspect  c 
arranged  his  bair,  bb  mautle  and  cap,  as  well 
as  he  could,  and  ascended  the  hill.  As  ba 
re-entered  Georg-e-square,  the  bells  of  tb» 
Cathedral  were  ringing  for  matins.  Hi* 
heart  felt  opened  to  devout  aspiration,  wliilfl 
his  Creator  spoke  to  him  through  the  echoiDgi 
chimes,  and  invited  him  to  offer  up  his  griefil 
iu  prayer,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  bear  theoq 
with  more  composure.  He  obeyed  this 
ward  impulse,  and  soon  found  himself  beneath 
the  venerable  pile,  the  bold  form  of  whose: 
architecture,  and  its  airy  and  spacious  choirsp 
were  well  calculated  to  elevate  the  soul  fron 
earth  and  earthly  sorrows.  On  leaving  th» 
church  he  fancied  he  saw  the  figure  of  Joanna, 
and,  almost  without  reflection,  stood  stilly 
(hat  be  might  allow  her  to  approach.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  he  was  deceived  :  he 
caught  no  further  glimpse  of  the  steward's 
fair  daughter,  and  at  length  slowly  descended 
the  palace-bill, 
Joanna,  aevertheless,   had  secu  and  been 
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seen  by  him ;  but  she  vas  ashamed  to  meet 
him  Bgain,  for  reflection  told  her  that  her 
uianoer  of  acting  had  been  uausnal,  and 
might  be  misunderstood.  She  therefore  eluded 
Ilia  eye  until  she  saw  him  leave  the  church  in 
the  direction  of  the  outer  court  of  the  pa- 
lace ;  and  then,  by  another  route,  she  returned 
home. 

In  her  way,  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
past  scene  were  vividly  recalled.  She  dwelt 
delightedly  on  Albert's  complacent  kindness, 
and  on  bis  begging  her  to  pray  for  him.  Alas  ! 
»be  had  indeed  prayed  for  him,  not  only  that 
day,  but  on  every  successive  rooming  and 
evening  far  a  long  period !  Without  knowing 
it,  onr  hero  bad,  in  fact,  obtained  sovereign 
sway  over  the  heart  of  his  youthful  playmate, 
and  Albert  von  Waldstein  was,  to  Joanna, 
ever  since  she  became  capable  of  thought, 
the  beau  ideal  of  all  manly  beauty  and  per- 
fection. Meantime,  however,  she  was  too 
prudent  to  harbour  foolish  hopes,  and  far  too 
dutiful  to  pfun  her  father  with  the  spectacle 
of  his  daughter  gradually  languishing  from 
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tbe  effects  of  hopeless  love.  Thus  strictly 
governed,  her  attachment  slumbered  within 
her  virgin  bosom,  and  Albert's  utter  inatten- 
tion, on  his  visits  at  her  father's,  (for  he 
scarcely  ever  noticed  her,)  facilitated  such 
prudent  control.  Her  secret  homage,  in 
fact,  had  no  further  sensible  influence  than 
merely  to  render  her  cold  to  other  suitors, 
and  firmly  determined  to  live  and  die  io 
maiden  serenity,  since  there  existed  but  one 
Albert  von  Waldstein,  and  he  could  never 
be  hers.  This  day  alone  had  she  been  sur-  I 
prised  into  forgetfuluesa  of  her  silent  pur- 
pose. "Alas!"  exclaimed  she,  half  aloud, 
"  how  pitiable  that  a  man,  so  noble,  rich,  and 
handsome,  should  still  be  unhappy.  But  I 
can  guess  the  cause :  he  loves  the  proud  lady 
of  Troy.  Yet,  is  it  possible  that  any  one 
beloved  by  Albert  von  Waldstein  could  give 
him  ground  of  uneasiness?"  These  and  si- 
milar reflections  occupied  Joanna  in  half- 
sweet,  half-pensive  succession,  until  she  at 
length  reached  the  Friedland  palace. 

Ab  she  stepped  in  at  the  gateway,  she  per^  | 
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eeired  the  tail  figinre  of  an  nnkitovn  nun. 
who,  enveloped  in  a  mantle,  aoid  vith  lis 
back  tnrned  toward  her,  i 
middle  of  the  conrt,  lookii^  c 
him ;  be  then  weot  to  seraal  d 
tried  tu  open,  and  on  fads  nwi  amrtm,  wA- 
lanced  rapidly  toward  tbe  gale.  AM  Ab, 
together  with  the  strangei'i  eaieavaan  to 
conceal  his  features  with  U>  ktf  ^d  daak, 
excited  Joanna's  snspieiom;  tbe  deli 
to  address  him,  and,  in  a  tone  of  * 
firm  as  it  was  modest,  asked,  * 
Tou  seek.  Sir !" 

The  person  she  addressed  itoed  AM  far  a 
moment,  drawing  his  mantie  dtMcr;  Aea, 
having  scanned  the  appeannce  of  Ike  lo*dii 
gid,  who  at  first  had  taken  In  hy  anpriae. 
he  courteously  replied,  "  What  I  lua^Jit  I 
have  not  found  i  what  I  did  nol  wet  oneaf 
the  Graces — now  stands  before  me.**  Jot^iB 
interrupted  him,  and  in  a  giaie  bm—it  re- 
plied, "  Sir,  excuse  me  if  I  taj  jamyM'm 
unseasonable ;  I  am  dangbtcr  to  Ae  iUiwmA 
uf  the  palace,  and  it  is  n  Ae  parfflnBaaeeof 
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my  duty  I  made  the  inquiry  of  jon,"  A». 
sbe  spoke  she  strove,  with  something  of  the- 
natural  curiosity  of  her  sex,  to  gain  a  sight 
of  the  stranger's  features,  but  could  discovet 
nothing  save  a  pair  of  flushing  eyes,  archedl 
by  thick  bushy  eye- brows. 

"  What  has  led  me  here,"  replied  tha 
stranger,"  is  just  what  leads  you  to  ask,  my 
pretty  maiden — curiosity:  the  wish  to  view^ 
and  examine  a  house,  which,  if  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  builder,  must  be  interesting  to 
every  Bohemian." 

"  If  that  be  your  object  you  must  follov 
me,  and  apply  to  my  father." 

"  Stop !  stop !"  exclaimed  the  stranger 
"  there  is  no  hurry.  Pray  remain  a  moment 
here  with  me,"  added  be,  as  be  saw  that 
Joanna  was  moving  toward  the  small  postern 
leading  to  the  garden. 

She  replied  not,  but  went  on. 

"  Little  obstinate  !"  cried  the  man,  "will 
you  not  stay  ?"  and  with  these  words  he  seized 
her  by  the  arm. 

Joanna  tore  herself  from  him,  and,  mea* 
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officers  are  very  bold.     But  it  strikes  me  1 
have  already  seen  this  person  i  and,  if  I  mis 
take  not,  it  waa  among  the  workmen  who  a 
repairing  the  fortifications,  to  whom  he  gave 
a  world  of  trouble.     There  he  was,  pacing 
backward  and  forward,  and  asking  all  sorts  a 
questions;  such  as — how  long  they  had  ye4 
to  work?  what  was  to  be  done?  and  what, 
for  the  present,  to  be  left  undone?    Then  he 
stept  aside,  and  I  thought  I  saw  him  commit  _ 
something  to  writing.     In  short,  I  take  1 
to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  spy." 

"  It  is  certainly  strange,"  said  Joanna; 
"  here,  too,  I  met  with  him,  occupied  in 
examining  the  palace  on  every  side,  and  try-  . 
ing  every  door." 

"  What  sort  of  features  had  he?"  as 
her  father ;  "  to-day  I  scarcely  saw  him." 

*'  As  he  retreated,  his  mantle  flew  opt 
replied  the  girl,  "  and  enabled  me  to  viei 
him  quite  plainly ;  he  seemed  a  robust,  stroiq 
man,  of  middle  age,  with  large  features  am 
fiery  eyes." 

"  Tour  description,"  rejoined  her  father).! 
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"  corresponds  exactly.  I  do  not  think  he  is 
a  Bohemiao,  for  I  heard  bim  speak  the  purest 
German  with  odb  of  the  workmen." 
"  His  features  appear  Bohemian.'* 
"  No,  no,  depend  on  it  be  is  a  German," 
reiterated  the  old  man,  with  a  gwid  deal  of 
aspetity ;  "  it  is  always  they  who  brin^  mi*- 
fortune  and  misery  upon  na.  But  now,  go 
to  your  chamber,  Joanna,  I  mnst  look  round 
a  little  in  the  house  and  gardens.  The  coont 
seat  yesterday  to  inform  me  that  he  should 
come  to-day,  and  that  I  urast  be  prepared.'' 
So  saying,  he  ascended  the  great  steps. 

Joanna  was  at  once  overjoyed  and  embar- 
rassed at  tliis  confirmation  of  Albert's  parting 
announcement.  She  retired  and  dressed  her- 
self carefully,  yet  not  so  much  so  as  to  excite 
ber  father's  ohserration,  and  then  awaited  the 
unival  of  the  Count.  Mid-day,  hoverer, 
came,  and  dinner-time  passed  by,  witboat 
his  appearing.  The  hot  boors  of  the  after- 
noon succeeded,  dniing  which  Joanna  kept 
within  ber  chamber.  From  the  window  that 
looked  out  into  tbe  garden,  she  conld  se«, 
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while  seated  at  her  work,  every  one  that  en- 
tered ;  still,  he  came  not.  The  sun  was  now 
setting,  and  the  shades  of  evening  descended. 
The  uneasiness  of  disappointed  expectation, 
as  well  as  the  cooler  season,  called  Joanna 
away  from  her  work,  which,  otherwise,  would 
have  occupied  her  all  day.  She  stepped  oat 
on  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  hail,  and 
contemplated  the  scene  of  her  juvenile  sports 
and  amusements.  The  fresco-paintings,  reJ 
presenting  the  war  of  Troy,  which  Albert  hadi 
nften  explained  to  the  two  girls,  in  his 
count  of  the  fate  of  Hector — {whom  shd 
always  mentally  com  pared  with  Waldstein,) — • 
called  forth  warm  tears  from  her  eyes.  How 
different  was  every  thing  now !  Her  youth- 
ful playfellow  bad  become  a  man,  and  heir 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Friediand  possessions! 
and  thus  his  sphere  of  life  was  far,  far  abov«(' 
that  of  his  former  friend.  "  Ab  !  why  could 
it  not  ever  have  remained  as  then!"  sighei 
she.  Turning  away  from  the  hall,  and  sittinj 
down,  as  evening  gradually  threw  her  dusky 
shades  over  the  Oower-bed  opposite  the  faun- 
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tain,  she  slumbered — and  was  awaked,  as 
from  a  dream,  by  the  sportive  playing  of  the 
waters ;  for  her  father  had  caused  the  garden 
to  be  freshly  adorned,  and  the  fountains  to 
be  set  flowing,  in  honour  of  the  Count's  anti- 
cipated visit. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Twilight  had  almost  deepened  into  night, 
ere  the  glad  barking  of  one  or  two  favourite 
dogs  in  the  court-yard,  announced  the  arrival 
of  the  long-expected  Waldstein.  Father 
Plachy  had  entered  the  mansion  previously, 
and  wondered  at  his  pupil's  unaccountable 
delay.  On  their  meeting,  it  appeared  that 
each  had  been  seeking  the  other. 

'*  It  is  well  I  find  you  here,"  said  Wald- 
stein, smiling.  '*  Bertram,  pray  order  some 
refreshment.*' 

Bertram  delivered  the  keys  to  his  daughter, 
who  vanished  to  execute  the  Count's  wishes 
and  her  father's  instructions. 

"  Still  bad  news !  "  continued  Albert  to  his 
friend ;  *'  the  Swedes  are  advancing  in  great 
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force  on  Eger;  they  lia?e  levied  very  large 
contributioDS ;  and  if  these  are  not  promptly 
supplied,  the  peasantry  nnderg'o  the  most 
■bamefal  ill  osage." 

"  These  Swedes,"  obserred  Bertram,  who 
used  the  privileges  of  an  old  and  confidential 
domestic,  "  are  worse  than  the  very  Tartars, 
if  credit  may  be  given  to  the  tales  of  horror 
I  have  heard.  The  fields  are  turned  into 
deserts;  the  villages  present  nothing  but  heaps 
of  ashes ;  and  the  people  consider  themselves 
fortunate,  if  they  have  wherewith  to  support 
existence ! " 

"  It  seems,  indeed,  high  time  for  Heaven 
to  avenge  such  crimes,"  said  Plachy;  "  and 
jet  the  conclusion  of  peace  is  delayed  just  as 
if  we  lay  on  a  bed  of  roses  !  Whilst  they 
tenaciously  weigh  and  dispute  every  inch  of 
land,  thousands  are  perishing  from  misery 
and  despair,  and  one  cil^'  falls  after  another  ! 
O!  these  Swedes!  would  that  they  had  all 
but  one  neck, — as  Nero  once  wished  the 
Komaas  had, — and  I  stood  over  it  with  a 
keenly-edged   sword ! "      He   here   elevated 
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his  ri^ht  arm,  whilst  his  eyes  darted  fire,  sai 
his  tall  commandiii^  figure  seemed  to  dilate 
with  heroic  majesty. 

"  Reverend  Sir,"  exclaimed  Bertrau) 
somewhat  astonished,  "  that  is  a  gloiiou 
wish ;  but  would  not  one  be  rather  iDcliuet 
to  suppose  you  a  soldier  than  a  minister  ( 
the  altar,  to  hear  you  thus  speak,  and  to  se 
you  assume  so  martial  an  attitude." 

"  The  times,  worthy  Bertram,"  answers 
the  father,  "  have  overturned  all  ancient  dis- 
tinctions.   Thirty  years  ago,  they  wished  to 
make  an  entrance  for  a  foreign  faith  into  our  _ 
poor  country,  and  to  force  upon  ua  a  f 
king,  whose  glory  the  destroying  angel  anw 
hilated  in  a  single  battle.     Surely,   then,  i 
member  of  a  religious  order  may  well  vea- 
lure,  at  a  moment  of  the  greatest  peril, 
grasp  the  sword,  pro  oris  etfocU." 

"  Ay,    that  was  indeed   a  battle ! "   ex<J 
claimed  Waldstein,  kindling;    "what 
of  rout — of  annihilation — was  that ! " 

Joanna  now  arrived,  followed  by  servants 
bearing  wine  and  cold  provisions.     The  tablA^l 
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baviog  been  decked  in  the  hall,  she  was  about 
to  retire,  but  her  father  desired  her  to  remain, 
and  dismissed  the  servants,  in  order  that  the 
eoDTersatioD  might  be  coiilioued  without  in- 
ternipfion, 

Joanna  now  assisted  the'  holy  father  fo  take 
off  his  cloak,  and  was  proceeding  to  under- 
take the  same  office  for  Albert,  but  he  pre- 
vented her,  remarking,  with  a  smile,  "  We 
have  met  before  to-day,  Joanna," 

"  Oh,  ay !  Joanna  told  us  before  jonr  ar- 
rival," interrupted  Plachy,  "  that  she  had 
seen  you  at  the  cathedral." 

"  At  the  cathedral!"  repeated  Albert, 
vhile  his  inquiring  eye  met  Joanna's, 

Unseen  by  the  others  she  made  a  sign,  the 
import  of  which  was  rightly  construed  by  Wald- 
stein,  who  observed  that,  upon  recollection,  he 
had  indeed  seen  Joannain  the  church,  but  that 
the  went  away  after  mass  so  quickly  as  to 
[irevent  him  from  informing  her  that  it  would 
lie  late  before  he  came  home.  His  eye,  all 
tliis  time,  was  tised  on  the  soft  features  of 
1  lie  girl,  who  blushed  deeper  and  deeper.      ' 
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Father  Plachy,  meanwhile,  had  seated  him- 
self at  the  table.  Bertram  stood  in  waiting, 
and  served  out  tbe  wiue  und  provisions; 
whilst  Joanna  retired  to  a  further  comer  of 
the  hall,  whitber  the  eyes  of  Albert  at  times 
pursued  her. 

"  And  is  it  known  to  what  point  these  new* 
efforts  of  the  Swedes  are  directed  ?"  iiiquiredr 
Plachy. 

"  According  to  the  letters  receivetl  bjt 
Leopold's  father,  to-day,  it  is  imagined  that 
their  operations  will  be  directed  against  EIo^ 
bogen." 

"  That  I  do  not  believe  ;  what  advantage 
would  they  derive  from  the  possession  of  Eln-' 
bogen  ?  They  occupy  the  Upper  Palatinate, 
and  their  troops  lie  in  Saxony.  Elnbogeoi 
must  naturally  follow  the  fortunes  of  the* 
larger  portion  of  territory." 

"  Yon  view  it  in  the  same  light  with  my- 
self; it  is  evident  tbey  must  have  something 
of  greater  importance  in  view.  Konigsmark 
has  received  reinforcements  from  Geueml 
Wrangel ;  he  is  withdrawing  from  the  Pala-' 


WALDSTEIN. 

tinate,  and  is  already  witli  his  cavalry  in 
Pilsen,  where  the  infantry  have  directions 
to  join  him.  The  commandaut  of  Eger,  Co!. 
Coppy,  b  now  busied  with  preparations  for 
breaking  up,  and  it  is  he  who  has  levied  such 
heavy  contributions.  It  is  impossible  that  all 
these  movements  can  be  confined,  in  their 
object,  to  the  capture  of  such  a  place  as 
Elnbogen." 

"  And  what,  then,  is  your  opinion,  my 
lord,  if  I  may  venture  to  ask  it  t "  said  Ber- 
tram, anxiously. 

"  Do  you  remember,  reverend  father," 
said  Waldstein,  turning  to  his  friend,  "what 

we  observed  and  discoursed  about  last  night? 

— I  fesr,  Bertram,  it  is  Prague  wliicb  " — ■ — 
"  Prague  ! "  cried  Bertram,  terri6ed,  and 

letting  fall  the  glass  which  be  was  just  in  the 

act  of  filling. 

•'  Prague?"  repeated  Father  Plachy,  with 

a   look   of  thoughtfulness :    "  Do  not  your 

gloomy  apprehensions,  Albert,  lead  yoa  too 

Sai" 
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Waldstetti  strengthened  his  opiuion  I 
bringing  forward  several  reasons. 

Plachy's  thoughtfulnesa  increased.  "Iti 
possible,"   he   said,  at  length,  "  It   is  vi 
possible,  you  may  be  riglit." 

Bertram  stared  aghast,  and  stammered  a 
"  Then  you  really  believe,  reverend  fatbsf 
that   the    Swedes   will    take    possession   i 
Prague  t " 

"  I  do  not  say  that  they  will  take  pM 
session  of  it,"  answered  Plachy;  "  that  r 
quires  more  than  their  will;  but  I  begin  I 
think  that  such  is  their  intention.  We,  hoW 
ever,  have  arms  to  defend  it  against  tht 
and  those  we  will  use  with  proper  activity." 

"  And  maintain  the  military  glory  of  o 
ancestors,"  exclaimed  Waldstein,  proudly 
"  Never  would  I  think  of  seizing  the  swM 
lightly,  as  so  many  young  men  of  our  time"-^ 

"  Who  seek  only  for  liberty,  that  thi 
may  lead  a  life  of  licentiousness,"  interpoH 
the  father. 

"  But  when  our  countrv  calls  on   ns. 
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assembly,    which   had  nearly  cost   him  hSi' 
life." 

"  You  mean  when  the  rebels  threw  himf 
together  with  Slawata,  out  of  window  '.  That 
was,  indeed,  a  hot  day,"  observed  Plachy{ 
"  I  remember  it  well !  Even  at  thismomeotf 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  it  happened  bat  yes 
day." 

"  Were  you  not,  reverend  father,  at  that 
time  in  Prague  ? "  inquired  Bertram. 

"  Yea.  I  was  then  studying  theology 
at  the  Clementinum ;  but,  before  this,  aS 
iiorts  of  disputes  and  commotions  had  taken 
place,  as  well  among  the  states  of  the  eii»- 
pire,  as  between  these  and  the  court.— 
Whoever  bad  the  slightest  knowledge  i 
public  atfairs,  foresaw  well  that  a  ruptui 
must  inevitably  ensue,  and  so  it  turned  out. 
We  students,  also,  took  our  share  in  the 
matter — each  according  to  his  peculiar  views. 
The  day  came  when  it  was  said  that  the  im- 
perial viceroy  had  to  deliver  to  the  states  an 
inUmatioD  from  their  Lord,  the  Empero^i 
Malhias.    The  discontented  believed,  or  pre- 
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tended  they  believed,  that  it  contained  qo- 
thing  more  nor  iess  than  the  revocation  of  his 
majesty's  favour ;  and  so  they  repaired,  with 
evil  intentions,  armed,  aiid  with  armed  fol- 
lowers, to  the  castle.  The  people  also  col- 
lected. A  murmur,  like  that  of  the  ocean, 
ran  tbrongfa  the  crowd  ;  but,  in  the  hall,  the 
voices  of  the  nobility  were  heard  waxing 
louder  and  louder,  as  their  tempers  grew 
more  and  more  heated.  At  last  a  window 
was  6uDg  up,  and  down  came  Count  Mar- 
ttoitz  and  Slawata  from  the  second  story ! 
You  can  see  the  spot  outside,  and  the  win- 
dow, very  well: — further  down  lie  Castie- 
garden,  where  it  descends  the  hill." 

"  Good  Heavens!"  exclaimed  the  ftevanl: 
and  you  witnessed  that  fall !" 

"  Indeed,  I  did,"  replied  Father  Ftacbj  : 
"  the  sight  was  dreadful ;  and  yet  they  got 
DO  great  harm !" 

"  That  was  an  evident  miracle,"  taid  Ber- 
tram, devoutly :  "  God  wished  to  prove  to 
the  rebels  that  be  could  preserve  bia  IjuthTiil 
followers  in  spite  of  them." 
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"  How   did  it  happen,"  inquired  WaW- 
te  that  their  enemies  did  not'pur^e 

tl  a  aft  learning  that  they  had  escaped 
unha  t  f  om  such  a  fall  I  This  has  alwap 
IP  a  e  1  a     ddle  to  me." 

D  d  }ou  not  know  that  they   were  in- 
debted to  a  female  for  their  preservation! 

"  A  female  !"  exclaimed  our  hero  ? 

"  Yes: — to  the  noble  and  heroic-niiiided 
Folixena  voa  Lobkowitz.  In  the  terror  and 
confusion  excited  by  the  fall,  the  servants  of 
the  victims  hastened  toward  them,  and 
brought  their  lords  into  the  Lobko\?itz  Palace, 
which  stands  yonder,  adjoining  the  castle. 
The  countess,  without  delay,  most  humanely 
took  them  in,  attending  them  herself;  and 
when  afterward  the  enraged  Thurn,  with  his 
jirraed  force,  appeared  before  her  house  and 
threateningly  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
fugitives,  she  answered  him  so  calmly  and 
vet  80  firmly  that  he  retired,  and  the  lady 
enjoyed  the  happiness  of  having,  through  her 
heroism,  not  only  restored  to  health,  but 
protected  the  rescued  men." 
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Duriiig  this  recital,  Joanna  had  appru!u:b- 
ed  nearer  the  table,  and  listened  utl^^^ntiirdy 
^tfa  beaming  eyes,  WaldsteiD  obvervi-d  il, 
^d  smiling,  said  to  her : — "  Vou  are  plftuttd 
jvith  this  tale,  are  you  not,  Joaiinaf  J  Ihiui 
you  also  would  be  inclined,  in  eucIi  a  cuiw,  Ut 
Bct  as  Polixena  von  Lobkowitz." 

Joanna  looked  confused,  blusbud,  aiid  ttt- 
nained  silent ;  while  Father  PUcby,  lurniii;^ 
<o  ber,  said :  "  Do  not  be  ashamed  of  a  H;;bt 
'feeling,  my  child.  In  former  timei,  alllwagb 
tut  rarely,  there  were  beroci  amou%  tim 
jveaker  sex.  What  but  heroines  were  tbr 
female  martyrs,  who  regarded  neilber  duiijjer 
nor  death  in  their  adherence  to  the  faith  ''."' 

"  I  know  not,"  replied  Juaona,  niudt'idJy, 

whether  Heaven  would  grant  me  aljjlity, 
in  (he  hour  of  trial ;  but  to  act  thnt  would  be 
-my  ardent  wish  and  desire,  w«re  I  ao  cireiun* 
Btanced." 

Well  said,"  cried  Fatb«r  Pkcby ;  "  «uch 
IB  Retire  even  is  of  value  before  God ; 
and  in  stormy  timet  like  oars,  pethapt  tW 
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opportuDJty  may  arrive  of  putting  it  int 
ecution," 

"  It  is  easily  to  be  conceived,"  remarkei 
Watdstein,  "  that  after  such  an  event  in  tbtt 
life  of  any  man,  the  effect  of  it  would  gT» 
dually  act  on  his  whole  beiugf,  and  give  to  th« 
mind  an  entirely  different  direction,  as  in  th« 
case  of  my  late  uncle,  when  he  was  deter- 
mined to  embrace  the  Catholic  religion." 

"  Ever  since,"  said  the  father,  "  Mari 
tinitz  has  made  it  a  rule  to  celebrate  bii 
preservation  each  year.  On  the  present  one, 
which  will  find  him,  as  Governor  of  Prague^ 
the  first  personage  In  the  Kingdom,  no  doubt 
the  festival  will  be  still  more  brilliant  thatt 
ever." 

"  By  the  bye,  you  remind  me  that  I  hav© 
been  invited  to  this  festivity,  which  wilt  recnt 
a  few  days  hence, — as  indeed  have  almost  tb* 
whole  of  the  Bohemian  nobility." 

"  And  you  will  go,  I  hope  '." 

**  Periiaps !  you  know  I  am  no  friend  t« 
scenes  of  noisy  merriment," 
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On  this  occasion,  bowerer,  yoa  should 
Dot  miss  being  preseat,  as  your  absence  miglil 
vex  and  displease  Martinitz.  He  attacbex 
much  itnporlaDce  to  this  feast,  and  is,  yoa 
know,  of  an  irritable  tempeiameot." 

"  It  is  Batural  for  a  man  to  become  irri- 
table amidst  continual  disputes  and  provoca- 
tions."  replied  Waldsteio:  "  His  hatred  of 
every  thing  that  savours  of  Protestantism  or 
of  novelty  is  inconceivable." 

"  In  times  like  those  we  now  lite  in, 
when  all  the  ties  that  bmd  society  together 
are  broken  loose,  and  none  can  say  to  whac 
extremes  he  may  go,  (since  the  carrent  beam 
him  along  with  it,)  all  conspires  to  force  a  man 
into  a  party ;  so  that  at  last,  even  if  you  would, 
yon  cannot  pursue  the  path  of  moderation. 
I  have  heard  of  a  niece  of  the  Coont,  who, 
allovittg  herself  to  be  seduced  by  a  Saxon 
oiHcer  from  tbe  convent  wherein  she  was 
placed,  embraced  Lutheranism,  merely  out 
pf  complaisance  to  her  basband.  Martinitz 
never  afterward  either  heard  or  wished  lo 
hear  of  her." 
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"  Is  tiiat  perfectly  truef"  inquired  Ber- 
tram, attentively  regarding  Father  Plachy. 

"  It  is  said  to  be  so,  but  I  cannot  vouch 
for  its  accuracy.  The  lady  is  said  to  bava 
been  the  daughter  of  a  younger  brother,  ani 
much  beloved  by  the  Count,  who  wished  to 
screen  her  from  the  broils  and  disputes  of 
religious  controversy,  by  placing  her  within 
the  wall  of  a  coQvent.  The  alfair  is  under- 
stood to  have  mortified  him  exceedingly,  and 
lieightened,  if  passible,  his  aversion  to  the 
■heretics." 

"  That  was  to  have  been  expected," 
marked  Waldstein,  "  and  agrees  well  wiA 
the  character  of  the  man.  We  must  revei* 
Martiuitz,  although  we  may  not  love  faimrt 
for,  from  the  very  first,  he  has  been  ca 
sistently  stern  and  unbending." 

"  The  period  in  which  he  has  lived  i 
quired  such  a  character,"  replied  PlacI^ 
"  and  while  it  formed  bim  he  has  helped  in 
bis  turn  to  model  it.  From  this  consideration, 
I  imagine  he  will  not  attach  much  importance 
to  the  present  movements  of  the  Swedes, 
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nop  suffer  any  interruption  to  the  celebration 
of  the  annual  festival.  He  who  has  been  so 
near  to  danger,  nay,  even  in  the  very  midst 
of  it,  yet  has  escaped  therefrom,  becomes  al- 
most Decessarily  a  strauger  to  apprehension." 
"  Notwithstanding, "  said  Albert,  "  I 
think  that  some  precaution  at  this  time  ought 
to  be  observed  i  so,  Bertram,  be  you  on  the 
watch ;  lay  in  additional  provisions,  and  see 
that  none  of  the  rabble  steal  into  the  house." 
"  Do  not  fear  my  vigilance,  my  Lord." 
The  hour  grew  late,  and  suggested  to  the 
two  friends  the  expediency  of  separating  for 
the  night.  As  Albert  passed  tlirough  the 
bait,  attended  by  the  steward  and  his  daugh- 
ter, bis  attention  was  caught  by  the  fresco. 
Paintings  already  spoken,  of, — and  turning  to 
Joanna,  "  Do  you  remember,"  said  he, 
"  when  you  and  I,  and  my  cousin  Isabella, 
a  happy  trio — happy  in  the  possession  of 
childhood  and  cordial  feeling — gambled  about 
this  spot,  and  enacted  the  characters  por- 
trayed in  those  frescoes? — When  I  was 
Hector  and  you  were  Andromache,  and  Utile 
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Isabel  would  coudescend  to  no  part  beaeatb  1 
the  dignity  of  Queen  Hecuba  f" 

"  Yes,  my  Lord  !"  said  JoanDa,  Iier  eye 
brig-htening  while  her  chepk  glowed:  " 
how  we  sat  together  upon  the  tables,  placed  ' 
in  a  line,  to  represent  the  walls  of  Troy; 
and  our  eyes  followed  y<ru,  as  you  combated 
with  the  other  boys  in  the  garden."  As  if 
aware  that  she  was  saying  too  much,  the  girt 
suddenly  paused. 

"  Well !    these  times  are   gone  by,"   ex- 
claimed Waldstein,  "  and  it  is  vain  to  regret   i 
them.     Indeed  their  recollection  at  present  j 
only  softens  us,   and  I  think    we  all  rather  ] 
need  the  accession  of  courage  and  fortitudei 
Goodnight!"  and  as  he   spake,  be  invotun- 
tariiy  pressed  the  hand  of  ht^  old  playmate; 
who,   with  the   common   reverential  .feeling 
toward  the  feudal  lord— modified,  perliaps, 
by  some  other  more  deeply-felt  emotion—  , 
raised  the  Count's  hand  to  her  lips  and  heart. 
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This  evening,  vbich  had  flitted  by  so 
quietly  witL  the  little  pa  ty  n  W  aid  te  s 
^rden.  bad  uot  piissed  la  equal  pea  ef  la  k 
with  Helen.  It  is  true,  be  I  d  no  su  p  on 
of  having  bcea  seen  from  the  obs  ato  y 
during  her  nocturnal  interv  ew  ao  I  oeu  too 
by  the  very  eyes  which,  for  many  reasons, 
ithfl  would  hare  mostdesiredtoshun:  yet, this 
night  had  been  productive  to  ber  of  sucb  care 
and  anxiety  as  to  keep  her  mind  in  a  stale 
of  continual  excitement. 

After  their  meeting  in  the  Ciiurch,  it  could 
uot  escape  the  notice  of  Odowalsky  that  the 
impression  he  bail  made  on  the  lady  was  not 
much  less  powerful  than  had  at  first  been 
produced  on  himself  by  the  contemplation  of 
her  charms.     He,  boweTer,  was  too  far  ad- 
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vauced  beyond  the  jestrs  of  entbusiasm,  and 
had  experienced  too  much  of  the  world,  to 
lose  himself  in  those  ecstasies  and  languisb- 
ments  which  would  have  rendered  a  yonnger 
man  the  most  blest  or  the  most  wretched  of 
mortals.  Helen's  beauty  had  fixed  his  notice ; 
her  manners  had  attracted,  and  her  conversa- 
tioD,  so  animated  and  intellectual,  enchanted 
him.  lie  s  w  no  gh  to  f  el  convinced  that 
the  possessi  n  f  I  hat  would  be  disputed 
by  more  th  n  ne  t  but  to  gain  the 
alTection  of  Iran  reature — the  pro- 
bable heires  f  t!  e  B  n  von  Zelstow ; — to 
become  intimate  with  the  owner  of  a  castle 
ill  the  vicinity  of  the  capital ;  and  to  govern 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  a  high-souled 
woman,  who  would,  he  persuaded  himselfj 
readily  embrace  bis  plans :— all  this  appeared 
to  the  adventurous  Odowalsky  so  truly  desir- 
able, that  he  embraced  the  opportunity  with 
intense  dehght.  Bold  and  enterprisii 
theformation  ofhis  projects,  and  equally  dex- 
trous in  carrying  them  into  execution,  he  soon 
succeeded,  by  dim  of  money  and   flattery' 
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{both  of  which  he  well  knew  how  to  apply, 
according  to  rank  and  circumstances),  in  in- 
ddciog  one  of  the  attendants  at  the  Cusile 
to  deliver,  first  of  all,  a  letter  to  Lady 
Helen. 

The  letter  was  received  : — Helen  paused 
awhile,  ere  she  broke  tlie  seal  and  read  the 
contents.  All  her  fancies  and  suppositions 
since  she  had  seen  the  stranger  were  con- 
firmed by  the  appearance  of  this  same  letter ; 
which,  to  use  Odowalsky'a  own  words,  was 
meant  to  make  her  acquainted  with  the  me- 
lancholy fortunes  of  one,  who  at  first  sight 
of  her  had  felt  convinced  that  the  bitter  cup 
of  his  destiny  was  yet  undraincd,  uotwith- 
stfiDding  it  had  already  so  long  poisoned  his 
esistence.  It  appeared,  he  said,  that  it  was 
then  for  the  first  time  his  lot  to  feel  the  pangs 
of  a  hopeless  passion,  from  which  Heaven 
bad  hitherto  preserved  his  tempest-beaten 
youth  amid  the  din  of  cam  ps  and  arms.  Next 
followed  a  narrative  of  the  events  of  his  lite, 
ill  the  light  in  which  they  appeared  to  his 
wounded  vanity,  and   intended  to  serve  to 
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Helen  as  a  proof  of  his  candour  and  his  wish 
to  unfold  his  character  completely  to  her. 
Now  and  then  came  instances  of  self-accusa- 
tion for  past  follies  and  errors ;  but  always  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  lead  a  stranger,  and  par-' 
tkularhj  a  female,  (o  extenuate  them.  The 
letter  concluded  with  a  pressing  request  for 
an  interview  of  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  that 
he  might  see  and  speak  with  her  previoi 
bidding  a  final  farewell, — fur  he  perceived,  he 
added,  the  folly  of  his  passion — and  that  he, 
tlie  impoverished,  discharged  soldier,  to  wbonV 
fate  had  left  nothiog  but  his  heart  and  hit 
sword,  could  not  venturs  to  contend  with  thw 
wealthy  youths,  the  barons  of  the  kingdom, 
who,  favoured  by  fortune,  might  well  dare  t* 
sue  for  Helen's  band :  although  his  owa  ao-^ 
(iient  name,  it  is  true,  and  his  deeds  during 
the  war,  might,  in  the  eyes  of  the  considerate, ' 
entitle  him  to  bold  caste  even  with  these.  Ho- 
then  went  on  to  say  that  be  was  ohliged  Itft 
leave  Prague  in  three  days,  such  was  the  im-* 
perious  command  of  circumstances.  MigfatJ 
he  previously  hope  the  fulfilment  of  his  prayer;! 
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which  he  implored  Helen  to  regard  as  the 
entreaty  of  a  despairiog  man  I 

Such  was  the  teoour  of  Odowabky's  let- 
ter, and  it  did  not  fail  in  its  design.  His 
language,  betraying,  alternately,  warmth  and 
ardour,  and  grief  and  conaposure,  was  new  to 
Helen.  Occasionally  it  seemed,  indeed,  as  if 
the  stranger's  advances  were  too  bold  ■  but  she 
re6ected  that  he  was  to  be  regarded  rather  as 
an  experienced  and  unhappy  soldier  than  an 
enamoured  youth.  "  Waldstein  (she  argued 
to  herself)  would  not  have  acted  so ;  but  he 
ii  a  favourite  of  fortune,  and  can  have  no  idea 
of  the  grief  which  devours  this  man,  and 
which  certainly  is  but  a  poor  teacher  of  tlie 
winning  arts.  Then,  how  affecting  is  that  air 
of  profound  melancholy  which  is  breathed 
over  all  his  letter!  How  unhappy  must  such 
■,  man  feel,  when,  in  the  midst  of  a  brilliant 
circle,  he  is  overtaken  by  fate,  and  hurled 
back  again  to  obscurity ! — to  whom,  of  all 
that  he  had  acquired  at  so  much  risk,  nothing 
'  remains — not  even  the  free  use  of  his  limbs 
or  his  small  patrimony ;  and  who  cannot  reach 
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Ibe  throne  of  his  prioce,  to  represent  to  h 
the  misery  which  has  been  the  reward  of  c 
of  his  best  servants !" 

Quickly  as  the  spark  catches  the  lindi 
did  this  bitter  thought  seize  the  heart  of  I 
leo,  which  had  long  suppressed  feelings  i 
wonnded  pride,  at  recollection  of  the  form 
splendour  of  her  house,  while  the  state  | 
privation  in  which  she  herself  had  been  rears 
enabled  her  (o  svmpathise  with  another  i 
similar  circumstances.  She  thus  entered  ci 
pleteiy  into  Odowalsky's  feelings,  and  eAcusq 
their  bitterness.  His  boldness  no  longer  a 
fended  her,  and  how  could  she  possibly  leia^ 
his  request  ? 

This  raeetiug,  however,  as  it  was  the  fin( 
mnst  also   he  the  last.     She  had  nothing  f 
fear,  and  little  to  venture  ;  for  on  Margar 
who  had  brought  tlie  letter,  she  could  i 
pend,  and  it  would  not  he  difficult  to  select) 
spot  where  she  might  speak  with   Odoi 
unobserved,  altliough  the  time   must  necai 
earily  be  after  full  of  cveping.     She  replies 
therefore,  in  a  few  words,  naming  the  pla^ 
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posure,  as  they  walked  on  ;  and  wbea  a  Utd 
plaDtation  of  trees  Lid  theui  from  all  chaaa 
of  prying  eyes,  he  fell  at  lier  feet  to  than] 
ber  for  the  inexpressible  favour  she  had  graot 
ed.  The  excitement  of  the  ocoasiou— 
beauty  of  the  lady — the  step  that  she  bad 
taken  for  his  sake — and  lastly,  his  own  wartt 
temperament, — had  all  conspired  to  rai« 
Odowalskj'a  previous  liaison  to  a  state  of  tl 
most  passionate  ardour,  which  was  manifested 
in  his  whole  conduct ;  and  this  manifestatioi^ 
together  with  the  soldier-like  frankness  of  )m 
address,  proved  to  Helen  equally  attractive 
and  novel.  A  suft  feeling  stole  over  thtf 
spirit  of  the  hitherto  haughty  maiden,  and 
ghe  felt  that  caprice  or  hauteur — even  wett( 
she  disposed  to  esercise  them  —  would  b^ 
here  misplaced. 

So  much  mildness,  united  with  mentali 
power,' — such  bewitching  charms,  oonjoiaedi 
with  lofty  purpose — completed  Odowalsky's 
fascination.  Their  minds,  similarly  const!-- 
luted  in  so  many  points,  also  possessed  in- 
common  the  principle  of  pride,  following  the  ^ 
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instigations  whereof  they  spurned  at  all  do- 
mination, and  indulged  in  vague  hopes  of  a 
brilliant  fntnrity. 

The  time  during  which  Helen  migbt  expect 
to  remain  unobserved  in  tLe  o^ardeu  was  now 
expired,  and  liow  swift  had  been  ils  flight ! 
the  curfew  sounded  its  warning  voice,— nig'ht 
was  advancing — and  the  lovers  were  obhged 
to  part,  at  the  very  moment  when  each  began 
U>  feel  confident  that  two  congenial  hearts 
bad  met ! 

*"  And  when  shall  we  meet  again  l"  impe- 
tuously exclaimed  Odowalsky.  "  I  cannot," 
and  be  grasped  ber  hand  as  he  spoke,  "  I 
cannot  part  from  you  so  soon  !" 

"It  must  be!"  answered  Helen;  "twi- 
light ia  far  advanced,  and  I  shall  soon  be 
called  to  partake  of  our  usual  repast,  and 
loaght  for  over  all  the  castle.  Farewell', 
farewell !  for  a  long,  long  lime !" 

"  Not  80,"  cried  Odowalsky,  eagerly  and 
passionately,  "  say  rather  that  I  shall  again 
lee  you  soon.    To  live  without  you  is  im- 
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"  But  must  you  not  depart  from  this  iteigbi 
fcourhood  I"  inquired  Helen  mournfully. 

"  So  I  thought  a  short  time  since  ;  but } 

now  find  that  I  stall  remain  in  Prague,  --^_ 

least  in  the  vicinity.     Indeed  I  cannot  d^ 

r  J>art ;  I  love  you   passionately  ;  and  if  y69 

I  Itiare  my  feeling  but  in  the  thousandth  degre^ 

l^ou  will  not  refuse  my  request."    The  fa 

r"^rl  stood  indecisive,  and  made  no  answer^ ' 

"  You  reply  not,  Helen!"  he  exclaim^dj 

hastily.     "You are  apprehensive — and  wd 

you  may  be  so.     It  can  never  repay  yon  t 

venture  any  thing  for  a  poor  forlorn  being 

who  cannot  even  oSer  yuu  his  right  hand  j 

the  dance,  while  the  noble  and  brilliant  you^ 

of  Prague  would  willingly  lay  their  riches  i 

your  feet ;  and  even  the  proud  Waldstein  si^ 

for  you !" 

The  name  thus   introduced  had  a  moat  a 

pleasant  effect  upon  Helen,  who  continiu 

standing,  still  silent,  and  lost  In  thought,    ' 

"Then  ifis passed," cried  Odowalsky,  "yi 

have  answered  !"  and  he  hurried  away. 

Helen's  heart  was  torn  by  conflicting  em 
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tioDS,  bat  love  achieved  the  victory.  She 
called  after  the  retiring  suitor — "  Stay !  Odo- 
valsky,  stay !  You  shall  be  convinced  that 
merit,  generosity,  and  misfortune  have  at- 
tractions in  my  eyes  far  heyond  all  the  eudow- 
ments  of  birth  or  fortane.  Learn  to  know 
my  heart  thoroughly.  I  am  not  an  ordinary 
woman ;  and  with  that  frankness  of  which  you 
liave  set  the  example,  I  tell  you,  that  I  love 
jfou  sincerely.  Fate,"  and  she  sighed  as  she 
continued,  "has  bound  us  both  in  her  chain," 

The  rapturous  excitenient  with  which  her 
lover  received  this  confession  prevented  Helen 
from  completing  it.  He  threw  his  arm  around 
her, —  nor  did  the  whole  earth  appear  to 
Helen,  as  she  reposed  within  that  beloved 
enclosure,  capable  of  affording  any  happiness 
10  nearly  approaching  perfection. 

It  will  doubtless  be  inferred  by  the  reader 
that  these  interviews  were  renewed.  As  the 
days  lengthened,  their  wanted  hour  of  meet- 
ing became  unlit  for  the  solitary  deliberations 
of  the  lovers  ;  another  plan  was  necessary  to 
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be  devised,  and  after  long  debates,  the  !*J 
leDce  of  night  was  deemed  most  eligible/ 
The  arrangement  being  made,  every  deslra\M 
precaution  was  taken  ;  and,  intoxicated  witb 
a  passion  whose  strength  she  could  not  haVtf 
believed  possible  a  brief  space  of  lime  bej 
fore,  Helen  conseated  to  carry  on,  systemaFS 
ticfllly.  a  clandestine  intercourse,  the  ve^ 
danger  attending  wbich  contributed  toheighta 
its  attraction. 

The  lovers,  in  course  of  time,  learnt  i 
know  each  other  better,  and  their  minds  and: 
dispositions  became  more  and  mare  corre 
pondent.  Odowalsky  then  began  to  unfoil 
to  Helen  the  bold  plaus  that  he  had  formed  (tm 
bettering  his  fortune,  and  for  overturning  tbij 
present  condition  of  things  around  him.  Flat^ 
tered  by  such  a  confidence,  so  seldom  ren 
posed  in  ber  sex,  the  ties  that  bound  her  to 
this  interesting  stranger  received  additional 
strength,  and  she  returned  his  frankness  v 
equal  devotion.  All  she  knew — all  she  coul^ 
learn,   under    various   pretences,    from  h4| 
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uncle  and  other  distingDisfaed  characters  who 
visited  the  castle,  respecting  the  stiite  of  the 
fortlScations,  and  the  possible  defence  of  the 
capita),  was  commnnicated  to  Odowalsky. 
Sheesecated  several  other  missions,  also,  for 
him,  with  puncloalily  and  skill  ;  and  if  the 
charm;  of  her  person,  and  the  certainty  of 
being  loved  by  this  extraordinary  girl,  had 
not  sufficed,  he  would  have  been  constrained 
to  value  her,  were  it  only  for  her  usefulness 
in  forwarding  bis  plans. 

But  thisdtate  of  mutual  happiness  possessed 
not  the  seeds  of  perpetuity,  Odowalskywas 
crTten  obliged  to  be  absent  for  long  periods, — 
his  negotiations  with  the  Swedes,  who  lay  at 
^er,  frequently  calling  him  thither.  Fn 
these  journeys  he  used  the  greatest  precay- 
lion,  disguising  himself,  and  assuming  dif- 
ferent names ; — to  the  Swedes,  for  instance, 
he  represented  himself  as  Colonel  Streitberg; 
nd  again,  in  other  places,  hs  bore  other  de- 
Kgnations.  The  letters  and  intelligence  com- 
mnnicated by  Helen,  and  various  agents  of 
or  consideration,  were  conveyed  to  Mm 
g2 
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by  means  of  confidential  persons  leading  iB< 
Pragne  or  its  neigbboorbood. 

He  bad  contiaaed,  for  several  weeks,  tint 
active  and  mysterious  life,  nhen  at  length  th^ 
raspicions  and  consequent  researches  of  Pref- 
detten  detected  a  clue  to  the  niTelled  web, 
while  Wnlden  also  made  a  similar  dlscovefj. 
We  have  already  related  the  commaoicatun 
of  these  discoveries  to  Waldstein,  andhov 
the  latter  had  himself  become  a  witness  a 
the  meeting  of  the  lovers.  Previous  to  that 
evening  it  had,  indeed,  become  apparent  to 
Helen  that  she  was  watched  ;  and  either  coo- 
Bciousness,  or  some  accidental  dissatisfactii 
expressed  by  berrelations,  led  her  to  fear  thai 
in  one  way  or  other,  the  secret  had  been  pene- 
trated. She  awaited,  therefore,  the  return  of 
her  friend  from  one  of  his  excursions  wit^ 
more  impatience  than  usual;  and  at  that  veff{ 
hour  when,  so  little  suspecting  it,  she  sto( 
exposed  to  the  scrutinizing  gaze  of  Wala« 
stein,  she  communicated  her  fears  to  bet 
lover,  and  suggested  the  expediency  of^- 
fresh  arrangement  for  the  future,  since  thw 
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were  no  longer  safe  from  spies ;  aod  a  disco- 
very at  this  time,  and  under  existing  circum- 
stances, might  prove  fatal  to  his  important 
plans. 

Odovalsky  replied  that  she  was  in  all  pro- 
labill^  right,  he  himself  having  observed, 
for  some  days  past,  that  his  motions  were 
watched.  "  I  encounter  every  where,"  con- 
Uaued  he,  "  distrust  and  suspicion.  It  would 
certainly  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  know- 
ledge of  what  I  am  engaged  in  should  get 
abroad,  in  which  case  all  my  secret  plans 
would  be  thwarted.  I  have  been  assured,  by 
a  confidential  friend,  that  a  communication 
was  yesterday  made  to  the  Grovemor,  which 
is  very  probably  connected  with  the  operation* 
of  these  spies.  It  behoves  me,  therefore,  to 
be  extremely  cautious  in  all  my  movemeois. 
As  for  you,  my  Helen,  there  is  little  fear, 
politically  speaking.  No  one  can  identify 
die  happy  being  who,  after  his  long  and 
painful  wandering,  at  last  finds  repose  and 
bliss  in  your  arms !  Against  soch  a  discovery 
I  have  provided.     But  it  has  been  observed 
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that  you  faave  a  secret  conaexioo,  and  yo«  i 
have,  no  doubt,  been  watched  by  aom* 
There  ore  tri&ers  enough  about  you  to 
the  hope  of  your  favour—which  they  know 
not  how  to  acquire — is  so  dear  as  to  give  liae 
to  their  utmost  exertioDS  to  remove  from  yof 
all  such  as  might  stand  in  their  own  w^ll 
Who  knows  whether  this  espionage  may  n^ 
originate  among  them  t  perhaps  with  Wald^ 
stein  himself?"  i 

"  That  I  doubt,"  replied  Helen;  "  Wal* 
stein,  I  know,  has  renounced  the  hopes  ya^ 
speak  of,  and  is  altogether  too  noble  to  U 
come  a  spy." 

"  It  may  be  so ; — you  must  be  best  able  1 
judge  in  this  matter,"  replied  Odowalsky^ 
"  for  you  are  acquainted  with  these  people) 
while  I  scarcely  know  their  names.  But  le( 
the  miscreants,  whoever  they  be,  tremble,^' 
exclaimed  he,  passionately  ;  "they  may,  ia^ 
deed,  listen,  and  spy,  and  spread  out  theSf 
nets  in  the  dark,  where  concealment  screeaa 
their  cowardice ; — but  this  is  all  they,  and  sucli 
as  they,  can  accomplish." 
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"Be  calm,"  aiy  Ernest,"  said  Helen; 
"  bethink  jiqu,  we  are  perhaps  watched  even 

wwl" 

"  You  are  right,  Heleo  :  this  uohappy 
warmth  carries  me  too  far:  it  has  often  been 
almost  my  ruia,  and  even  yet  I  am  not  old 
enough  to  be  master  of  its  wild  impulses. 
Helen  I"  be  continued,  ulasping  her  to  his 
heart,  "  have  patience  with  me,  beloved  one, 
and  be  my  protecting  angel !  And  now," 
proceeded  be,  in  a  calmer  tone,  "  know  tbat 
almost  all  is  settled !  Kooigsmark  only  awaits 
the  arrival  of  two  more  regiments  of  foot, 
which  are  to  join  at  Pilsen,  and  then" — 

"  Oh  heavens  1"  interrupted  Helen,  "  is 
the  contest  already  so  near  V 

"  What !  my  bold  girl !''  said  Odowaliky, 
uniling,  "  do  i/ou  tremble?  You,  vho  have 
all  along  knowu  our  plans  and  sanctioned 
them!  You  have,  indeed,  and  I  Bay  it  with 
]H'ide,  shared  therein,  and  will  likewise  sbars 
in  the  glory  and  success  of  tbe  undertaking." 

"  Could  I  only  be  certain  that  t/^t^  V9)44 
oomB  safely  oat  of  the  danger  1"    ,,,,3   >u.<ii  h 
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"  Shame  od  you,  Helen !  you,  the  soldiei'^ 
bride — at  least,"  exclaimed  he,  in  a  triumpbaot 
tone,  "  soon  (o  be  so !— jou,  the  wife  of  an 
honoured  deliverer  of  his  native  land ! — yon- 
to  be  thus  dismayed  !" 

"  Nay  ;  be  not  an  jry  with  me,  Ernest ;  ff 
am  perfectly  capable  of  estimating^  yonn 
prowess,  and  you  shall  never  find  me  discou- 
raged; but  nuture  will,  occasionally,  quail; 
and  the  idea  of  anight  of  battle,  of  horroi;, 
and  of  bloodshed,  may  well  fill  a  womao'l^ 
breast  with  terror." 

"  Yes,  if,  stopping  there,  you  extend  nol(- 
your  regard  to  what  appears  beyond." 

"  But,"  inquired  Helen,  timidly,  "  must 
so  much  misery  be  the  necessary  precursor  of 
the  good  that  is  to  follow?" 

"  It  must :  gentle  measures  would  here  be' 
unavaihng.  The  axe  must  be  laid  firmly  to 
the  root  of  the  tree  to  ensure  its  fall,  and 
Bohemia  must  tremble  at  the  sound  thereof^ 
Then  shall  the  long-oppressed  raise  them- 
selves, and  celebrate  their  triumph  on  the 
ruin  of  their  oppressors  1     Then  other  name*', 
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will  be  heard  than  those  which  are  now  so 
TOciferoasly  shouted,  and  possession,  also, 
will  pass  into  other  hands." 

"  Gracious  God  !"  exclaimed  Helen,  half 
aloud,  for  she  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  what 
must  happeu  before  all  this  could  he  rea- 
lized. 

"  1  have  already,  in  fancy,"  pursued  the 
oonspirator,  "  divided  tlie  spoil.  I,  for  ray 
share,  will  take  the  Waldstein  palace ; — the 
Swedes  cannot  retiise  me  that,"  added  he, 
musingly,  "  when  my  services  are  consi^ 
dered," 

*'  And  why  the  Waldstein  palace?"  in 
quired  Helen,  not  without  emotion. 

"  I  feel  attracted  by  the  fame  of  the  title, 
— a  fame  which,  from  the;  flrst,  has  been  the 
rtar  to  guide  me  on  my  path !  As  for  this 
puny  creature,  this  Albert,  I  hate  bim,  al- 
though I  know  him  not ;  for  to  go  no  further, 
— he  has  dared  to  fix  his  love  on  you."  , , 

"  Oh !  banish  that  from  your  thoughts," 
replied  Helen ;  "  my  cooduct  to  him  for  a 
longtime  has  been  any  thing  but  encouraging ; 
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yet,  since  be  still  troables  you  thus,  I  wiM  e 
gage  to  occasion  his  utter  absMice  frooi  ths  J 
cagtie." 

"  That  is  precisely  whatyoa  most  not  do,* 
rejoiaed  Odowalsky.  "  Let  him  continnell 
flatter,"  said  fae,  sQeerinG^ly,  "  aronad  I 
S^ne, — to  siDge  his  wings,  and  sigh  and'h 
guUb,  till  saddenly  the  blow  is  struck,  which 
shall  crush  him  and  all  his  confederates  iu  tlte 
dust.  Heavens!  can  he  be  the  nephew  of 
such  aa  uncle  I  There — there  is  his  i 
crime.  The  pigmy  doe^  not  even  venture  ti 
dwell  in  the  boose  whicli  his  giant  kitu 
built !  What  might  not  a  man  with  Waldstein'a 
possess ions^WaldsIein's  name — and  Wal<t 
stein's  mind  achieve  at  this  moment!  aiid| 
what  does  A«.'" 

"  Albert's  piioci pies  are  strict,"  interposed 
Helen;  "  but,  mark  me! — I  do  not  think 
him  so  deficient  in  courage  as  oTer-pmdent." 

'*  Ay  I  prvdatt,"  repeated  Odowalskf'f  J 
"  the  plea  usually  set  up  by  cowards.  Tb^l 
are  scrupulous,  merely  because  they  onl 
wanting  in  power  and  resolntion.  Shoaldsi 
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ceu  attend  the  undertaking,  by  another,  of 
what  they  sbriok  from,  it  then  assumes  all  the 
characteristics  of  right  and  justice;  for  it  is 
always  the   reault   which   ennobles  or  stig- 


'*  Odowalsky  1    yon    Inculcate   dangerous 


"  Never  mind !  you  understand  me,  and 
the  world  may  judge  as  it  pleases.  But  now 
to  business.  We  must  part  for  a  time." 
b.'r'^  Part? "  exclaimed  Helen. 
t  ..•  AVlsee  no  other  means  of  putting  oar  spies 
OB  the  wrong  acent ;  be.sides,  my  affairs  call 
me  to  Eger  and  Pilsen.  I  have  still,  how- 
ever something  to  do  in  this  neighbourhood, 
whicb  arranged,  I  go  to  Konigsmark  to  com- 
plete what  we  have  resolved  on." 

"  And  shall  I  not  previously  see  you 
»gain  t " 

"  I  can  scarcely  promise  it^  our  safety 
and  the  success  of  our  plans  demand  the 
strictest  precaution.  And  now,  let  me  hint 
that,  in  order  to  deceive  our  spies,  it  would 
be  well  if  you  were  believed  to  have  formed 
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an  attacbment  in  another  quarter ;  look, 
therefore,  to  this,  and  seek  once  more  tbM 
society  of  Waldsteio."  ' 

"  Of  Waldstein  !"  exclaimed  Helen,  with 
emotion.  * 

'  "  Yes;  nothing  need  be  apprehended  from' 
him !  I  think  I  could,  without  pertnrbatioDi' 
behold  him  by  your  side." 

"  But  would  this  be  acting  honestly  toward 
him  ?" 

A  smile  of  scorn  played  upon  Odowalsky's 
featares,  "  What  pleasant  recollections," 
exclaimed  he,  "  has  Colonel  Odowalsky  con- 
nected with  these  great  and  powerful  ones, 
that  he  should  be  scrupulous  in  his  treatment 
of  them  ?  T  do  not  mean  that  you  are  to 
plight  him  yoar  troth,  but  suSer  him  still  to 
hope." 

The  first  rays  of  morning,  beaming;  froB 
the  east,  flashed  on  Helen's  sight.  "  It  ii 
now  day,"  cried  she,  hastily,  "I  must  depart 
and  when,''  she  added,  with  a  sigh,  "  and 
under  what  circumstances,  shall  we  meet 
again  1 " 
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"  Away  with  doubt  and  fear !  J  feel  ctr- 
tain  of  success.  Only  be  yoa  circumspect, 
and  manage  things  adroitly  with  Waldsteio." 
"  Eroest ! "  she  exclaimed,  "  you  know 
that  since  our  first  acquaintance  your  will  has 
been  mine  j  yet,"^and  she  hesitated — "  is 
it  realty  necessary  that  I  should  practice 
deceit  ? " 

Odowalsky  knit  his  brows.  "  Why,"  said 
he,  "  should  you  want  either  the  power  or  the 
will  to  allure  the  stripling;  ? — Do  yon  fear  for 
yoor  own  fidelity  ? "  he  added,  suddenly. 

"  Nay ;  if  you  speak  so,  all  my  objections 
are  at  an  end.  Odowalsky,  even  in  this  I  will 
do  as  you  desire." 

"  Thanks  to  my  dearest  wife,  for  such  you 
will  shortly  be — beloved  and  honoured  by  all 
Bohemia  ! "  Once  more  he  passionately  em- 
braced her,  and  then  stepped  into  the  boat. 
Helen  was  proceeding  homeward,  when  a 
sudden  rustling  among  the  branches  on  the 
shore  startled  her.  Sbe  looked  anxiously 
around,    and    this   was   the    moment   when 
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WaldsteiD  descried  her  through  the  telescope, 
and  biicame  convinced  of  his  uohappiness.    .  ' 

The  noise  merely  proceeded  from  a  startled 
biid,  which  had  down  up  from  its  nest.  Helen, 
therefore,  pursued  her  road  through  the  gar- 
den, but  with  a  heavy  heart ;  for  if,  on  the 
one  hund,  the  prospect  of  that  danger  which 
threatened  her  lover,  in  common  with  every 
other  warrior,  made  her  tremble,  so,  on  the 
other,  ber  present  duty  was  almost  intole- 
rable ;  for  she  had  engaged  to  deceive  a  m 
whom  in  her  heart  she  highly  esteemed,  and  ' 
designedly  to  increase  that  wrong  which  she 
had  already  (though  unwillingly)  occasionefl  1 
him. 

Waldstcin's  visit  at  Troy  was  accordingly 
expected  with  restless  anxiety  by  the  fair 
conspirator;  but  five — six — nay,  more  than 
ten  days  elapsed,  and  still  he  came  not!  He 
had  never  remained  so  long  away  before,  and 
she  knew  from  his  friends  that  he  was  not 
confined  by  illness.  Her  wayward  fancy  waa 
jigifpd,  ^4..^^  pondered  over  every  ima- 
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gin&ble  motive  that  could  occasion  his  indif- 
ference. During  this  interval,  too,  she  re- 
ceived no  tidings  from  Odowalsky  ;  and  the 
increasing  uneasiness  and  abstraction  of  her 
caanner  at  length  called  the  attention  of  ber 
friends,  who  vainly  endeavoured  to  ascertain 
the  cause. 

There  was  one  thing  necessary  to  be  done, 
in  order  to  enable  Helen  to  meet  the  coming 
storm  with  any  degree  of  resolution ;  and  that 
WBS,  to  remove  her  mother  from  Prague. 
For  this  purpose,  she  succeeded  in  cre- 
ating in  the  minds  of  her  uncle  and  aunt  a 
desire  for  the  society  of  some  person  of  their 
mfo  age  and  condition ;  at  the  same  time  re- 
preseatiag  to  her  mother  a  residence  in  the 
country,  during  the  hot  summer  months,  in 
soch  glowing  colonrs, — that  her  plan  even- 
tual!; succeeded,  and  Madame  von  Berka, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  became  an 
inmate  of  the  castle  of  Troy, 

Albert  passed  three  days  of  seclusion  in  a 
tery  gloomy  state.  Jealousy,  backed  by  of- 
fended  pride,  aroused  tbe  bitterness  of  bis 
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heart  against  Helen.  The  recollection  of  her 
beauty,  and  his  desire  for  its  possession, 
struggled  with  these  emotions.  His  fancy 
exhausted  itself  in  attempting  to  account,  in 
a  less  suspicious  way,  for  the  events  of  that 
night;  but  his  reason  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
result,  although  he  bad  witnessed,  it  is  true, 
no  recurrence  of  the  scene. 

In  this  conflict,  his  pride  gained  the  mas- 
tery; but  though  he  abstained  from  visiting 
Troy,  he  felt  exceedingly  unhappy,  and  the 
only  soothing  thought  whereon  his  mind  could 
repose,  was  of  the  tranquil  evening  he  had 
spent  in  his  own  garden. 

One  morning  he  received  a  visit  from  hie 
friend  Wulden,  who,  after  a  short  preamble, 
introduced  the  object  of  his  call,  which  was 
to  state,  that  every  one  at  Troy  was  greatly 
astonished  at  not  having  seen  Albert  for  so 
long  a  time.  "  The  old  baroness  had  inquired 
after  his  health  with  the  nfTectlouate  solicitude 
of  a  mother,  while  Helen  was  sensibly  hurt 
at  his  absence,  and  had  expressed  herself  ob 
the  subject  with  evident  mortJficatioD." 
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.  "  Ijeppold!"  said  Albert,  "  you  know 
That  yon  related  to  me  jourself ;  and  what 
I  heard  from  Fredettea  :  how,  then,  can 
yon  possibly  think  or  speak  of  my  visiting 
Troy  I" 

"  Do  you  seriously  intend  to  go  there  no 
more  I" 

"  Helen  has  some  secret  connexion,"  said 
Waldstein,  evading  the  question;  "  of  what- 
ever nature  it  maybe,  it  does  not  become 
ber,  to  whom  I  had  devoted  my  heart,  and 
who  might  one  day  have  borne  my  name." 

"  Yoti  conaider  this,  navi,  as  quite  evident, 
do  yon  V 

"  The  matter  certainly  has,  since  we  last 
spoke  of  it,  appeared  to  me  in  each  a  light 
as  to  determine  me,  at  all  events,  to  absent 
myself." 

*'  This  appears  singular:  but  as  you  please ! 
I  will  not  persuade  you  to  continue  an  affair 
which  I  never  thought  suitable  for  yon."        "i 

"  And  why  not?"  inquired  Waldstein.-  i    'h 

"  Because  Helen  is  too  fond  of  power 
and  coquetry,  and  is  much  too  variable  in 


her  teiuper,  to  render  any  man  ba^^y ;  and 
least  of  all,  a  sensUive  maa  like  you.''  '' 

"  You  think,  probably,  that  you  woul4 
suit  her  better,"  said  Waldstein,  with  ■ 
forced  smile.  i 

"  Why  not!"  replied  Wul den.  "  I  sbauld 
remain  perfectly  uamoved  by  all  tlie  humoais 
and  whims  that  Blight  crowd  her  pretty  head ! 
But,  to  change  the  subject, — we  shall  see 
you  to-morrow  at  the  banquet  of  Count 
Martinitz  V 

"  I  have  been  invited,  but" 

"  All  the  principal  nobility  in  Prague  and 
its  neighbourhood  will  be  there,  as  the  Count 
celebrates  the  aooiversary  of  his  preservatioDj 
together  with  his  appointment  as  Govej 
Report  says  that  it  will  be  a  most  brilliaot, 
festival." 

"  The  Baroness  von  Zelstow  and  Helen 
will  be  present,  I  presume?"  4 

"  Very  probably."  , 

"  Then  I  must  stand  excused."  , 

"  Nonsense,"  said  Leopold.  "  Do  no^ 
show  this  proud  beauty  so  much  homage,  or 
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set  SO  high  a  price  on  her  iii6detity  as  to 
withdraw  yourself,  on  her  account,  from  a 
{ileasant  engagement."  Waldstein,  however, 
was  inflexible ;  and,  at  length,  his  friend 
desisted  from  further  entreaty. 

The  disquiet  of  our  hero's  mind  was  in- 
creased by  this  conversation.  Helen  had 
remarked  his  absence,  had  seemed  offended 
thereat,  and  had  expressed  a  wish  to  see 
him.  How  was  all  this  to  be  reconciled  with 
any  other  connexion  of  a  tender  nature 'f 
And  supposing  he  might  have  wronged  her — 
■upposing  that,  iu  the  dim  moonlight,  or  in 
the  dawn  of  morning,  he  might  have  mistaken 
another  for  her — or,  as  he  could  scarcely 
faring  himself  to  disbelieve  the  evidence  of 
his  senses — even  admitting  her  to  hold  meet- 
ings, were  they  necessarily  guilty  ones ! 

Id  this  manner  Waldstein  tormented  hlm- 
Heir  the  whole  day.  In  restless  mood,  he 
wandered  about  the  streets  of  the  city,  now 
calling  on  au  acquaintance,  and  now  taking 
refuge  in  the  seclusion  of  his  study.     But  he 
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still  remained  firm  in  his  resolve  not  to  go  to 
Troy,  much  as  his  heart  beat  when  the  hour 
arrived  at  which  he  had  nsaally  accastomed 
himself  to  ride  thither. 


•  :    \ 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

Thb  close  of  tbe  lon^  snninier'a  day  came 
at  last;  and,  as  tbe  sud  sack  behind  the 
westeni  hills,  Albert  hurried  toward  the 
bridge,  to  disburthen  bimself  of  sucb  a  load 
of  uneasy  thoughts ;  where  the  beauty  of  the 
evening ;  the  serene  aspect  of  the  heavens, 
along  which  the  golden  clouds  sped  in  airy 
flight;  the  sparkling  stream,  covered  with 
vessels  slowly  gliding  along;  the  activity 
each  shore ;  all  combined  to  present  ao 
agreeable  and  diversified  scene.  Waldsteio 
stood  and  enjoyed  the  exhilarating  prospect, 
delighted  with  his  native  land,  until  her 
former  state  rushed  upon  his  mind — what 
■he  might  have  been — and  what  she  now 
wul     Gloomy  ideas  again  floated,  like  the 
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clouds  across  the  firmament,  over  his  mind, 
which  had  scarcely  tasted  of  the  reviving 
cahn,  when  suddenly,  as  he  looked  to  the 
right,  he  perceived,  across  the  Moldavi 
that  spot  where,  a  week  before,  he  had  stood^^ 
in  a  far  more  mournful  state  of  mind  than  be 
was  in  even  to-day,  and  where  first  the  soft 
voice  and  sylph-like  figure  of  Joanna  had 
beneficially  impressed  him.  With  deligl 
did  he  retrace  that  circumstance,  togethA 
with  the  evening  spent  at  the  FriedlancI' 
palace,  which  had  quietly  terminated  so  tem- 
pestuous a  day.  It  now  occurred  to  him 
that  the  scenes  of  his  cheerful  boyhood,  am 
the  innocent  society  of  Joanna,  mig;ht  agi 
tranquillize  him;  and,  with  this  idea, 
proceeded  hastily  across  the  bridge  ; 
through  the  streets  toward  his  solitary  palace-.v 

He  found  the  gate  locked,  and  the  com 
and  garden  deserted,  as  they  had  usunKjM 
been  since  his  uncle's  death;  but,  having 
obtained  entrance,  he  perceived  Joanna 
seated  in  the  hall  at  a  small  table,  whereoo 
lav  some  needle- work.     She  was  not,   how-* 
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aver,  working  at  tbat  moment,  butsiipportiDg 
her  head  upon  her  hand,  with  her  back 
toward  the  entrance,  and,  conseqnently,  to- 
vard  Waldstein,  She  was  apparently  gazing, 
lost  in  thought,  on  something  which  she  held 
before  her.  Waldstein  drew  nearer,  bat 
Joanna  heard  him  not:  her  eves  were  di- 
lected,  with  a  mournful  expression,  toward 
tfae  object  allnded  to,  which  was  apparently 
srelic-case,  or  a  portrait;  and  Albert  even 
thoaght  be  could  distinguish  that  she  had 
been  weeping. 

At  this  moment,  she  raised  her  head,  and 
became  aware  of  the  presence  of  Waldstein ; 
on  seeing  whom,    she  sprang  up,    blushing 
deeply,    and  hastily  couoeaiing   that   which 
she  held.     Albert  greeted  her  kindly,    but 
coald   not   help  remarking'  that  he  had  sur- 
pnaed  her  in  deep  thought.    She  endeavonred 
to  excuse  herself  by  pleading  the  heat  of  the 
day,  which,  she  said,  rendered  it  quite  im- 
possible to  keep  constantly  at  work,  and  but 
too  effectually  iuvited  either  to  repose  or  re- 
verie.    At  this  moment,  Bertram  advanced ; 
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and  Joanna,  retiring  a  few  paces,  emplojecfc 
herself  in  giving  the  birds  iii  the  ariary  then 
■  evening  meal. 

After  awhile,  the  trio  pursued  their  walk 
over  the  grounds,  and,  at  ever;  turn,  some 
fresh  object  presented  itself  which  had  fo^ 
merly  communicated  enjoyment — sympathe* 
tic  enjoyment'- to  Albert  and  Joanna.  Thus, 
when  they  arrived  at  the  lake,  the  boat, 
it  had  been  so  many  years  before,  was  funni 
tied  to  a  post  upon  the  bank ;  and  the  dar- 
kening sky  was  studded  with  stars,  whose 
reflected  images  smiled  peacefully  on  them 
once  again,  from  out  the  blue  waters.  Wald- 
stein  requested  Joanna  to  step  into  the  little 
bark,  and  said  he  would  row  ber,  as  iir 
former  times,  along  the  lake.  Bertram 
oSered  his  assistance,  but  it  was  declined. 
"  We  will  be  children  once  more,  Joanna," 
exclaimed  Waldstein,  "  and  fancy  ourselves 
still  at  that  period  when  every  sport  coi 
please." 

Joanna  stood  a   moment  hesitating  on 
shore,  whilst  undefined  feelings  arose  with! 
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hut  breast.  On  her  father's  looseoiDg  the 
boat,  however,  she  took  the  extended  hand 
of  Waldstein,  who  helped  her  in,  and  re- 
|;ardcd  her  with  some  surprise  as  he  felt  the 
trembling  of  hers.  "  What!"  he  asked, 
"  are  you  afraid  to  trust  jourself  upon  the 
water?" 

"  Oh,  no,"  interposed  Bertram ;  adding, 
with  a  laugh,  "  she  often  rows,  herself." 

"  Well,  thcD,  perhaps  she  feels  no  confi- 
dence in  m^  ability,"  observed  Waldsteio, 
■miling  in  bis  tarn. 

"  Indeed  I  do !"  cried  Joanna,  hastily, 
seating  herself  strait  way  in  the  boat;  "  I  am 
not  afraid  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  the  excursion,  and  feel  very 
grateful  to  you  for  it." 

They  now  glided  along  the  calm  surface  of 
the  water,  while  Bertram  remained  standing 
upon  the  shore,  gazing  on  them  with  a  pecu- 
liar expression  of  countenauce.  A  pleasant 
conversation  ensued  between  the  young 
peo()le :  the  beauty  of  the  eveulug,  the  re- 
flection of  the  Heavens  in  the  clear  waters  ~ 

VOL.  I.  n 
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the  agreeable  coDtignity  of  the  well-kept 
gardens,  which,  viewed  from  the  end  of  the 
lake,  seemed  to  blend,  in  pleasing  deception,  , 
with  the  distant  trees  of  the  LiiwreDce-hill— | 
these,  together  with  the  memory  of  formei 
hours,  sod  the  enjoyment  of  the  present,  all 
combined  to  silence  and  to  subdue  the  disquiet 
which  had  seized  on  Albert  during  the  pre-  . 
ceding  part  of  the  day.  After  so  many  yetfifl 
had  passed,  it  gave  him  singular  plet 
row  the  playmate  of  his  youth  over  the  same 
lake,  and  to  behold  her  graceful  form  in 
blooming  womanhood  floating  along  in  the 
dancing  vessel  to  tie  efforts  of  his  vigorow  .1 
arm. 

Their  little  excursion  finished,  Bertram 
proceeded  to  secure  the  boat,  and  ia  doing 
so  scratched  his  hand.  Joanna  perceiving 
blood  to  flow,  was  alarmed,  and  suddenly 
drawing  forth  her  handkerchief,  the  gold 
case  she  had  so  hastily  concealed  rolled  out 
upon  the  ground,  Waldstein,  with  a  min- 
gled feeling  of  gallantry  and  curiosity,  imme- 
diately stooped  to  pick  it  up,  before  Joanna 
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vas  aware  of  the  circumstance.  Id  its  fall 
the  case  had  sprung  open— revealing  the  por- 
trait of  a  maa  with  auburn  hair  and  noble 
features. 

On  turning  and  seeing  the  case  open  in 
e  Count's  band,  Joanaa  uttered,  a  faint 
cry.  Waldsteio  presented  her  with  the 
portrait,  saying,  in  a  stiff  and  somewhat 
gloomy  tone :  "  May  I  ask  who  this  is  in- 
tended to  represent ;"  The  girl  blushed  and 
hesitated,  at  the  same  time  hastily  taking  the 
cuse  from  Waldsteiii's  hand: — "  It  is  a  gift 
of  my  mother's;"  she  at  last  replied,  in  a 
voice BCBTcely  audible.  "  O  enough,  enough," 
interrupted  Albert :  "  I  have  no  right  to  dive 
into  your  secrets."  Much  agitated,  Joanna 
replied,  "  Most  certainly,  my  Lord,  it  ought 
to  be  no  secret  to  you:  if" — and  here  sht- 
stopped. 

"  Farewell,  Joanna!  Good  night,  Ber- 
tram !"  and  so  saying,  Waldstein  took  his  hat 
and  departed.  Joanna  stood  a  moment,  as  if 
debating  within  herself:  she  then  determinetl 
that  the  Count  should  not  remain  impressed 
h2 
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with  any  suspicion,  and  therefore  followed 
him  through  the  court  yard, 

"  My  Lord,"  she  said,  "  bear  me  but  one 
word,"  Waldstein  turned  round,  and  looked 
on  her  with  surprise.  "  Would  it  be  agreeBble 
to  you,,  my  Lord,"  she  pursued,  "  to  take 
the  trouble  to  come  here  again  to  morrow 
afternoon,  and  favour  me  with  an  hour's 
audience  I  You  shall  then  learn" — 

"  Whut  are  you  about,  Joanna?"  whispered 
her  father,  coming  up: — "  Consider  your 
promise  to  me!" 

"  I  knoff',  father;  but  I  could  not  then 
foresee  such  an  occurrence  as  the  present. 
I  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  Count  Wald- 
Btein's  honour," 

"  No,"  answered  Albert,  "  I  wish  not  to 
have  your  secret.  T,  also,  have  confidence 
in  you ;  you  can  bave  nothing  to  keep 
secret,  Joanna,  for  which  you  need   blush." 

"  And  therefore,  my  Lord,  it  is,  that  I 
repeat  my  retjuest  for  your  audience  to-moF- 
row.  You  shall  know  all :  and  you  will  be  able 
to  distinguish  between  weakness  aud  guilt." 
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WaMstein  was  sileDt.  Joanna's  last  words 
had  excited  within  liim  a  host  of  sormises. 
It  should  seem,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  she 
entertained  an  unfortunate  passion  for  the 
original  of  the  picture,  and  this  conviction 
pained  our  hero,  without  his  exactly  knowin|; 
why.  He  promised  to  come  however;  but 
added,  with  a  smile,  "  I  am  not  solicitous  to 
hear  your  confessions,  Joanna.  Think,  there- 
fore, for  jour  own  peace,  that  you  have  pro- 
mised nothing — farewell !"  A  conversation  now 
eoaned  between  the  father  and  daughter,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  the  intended  disclosure,  wbich 
ended  by  Bertram  telling  Joanna  that  she 
Tasa  wilful  child,  and  hoping  no  harm  would 
come  of  it.  His  ill  humour,  however,  if  he 
displayed  any,  was  soon  dispelled  by  the 
umles  and  endearments  of  the  affectionate 
pH. 

<  Waldstein  continued  to  muse  upon  the 
nrcumstance  that  had  just  occurred.  Had 
this  maid  likewise  already  uonfided  her  sym- 
pathies to  another?  Was  she,  like  Helen, 
inToWed  in  some  mysterious  intrigue?     But 
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what  imported  it  to  him  if  she  were  ?  Ala^l 
so  little  was  Waldstein's  self-knowledge,  tbi 
be  forbore  to  trace  this  anxiety  to  its  i 
legitimate  soarce.  In  such  a  mood,  he  strolled 
on,  until,  at  a  solitary  spot  near  the  Convei^ 
of  the  Capuchins,  his  abstraction  was  diss 
pated  by  a  confused  sound  of  voices  i 
dashing  arms.  Astonished,  he  paused,  list- 
ening attentively,  and  then  hurried  toward 
the  spot  from  whence  the  noise  proceeded. 
He  found  a  man  wrapped  in  a  mantle, 
back  against  the  wall,  defending  himself  w 
a  drawn  sword  against  three  antagonist^ 
and  it  should  seem  that  he  gave  them  ; 
enough  to  do,  altbough  using  only  his  lei 
arm. 

"  What  is  the  matter  here?"  cried  WaW 
stein,  as  with  unsheathed  sword  he  sol 
denly  advanced  upon  the  assailants,  wi 
appeared  to  belong  to  the  garrison.  "  Ai 
you  not  ashamed  to  avail  yourselves  of  sul 
odds!" 

"  He  is  a  villain  r*  shouted  one;  "aspyl 
exclaimed    another  ;      "  a   German   dogl 
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bellowed  the  third,  at  the  same  time  re- 
doubling his  blows, 

"  "Whoever  you  are,  noble  stranger,"  cried 
the  attacked  man,  with  tha  purest  Bohemian 
accent,  "stand  by  me!  I  am  assaulted  by 
iusassins." 

Waldstein  did  not  consider  long ;  but  im- 
petuously charging  the  soldiers,  their  intended 
victim  was  soon  freed  from  such  an  unequal 
contest.  "  I  thank  you.  Sir,"  be  now  said, 
•*  I  am  an  officer  and  a  nobleman.  These 
rascals  attacked  me  on  my  way  home,  doubt- 
less meaning  to  rob  me." 

"  Villain  !  it  is  not  your  money,  bat  your 
Kfe  we  want,"  exclaimed  one  of  the  three — 
attempting,  but  vainly,  ta  rally  bis  comrades. 
**  We  had  vowed  your  destruction  long  ago, 
ever  since  we  first  saw  you  sneaking  about 
the  fortress." 

"  He  is  the  servant  of  the  Swedes,"  said 
another  of  these  heroes. 

"  He  is  a  Swede  himself,"  rejoined  the 
first  speaker,  again  endeavouriug  to  get  at 
the  object  of  his  hate.    At  this  moment,  the 
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moon  rose  above  the  wall  beside  them,  aftJ 
illumined  the  whole  scene. 

"  Ha !  Count  Waldstein  !"  exclaimed  one 
of  the  assailants, 

"  Even  so,"  replied  Albert;  "  and  I  am 
sorry  to  fiod  soldiers  of  the  Imperial  army 
engaged  in  so  shameful  a  proceeding."  The 
men  reluctantly  sheathed  their  weapons,  and 
retired. 

Waldstein  had  now  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  person  of  the  stranger.  He 
was  a  man  of  tall,  robust  figure,  and  appa- 
rently of  middle  age.  His  hat  had  fallen  off 
in  the  conflict,  and  the  moon  shone  brightly 
on  his  strongly  marked  countenance.  Hi» 
thick  mustachios  and  animated  eyes,  with 
the  profusion  of  raven  hair  that  fell  down 
either  side  of  the  laced  colliir  of  his  doublet, 
presented  a  striking,  though  not  a  very  plea- 
sing tout  ensemble.  A  disagreeable  but  vague 
feeling  agitated  Albert,  as  the  stranger  stooped 
to  pick  up  fais  hat  and  returned  his  sword 
into  its  scabbard. 

The  silence  was   broken  by   the   rescueilk 
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nan: — '*  I  am  most  happy,  my  Lord,  that 
this  fortunate  accident  has  not  only  made  me 
eternally  your  debtor,  but  has  also  acquainted 
me  with  the  name  of  my  noble-minded  tie- 
iivercr.  Believe  me,  jou  have  not  obliged 
an  ungrateful  man." 

"  May  I  ask,"  s^d  Waldstein,  in  reply, 
"  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  converse?" 

"  My  name  is  Berka  von  Duba," 

"  Berka  von  Duba  J"  repeated  Albert, 
slowly  and  with  emotion. 

"  Isitknown  toyou  J"  inqnired  the  other, 
a  peculiar  smile  playing  about  his  lips. 

"  It  is  the  name  of  one  of  our  oldest 
families,"  replied  Albert.  "  You  are  an 
officer,  it  appears." 

"  I  once  was  so;  but  you  see,"  and  he 
drew  back  his  mantle,  as  he  spoke,  "  what 
has  happened  to  my  right  arm.  Such  is  the 
result  of  my  service,  and  my  reward  has  been 


"  Ay  !  that  is  a  melancholy  fate  which  you 
share  in  common  with  many  others." 

"  True  ;  such  are  the   thanks  awarded  by 
h3 
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the  mighty  everywhere.  Were  it  permitted 
me  to  illustrate  small  tbiogs  by  a  reference  to 
great,  I  shonld  quote  the  instance  of  yont 
glorious  DDcle.  Like  him,  I  have  served  my 
country  to  the  best  of  my  power,  and  like 
him,  too,  have  I  been  rewarded.  The  great 
Friedland  was  treated  with  shameful  ingrati- 
tude— tbeguitt  imputed  to  bim,  never  proved." 

"  Sir!"  interrupted  Albert,  "  be  pleased 
to  spare  any  further  comment  on  my  uncle. 
The  subject  you  allude  to  I  have  resolutely 
forbidden  myself  to  touch  upon." 

"  It  is  well  if  you  cnn  forbear ;  but  fortune 
has  smiled  upon  you,  while  on  me  her  frown 
bas  been  unceasing.  My  small  possessions, 
the  scanty  remains  of  my  paternal  estate, 
(the  greatest  part  of  which  I  slaked  duriog  the 
war  in  Austria,)  have  been  plundered  and  fired 
by  the  Swedes ;  and  here  I  stand,  at  once 
abandoned  by  my  native  country  and  a  saf' 
ferer  from  the  oppression  of  the  enemy." 

"  Have  you  not  tried  toawaken  the  notice 
of  the  Kmperor '{  Ferdinand  is  kind  and  jus^ 
and  I  doabt  not ." 
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"  I  have  iDtrodaced  myself  to  Field  Mar- 
shal C  olio  redo.  He  encouraged  me  >nth 
hopes  that,  upon  the  settlement  of  peace, 
(which  he  trnsts  is  near  at  hand)  all  de- 
mands would  be  fully  satisfied.  A  notable 
consolation,  truly !  soon  pronounced,  and 
costing  nothing  to  the  giver.  But,  farewell, 
my  Lord !  I  see,  we  have  reached  the 
Palace -square.  Your  path  probably  is  to- 
ward Konigsburg  or  your  palace  in  the  city ; 
mine  lies  in  another  direction.  Accept  again 
the  thanks  of  an  old  soldier — not  so  much  for 
bis  life,  which  you  have  saved,  hut  for  the 
joy  I  feel  in  finding  the  nephew  of  a  great 
hero,  the  inheritor  of  his  generous  and  noble 
mind."  They  exchanged  courtesies  and 
parted. 

How  had  this  stranger  styled  himself?  was 
he  indeed  a  relation  of  Helen  ?  If  so,  how 
was  it  he  had  never  been  heard  of  before  7 
Did  not  every  circumstance,  all  which  tbe 
Mldiera  had  said,  all  he  had  himself  comma- 
nicated — lead  Waldstein  to  a  contrary  con- 
clagioD  i  to  the  presumpliaD  that  he  was  that 
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very  Odowalsky  spoken  of  in  tlie  leUer  frolfl 
the  holy  father  of  the  monastery  of  Tcpell 
Upon  further  reflectioD,  how  many  painfdl 
recollections  were  awakened  by  the  strangers 
appearance !  Did  not  his  figure,  his  whol^ 
bearing,  recal  to  mind  the  fatal  image  of  ll 
unknown  in  the  boat,  on  the  Moldavia  shore 
witl — in  Helen's  arms! 

But  if  he  were  actually  a  relation  of  HelelJG 
might  not  that  fact  remove  altogether 
offensive  character  of  their  meetings?  Pel 
plexed  and  confounded,  lie  knew  not  what  I 
think,  but  lost  himself  in  a  labyrinth  of  sup^ 
positions,  of  doubts,  and  fears.     Again 
passed  an  anxious  and  sleepless  night,  t 
persevered  in  his  resolution  not  to  appear  i 
the  governor's  festival ;  and,  in  short,  to  avoi J 
Helen  altogether  until,  the  equivocal  natui 
of  her  position  should  be  cleared  up. 

Whilst  in  Prague,  some  few  exceptec 
they  were  unapprehensive  of  danger  froii 
tfae  Swedes,  nourishing  the  hope  of  pean 
and  enjoying  the  rare  moments  of  tranquUli^ 
the  Swedes  themselves  were  in  Pilsen,  vhehi 
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KoDigsmark  now  gradually  drew  together 
his  whole  force.  All  the  regiments  were 
sooii  united,  and  they  were  only  waiting  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Coppy,  the  commiinder  at 
Eger,  who  was  to  join  with  a  detachment  of 
cavalry. 

Odowalsky  was  likewise  expected.  He 
bad  been  constanlly  busy  of  lale  in  going  to 
and  fro  between  Prague  and  Eger.  His 
former  acquaiutancesbip  with  the  country ; 
his  connexions,  in  Prague  and  its  environs, 
with  men  of  various  ranks ;  his  dexterity  in 
assuming  different  disguises;  all  conspired  to 
procure  him  the  opportunity  of  collecting 
various  information,  and  of  putting  himself 
in  possession,  as  well  through  his  own  obser- 
vation as  from  sources  to  be  depended  on, 
of  the  most  complete  knowledge  of  the 
situation  of  things.  Thus  did  he  turn  to 
.account  his  connexion  witli  Helen;  whilst 
■be  was  happy  to  serve  her  beloved  friend, 
and  to  aid  in  the  grand  plan  which,  as  far  at 
he  considered  necessary,  he  had  revealed 
to  her. 
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The  day  and  hour  were  now  determi 
on.  Helen  knew  it ;  indeed,  her  intelligence 
had  contributed  much  toward  this  determina- 
tion, for  she  it  was  who  had,  long  before  the 
festival,  given  intimation  of  its  taking  place 
to  Odowalsky,  and  had  likewise  communi- 
cated to  him  all  the  arragements ; — as  that, 
after  the  banquet,  there  was  to  be  dancing, 
and,  on  the  approach  of  night,  a  display  of  fire- 
works in  the  palace -garden.  The  greatest  part 
of  the  nobility  and  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  PragTie  had  been  invited ;  and  it  was  to 
be  supposed  that  both  the  higher  and  lower 
classes  would  banish  appreheasion,  and  that 
the  military  regulations  around  the  palace 
would  be  less  strictly  attended  to.  This 
night,  therefore,  was  selected  by  Odowalsky 
for  the  execution  of  his  plan ;  and,  two  days 
previously,  he  proceeded  to  Piisen,  in  order 
to  make  the  final  arrangements  with  Coant 
Kiinigsmark,  with  whom  he  had  not,  as  yet, 
personally  communicated. 

Konigsmark's  head-quarters  were  fixed  at 
the  council-house  in  PiUen.     The  arrival  of 
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Odowalsky  was  Immediately  aonounced  to 
him,  and  a  nepbew  of  Konigsmark  conducted 
kim  to  the  Geaeral. 

It  WHS  in  the  same  house  in  wliich,  many 
years  before,  the  Duke  of  Friedland  had,  a 
short  time  previous  to  his  tragical  end,  sum- 
moned bis  generals  about  him :  and  as  Odo- 
wabky  stepped  into  tbe  ancient  ball,  with 
its  lofty  arched  windows,  decorated  with 
captured  banners,  figures  of  ancient  Bohe- 
mian princes,  8cc.  tbe  scene  exhibited  on  tbe 
former  occasion  recurred  to  his  mind,  and 
agitated  him  greatly.  He  was  now,  in  effect, 
preparing  to  do  that  of  which  Friedland  bad 
been  accused,  and  for  whicb  he  had  bo 
dreadfully  suffered. 

He  soon  overcame  this  ioToluDtary  fteling, 
however,  and  approached  the  General,  wtK> 
was  standing  at  tbe  other  end  of  the  ball,  sdt- 
rounded  by  several  officers,  at  a  table  covered 
with  maps  and  plans,  amongst  which.  Odo- 
walsky  recognised  several  representing  Prague 
and  its  environs,  Tbe  General  advanced 
finm  bebind  tbe  table:  he  was  a  man  be- 
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tween  forty  and  fifty,  of  a  tall  and  powerful 
figure,  with  broad  chest  and  shoulders. 
Around  his  high  forehead  his  auburn  hair  fell 
in  profuse  but  disordered  locks;  a  broad- 
sword hung  iu  a  blue  scarf  at  his  side.  A 
large  aquiline  nose,  and  lips  covered  with 
thick  mustachios,  gave  to  his  countenance 
an  expression  of  haughtiness,  nay,  almost 
of  scorn. 

"  You  are  the  imperial  officer,"  he  began, 
B8  he  returned  Odowalsky's  salutation  with  a 
slight  inclination  of  the  head,  "  who  engages 
to  deliver  Prague  into  our  bands  ?" 

Odowalsky  bowed  assent. 

"  Have  you  well  weighed  and  e.\aniined 
every  thing  connected  with  this  enterprise?" 

"  I  would  not  else  venture  to  appear 
before  your  Excellency." 

"  It  is  a  hazardous  game.  We  are  not 
strong  enough  to  attempt  a  regular  sieg^e  of' 
the  city;  and,  therefore,  what  is  to  take 
place  must  be  in  the  shape  of  a  coup-de- 
main." 

"  That  is  precisely  what  I  intend.     The 
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situation  of  things  is  well  known  to  me ;  and 
I  have  not  calculated  on  success,  in  ignorance 
of  the  chances  both  for  and  against  it." 

"  Yon  promise  largely,  Colonel  Odo- 
walsky." 

"  My  honour  rests  upon  the  issue — per- 
haps my  life.     These  pledges" 

"  However  great,  do  not  exceed  the  risk 
I  run  in  trusting  my  troops,  myself,  and  the 
fame  of  this  undertaking,  to  the  word  of  a 
man  who — excuse  me.  Colonel — has  not  been 
uniform  in  his  fidelity." 

OdowaUky,  with  diflicultj,  bridled  his  im- 
petuous feelings  whilst  he  replied,  "  Your 
Excellency,  perhaps,  may  tliiuk  it  trouble- 
■ome  to  occupy  yourself  with  the  motives  of 
one  comparatively  obscure ;  otherwise,  it 
might  easily  be  shown  that  the  unheard-of 
ingratitude  wherewith  I  have  been  treated 
■ufBces  to  dissolve  every  tie  of  country ; 
whilst  to  you  I  am  bound  by  the  most  sacred 
ubiigations.     I  am  a  Protestant." 

Kbnigsmark  replied  nothing   to   this ;  but 
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there  played  about  the  corner  of  his  mouth 
an  expression  of  incredulity.  "  In  what 
manner,"  be  inquired,  at  length,  "  do  you 
propose  to  carry  your  plan  into  execution?" 

"  For  some  time  past,  the  walls  of  tbA^ 
fortification  have  been  undergoing  repair, 
The  worli,  as  there  are  several  breaches, 
proceeds  but  slowly ;  and,  at  these  points, 
it  would  be   easy   to   introduce   a  body 


"  Yes,  if  they  leave  the  breaches 
gaarded,"  interrupted  Kbnigsmark;  " 
that  is  scarcely  to  be  expected." 

"  The  garrison  of  Prague,"  answered  tbd 
Colonel,  *' is  small,  and  barely  sufficient  ttt 
supply  all  (he  posts  of  so  large  a  city,  t 
have,  besides,  acquaintances  amongst  the 
officers — friends  and  fellow- believers.  H 
will  not  be  difficult — in  fact,  it  ia  already 
agreed,  that  the  watch-posts  behind  the  palaorf 
and  onward  toward  the  Lore  t  to -square  shonid 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  upon  whose 
attachment  to  our  cause  I  may  safely  depend. 
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A  troop  preseatiDg  tLemselves  iii  this  quarter, 
and  giving  the  proper  word,  would  find  do 
resistance." 

"  That  may  do,"  said  KoDigsmark,  thought- 
fully: "  go  on,  sir." 

"  The  day  after  to-morrow,  the  Governor, 
Count  Martinitz,  gives  a  grand  festival,  to 
which  the  whole  of  the  nobility  in  Prague 
are  invited.  After  dinner  will  follow  a  ball, 
and,  at  night,  a  display  of  fireworks.  These 
entertainments  at  an  end,  the  good  wine  will 
doubtless  dispose  every  one  to  sound  slum- 
ber— and  our  time  will  arrive." 

Konigsmark  remained  silent  some  moments 
and  then  replied,  "  Your  scheme  is  not  had. 
We  will  consider  it,  and  acquaint  you  with 
oar  determination.  For  the  present,  fare- 
well. Colonel  von  Odowalsky!"  Ho  mo- 
tioned with  bis  band,  and  Odowalsky  retired, 
sccompaoied  by  Ko  nigs  mark's  nephew,  who, 
perceiving  thathis  uncle's  manner  had  offended 
the  stranger,  sought,  by  friendly  converse, 
to  efface  the  nopleasant  impression.  Tbey 
were  talking  together  respecting  the  present 
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situation  of  Prague  and  the  feeliugs  o(  tbe 
people,  when  suddenly  the  sound  of  trumpets 
and  the  loud  prancing  of  steeds  aunoiiDced! 
the  arrival  of  cavalry.  They  hurried  to  tbe 
window,  and  found  it  was  Colonel  CoppyJ 
vho  liad  arrived,  with  his  regiment,  froiri 
Eger.  Young  Kiinigsmark  went  directly  tfl 
announce  this  infelligence  to  his  uncle  ;  and] 
meanwhile,  tbe  Colonel  had  dismounted, 
was  working  his  way  up  stairs  under  ths 
weight  of  bis  huge  military  cloak.  Odowalskj* 
advanced  to  meet  bim,  and  was  greeted  wifK! 
a  hearty  and  vigorous  shake  of  tbe  hand. 

"  Already  here,  Colonel?"  said  he:  "  but 
bow  is  Ihisf  you  sp«m  out  of  humour.  HaS^ 
not  tbe  General  closed  with  yonr  proposition?^ 

"  The  General  has  received  nie  in  a  verj 
strange  way — as  a  petitioner  suing  for  a^ 
favour,  instead  of  a  man  wbo  is  on  the  pointy 
with  g:reat  sacrifices  and  personal  danger,  of 
rendering  to  Ihc  crown  of  Sweden,  and  the' 
new  creed,  a  service  of  the  greatest  i 
portance. " 

"  Never  mind   that,  man!"  cried  Coppy; 
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"  We  all  know  the  General.  He  is  proud, 
terribly  proud.  His  ancient  house,  and  the 
important  part  nliicb  his  ancestors  have  acted 
in  Brandenburg  and  Sweden  render  him 
haughty.  He  does  not  regard  iis  lesser 
nobles  as  at  all  his  equals.  We  must  excuse 
these  pretences  in  him,  for  he  possesses  the 
qualities  of  a  soldier  and  general  iu  the 
highest  degree." 

"  I  acknowledge  his  merit ;  I  bow  to  his 
lank^  and  will  allov,  too,  that  his  ancestors 
may  accidentally  have  ha-d  more  opportunity 
of  distinguishing  themselves  than  mine.  But, 
as  to  e*ery  thing  else,  we  am  equals.  It  was 
not  that  feeUng,  however;  it  was  not  pride 
of  ancestry  which  prompted  him  to  behave  to 
me  in  a  manner  I  might  almost  terra  inimical. 
It  looked  rather  like  personal  antipathy." 

"  Do  not  believe  it !  The  Count  well  knows 
how  to  estimate  your  services,  and  I  can  aa- 
«ure  you  considers  your  proposal  as  extremely 
welcome  and  highly  important,  expressing 
himself  in  strong  terms  of  your  courage  and 
activity," 
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At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  inner  apart- 
ment  opened,  and  young  Kouigsmark  came 
to  summon  Colonel  Coppy  to  an  audience, 
at  the  same  time  bringing  Odowalsky  an  luvi 
tation  to  dinner. 

Before  the  comTnenceraent  of  that  met 
I  the  General  held  a  short  council  of  war,  i 
the  subject  of  the  intended  expedition. 

At  table,  an  air  of  hilarity  was  universal 
diffused,  and  the  conversation  grew  animated  ^ 
yet  it  was  felt  that  the  presence  of  the  General 
operated  as  a  restraint,  and  it  was  only  whea, 
on  the  excuse  of  business,  he  retired,  that 
the  officers  took  free  scope.  The  intpudw 
march  to  Prague,  which,  according  to  { 
decision  of  the  council  of  war,  was  fixed  fot 
the  next  day,  was  the  principal  topic.  In- 
spired by  wine  and  reckless  gallantry,  each 
expressed  himself  in  his  own  way  on  the  sak 
ject.  Some  looked  upon  it  as  extreme^ 
hazardous,  while  others  regarded  it  as  mere 
child's-play.  Some  of  the  elder  officers 
thought  it  shewed  rather  too  great  precipitancj^ 
to  break  up  on  the   morrow  for  RakonitK, 
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a  the  order — conceiving  that  more  minute 
iaformation  should  have  been  previously  ob- 
tained. 

"  What!"exclaimed  Colonel Coppy,  "stop 
and  risk  the  receiving  news  of  peace  before 
we  have  done  with  Prague  l" 

"  There  is  httle  fear  of  that,"  interrupted  a 
young  major;  "the  diplomatists, sojourning  to- 
gether atOsnabriick,  are  tooslowiu  theirmoTe- 
meots.  Depend  on  it,  ere  they  have  weighed  out 
by  the  ounce  each  advantage  and  disadvantage 
of  the  contending  parties,  we  shall  have  time 
enough  to  take  possession  of  all  Bohemia." 

"  The  matter,"  said  Odowalsky,"  must  not 
be  imagined  quite  so  easy.  The  taking  of 
Prague  may,  indeed,  be  facilitated  by  the 
measures  already  concerted,  and  by  the  pru- 
dent management  of  circumstances ;  but, 
gentlemen,  the  Bohemians  wilt  not  be  so 
quickly  vanquished  as  you  seem  to  think. 
Our  nation  is  valiant,  as  has  been  proved 
more  than  once,  to  the  terror  of  the  world." 

"  I  do  not  mean  to  dispute  that,  Colonel," 
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replied  the  Swede,  "  but  we  have  not  to  d 
with  the  Bohemians  as  a  nation" — 

"  Alas,  that  is  bat  too  true,"  whispen 
Odowalsky  to  himself. 

"  But  with  the  Emperor's  army,"  cootiaued 
the   other,  "  wbicb,  as  every  one  knows, 
weak  ID  number,  and  at  present  unprovided' 
with  any  commander  ofemiDence.  The  happj 
times  of  your  country  are  past.     Yoi 
and  Waldstein  exist  no  longer,  while  with  II 
an  uofadtDg'  race    of   heroes    has  ameo  J 
SDCcession  since  the  death  of  the  great  Gid 
tavus  Adolpbus." 

Odowalsky,  after  a  moment's  silence,  n 
plied,  "  Bohemia  does  not  want  for  BimiU 
spirits,  but  faction  and  envy  have  driven  thei 
from  their  proper  spheres," 

"  Well,  well.  Gentlemen,  pray  let  as  baiP 
no  disputation,"  cried  Coppy;  "  of  v 
is  this  war  of  words  ?  Otir  ai^ument  shoaV 
be  the  sword,  and  onr  eloquence,  Ihunddl 
from  our  artillery  ; — rhetoric  which,  I  tmst, 
will  prove  convincing  the  day  after  to-morron 
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when  we  arriye  at  Prague,  Come,  here's 
success  to  our  enterprise." 

The  officers  all  rose,  and,  amidst  loud  ac- 
clamations, the  toast  was  druuk ;  Odowalsky 
joining,  with  the  uneasy  dissatisfied  feeUng 
of  a  man  conscious  that  he  is  not  in  his  pro- 
perplace,  nor  sharing  in  a  sentiment  honourable 
to  him.  He  sought  to  repress  this  conscious- 
ness bj  Yociferatiou  : —  "  The  capture  of 
Prague,"  said  he,  "  will  benefit  the  good 
cause  in  various  ways.  In  losing  that  city, 
Ferdinand  loses  the  whole  kingdom  :  his 
ambassadors  at  the  congress  will  be  forced  to 
lower  their  tone,  and  thus  the  protestant  states, 
particularly  the  Swedes,  will  be  enabled  to 
enforce  their  just  demands.  To  any  one 
capable  of  taking  a  wide  survey  of  things,  it 
must  be  evident  that  the  capture  of  Prague  is 
not  only  important  as  a  single  military  enter- 
prise, but  as  having  an  influence  on  the  gene- 
ral state  of  political  relation  all  over  Europe," 

*'  That  seems,"  observed  the  major,  "giv- 
ing your  native  land  too  commanding  an  atti- 
tode." 

VOL.  I.  I 
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"  Not  at  all !"  interrupted  Odowalsky.  "  In 
Bohemia  the  first  spark  of  the  thirty  years' 
war  was  kiudled  ;  and  in  Bohemia,  and  no- 
trhere  else,  it  can  and  will  be  extinguished.. 
It  bas  been  the  cradle  both  of  the  war  i 
the  Reformation,  and  the  birth-place 
■Hubs." 

"In  the  naine  of  good-fellowship,"  agua 
interposed  Coppy,  "  what  have  we  to 
with  either  Huss  or  Luther?  Let  na 
silent  respecting  those  whom  we  do  cot  knowi 
and  rather  think  how  we  shall  enjoy  ourselves 
iu  Prague,  That  city  is  extremely  beautifol, 
I  have  been  informed." 

"  Have  you  never  visited  it  I"  asked  Oi 
valsky. 

"  No,  but  I  have  heard  much  of  its  mi 
nificence,  and  of  the  beauty  of  its  palai 
and  churches." 
'  Their  copious  libations  had  now  worked' 
deeply  upon  these  worthies,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded, in  the  intoxication  of  the  moment, 
to  draw  out  a  list  of  the  finest  mansions  iu  tba 
devoted  city,  and  cast  lots  for  their  possession. 
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Odowalsky,  as  he  bad  previously  intimated, 
tliough  half  in  joke,  tu  Helen,  made  choice 
of  the  Waldsteiii  palace. 

But  this  wild  scheme  of  appropriation 
quickly  gave  birth  to  sharp  and  angry  oavil- 
Ungs.  Some  wbo  bad  be  en  backward  in  fixing 
their  choice,  were  inclined  to  regard  the 
whole  matter  as  a  frolic,  while  others  pro- 
fessed themselves  serious  in  abiding  by  their 
selection,  and  maiutoiaed  that  they  would 
resent  the  interference  even  of  the  General 
himseir.  Thus  at  length  tbey  separated,  half 
merry,  half  disputatious,  and  almost  wholly 
intoxicated. 

Odowalsky  wished  to  return  to  Prague, 
where  some  matters  were,  he  said,  still  to  be 
atraoged.  With  difficulty  he  obtained  per- 
nuflsion  from  Kbnigsmark  ;  and  he  could  not 
but  feel  that  the  portion  of  confidence  placed 
in  him  by  that  chief  was  very  small.  Having 
^veu  his  word  of  boDour  to  return  next 
morning,  he  hastened,  inasufiiciently  gloomy 
mood,  to  Prague,  where  he  was  desirous,  if 
possible,  to  have  an  interview   with   Helen 
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before  the  decisive  moment.     He  wished  to 
make  final   arrangeiaeDts  for   the  safety  of 
lierself  and  her  relations,  as  well  as  to  gather 
fresh  courage  from  the  contemplation  of  her   i 
charms,  and  the  consciousness  of  her  love  to   | 
him. 

The  length  of  the  way,  however,  from  1 
Pilsen  to  Prague,  and  the  many  affairs  iat 
had  to  attend  to  there,  with  other  circum- 
stances, prevented  bim  from  satisfying  these  1 
desires.  He  was  forced  to  content  himself 
with  informing  Hel«n  by  letter  of  what  vas 
necessary  to  be  done,  and  to  leavb  the  rest 
to  chance. 

It  was  on  the  evening  of  this  very  uneasy   ' 
and  busy  day,  that,  in  the  course  of  his  wan-  J 
dering  about  the  fortifications,  (where  he  was  j 
anxious  to  seek  out  the  most  advantageous  -1 
point  for  the  entry  of  the  Swedish  troops  o 
the  following  night,)   he  was  attacked,  first   I 
fay  the  reproaches  and  then  by  the  swords  of 
some  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  and  forced  to 
draw  for  his  liberty  and  life.     Waldstein's  in- 
tervention, as  wo  have  seen,  saved  him ;  acd, 
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but  of  temper,  and  discouraged  by  all  that 
had  passed  during  the  last  two  days,  the 
apostate  BohemiaD  set  out  an  hour  after  that 
eucuuuter  on  his  way  to  Rakonitz, 

Early  next  morning:  he  arrived  at  Pilnitz, 
where  the  Swedes  were  already  encamped. 
They  had  marched  all  nig'ht,  and  Kiinigsmark 
had  taken  every  precaution  that  prudence 
and  energy  could  suggest,  to  keep  their  ar- 
rival as  secret  as  possible.  The  place  was 
Buirounded  by  cavalry,  who  allowed  none, 
aoder  any  pretence,  either  to  quit  or  enter 
the  town.  All  the  couriers  were  detained, 
as  were  even  the  people  who  had  been  found 
in  the  fields  during  the  march.  Thus  was 
(be  near  approach  of  so  strong  a  force  to  the 
capital  concealed,  and  that  blow  silently  pre- 
pared which,  in  the  succeeding  night,  was 
to  crush  unsuspecting  Prague, 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

On  the  morolng  of  the  fated  day,  whilst  the 
swords  of  the  Swedes  were  sharpening,  aaA 
their  fire-arms  loading,  the  gardens  and  apart- 
ments of  the  royal  palaco  in  Prag^ue  were 
filled  with  preparations  for  the  approachiog 
festival,  and  almost  all  the  citizens  display* 
ing  holiday  faces  and  holiday  garments.  Al 
Troy,  also,  the  family  were  about  to  tak« 
part  in  this  general  gala.  Arms  and  accou- 
trements for  man  and  horse  were  furbishii^ 
in  the  court-yard.  A  committee  of  taste  was 
in  deep  deliheration  in  the  ladies'  apartments, 
deciding  on  the  various  merits  of  silk  and 
velvet — pearl  and  diamond :  all,  in  fact,  be- 
tokened gaiety. 

Helen's   breast   alone  was  tormented  by 
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anxioas  forebodiogs ;  her  active  imagiaatioti 
fibred  a  thousand  sceaes  of  bloodshed,  ter- 
ror, and  distress,  in  which  her  friends  and 
ber  lover  were  equally  involved.  The  greater 
her  outward  endeavours  to  assist,  (according 
to  Odowalsky's  wish,)  in  difTusing  among  those 
around  a  spirit  of  unconcern  and  of  perfect 
devotion  to  the  pleasures  of  the  moment,  su 
much  the  greater,  also,  her  inward  conscious- 
ness and  struggle  to  niaintaio  her  presence 
of  mind. 

Her  mother,  it  is  true,  was  safe.  But, 
almost  Id  spite  of  herself,  there  was  BDuther 
person  whose  impending  fate  she  could  not 
look  on  with  any  portion  of  steadiness — Al- 
bert von  Waldstein.  The  idea  of  his  being 
awakened  from  unsuspecting  slumbers,  un- 
armed and  surrounded  by  a  ferocious  enemy, 
bloody,  disfigured  ^perhaps,  mortally  wound- 
ed— and  thinking  of  her  in  his  latest  moments! 
— this  idea  was  intolerable,  and  ceased  not  tu 
haunt  her  fancy  all  that  restless  night  and 
morning. 

No !  she  could  not  tbink  of  seeing  her  ge- 
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neraus-miuded  friend  perish.  She  was  best 
on  his  rescue  ;  she  knew  her  unbounded  in- 
fluence over  him,  and  resolved  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  to  save  him,  vithout,  at  the 
same  time,  violating  those  obligations  of  se- 
cresy  under  which  she  lay.  She  doubted  not 
but  he  would  be  present  at  the  banquet,  when 
she  would  summon  every  attraction,  both  of 
mind  and  person,  in  order  to  draw  from  him 
the  reason  of  his  unaccountably  long  absence, 
and  to  prevail  on  him,  under  same  plausible  ' 
pretext,  to  escort  her  out  of  Prague  in  the 
evening  and  pass  the  night  in  the  castle  of 
his  relations,  where  lie  would  be  secure  from 
the  attack  of  the  Swedes.  She  trusted  that  i 
the  execution  of  this  little  plot  would  not 
prove  difficult.  She  knew  that  the  festival  I 
was  to  be  prolonged  until  midnight,  and  that 
her  uncle,  who  was  iio  friend  of  late  boars, 
would  retnrn  home  early. — This  resolution, 
and  the  preparation  for  proceeding  to  the 
festival,  tended  to  restore  her  mind  to  some 
degree  of  tranquillity.  She  dressed  herself 
to  the  utmost  advantage  ;  and  as  it  happened 
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to  be  Sunday,  it  was  determiued  that  the  ca- 
valcade should  set  out  somewhat  earlier  than 
vould  be  otherwise  necessary,  in  order  first 
to  attend  mass  at  the  cathedral. 

Waldstein  had  awakened  early  that  morn* 
ing  from  unpleasant  fllumbers,  in  which  the 
events  of  the  preceding  day  were  strangely 
mingled.  The  scene  with  Joanna,— her  man- 
ner, which  he  had  thought  at  times  was  tinged 
with  a  lender  feeling  toward  himself, — the 
contradiction  to  this  suggested  by  the  affair 
of  the  portrait,  and  her  tears  while  gazing 
upon  it : — then  the  meeting  wilh  the  stranger, 
and  the  notion  that  he  had,  perhaps,  saved 
the  life  of  his  rival : — lastly,  the  intelligence 
communicated  hy  Wulden,  of  Helen's  desire 
to  Bee  him — all  crowded  confusedly  into  his 
mind;  still,  the  resolution  to  avoid  her  pre- 
sence till  one  objectionable  point  was  set  at 
rest,  continued  predominant,  and  fixed  him 
in  the  determination  to  be  absent  from  the 
palace  of  the  Governor.  He  dressed  himself, 
therefore,  in  his  usual  maimer ;  and  after  de- 
ipatching  some  affairs  at  home,  proceeded  on 
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a  visit  of  busioess  across  the  bridge.  A  few 
hoars  after,  when  returoiug  b;  the  same  road, 
he  saw  at  a  little  distance  a  train  of  several  per- 
sons on  horseback, and  the  people  on  the  bridge  ] 
gazJDg  inteotly  thereon.  As  the  cavalcade  ad- 
vanced, he  perceived,  by  the  liveries  of  the 
attendants,  before  he  could  discern  the  fea- 
tures of  the  parties,  that  it  was  the  family  of 
Baron  von  Zelstow.  He  stood  aside,  to  su&  i 
fer  the  equestrians  to  pass ;  and  althoug-h  d 
airons  of  escapiog  ootice,  found  himself  irre- 
sistibly impelled  to  seek  the  glance  of  Helen. 
She  saw  him  at  once,  and  checking  her  beau- 
tifnl  palfrey,  saluted  him  bj  name,  thnscon 
peiling  bim  to  advance  beside  h 

He  bad  now  a  full  view  of  the  elegance  of 
her  attire.  The  high  laced  collar,  turned 
back  from  the  edge  of  the  boddice,  gave  to 
view  her  lovely  neck  and  alabaster  should* 
and  closed  in  front  upon  the  robe 
satin  which  sparkled  above  her  white  under- 
dress  ;  whilst  her  dark  hair,  disposed  in  ring- 
lets, played  at  liberty  about  her  face  and 
Jieck. 
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•'  Count  Waldstein ! "  aaid  the  lovely  joung 
woman,  "do  we  at  length  see  you  once  more! 
and  even  now,  it  is  accident  that  throws  yon 
in  onr  way  !" 

Albert's  face,  at  these  words,  was  covered 
with  crimson,  and  he  stammered  out  some- 
thing about  business  and  pressing  engage- 
ments. 

"  These  excuses  cannot  be  admitted,"  in- 
terposed Helen,  with  a  smile ;  "  surely,  one 
hour  might  have  been  found  to  prove  to  your 
friends  that  you  had  not  quite  forgotten 
them." 

"  Who  could  ever  forget  you  r'  said 
Waldstein,  almost  involuntarily. 

*'  I  presume  yoii  intend  to  be  present  at 
the  festival,  Count?"  inquired  the  Baroness 
— for  Albert  was  now  walking  beside  the 
horses. 

"  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power,"  an- 
■vered  Waldstein. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that,"  observed  the 
old  Baron,  gravely  :  "  Count  bfartinitz  will 
probably  take  offence  at  your  absence." 

■'  Ob!"  exclaimed  Helen,  half  smilingly, 
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half  aiitboritatively,     "   be   will   come— he  I 
must"  aud  she  put  her  hand  playfully  on  liia 
shoulder. 

The  touch  thrilled  like  electricity  Ihroagfa 
the  whole  frame  of  our  hero,  who  could  have  ' 
sunk  on  his  knees  before  the  fascinating  yoang 
beauty,  despite  his  deeply-rooted  misgivings. 
Scarce  conscious  of  what  he  did,  he  bovred 
assent  to  the  soliciting  looks  of  his  friendtcJ 
who  now  again  urged  on   their  steeds,  and  ' 
waved  their  hands  in  token  of  brief  farewell. 
His  eye  followed  them  as  long  as  possible, 
and  then  turned  slowly  away,  in  utter  abstrac- 
tion. 

What  should  he  think — what  do  I     Could  ' 
he    now  preserve   his  intention    of  stopping 
away  from  the  festival,  after  bis  implied  pro- 
mise to  attend  itf    And,  then,  the  kindaess 
as  well  as  the  resistless  fascinations  of  Helen!  I 
He  still  seemed  to  hear  the  music   of  her  J 
voice,  as  it  uttered  those  flattering  express  A 
sions,  insensibihty  to  which  would  have  re- 
quired a  more  than  stoical  frigidity.  What  if)  \ 
after  all,  he  held  the  chief  place  in  her  afiec-r 
tiuns?     What,  if  she  might  have  it  in  her  J 
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pover  to  explain  away  all  enigmatical  ap- 


Just  at  tLis  moment  he  was  met  by  Wul- 
den,  attended  by  a  servant  in  ricb  livery,  and 
dressed  in  a  splendid  snit  of  yellow  trunk- 
hose,  with  corresponding  doublet:  his  blue 
mantle,  wbicb  bung  over  his  right  arm,  was 
decorated  with  pale  gold  embroidery ,  whilst  bis 
long  and  higbiy-polisbed  sword  was  held 
under  bis  left.  He  bad  been  seeking  Albert, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  conapany,  and  nowjoy- 
fnlly  haded  him, 

"  Wbatl"  exclaimed  Waldstein,  "  are 
yon,  too,  come  to  inveigle  me  to  a  place 
which  I  have  but  slight  inclination  to  visit  i 
"Well,  I  suppose  it  would  be  to  little  purpose 
to  hold  out;  so  pray  come  into  my  honse, 
wait  while  I  make  my  toilette,  and  I  will  try 
to  be  as  gay  as  the  rest  of  you," 

Albert  dressed  himself,  with  great  care,  in 
white  doublet  and  hose ;  the  ample  sleeves  of 
the  former  were  slashed  in  front,  and  riubly 
embroidered  with  green  and  silver,  as  was 
likewise  his  mantle ; — and  his  Damascus  sword, 
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with  a  silver  basket-Lilt,  hung  from  a  g^een 
sash  by  his  side.     His  boots  were  short,  with 
silver  tassels;  and   his  bright  auburn  locks, 
which  fell  profusely  over  his  shoulders,  shaded   i 
well  the  contour  of  his  noble  couutenance.        ' 

"  What  a  fool  I  must  be,"  exclaimed  Wul- 
den,  laughing,  as  he  eyed  his  friend's  tout 
ensemble,  "  to  take  you  witli  me !  You  com- 
pletely eclipse  me  in  every  respect.  Why, 
you  are  a  very  Adonis!  Is  this  elaborate  j 
display  meant  for  the  eyes  of  the  fair  Helen  I 
of  Troy  I " 

As  they  were  about  crossing  the  Italian  I 
square,  in  order  ta  ascend  the  Hradschin,  I 
there   stepped   forth   a  very  pretty,  neatly-  I 
dressed  girl,  of  the  middling  class,  from  one  I 
of  the  gardens  in  front  of  the  houses.     She 
remained  standing   at  a  respectful  distancei  i 
and  blushed  as  she  curtsied  to  both  the  gen-  I 
ttemen.  Waldstein  recognised  in  her  Joanaa,  J 
and  it  did  not  escape  Leopold  that  his  cheek 
was  sufl'used  with  a  deeper  crimson.     Both 
saluted  the  lovely  girl  in  the  most  friendly 
manner.    Waldstein  would  fain  have  stopped  | 
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a  moment  to  remind  her  of  her  promise  for 
this  evening;  but  he  did  not  wish  to  cause 
her  the  slightest  embarrassment,  particularly 
before  the  obser?ing  eje  of  his  friend; — he 
therefore  contented  himself  with  casting  a 
Bignificaot  look  at  her  as  they  passed  on,  un- 
conscious whether  or  not  she  comprehended  it. 
"  Who  was  that  lovely  maiden!"  inquired 
Leopold  of  bis  friend. 

"  The  daughter  of  the  steward  and  in- 
spector of  my  house  and  gardens,"  replied 
Wald stein  briefly. 

"  You  seem  to  understand  each  other  ex- 
tremely well." 

"  It  is  natural  we  should  do  so,  since  we 
were  brought  up  together  as  playmates." 
"  But  why  need  you  blush  about  it?" 
"  Blush!  You  are  dreaming," cried  Wald- 
stein, — and  his  cheek  coloured  again. 

"  Well,  well,"  said  Leopold,  laughing,  us 
he  looked  into  his  friend's  face,  "  nevermind, 
I  can  hold  my  tongue ;  the  proud  beauty 
■ball  not  learn  any  thing  from  me." 

In  this  interchange  of  banter  and  depreca- 
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ttoD,  the  friends  proceeded  to  the  paloi 
where,  received  by  a  train  of  richly-attired 
servants,  they  were  led  through  varioid 
chambers,  and  at  length  the  heavy  folding 
doors  of  the  saloon  were  thrown  opea,  ani 
displayed  the  whole  assembly  already  col 
lected. 

Count  Martinitz,  a  venerable  and  majestie 
looking  man,  who  bore  his  seventy  yeaik' 
(which  had  been  to  him  a  period  full  oE 
trouble)  with  unabated  vigour,  advanced  i 
few  steps  to  meet  them,  and  gave  a  kind 
and  hearty  welcome;  whilst  many  of  tbs 
youthful  part  of  the  company  gathered  about 
the  new-comers. 

Waldstein's  eye  aoon  sought  the  object  of 
his  thoughts,  whom  he  discovered  in  the 
centre  of  a  crowd  of  ladies,  among  whom  bef 
beautiful  form  and  elegant  dress  were  readily 
distinguished.  Helen  also  quickly  perceived 
him,  and  a  friendly  salutation  was  returned  t 
his  respectful  bow,  fihowing  that  his  presence 
was  a  source  of  gratification.  As  he  vu 
considering  bow  he  should  approach  her,  and 
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ffleasuring  with  his  eye  tlie  wide  space  be- 
tween them,  the  folding- doors  agaia  opened, 
and  the  House-marsha],  with  his  silver  staff, 
accompanied  by  numerous  attendants,  ap- 
peared in  the  anti^room,  to  announce  that 
the  banquet  was  ready. 

All  were  now  in  motion.  The  governor 
presented  his  arm  to  the  lady  of  highest  rank, 
and  they  were  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
company,  in  due  gradation.  As  they  paced 
through  the  long  line  of  apartments  and 
galleries,  Waldstein  succeeded  in  approach- 
ing Helen,  and  in  whispering  a  few  words  to 
her.  She  said,  in  reply,  "  you  have  done 
irell  thus  to  meet  our  wishes,  by  appearing 
liere.     Believe  me,  you  will  not  repent  it." 

She  said  this,  in  a  tooe  somewhat  more 
pointed  than  usual.  Waldstein  looked  at  her, 
and  perceived  in  her  countenance  an  expres- 
sion of  uncommon  kindness,  together  with 
marks  of  secret  anxiety,  which  now  that  the 
glow  arising  frum  the  journey  was  diminished, 
rendered  ber  features  rather  pater  than  ordi- 
nary.    This   observation  fell   upon  Albert's 
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heart,  and  excited  bis  sympathy.  What 
it  that  weighed  on  Helen's  mind !  "What  had 
occurred  to  her,  during  the  week  that  he  had 
been  absent  from  Troy  ?  Oh !  that  he  might 
remove  this  load  from  her  breast  J  that  he 
might  give  up  his  life,  to  bask  in  the  sun-sbioe 
of  those  eyes!  He  determined  that,  as  far 
a£  circumstances  might  allow,  be  would  abide 
in  her  company  during  the  remainder  of  lbs 
day ;  and  her  raauner  toward  him  appeared  so 
kind,  nay,  so  tender — that  he  flattered  himself 
she  would  not  pass  the  time  disagreeably  in 
his.  At  times,  it  is  true,  the  vision  of  the 
stranger  on  that  memorable  night  obtruded 
itself  upon  his  mind  ;  and  the  thought  that 
Helen's  sorrow  might  have  its  foundation  ia 
those  mysterious  meetings,  poured  more  than 
one  bitter  drop  into  the  cup  of  his  satisfac- 
tion: but  he  pertinaciously  drove  away 
suspicioD,  quieting  himself  with  the  uncer*' 
tainty  that  hung  over  this  affair,  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  think  almost  as  easily  admitted 
a  favourable  as  an  unfavourable  interpretation. 
The  throoe-roum  had,  an   account   of  iti 
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large  dimensioDs,  been  selected  for  the  ban- 
quet OD  the  present  occasioa.  The  imposing 
«ize  of  this  apartment,  and  its  elegant,  bold- 
vanlted  roof,  (the  pointed  arches  of  which 
rose  to  a  considerable  height,)  could  not  fail 
to  strike  the  spectator: — from  those  parts 
where  the  cluster  of  gotbic  pillars  met  above, 
liDng  heavy  chandeliers  with  rich  gilt  branches. 
Upon  both  sides  of  the  long  saloon,  huge 
sideboards  were  placed,  whereon  stood  innu- 
merable bottles  containing,  wines  of  the  most 
costly  and  varied  sorts,  which  sparkled  invi- 
tingly when  poured  into  the  goblets  of  beau- 
tiful Bohemian  glass.  At  the  upper  end  of 
ibe  saloon,  the  cloth  was  laid  upon  a  table  of 
borse-shoe  shape;  over  which,  at  that  pEut 
where  the  seat  of  the  governor  was,  the  Bo- 
hemian Lion  was  blazoned  in  a  red  field.  In 
the  centre  of  the  table  was  a  fountain,  which, 
spouting  forth  a  clear  stream  of  rose-water, 
most  agreeably  perfumed  the  Saloon.  Over 
the  en  trance- doors,  opposite  this  table,  a 
gallery  was  contrived,  in  which  a  band  of 
iBUUoiaDs  were  stationedj  in  order  to  enter- 
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tain  the  guests  during'  their  meal  with  music, 
(which  as  natives  of  Bohemia,  a  land  so  rich  1 
io  melody,  they  well  uuderstood,)  and  a 
give  ^clat  to  the  healths  about  to  be  given 
during  the  banquet. 

The  loud  flourish  sounded  for  the  first  time, 
as  the  guests,  the  governor  at  their  head, 
entered  the  saloon,  led  by  the  marshal,  with 
his  silver  staff;  vho  had  no  easy  task  in 
arranging  them  according  to  rank  and  dignity. 
At  leDgth,  however,  he  succeeded  in  his 
endeavours  ■  the  crowd,  which  had  swarmed 
around  the  table,  settled  into  order  as  soon 
as  the  principal  guests  had  taken  possession 
of  their  seats,  and  the  younger  part  of  the 
company  suited  themselves  as  best  they 
might. 

Silence  being  established,  the  door  opened 
again ;  and  a  long  train  of  richly  clothed 
domestics  advanced,  two  by  two,  bearing  the 
immense  silver  dishes  which  contained  the 
viands,  At  the  head  of  all,  marched  the 
carver,  in  a  state-dress  completely  covered 
with  gold,  the  mantle,  the  buskins  (opening 
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At  the  knees),  and  tlie  doublet,  being  em- 
broidered with  gold-lace,  as  were  also  the 
ihort  tassel  led  boots. 

With  great  adroitness  did  the  Gervants 
pilot  the  ioiportaot  dishes  each  to  its  proper 
.4estiDatioii,  according  to  a  sign  from  the 
earver,  who  stood  by  armed,  like  a  general, 
ith  his  baton  of  command. 
These  good  things  sufficiently  occupied  the 
greatest  part  of  the  assembly  ;  still,  however, 
'tfiere  were  some  who  were  too  much  taken 
■up  in  other  ways  to  pay  any  great  attention 
thereto;  such,  for  instance,  as,  likeWaldstein, 
Ibond  themselves  in  thesociety  of  their  hearts' 
Idols;  or  such  as,  like  Helen,  were  absorbed 
ty  iDdwelhng  anxiety,  which  not  even  the 
flOrrounding  gaity  could  dissipate. 

To  our  hero,  the  beautiful  young  woman 
jbeude  him  had  never  appeared  so  beautifiil, 
tor  she  had  never  looked  so  kindly  on  him. 
AIL  the  fascinations  exerted  by  her  to  win 
him  during  their  first  intercourse  were  again 
called  into  play ;  and  yielding  at  once  both 
his  senses  and  his  understanding  to  the  deli- 
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cious  influeace,  every  jealous  doubt  was  t: 
nished,  and  for  awhile  the  despondia 
giving  Albert  seemed  and  was  amop^  t 
happiest  of  created  beings. 

As  regarded  Helen,  however,  all  was  1 
seeming.  The  consciousness  of  what  y 
take  place  that  night,  and  the  solicitude  with 
which  this  consciousness  filled  her,  was  indeed 
often  so  painfully  powerful,  that  she 
scarce  able  to  maintain  the  necessary  aek 
possession,  and  was  in  danger  of  publicly 
betraying  her  inwaj'd  confusion.  In  addition 
to  this  were  her  fears  for  Waldstein,  and  the  _ 
desire  to  bring  him  to  decide  upon  leavii^ 
Prague  with  her  that  night.  How 
times  when  she  looked  at  him — when  she 
gazed  on  that  noble  countenance,  in  which 
was  reflected  a  still  more  noble  mind, — did  she 
picture  to  herself  those  youthful  limbs  streai 
ing  with  blood,  and  that  eye  sunken  in  deatli 
As  these  wayward  fancies  crossed  her  i 
nation,  she  was  seized  with  an  inward  shndi 
dering,  turned  pale,  and  faltered  in  then 
of  her  speech;  and  Waldstein,  who  had  n^^ 
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my  sovereign  I  hold,  to  celebrate  once  maiij 
that  festival  which  you  have  honoured  me  b]| 
attending  for  so  raany  years." 

Loud  esdamations  interrupted  the  Tene*. 
rable  speaker,  whose  health,  togetherwilb  thai 
memory  of  his  wonderful  preservation,  v 
en  thu  si  as  tic  ally  drunk.  Visibly  affected,  I 
Count  could  scarcely,  for  awhile,  gather  voio 
to  proceed,  which  at  length,  however,  fae  dU 
as  follows :  "  How  many  seasons  have 
volved  since  that  preservation!  And  wl 
numerous  changes  tave  taken  place !" 

"  Yes,  indeed,"  returned  the  elder  Wnt>' 
den,  who  was  seated  near  IVlartinitz  ;  "  aaj' 
how  few  besides  ourselves  are  now  alive, 
witnessed  that  scene !" 

"  I  look  around  me,"  said  the  Connt,  " 
behold  mostly  Ibe  children  of  those  who,  wHI 
me,  stood  tbe  first  brunt  of  that  storm.  'My 
companion  in  misfortune,  Slavata,  is  longi 
since  dead  ;  and  of  those  who  were  then  my 
colleagues  as  imperial  functionanes,  scarcely 
two  are  now  living.  Your  father,  Sternberg," 
he  added,  turning  toward   one  of  the  joaatf 
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men,  "  was  at  that  time  what  I  am  now, 
Crovern or- General.  We  often  disputed  with 
each  other;  it  being,  in  his  opinion,  better 
to  accommodate  all  parties  by  gentleness  and 
moderation.  I  proved  to  him,  however,  that 
such  a  system  would  be  as  unavailing  as  the 
endeavours  of  boys  to  stem  the  force  of  a 
torrent  by  the  barrier  of  a  few  small  stones." 

"  I  know,"  said  old  Wuldeo,  smiling,  "  you 
were  always  for  force  and  violence;  and  so 
you  were  made  to  fly  out  of  the  window — 
while  Sternberg  escaped." 

"  "Well,  and  what  harm  has  it  done  me  I" 
returned  the  slout  old  warrior  :  "  I  am  proud' 
of  it ;  and  if  the  Kolowrates  may  be  proud 
of  their  Beness,  who,  in  the  murderous 
attack  at  Pisa,  saved  the  life  of  the  Emperor 
our  sovereign  King  Charles,  so  shall  my 
descendants,  at  a  future  period,  look  back 
witb  satisfaction  upon  my  memory,  I  also 
have  staked  my  life  for  my  rightful  sovereign 
and  the  faith  of  my  fathers," 

■  Heaven  grant  us,  at  last,  repose,  after 
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SO  many  tempeEtuous  years!"   said  the  ■ 
Baion  voD  Reizan. 

"  It  is  reported,  and  I  have  letters  fro 
'  Vienna  to  the  same  cfiect,"  sudtbe  Governot 
"  that  peace  is  now  very  near." 

"  Nevertheless,  there  are  Dumerous  and 
equivocal  movemeats,"  observed  old  WuldeOi 
"  in  the  £)ger  district.  The  Swedes  ate, 
drawing  all  their  troops  together  ;  aadf 
Wiangel  has  evea,  it  is  said,  detached  i 
couple  of  regiments  from  the  Upper  Palatitib] 
nate  thither." 

"    I   have  heard  the   same   thing,"   seii'^ 
Reizan  ;  "  but  what  does  one  not  hear  i" 

"  Report  is  very  busy,  do  doubt,"  sai4iJ 
the  Governor.  "  Fear  and  hope  oftei 
change  and  magnify  an  unimpurtant  c 
stance  beyond  its  due  proportion.  The, ' 
Swedes  are  unquestionably  couceatrating 
themselves;  they  have  levied  contributians, 
and  Wrangel  is  m^oving  in  the  Upper  Pa- 
latinate. The  Palatine,  and  presumptive  heir 
to  the  throne  of  the  learned  Swedish  qneea, 
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is  also  advancing,  vith  a  nameroDs  body  of 
troops,  through  Saxony,  and,  as  it  is  said, 
intends  taking  sp  his  quarters  near  Leipsic. 
But  it  is  considered,  by  intelUgent  people, 
(and  their  opinion  I  cannot  help  JMning,) 
that  these  movements  mean  nothing  further 
than  a  mere  concentration  of  the  Swedish 
forces." 

'*  Granted:  hut  what  can  they  intend  by 
that !"  inqnired  another  guest. 

"  I  really  do  not  know,"  said  Martioitz, 
shragging  his  shoulders  ^  "  certainly  nothing 
good  for  Germany  and  the  imperial  party. 
Still,  we  have  esery  ground  to  hope  that  the 
conclusion  of  peace  will  put  an  end  to  fresh 
projects  of  offence,  if  any  such  are  forming ; 
and  therefore,  gentlemen,  let  us  not,  by 
untimely  anxiety,  interrupt  onr  present  hap- 
piness, but  drink  with  me — '  Success  to  the 
imperial  arms,  and  destruction  to  the  Swedes 
and  all  their  friends  !' " 

Helen  had  been  listening,  during  this 
speech,  with  the  greatest  attention,  which 
she  strove  to  conceal.  At  the  last  words  of 
k2 
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the  Governor,  however,  (not  very  pacifica- 
tory, it  must  be  allowed,)  to  which,  as  before, 
the  whole  company  did  honour  with  loud 
huzzas,  she  put  down,  instead  of  raising  the 
glass  to  her  hps — and  that  so  hastily  as  to 
attract  the  attention  of  Waldstein,  who 
viewed  her  demeanour  with  agitation,  and 
could  hardly  repress  a  host  of  gloomy 
thoughts.  "  You  do  not  honour  the  toast, 
Helen !"  he  remarked,  as  he  replaced  bis 
empty  glass. 

"  I  cannot  endure,"  replied  she,  recover- 
ing her  self- possession,  "  to  see  intoleranoa 
grow  so  hot  as  to  mingle  e?en  in  the  8ocial> 
circle,  and  embitter  the  hours  of  hilarity." 

"  And  so  you  think  itintohranl,^'  said  he,i 
mournfully,  "  for  a  true  Bohemian  to  hate  the 
Swedes — those  terrible  enemies,  who  have 
now,  for  eighteen  years,  been  devastating 
Germany  and  the  countries  bordering  it?" 

"  For  my  part,"  answered  the  fair  ob- 
jecter,  "  tlie  old  Count  may  do  with  the 
Swedes  what  he  pleases.  But  does  he  not 
also  mean,  by  the   conclusion  of  his  speech. 
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to  denoance  the  poor  remains  of  the  feeble 
Utraquists  and  Protestants,  who  are  coq- 
tinuallj  held  in  saspicIoD  of  an  nnderstanding 
with  their  fellow-believers,  and  are  grudged 
even  the  very  air  they  breathe  ?" 

"  I  scarcely  believe,"  replied  Albert, "  that 
Count  Martinitz  now  entertains  sach  hostile 
feelings :  but,  even  were  it  so,  can  you  well 
blame  a  man  who  has,  from  his  youth  upward, 
struggled  and  fought  against  this  party,  and 
■offered  so  much  from  it?" 

The  pursuance  of  their  conversation  was 
stopped  by  the  banquet  being  at  an  end. 
The  noisy  music  ceased;  the  wine  had  spread 
cheerfnlness  among  the  guests ;  and,  in  the 
happiest  humour,  the  younger  portion  of 
them  left  the  banqueting  for  the  ball  room. 
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Meanwhile,  fresh  parties  had  arrived, 
vho  bad  not  joined  iu  tbe  festivities  of  the 
dinner,  but,  after  regaling  themselves  -with 
potations  of  wine,  were  anxiously  awaiting 
the  commencement  of  tbe  dance.  Among 
these  was  onr  old  acquaintance  Baron  Pre*  I 
detten,  who  pat  on  a  waggish  smile  as  be  ^ 
perceived  Albert  leadiog  Helen  into  tbe 
saloon.  He  greeted  Waldstein,  however, 
with  great  respect,  and  began  to  talk  with 
him  about  the  adventure  of  the  preceding! 
night  behind  the  Capuchin- Church.  HelenV^ 
attention  was  fixed  by  the  mention  of  this 
occurrence.  Waldstein  wished  to  break  off 
tbe  discourse  {  but  Leopold,  who  was  with  . 
them,     requested     further     explanation    of| 
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Predetten,  who  then  related  that  Waldstein 
Lad,  the  evening  before,  drawn  his  sword, 
Uke  a  brase  knight,  in  defence  of  one  who 
was  hard  pressed. 

"  Indeed !"  cried  Leopold :  then,  turning 
to  Waldstein,  "  you  told  me  nothing  of 
thifl." 

"  It  W09  not  worth  speaking  abont,"  re- 
plied our  hero. 

"  Nay,  but  it  was,"  continued  Predetteu  ■ 
"  the  combat  was  pretty  warm,  and  the 
peraon  very  probably  had  been  lost,  but  for 
your  interposition." 

"  You  have  saved  a  hnman  being's  life  1" 
exclmmed  Helen ;  "  that  was  noble,  ge- 
nerous !" 

"  It  was  both,"  gaid  Predetten ;  "  whether 
it  was  wise  or  not,  will  appear  hereafter." 

"  What  mean  you  by  that  observation, 
Baron?"  asked  Albert:  "  and  how  comes  it 
you  are  so  well  informed  of  all  which  hap- 
pened to  me  last  night  V 

"  I  learnt  it  from  the  most  efficient 
sources,"    replied   the   other :    "   from   the 
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soldiers  out  of  whose  bands  you  extricated 
the  uuknowD.     They  recognized  yon." 

"  True,"  said 'Waldstein ;  "  one  of  them 
called  out  my  name." 

"  They  would  not,  for  the  whole  world, 
have  turned  their  swords  agiiinst  the  nephew 
of  their  former  General,  even  had  he  not 
proved  himself  so  brave  and  resolute  as, 
according  to  their  mutaal  evidence,  you  did," 

"  Well,  then,  who  was  the  unknown  r* 
asked  Leopold. 

"  Ay,  that  is  the  point,"  said  Predetten;, 
"  respecting  which  1  should  be  almost  in- 
clined to  begin  a  war  with  Count  Waldsteia. 
My  people  (for  these  men  belong  to  my 
regiment)  had  traced  the  fellow's  footsteps 
some  days  before.  He  is  most  certainly  a 
Swedish  spy,  or  something  like  one ;  for  he 
was  always  seen  sneaking  about  the  fortifica- 
tions, writing  or  drawing  upon  bis  tablets." 

"  Theu  why  was  he  not  longsince  seized!" 
asked  Wulden. 

"  There  was  not  suflicieut  proof  against 
him,"  answered  the  Baron.      "    He  wears 
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llie  imperial  uniforni,  and  is  said  to  be  a  dis- 
charged officer,  calling  himself  Odowalsky." 

"  At  these  words,  Helen,  who  had  hitherto 
listeoed  with  marked  attention,  saddenly 
changed  colour,  and  her  agitation  was  so  ob- 
servable, that  Predetten  inquired,  with  a  tone 
somewhat  sarcastic,  if  she  were  unwell !  Not 
adverting  to  the  real  cause  of  her  confusion, 
she  ascribed  it  to  a  giddiness  resulting,  per- 
haps, from  the  heat  of  the  room,  at  the  same 
time  struggling  hardly  and  visibly  to  regain 
her  self-posse ssioD, 

Waldstein's  eye  rested  gloomily  upon  his 
fair  GompanioD,  and  the  conviction  of  the 
»ery  lively  interest  she  took  in  this  Odowal- 
sky fell  with  icy  coldness  on  the  warm  spring 
of  his  reviving  hopes. 

"  He  gave  me  another  name,"  remarked 
he,  eyeing  Helen  attentively. 

"  Oh !  I  can  readily  believe  that,"  cried 
Predetten;  "  the  rascal  gives  himself  sundry 
appellations,  representing  himself  at  one  time 
Bs  a  Swede,  and  at  another  as  a  Saxon  ;  he 
pretends,  with  our  generals,  to  be  a  zealous 
s.  3 
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Catholic,  while,  with  the  Swedes,  he  niils  at 
confeSsioQ  and  the  mass !  la  a  word,  he  aota 
any  character  that  may  suit  bis  immediate 
purpose." 

"  And  what  do  you  imagine  to  be  his  r 
object?"  inquired  Leopold. 

"  How  should  I  know?"  exclaimed  tlw 
Baron,  "  some  villany,  no  doubt." 

"  Is  not  that  going  rather  too  far,  sir?' 
cried  Helen,  almost  trembling  with  suppressed 
emotion  ;  "  is  it  quite  fair,  when  an  absent 
man's  proceedings  and  motives  are  confess* 
ediy  unknovm,  at  once  to  pronounce  then 
villanoiis  1 " 

"  Madam!"  said  the  oGficer,  bowing 
"  pardon  me  when  I  say,  you  now  speak  at 
subjects  scarcely  to  be  submitted  to  a  lady'i 
judgement.  In  order,  particularly  during 
such  boisterous  times  as  these,  to  chargetv 
person  with  the  infumy  of  espionage,  it  is  nodt 
necessary  to  be  his  father-confessor." 

Helen  maintained  for  a  moment  an  indig> 
tiant  silence,  and  then  replied :  "  As  appei 
ances   go.    Baron   Predetten,    you   may  I 
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tif^t:  I  have  no  kuowledgc  of  the  individaal 
alluded  to ;  but  I  know  that  much  depends 
upon  the  p<nnt  of  view  from  which  we  cou- 
template  persons,  or  their  actions.  Much  will 
be  commeuded  in  the  Swedish  camp  that  is 
execrated  here,  and  vice  versa" 

"  But  why,  if  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  oak," 
returned  the  Baron,  evading  Helen's  remark, 
"  are  you  the  advocate  of  a  man,  suspiciotis 
at  least,  and  whom  you  do  not  know  f " 

"  Because,"  answered  Helen,  proudly,  "it 
.  is  unjust  to  sit  in  judgement  on  the  absent ; 
and  because  I  feel  that  a  person's  real  cha- 
TRcter  is  often  either  misconceived  or  misin- 
terpreted." 

"  Oh!  your  interposition  proceeds,  then, 
purely  from  Christian  charity!  Well,  this 
Odowalsky  is  a  truly  fortunate  youtli ;  and 
yoa  are  really  a  most  generous  couple,"  and 
he  bowed  laughingly  to  Waldstein  and  Helen : 
"  one  takes  his  part  with  sword,  and  the  other 
with  tongue." 

Waldstein  had  been  buried  in  abstraction : 
be  now,  however,  roused  himself,  and  fried. 
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"  Baron  von  Predetten,  have  the  kindness 
to  be  sparing  of  these  jests : — they  are  unbe- 
coming' and  ofiensive;  I  see  nothing  in  this 
affair  to  excite  langhter." 

"  But  after  all  this  random  talk,"  interrupt- 
ed  Leopold,  "  I  scarcely  yet  knov  what  the 
affair  really  was.  Come,  Predetten,  you 
shall  ^ive  me  the  particulars ; "  and  seizing 
the  Baron's  arm,  he  led  him  to  the  saloon, 
glad  to  put  an  end  to  conversation  which 
appeared  taking  a  very  unpleasant  turn. 

Waldstein  and  Helen  were  now  left  stand- 
ing together  alone ;  the  former  bent  his  eyei  ' 
gloomily  on  the  ground,  for  Helen's  true  '' 
principles  had  now  shown  themselves,  nor  ] 
could  he  longer  for  a  moment  doubt  that  her  i 
secret  friend  and  the  person  he  had  rescued  | 
were  one  and  the  same. 

"  Accept  my   thanks,    dear  Waldstein,"  | 
cried  the  lady  ;  and,  at  that  moment,  her  eye  ^ 
met  the  changed  expression  of  his,  and  sank 
before  it. 

"  For  what?"  asked  Albert,  abruptly. 

"  I  thank  you,"  replied  she,  with  a  con- 
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Btrauied  tone,  "  Id  the  name  of  every  frieDd 
of  liumanity,  for  your  embracio^  tbe  cause  of 
aD  overborne  stranger." 

"  Yonr  iuterest,  Helen,  persuades  me 
that  he  is  no  stranger  to  y«u ! " 

"  My  interest  springs  from  the  recital  of 
the  story;  surely  that  may  suflice,  without 
seeking  far  and  wide  fur  other  causes  : "  and 
the  fair  girl  added,  with  perhaps  too  full  an 
impression  of  her  power,  "  Come.  Wald- 
atein !  moody  in  a  lady's  society !  and  after  so 
long  an  abseuce,  too!"  and,  as  she  spoke, 
she  extended  to  him  her  ivory  fingers. 

But  the  spell,  however  potent  it  might 
have  been,  was  broken.  Albert  was  pro- 
foundly mortified:  his  sensitive  nature  had 
undergone  a  heavy  shock; — and,  with  tbe 
tear  of  chagrin  and  sorrow  glistening  in  his 
eye,  he  bowed,  and  strode  hastily  away. 

Helen  stood  in  mute  astonishment,  not  nn- 
mingled  with  alarm.  She  watched  the  grace- 
ful figure  of  her  first  admirer  as  he  hurried 
through  the  crowd  to  the  other  end  of  the 
saloon ,-  when,  on   a  sudden,  the   sound   of 
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horns  and  other  music  struck  up  loudly,  and 
the  ball  commenced.  She  started  from  her 
abstraction,  and,  at  the  same  momeut,  Leo- 
pold, BGCostiDg  her  with  all  the  chivalrous  re- 
verence of  the  period,  requested  the  honour 
of  her  hand  in  the  dance.  Her  thaug:hts  were 
confused — she  would  fain  have  had  a  few 
moments  of  quiet,  in  order  to  recover  herself; 
but  recollected  that  she  dared  not  refuse  Wnl- 
den,  if  she  wished  subsequently  to  dance  ^tti 
Waldatein,  who,  she  did  not  doubt,  would 
return  and  ask  her,  and  who  now  assumed, 
in  her  repaid,  altogether  a  different  character 
from  that  he  formerly  held — a  change  which 
at  once  stimulated  her  interest  and  respect : 
— giving  Leopold,  therefore,  her  hand,  she 
followed  him,  almost  unconsciously,  to  the 
immediate  scene  of  festivity. 

"  Where  are  your  thoughts,  lady  '.  "  asked 
her  partner,  with  a  smile,  after  having  wit- 
nessed several  marks  of  absence  and  confu- 
sion :  "  Do  you  miss  any  one  J" 

"  O,  no!"  exclaimed  she,  quickly  and 
out  of  humour;  "  it  is  so  sultry  here;  and| 
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n  fact,  to  dance  at  all  on  a  summer's  after- 
noon is  a  mad  idea  I  What  I  miss  is  coolness 
and  air." 

"  Do  you  wish  me  to  understand  tbat  you 
would  prefer  daucing  no  locger  ? " 

"  If  you  will  permit  me  the  choice,  I  cer- 
tainly should." 

"  Then  let  me  offer  yoo  my  arm,  that  you 
may  breathe  the  fresh  air  of  the  adjacent 
room." 

"  Thank  you,  sir!"  said  Helen,  glad  to 
have  got  away  so  easily,  particularly  as  Wald- 
steio  was  no  longer  iu  the  saloon. 

They  stepped  into  the  adjoining  apartment, 
which  was  lofty  and  supported  by  pillars,  and 
the  high  narrow  windows  of  which  gave  little 
admittance  to  the  warm.  air.  Here,  in  the 
silence  and  comparative  gloom,  Albert  had 
taken  refuge,  aud  had  thrown  himself  along 
a  couch.  His  arm  resting  upon  a  projection 
of  the  wall,  and  his  head  leaning  upon  his 
hand,  he  did  not  observe  the  passers-by,  nor 
did  he  perceive  even  when  Helen  and  Leo- 
pold  came   up.    The  former,  however,  saw 
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bim  directly,  and  her  eye  beamed  with  de- 
light. 

"  Look,  there  is  our  fricDd,  Count  Wald- 
stein,"  said  she  to  Wulden:  "  But  what  can 
be  the  matter  with  him  1  He  is  not  ill, 
I  hope ! " 

"  I  hope  not,"  said  her  companion,  step- 
ping toward  Albert,  and  laying  his  hand  upon 
his  shoulder.  The  latter  Imniediately  started 
up,  and  gazed  at  both  without  speaking, 
Helen  inquired  if  he  was  unwell,  seating  her- 
self as  she  did  so  upon  the  conch,  and  play- 
fully inviting  the  young  men  to  take  their 
places  beside  her.  She  foresaw,  in  fact,  no 
other  such  favourable  opportunity  for  putting 
in  execution  her  plan  of  securing  Albert's 
company  back  to  Troy. 

The  discourse  good  became  lively,  at  least 
between  Helen  and  Leopold.  Waldstein, 
alone,  relapsed  every  now  and  then  into 
gloom  and  abstraction.  The  lady  was  cau- 
tious not  to  touch  upon  ihe  preceding  day's 
adventure,  for  the  ferment  it  had  created 
within  Albert's  breast  was   but  too  evident. 
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Gradaally  sbe  introduced  the  subject  of  her 
wishes :  she  expressed  ber  belief  that  the  ball 
and  fireworks  would  last  until  midnight — that 
her  uncle  would  not  stay  so  long,  but  would 
ride  back  again  to  Troy  earlier,  with  a  part 
of  the  escort ;  and  that  (she  must  confess  it  to 
her  shame)  she  could  not  keep  off  a  certain 
emotion  of  fear  at  returning  to  the  castle 
with  the  small  residue  of  the  domestics,  who 
consisted  chiefly  of  old  Eind  superannuated 
servants,  and  who,  besides,  would  be  rendered 
still  more  powerless  by  the  effects  of  the  wine 
they  had  tukeu.  "The  roads  are  so  unsafe, 
eren  round  Prague,"  she  concluded  at  length, 
"  and  I  know  also  that  my  aunt  is  very  ap- 
{irehensive," 

The  hint,  however  conspicuous,  was  not 
taken  in  the  quarter  intended  for  its  reception. 
Vald stein  remained  silent;  but  Leopold 
quickly  replied,  "  May  I  «ffer  you  and  your 
aunt  my  escort  to  Troy  l  Surely  you  will  not 
■corn  to  accept  me  as  your  knight  upon  this 
little  journey  V 

This  proposition,  although  neither  antici- 
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paled  nor  sought,  could  not  well  be  rejected, 
and  indeed  interfered  not  with  the  lady's 
scheme.  Upon  receiving  it,  she  turned,  with 
inimitable  address,  to  Count  Albert,  and  said, 
in  playful  tone,  "  You  silent,  Waldstein ! 
Your  friend  is  so  kind  as  to  bear  us  company ; 
will  not  you  do  the  same  ?" 

Our  hero's  irritated  feelings  saw  nothing  in 
this  plain  appeal  but  the  vanity  of  the  proud 
beauty,  who,  while  her  heart  glowed  in  secret 
for  another,  wished  to  yoke  to  her  triumphant 
car  as  many  slaves  as  possible.  At  the  same 
time,  he  first  recollected  his  appointment 
with  Joanna,  and  bow  cruelly  he  should  de- 
ceive her,  if  he  allowed  himself  to  be  moved 
by  Helen's  flatteries.  He  replied,  therefore, 
that  be  had  a  pressing  affair  to  attend  to  thii 
evening,  which,  since  his  tiriend  had  volun- 
teered his  attendance  on  the  ladies,  he  should 
not  feel  warranted  in  neglecting, 

"  A  pressing  affair?"  repeated  Helen ; "  and 
to-day — onsucbaday !  O,  Count  Waldstein!* 
cried  she,  somewhat  reproachfully,  "  this  is 
scarcely  credible." 
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"  Could  not  your  pressing  affairbe  adjnsted 
by  means  of  a  messenger  ?"  asked  Wulden. 

"  I  have  promised  to  go  myself,"  said  Wald- 
Btein,  gravely,  "  and  I  hold  my  promises 
>  sacred." 

"  This  really  looks  suspicious,"  cried  Leo- 
pold] laughing :  "  what  can  it  mean  V 

"  Give  yourself  no  tronble  about  it ;"  in- 
terrupted Waldsteiu;  "  the  affair  is  a  very 
simple  one,  and  cannot,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  be  of  any  importaDce."  He  thought, 
at  that  moment,  on  Joanna.  Her  sweet 
features,  her  gentle  demeauour,  floated  be- 
fore bis  mind,  and  he  felt  composed  by  the 
remembrance, — until  all  at  ooce  the  myste- 
rious portrait  presented  it&elf,  and  he  relapsed 
into  his  former  dejection. 

"  Let  us  return  to  the  saloon,"  exclaimed 
Helen,  springing  up,  and  adding,  with  ludi- 
crous inconsistency,  "  it  is  so  cold  here  !" 
Leopold  offered  bis  arm,  v^hilst  Waldstein 
mechanically  followed, 

*'  What's  the   matter   with  your  friend  '." 
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Inquired  Helen,  as   they  re-entered  the  sa- 
loon. 

"  I  really  cannot  comprehend  him,"  replied 
Leopold ;  "  he  is  completely  metamorphosed 
within  tiie  last  hour." 

As  the  gay  dancers  flew  past,  Leopold 
poiated  to  them,  with  significant  looks  ;  and 
Helen,  comprehending  his  meaning,  gave 
him  lier  hand,  casting,  at  the  same  time,  t 
proud  glance  toward  Albert. 

Waldstciu  allowed  all  this  to  pass  without 
notice.  Eitter  pain  at  his  deception  and 
blindness  filled  his  soul.  Helen's  falsehood 
toward  him, — her  unprincipled  trifling  with, 
hb  heart,  whilst  ber  own  was  devoted  to  aa> 
other,  roused  his  feelings  into  the  most  vio^, 
lentcommotion.  Norevenin  his  thoughts  of 
Joanna  did  he,  as  heretofore,  find  repose. 
He  bad  an  iudefinite  dread  of  evil  to  come, 
as  well  as  past ;  and  feared  that  the  evening 
would  bring  some  terrible  disclosure.  Bnriedi< 
in  these  gloomy  meditations,  he  stood  in  tbe! 
middle  of  the  salooo,  hardly  conscious  that  a' 
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crowd  of  revellers  were  around  him,  and  tbat 
the  ball  was  now  at  its  height.  Dance  fol- 
lowed dance — all  were,  or  appeared  to  be, 
happy,  and  the  individual  whose  bosom  was 
so  torn  seemed  lost  amid  the  joyous  throng. 

Gradually,  however,  evening  advanced, 
and  tapers  were  lighted  in  the  various  branches 
on  the  walls.  Thus  approached  night — that 
night  which  was  to  bring  with  it  so  mach 
terror  and  sorrow ; — and  yet  Helen  had  found 
no  means  of  persuading  Ler  friend  to  retire 
from  the  devoted  city  !  Her  situation  was 
the  more  afflicting,  since  she  dared  not  ex- 
plain to  Waldstein  her  real  motives  for  de- 
siring his  company ;  and  these  circumstances 
had  combined  to  unfold  to  her  another  secret, 
aamely,  that  the  indifference  of  Waldstein 
was  by  no  means  matter  of  indifference  to 
her — so  waywardly  are  the  elements  of  our 
strange  nature  mixed  and  mingled  together ! 

Her  anxiety  increased  with  every  moment ; 
and  the  appearance  of  the  lights  raised  it  into 
mortal  terror.  She  resolved  at  length,  after 
some  eonsiderationj  that,  let  Waldstein  think 
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of  her  as  be  might,  she  would  address  hinHl 
once  more,  and  solicit  his  escort.  A  favour- 
able accident  having  led  him  near  when  the 
dance  she  had  taken  part  in  had  ceased,  she 
called  bim  to  her,  invited  him  to  a  seat  by  her 
side,  and  again  tried  all  her  eloquence  to  lure 
from  him  the  wished-for  promise.  The  im- 
portance which  ehe  seemed  to  attach  to  his 
consent — the  anxious  eagerness  displayed  in 
her  features,  which  Waldstein  could  scarcely 
attribute  to  fear  at  the  dangers  of  the  road — 
the  soft  entreating  tone  of  her  voioe — her  eye, 
which  shone  with  a  restrained  tear, — altoge- 
ther begmi,  not,  indeed,  to  affect  Albert's 
heart,  but  to  interest  his  curiosity  and  sym- 
pathy. It  is  tnie,  he  did  not  conceal  his  sui 
prise  at  this  seeming  timidity,  but  was  wavei 
inglnhis  resolution  when  the  old  Baron  came 
up,  and  gallantly  addressing  Helen,  announced 
his  intention  of  accommodating  his  hour  to 
theirs,  and  awaiting  the  conclusion  of  the 
entertainments.  No  excuse  now  remained 
for  pressing  Waldstein's  escort,  and  Heh 
was  forced  to  lock  within  her  own  breast 
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terror  and  solicitude.  Immediately  after- 
ward, the  whole  of  the  company  got  in 
motioQ — the  gatbering  darkness  now  allowing 
the  display  of  tbe  fireworks ;  and,  amidst  the 
confusion  which  resulted,  Waldstein  with- 
drew from  his  party,  and  left  the  assembly 
altogether. 

On  leaving  the  saloon,  Helen  was  infonned 
of  this  fact  by  Wulden,  who  said  that  their 
friend's  altered  demeanour  had  filled  him  with 
surprise, — adding  some  gallant  expressions  to 
(he  lady,  of  which  she  took  no  heed;  her 
mind  was  now,  indeed,  quite  absorbed  by  the 
idea  of  what  was  at  hand.  In  the  blaze  and 
crackling  of  the  fireworks,  she  heard  and  saw 
nothing  but  the  report  of  the  Swedish  caunoD, 
aod  often — very  often— diil  these  feelings 
threaten  almost  to  overwhelm  her !  Nothing, 
in  fact,  but  her  love  for  Odowalsky,  and  the 
heroic  pride  which  she  had  so  frequently  ad- 
tnired,  and  felt  herself  called  on  to  display, 
could  preserve  the  terrible  secret  upon  which, 
as  she  supposed,  her  lover's  and  her  country's 
happiness  depended. 
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Meanwhile,  glad  to  escape  into  the  ( 
air,  Waldatein,  attended  by  two  servants  wit 
torches,  passed  across  the  pal  ace- square 
hastily  descended  (he  hill,  aud  entered  1 
city,  now  quite  dark  and  silent.  The  noil 
from  the  gardens  sounded  fainter  and  faintei 
as  he  descended  into  the  deserted  street* 
and  in  like  manner  did  the  partial  excitemes 
which  the  scene  had  afforded  fade  away, 
leave  him  utterly  miserable.  It  seemed  t 
him  as  if  every  one  bad  found  a  congenii 
spirit  except  himself,  and  that  there  was  i 
one  whose  bosom  beat  responsive  to  tl 
feelings  of  his  own  !  This  forlorn  sensatioi 
is  perhaps  the  most  wretched  that  can  I 
endured. 

Amidst  such  thoughts  be  arrived  at  I; 
mansion.  The  outer  gate  was  already  locked 
the  servant  knocked,  and  it  was  opened; 
Waldstein  advanced  with  hasty  steps  toward 
the  garden ;  this  also  was  locked.  He  i 
fleeted  that  it  was  rather  late,  and  that  Joannt 
had  perhaps  given  up  all  hopes  of  seeing  him. 
With  the  greater  haste  did  he  proceed  to  her 
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fether*s  apartments.  He  oponed  the  first — 
all  Wits  dark  and  silent ;  be  stepped  iato  the 
second — and  here  he  found  Bertram,  alone, 
seated  in  his  arm-chair,  reading  by  the  light  of 
a  lamp.  He  sprang  up  quickly,  as  the  door 
opened,  and  seeing  his  lord  before  Lim, 
drew  the  velvet  cap  from  off  his  grey  hairs. 

"  Where  is  your  daughterf"  was  the  ques- 
tion with  which  our  hero  replied  to  the  old 
man's  greetings. 

"  Not  at  home,  my  Lord,"  answered  he, 
bowing:  "  she  has" — 

"  Not  at  home !"  exclaimed  Waldstein,  in 
a  tone  of  surprise:  "  Slie  requested  me  to 
come — she  promised" — 

"  I  know  all,"  replied  the  old  man,  bowing 
still  lower:  "  but  an  indispensable  duty" — 
"  A  duty!  and  toward  whom?     Where  is 
she  V 

"  At  St.  Margaret's,  with  her  mother's 
sister,  who  has  been,  on  the  sudden,  taken 
dan^rously  ill,  my  Lord,  and  has  sent  for 
her." 

"  Who  is  this  mother's  sister?" 
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"  The  widow  of  the  governor  of  the  mon- 
nastery  of  St.  Margaret, — a  good  woman,  who, 
after  the  decease  of  my  wife,  dischurged  tha 
(duties  of  a  parent  toward  my  child." 

"  And  she  was  suddenly  takea  ill  to-day, 
said  Waldsteio,  in  a  doubting  tone  :  "  this 
singular !" 

"  The  nowfi  came  about  Doon ;  Joanna  w 
dreadfully  terrified,  first  on  account  of  her 
iiutit,  and  then  from  fear  of  your  Lordsh^'i 
displeasure.  Indeed,  had  I  not  presDmed, 
Ihal  you  were  at  the  banquet,  T  should  hart 
suii^ht  you,  to  prevent  your  coming." 

"  And  does  not  Joanna  return  to-night!'^ 
inquired  Waldsteiii,  somewhat  softened. 

"  I  expect  her  every  moment,   and  few, 
from  bcr  stay,  that  matters  go  badly  at 
Margaret's." 

"  She  will  not  come  home  alone,  Bureljt 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  1 " 

"  I  believe  her  cousin  will  accompany  bet 
home." 

"  Her  cousin!  wbo  is  hef"  asked  Waldr 
steiti,  jumping  al  a  conclusion. 
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"  The  son  of  my  sister-in-law." 

"  Indeed  !  a  young  man,  probably!" 

"  Yes,  my  Lord." 

"  I  shall  wait  a  little,"  said  the  Count,  at 
loBt:  "  unlock  the  garden-g'ates  for  me. — 
Periiaps  Joanna  may  still  come ;  and  the  night 
is  most  beautiful." 

Bertram  obeyed,  conjecturing  within  him- 
self all  manner  of  things  about  his  Lord ; — 
while  Waldstein  stepped  into  the  gardeu, 
which  was  dark  and  balmy,  and,  sending  back 
the  old  man,  gave  himself  up,  surrounded  by 
silence,  solitude,  and  ui^ht,  to  his  thoughts 
and  recollections. 

In  the  Castle  and  its  royal  gardens  all  the 
lights  were  gradually  vauishiiig ;  the  guest.i 
had  retired ;  and  quiet  darkncFs  sank  refresh- 
ingly, after  the  noise  of  the  day,  on  the  heads 
of  the  wearied  partakers  in  the  festival. 
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In  this  silent  hour,  whilst  the  inhabitaDtSjl 
of  Pru^e  ^ve  themselves  up  to  carelen'l 
slumlier,  a  storm  was  preparing:,  which  was  I 
soon  to  burst,     Uodet  the  cover  of  nig-ht,  the  I 
Swedish  troops  were  approaching  from  Ba- 
konilz,  and  were  now  at  a  small  distance  only 
from  the  town.     They  had  marched  the  whole 
day  with  the   greatest   caution ;   preventing 
every  possible  communication   whereby  the 
Bohemian  capital  might  have  been  apprised 
of  tlieir  advance. 

Toward  night  the  words  were  given,  "  God 
be  with  Ds!"  and  each  soldier  received  orders 
to  stick  a  green  sprig  of  birch-wood  in  his 
cap,  in  order  to  be  recognized  in  the  dark- 
ness. The  troops  then  broke  up,  and  tlie 
march  was  so  calculated  as  to  make  then> 
reach  Prague  in  the  depth  of  night. 
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Odowalskf  had  the  vanguard  under  his 
orders;  ColoDel  Coppy  followed  with  oue 
thousand  horse,  and  Kiinigsmarli  brought  up 
the  rear  with  the  main  body,  consisting  of 
cavalry  and  infantry,  which  latter  he  had 
mounted  in  the  baggage  waggons,  and  upon  the 
horses  of  the  baggage  and  artillery.  Odo- 
waisky  well  knew  that  it  was  mistrust  which 
bad  induced  Kbnigsmark  so  to  arrange  :  and 
this  feeling  was  productive  of  any  thing  but 
complacency ;  but  he  was  forced  to  submit, 
and  therefore  rode  slowly  along  toward  the 
capital  of  his  native  country,  which  he  was  on 
the  point  of  delivering  over  to  strangers,  and 
of  spreading  bloodshed,  plunder,  and  misery 
amidst  his  fellow-citizens.  At  times  there 
arose  within  his  breast  a.  strong  feeling  of  hor- 
ror at  thb  idea;  and  the  unfavorable  opinion 
which  even  the  Swedes  seemed  to  entertain 
of  him  (whilst  they  reaped  all  the  advant:iges 
of  hb  treachery)  increased  that  heavy  uon- 
sciOBSness.  Manning  himself,  however,  fur 
the  enterprize,  he  shook  off  the  unwelcome 
feeling  as  a  prejudice  derived  from  inexpe- 
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rienced  yoiitb ;  and,  thinking  on  all  that  he ' 
had  endared,  tried  to  overcome  bis  better 
judgement.  Amidst  the  visions  of  a  brilliant 
destiny  which  the  future  seemed  to  open  to 
him,  and  the  enjoyments  of  long-wished  for 
wealth,  arose  the  lovely  figure  of  Helen, 
whom  her  relations  could  not  refuse  him,  wheo 
— rendered  illustrious  by  success — he  ap- 
peared as  a  victorious  general  before  them 
and  demanded  the  hand  of  theirniece.  Thus 
did  he  push  his  regards,  across  massacre,' 
treachery,  aud  terror,  toward  the  object  of 
his  desire,  striving  to  silence  the  voice  of 
con  science-^  which,  however,  became  more 
and  more  audible  tbe  nearer  he  approached 
the  walls  of  Prague,  whose  towers  he  could 
now  recognize  by  the  pale  starlight. 

They  had  reached  the  Abbey  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, when  suddenly  the  bells  of  the  tower 
sounded,  and  were  at  the  same  moment 
echoed  by  an  answering  peal  from  those  in 
the  city.  The  Swedish  troops  halted  in  uttei 
astonishment :  and  the  adjutant-general; 
springing  forward,  demanded,  almost  breath* 
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less,  of  Odowalsky,  what  was  the  meaoing  of 
thismgiov  ? — whilst  Kbnigsraark,  continually 
suspicious  of  the  man  who  had  broken  faith 
with  his  owD  prince,  imagined  that  he  <]is- 
coTereU  herein  some  fresh  instance  of 
treachery,  preconcerted  with  the  Bohemiaii 
authorities. 

"  What  does  that  ringing  mean?"  said 
Odowalsky,  ironically,  while  the  shades  of 
night  concealed  from  young  Kbnigsmark  the 
Bmile  of  mockery  which  played  on  his  features  ; 
*'  truly,  nought  but  the  chorus  of  the  monks ! 
,  They  are  ringing  for  service  in  the  various 
monasteries.  The  pious  souls  announce  to 
the  world  their  intention  to  pray  for  themselves 
sud  others,  whilst  we  meantime  surprise  thu 
■city.  Jt  is  the  moat  innocent  ringing  that 
can  be  imagined ;  pray,  say  as  much  to  the 
Count,  your  uncle." 

The  adjutant  was  silent,  but  still  hesitated. 
tn  tbo  mean  time  Colonel  Coppy  rode  up, 
to  whom  the  halting  and  discourse  in  the  van- 
^ard  had  appeared  singular.  He  inquired 
what  was  the  matter,  and    Odowalsky   told 


WALDSTBIN. 

him  all,  not  however  without  adding  sever^ 
ironical  remarks.  Coppy  had  formerly  passed 
some  time  in  Catholic  countries;  he  therefora 
knew  the  custom,  and  confirmed  Odowalsky's 
statement. 

Young  Kiinigsmark,  with  provoking  per< 
tiuacity,  shook  his  head  at  this  explanation, 
and  rode  back  to  his  uncle,  whilst  the  troops 
were  once  more  put  in  motion ;  but  he  sooa 
returned,  and  stationed  himself  beside  Colo-, 
nel  Coppy,  with  whom  he  carried  on 
earnest  conversation  in  an  under  tone.  Odo^ 
walsky  observed  this,  and  was  at  no  loss  W, 
interpret  Its  meaning :  Coppy  was  doubtless. 
receiving  orders  to  be  on  hia  guard,  and  not- 
to  lose  sight  of  the  suspicious  guide.  Several 
times  did  the  heart  of  the  latter  feel  incensed, 
against  the  Swedes,  who,  although  necessary, 
to  the  attainment  of  his  object,  he  in  reality 
detested.  Several  times  did  the  thought  rise 
within  him  of  meriting  their  suspicions; — of- 
springing  forward,  and  raising  the  alarm  at 
the  city  gates.  This  thought,  however  much 
it  proceeded  from  mix^d  motives,  was  at  least 
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patriotic,  and  seemed  to  be  the  last  efibrt  of 
liis  better  angel :  but  pride  overcame,  and  he 
remaiaed  true  to  his  purpose.  Consequently, 
the  troops  arrived  unobserved,  under  cover 
of  the  darkness,  close  to  the  walls  of  the  for- 
tification. This,  according  to  the  agreed 
f  lao,  was  the  point  of  separation.  KiJnigs- 
(uark  intended  to  halt  with  his  corps ;  whilst 
Odowalsky  and  Coppy — with  pioneers  bearing' 
the  instrnments  necessary  to  break  open  the 
gates, — marching  across  to  the  left  toward 
the  Hradschiu,  were  to  seek  out  that  un- 
guarded point  of  the  fortification  already  pro- 
vided withabribed  picquet, — to  press  in,  and 
open  the  Strahower-gate  to  the  Swedes  waiting 
outside. 

£very  tiling  was  earried  ou  in  the  greatest 
order  and  deepest  silence.  At  a  certain  dis- 
tance, outside  the  gate,  Kiinigsmark  drew  up 
with  the  cavalry.  Odowalsky,  however,  and 
Coppy  dismounted  their  party,  and  approach- 
ed the  Hradschin  ou  foot.  Here  every  thing 
was  found  as  Odowalsky  had  prepared  it ; 
the  words — "  God  be  with  us,"  were  given  : 
l3 
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the  sentry  made  round  to  the  right  toward 
the  city-gate  ;  the  Swedes  proceeded  vitLont 
iuterruption  through  the  anguarded  opeaiif 
in  the  wall,  and  arrived  at  the  Hradschi& 
square,  from  whence  they  speedily  proceedel 
to  the  Strahower-gate,  But  here  Odowalsb 
had  not  been  able  to  succeed  :  it  was  occfl* 
pied  by  trusty  soldiers.  As  the  Swedes  aff 
proached,  the  sentry  challenged  in  vain,  i 
found  they  were  enemies;  they  gave  firilf 
but  fell  immediately  after — the  sacrifice  f| 
their  fidelity — beneath  the  blows  of  Odi 
walsky  and  bis  party.  Previously,  bowevMl 
two  or  three  men  had  been  despatched  by  tl 
officer  onguard,  to  the  citadel;  for  the  purpoM 
of  giving  the  alarm,  aad  informing  tfae  ooD 
maudant  in  all  possible  baste  of  the  attack  ol 
the  enemy.  He  tben,  with  the  small  n 
of  his  troops,  protracted  an  heroic  reaistand 
as  long  as  he  could,  convinced  that  eveij 
moment  gained  was  so  much  lost  to  tJ 
enemy  ;  nor  was  it  till  after  himself  and  I 
small  troop  had  fallen,  that  the  Swedes  (what) 
this  delay  had  enrag;ed)  succeeded  in  forcillj 
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ppen  the  gate,  which  at  length  gave  way  to 
tbe  strokes  of  the  pioaeers,  and  falliag,  dis- 
played an  UDiiiterrupted  prospect  to  the 
Swedish  cavalry,  who  were  waiting  without, 
aod  who  immediately  sprang  forward,  and 
galloped  straight  toward  the  Hradschin- 
square,  where  they  drew  up  in  order. 

With  feelings  of  great  triumph,  Kooigs- 
mark  saw  himself  so  far  advanced,  and  Im 
now  no  longer  doubled  but  that  he  should, 
in  a  short  time,  be  master  of  all  Prague.  He 
acknowledged  that  Odowalsky  had  guided 
him  faithfully ;  and  as  a  proof  of  his  confi- 
dence, ordered  him  to  hasten  with  a  select 
body  through  the  city  to  the  bridge,  in  order 
<o  ensure  a  passage  into  the  Old  Town. 

But  the  engagement  at  the  Strahiiwer- 
gate,  and  the  firing  of  several  shuts,  had 
already  alarmed  a  part  of  the  neighbouring 
inhabitants.  Confused  and  terrified,  the 
people  sprang  from  their  beds :  they  beheld 
hostile  troops  amid  the  streets  of  the  Hrad- 
schin, and  fell  as  soon  as  they  appeared, — 
for,  even  before  they  could  plan  any  scheme 
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of  resHtance,  tbej  were  pierced  by  Swedish' 
baDets — the  eoemT's  troops  bavis^  received 
orders  to  fire  at  ereir  one  they  mi^lit  see  ii 
tfae  streets  or  at  the  windows. 

The  alarm  sooa  spread  to  the  royal  palace. 
Sentinels  cried  oat,  shots  were  fired,  and  the 
inhabitasts  awoke  in  terror  out  of  the  confo- 
sion  of  their  first  sleep,  after  a  day  passed  b 
intoxicating  pleasure.  Count  Martinitz  wa* 
one  of  the  first  who.  shaking  off  the  trammelt 
of&Itimber,  seized  his  arms  before  he  w^ 
knew  the  cause  of  the  tumult.  At  this  mtf 
meut  his  servant  rushed  into  hia  hed-r 
exclaiming  :  "  Save  jourselt',  my  Lord  !  Tb< 
Swedes  are  in  the  Palace  t" — The  Count  wa 
roused  at  this ;  for  be  imiig;ined  that  fear  oi 
intoxication  had  made  the  man  exaggerate 
an  accidental  tumult  ioto  the  presence  of  t 
enemy,  who,  according  to  his  own  opiniod 
were  yet  muny  miles  distant.  He  was  then 
fore  still  angrily  disputing  with  the  servai 
who,  maintaining  his  assertion,  was  endef 
vouring  to  persuade  the  Count  to  immedia| 
lligbt,  when    one  of    his    daughters,    pale   I 
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death,  rushing  into  the  room,  repeated  the 
news,  and  immediately  afterward  an  officer 
of  the  gTiard  entered  with  the  iofonnation — 
"  that  the  Swedes,  in  some  incoDceifahle 
way,  bad  surprised  the  city,  and  their  cavalry, 
even  now,  were  stationed  in  the  Hradschin- 
square." 

■'  Well,  let  us  drive  them  out !"  exclaimed 
the  old  man,  seizing  his  sword  :  and  ordering 
bis  servants  to  reach  down  bis  pistols  <]uicklv, 
he  desired  the  officer  to  occupy  all  the  en- 
trances in  the  best  passible  manner. 

"  That  is  already  attended  to,  your  Excel- 
lency," replied  the  officer;  "  but  I  fear  it 
will  not  prove  of  much  use;  our  number  is 
but  small,  and  the  enemy  is  strong." 

"  Send  down  into  the  town,  then,  for  a 
reinforcement !"  At  this  moment  a  terrible 
noise  was  heard  close  at  band  ;  doors  were 
burst  open,  shots  fired,  and  cries  of  terror 
and  despair  resounded  through  the  apart- 
ments. "  They  are  hereV  exclaimed  llie 
Count's  secretary,  who  with  some  others  of 
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the  household  rashed  in  from  a  back  door; 
"save  yourself,  my  Liord  !" 

"Not  I,  in  truth '."  esclaimed  Marlinitz; 
"  the  lieretics  shall  never  say  that  the  Upper 
Burgraf  of  Bohemia  fled  before  them.  The 
Emperor  has  entrusted  to  me  the  statiOD  and 
the  palace.  I  dare  not  stir  from  my  post. 
Stand  by  me,  friends  !"  exclaimed  he,  placing 
himself  so  advantag-eously  as  he  spoke,  that 
the  first  Swedes  who  pressed  forward  through 
the  forcibly  opened  door  met  with  a  warm 
reception  from  himself  and  his  armed  com- 
panions. But  the  struggle  did  not  last  long  ; 
thraugh  every  passage  the  Swedes  poured  in, 
finding  here  and  there  amongst  the  menials 
of  the  palace  but  too  faithful  guides!  Re- 
sistance, therefore,  was  mere  idleness,  parti- 
cularly as  a  Swede,  enraged  at  the  Count's 
furious  attack,  aimed  a  heavy  stroke  at  his 
head,  which  stretched  the  old  man  senseless 
on  the  ground. 

Upon  this,  all  surrendered,  stipulating  odI; 
for  themselves  and  for  the  safety  of  the  per- 
sons of  their  lord   aod  bis  family,  all  which 
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WM  granted  by  the  Swedish  leader.  The 
Count  was  placed  upon  bis  couch :  his  lit- 
meDtiag  daughter,  together  with  several  at- 
tendants, provided  him  with  every  necessary 
aid,  and,  drowned  io  their  own  distresses, 
tfaey  troubled  themselves  less  about  the  wild 
horde,  who  now,  at  the  cummnnd  of  their 
leader,  (leaving  the  uliamber  of  the  wounded 
Count,  whom  they  declared  to  be  their  pri- 
soner of  war,)  ransacked  the  rest  of  the 
apartments  in  the  palace,  slew  all  who  op- 
posed them,  and  seized  whatever  they  took  a 
fancy  to. 

From  the  palace  aud  the  Hradsch  in -square 
the  noise  and  terror  now  spread  farther  into 
the  citv.  As  yet,  however,  the  greatness  of 
the  danger  and  its  real  nature  was  not  known, 
until  the  voice  of  the  messenger  who  had 
hastened  from  the  Strahbwer-gate  into  the 
town,  with  the  cry  of  terror^"  The  Swedes 
are  in  the  city  !" — awoke  likewise  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  other  districts.  The  women 
screamed,  and  the  men  sprang  to  their 
weapons,  hurrying  disorderly  into  the  streets. 
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Small  bodies  sooa  collected  here  and  th 
but  were  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of 
true  slate  of  things,  as  well  as  in  presence 
of  miDd.  The  facts,  however,  became  gra-  J 
dually  known  in  every  direction  :  the  drnma 
were  beat,  and  a  corps  of  regular  troops 
(summoned  by  the  messenger  formerly  alluded 
to)  marched  up  the  steep  leading  to  the  Urad- 
schin. — At  last  the  tumult  penetrated  into  that' 
solitary  part  of  the  town  wherein  was  situated 
the  Wald stein-palace. 

Albert  had  not  left  it.     Joanna  not  having 
yet  arrived,  he  wandered  up    and  down  the, j 
moonlit  walks  of  the  garden,  and  having  just  i 
reached  the  small  lake,  whereon  ho   had  yes- 
terday enjoyed  such  a  happy  tour,  was  think- 
ing of  their    water  excursion, — of  the   silent  | 
delight  which  beamed   from  Joanna's  eyes, 
and  the  mind  displayed  in  all  her  expressious.  ^ 
How  amiable  seemed  her  confidence  evinced  4 
(even  against  her  father's  will)  toward  liim ! 

At  that  moment  he  heard  shots  at  a  dis-. 
tance ;  but  supposing  them  to  be  indicative  I 
of  some  innocent  amusement  or  continuation  J 
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of  the  pleasares  of  the  day,  he  took,  no  fur- 
ther notice.  The  reports,  however,  were  re- 
newed, stronger  and  more  frequent.  At  the 
same  time  it  appeared  to  him  as  if  he  heiird, 
in  the  adjacent  streets,  cries  and  tumult.  He 
hurried,  therefore,  quickly  through  the  garden 
into  the  house,  where  he  was  met  by  Ber- 
tram, full  of  terror. 

"  What  noise  is  that  ?"  cried  Waldstein. 

"  Alas,  my  Lord,  I  know  not;  I  fear  it  is 
some  tumult" — 

"  Open  the  gate — I  will  see." 

"  Oh,  for  heaven's  sake,  my  Lord,  do  not  1 
You  might,  perchance,  encounter  the  rioters. 
It  is  DO  doubt  some  drunken  people  coming 
from  the  festival." 

"  No,  no,"  returned  Waldstein,  "  this  is 
DO  drunken  fray.  Do  you  not  hear  the 
tread  of  cavalry  descending  from  the  Hrad- 

Bchin  r 

"  It  is  the  patrol — they  have  been  sum- 
moned, no  doubt." 

"  It  is  the  heavy  tread  of  horses.  Good 
iieavens  !"   continued  he,  afler  a   moment's 
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thought,  "  can   it   be   the  Swedes  J     Harkl^ 
they  are  sounding  the  alarm  bells !" 

Just  then,   indeed,   the   alarm   was  real^ 
heard  from  the  hells  of  St.  Thomas, 
were  answered  by  the  other  towers. 

"  It  U  the  Swedes!"  pursued  Waldsteina 
"  my  fears  are  true.  Open  the  gate, 
tram,  I  must  get  out.  Do  you  bear  th^ 
drums?  Our  troops  are  in  motion — open  the 
gate !"— but  the  poor  attached  old  man  hesi- 
tated. 

Meantime  the  household  had  collected  tO^ 
gether  in  the  court  in  a  state  of  terror, 
various  exclamations  they  surrounded  th^ 
yonng  lord ;  whilst  without  the  noise  becanj 
louder  and  the  ring'ing'  of  the  bells  more  v 
lent.  Bertram  saw  and  understood  his  mat 
tor's  peremptory  look  and  motion ;  the  gafd 
was  unbarred,  and  the  nephew  of  the  greal 
Friedland,  sword  in  hand,  rushed  forth. 

"  Oh, my  daughter!"  cried  Bertram,  i 
voice  of  anguish,  "  in  this  night  of  ten* 
where  can  she  be!" 

"  Where  we  all  are — in  the  hands  of  God  rt 
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esclidmed  Waldstein,  turiiiog  round  once 
more ;  "  if  I  can  be  His  instrument  in  saving 
her  it  will  render  me  happy !"  With  these 
words  he  flew  away,  whilst  his  people  re- 
mained  standing  in  a  kind  of  stupor  at  the 
gate. 

As  Waldstein  approached  one  of  the 
squares,  be  plainly  heard  tLe  sound  of  swords 
clashing  and  the  report  of  muskets.  It  was 
a  sign  that  the  enemy  was  at  the  same  time 
in  different  parts  of  the  city,  whilst  here  in 
the  square  they  were  already  engaged  hand 
to  hand.  From  out  several  houseswas  heard 
the  cry  of  lamentation,  where,  perhaps,  some 
Swedes  bad  penetrated,  or  one  of  the  inha- 
bitants bad  been  killed.  Straggling  dark 
If  forms  Qed  along  close  to  the  wails,  in  order 
to  escape  unobserved  from  the  enemy — loud 
alarms  re-echoed  from  every  side — and  the 
darkness  of  the  night  increased  the  amount 
of  uncertainty  and  terror. 
■  By  the  light  of  torches,  Waldstein  recog- 
nised a  body  of  men  with  the  Swedish  uni- 
form,  and   was   now  convinced  there  must 
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have  been  some  monstrous  act  of  treachery 
perpetrated  to  deliver  Prague  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  He  quickly  guessed  at  the 
intention  of  the  Swedes  to  proceed  to 
bridge,  and  secure  the  passage  to  the  Old 
Town. 

It  was  Odowalsky,  with  his  corps,  to  whom 
a  small  body  of  Imperialists  was  just  now 
opposed.  The  idea  of  warning-  the  Old 
Town  flashed  through  Albert's  mind.  like 
an  arrow,  be  darted  along  the  houses  toward 
the  Bridge-street ;  at  the  top  of  which,  fait 
progress  was  intercepted  by  a  wounded  per* 
son,  who  was  groaning,  and  slowly  dragging 
himself  along.  Compassion  induced  our 
hero  to  assist  this  unfortimate  being ;  whiUt, 
on  the  other  hand,  his  object  demanded  the 
greatest  haste. 

The  reflection  of  a  passing  light  in  the 
hands  of  a  fugitive  fell  upon  Waldstein's 
figure;  and  the  -wounded  man  calling  out 
his  name,  Albert  recognised  poor  IV" detlen, 
who,  at  that  moment,  fell  down,  expiring, 

"  Heavens!  is  it  yon?"  exclaimed  Wi 


the    J 

the- 1 
Old   1 
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stein,  as  he  bent  over  his  unfortunate  frienil. 
Fredettea  reached  oat  his  hand  to  bim :  "  It 
is  all  over  with  me,"'  he  feebly  ejaculated ; 
"  hasten  to  the  Old  Town — I  wished  to 
give  the  alarm — but  now — tell  them  to  oc- 
cupy the  bridge  strongly,  and  they  may  yet 
the  two  other  districts.  Hasten,  hasten, 
Waldatein — God  be  with  you!"  and  he  sank 
back  exhausted. 

Waldstein  could  not  leave  the  unhappy 
man  to  lie  helpless  here,  where  the  foot  of 
fhe  coming  enemy  might  trample  upon  him. 
Helifted  him  up,  therefore,  and  laid  him  under 
^e  nearest  gate-way.  He  no  longfer  exhi- 
bited signs  of  motion.  Had  he  fainted,  or 
was  he  dead  ?  To  ascertain  this  point, 
Waldstein  had  no  time.  He  seized  tlie  hat 
and  dark  mantle  of  the  once-gay  Predetten, 

rapped  himself  up  therein,  and,  leaving 
Us  own  rich  dress,  (which  might  have  be- 
trayed him,)  with  the  dying  man,  hastened 
on,  profoundly  agitated  at  all  the  horrors 
which  he  had  witnessed,  toward  the  gate  of 
the  Kleinseile,  in  order  to  execute  bis  original 
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plan — that  which  Predettea  bad   vai 
■ired  to  accomplish.    He  was  already  in  sight 
of  the  river,  when  the  unequal  fight  in  the 
square  having  terminated,  ha  heard  the  eneujJ 
advancing,    and  redoubled  his  speed, 
yond  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  he  was  rein 
dering  up  his  ardent  prayer  to  all  the  saintte 
vhose  images  he   was  flying   past,    for  the  | 
preservation  of  his   native   city,    wheo  the 
Swedes  pressed  also  through  the  first  bridj^- 
tower,    and   gained  upon  him.      Some  i 
unfamiliar  voice   exclaimed    "  Fire!"    a 
Albert  felt  a  ball  enter  his  shoulder.     Tb4 
blood     flowed     copiously ;  —  but     he 
garded  not  that,  hastening  on  as  fast  as 
wound  would  permit.     The  pain  was  scarcetjB 
felt,  but  the  loss  of  blood  began  to  weaken 
him ;    and,    while    anxiety  urged    him 
faintness  checked  his  steps.    Thus  he  reached^ 
at  length,  the  bridge-tower  on  the  side  aCM 
the  Old  Town.     Tbe  alarm-bells  had  alreadjh 
awakened  the  terrified  garrison.     One  b 
had   formed   itself    in    the    Ring;    ano 
marched,  in  double  quick  time,  up  the  Jesuit-; 
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street,  (which  leads  to  the  bridge,)  and  vas 
near  the  Tower  wben  Albert  reached  it. 
Pale  and  bleeding,  be  Iiurried  toward  the 
soldiers,  and  crying  out,  "  The  Swedes  are 
in  Prague !  save  the  Old  Town !  *'  he 
sank,  fainting,  at  the  feet  of  the  officer  who 
commanded  the  detachment. 
,  The  Swedish  troops,  in  considerable  force, 
vere  now  seen  advancing,  and  soon  recog- 
nised as  enemies,  notwithstanding  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  by  their  general  appearance 
and  the  birch-boughs  in  their  caps.  They 
had  already  passed  the  central  arch  of  the 
bridge,  and  presented  a  speedy  coniirmation 
of  the  shouts  of  the  wuunded  man,  who, 
meanwhile,  had  been  conveyed,  in  a  sense- 
less state,  to  a  more  secure  place.  The  gate 
leading  to  the  bridge  was  shut  in  great  haste, 
the  guard  mounted,  and  the  Austrians  ready 
to  repel  force  by  force.  The  assailants  rushed 
toward  the  gate,  but  fouud  it  shnt,  and  their 
attempt  lo  force  it  was  answered  by  a  volley 
of  musket-shot. 

Tlirice  did  tliey  renew  the  attack,  and  as 
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many  times  were  they  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  1 
the   Imperial  troops.      At   last,    Odowalsk;^  I 
perceived   that,  for  the  present,  very  littS  1 
coald  be  done  without  heavy  artillery.     Ho,,  J 
therefore,   sullenly  retreated   to  the  Kleiiti  I 
seite,  not  without  annoyance  from  the  bullett  I 
of  the  Austrians,  which  harassed  his  men  as 
long  as  they  were  within  reach.     He  left, 
however,    part  of  his  regiment  behind,   U 
occupy  the  bridge-works.  'ij 

He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  single  fngii 
tive  whom  he  had  recognised  making'  full 
speed  toward  the  Old  Town,  had  been  the 
cause  of  his  disappointment.  He  was  there- 
fore extremely  desirous  to  know  who  (hat 
fugitive  might  be,  in  order  to  be  revenged 
upon  him  in  the  event  of  his  getting  pos;" 
session  of  the  remainder  of  the  town,  rfiJ 
which  he  entertained  no  doubt. 

Dejected,    and    out  of  humour,    be  pro 
oeeded  with  his  soldiers  along   the   bridges 
road,  toward  tbe  Kleinseituer-Ring,  meetinn 
every  where  Swedisli  troops,  both  in&ntij 
and   cavalry,  moving  through  the  streets,- 
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H  sign  that  the  Kleinseite  had  surrendered 
without  any  farther  struggle  or  resistance. 
But  quite  at  the  end  of  the  street,  aud  before 
they  arrived  at  the  Riii^,(which  was  occupied 
by  Swedish  cavalry),  two  of  the  soldiers  stum- 
bled against  a  dead  body  that  lay  close  to  a 
bouse;  and  a  richly  embroidered  cloak,  toge- 
ther with  a  magnilicent  cap  with  white  nodding 
plumes,  showed  that  the  young  man — for 
they  could  so  far  distinguish  his  features  in 
the  dark — must  have  been  of  rank  and  for- 
>  tnne.  The  soldiers  greedily  stripped  off  the 
splendid  uniform,  aud  then  began  to  quarrel 
about  their  spoil,  every  one  preferring  the 
cloak  to  the  cap :  but,  on  minute  examination, 
a  rich  button  and  loop,  set  with  brilliants, 
I '  was  discovered  upon  the  latter,  which  gave 
things  another  turn,  amply  satisfying  the 
malcontent  appropriators.  This  splendid  be- 
'  ginning,  indeed,  aObrded  bright  prospects  of 
the  wealth  to  be  anticipated  from  the  taking 
of  a  town  that  bad  been,  for  so  many  ceu' 
tunes  past,  and  until  very  lately,  the  resi- 
dence of  emperors  and  kings,  as  well  as  of 
VOL.   1.  M 
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an  opulent  nobiiltj.  Yet  the  men  were 
ohliged  to  check  their  impatience  and  avarice 
for  the  present,  as  Kuuigsmork's  strict  com- 
mand prohibited  any  one  from  leaving  the  J 
ranks.  Each  had  orders  to  remain  with  hi*^ 
company ;  and  night,  coupled  with  their  total 
ignorance  of  the  place,  and  the  possibility  of 
being  surprised  by  the  enemy,  rendered  this 
precaution  highly  necessary. 

The  Swedish  troops,  therefore,  after  having 
silenced  the  weak  resistance  opposed  to  them 
in  the  castle,   and  in  various  parts  of   the 
Kieinseite,  remained  under  arms  all  nigbl.^ 
Few  of  the  inhabitants  were  to   he  seen  i 
the  streets;  and  those  who  did  venture  fortli'l 
paid  for  their  temerity  with  loss  of  life.  Thus, 
the  city  which  had,  a  short  time  before,  been 
so  gay,  was  now  become  still  and  solitary  a 
the  grave ;  and  this  horrible  silence  was  onl^ 
interrupted,  at  intervals,  by  lamentations  ai^ 
tered  over  the  coucb  of  the  dead  or  mortally 
wounded — or   by   the    sentinels   challenging 
each  other  upon  their  posts.     How  much  is_ 
the   apparent  duration  of  time  affected  byJ 
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eiroumBtance !  This  short  summer's  night 
.■eemed  as  if  it  would  have  no  end ! 

"When,  at  length,  the  first  ray  of  morning, 
so  anxiously  longed  for  by  many  a  heart, 
beamed  over  Prague,  it  only  seemed  to  lend 
its  light  to  the  enemy,  and  to  renew  and 
'Complete  the  horrors  of  the  night.  For,  as 
soon  as  Kbnigsmark  found  himself,  after 
itrict  inquiry,  secure  from  every  possible 
danger,  and  that  all  necessary  measures  had 
been  taken  against  uuexpected  attack,  he 
permitted  his  troops,  who  had  hitherto  kept 
together  in  considerable  numberSj  to  disperse, 
sent  them  into  quarters,  and  gave  them  leave 
to  plunder, 

Now  began  the  fears  and  horrors  of  an 
hostile  attack,  in  another  and  even  more 
terrific  manner.  The  Swedes  broke  into  the 
houses.  Harsh  treatment,  nay,  all  sorts  of 
cruelty  was  committed ;  whoever  offered  re- 
d«tance  was  put  to  the  sword ;  many,  espe- 
cially of  the  most  eminent  and  opulent  ci- 
tizens, were  made  close  prisoners,  in  order 
either  to  use  them  as  hostages  or  to  extort 
m3 
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enormous  sums  of  money  for  their  ransom. 
The  churches  were  plundered  and  profaned ; 
even  the  unofiendiug  often  wantonly  knocked 
down  or  killed ;  and  the  greater  part  of  those 
valuables  which  had  either  remained  or  been 
again  collected  together  after  the  action  nei 
the  Weisse  Berg,  (which  bad  already 
Prague  the  greatest  share  of  its  treasures,)" 
now  became  the  prey  of  an  insolent  enemy. 
For,  though  the  two  other  parts  were  ^ared. 
the  Kleinseite,  owing  to  its  vast  Dumbei;,;^ 
^rgeous  edifices,  including  the  royal  pal 
,^d  the  arsenal  of  the  Hradschin,  (wbidi 
Vere  in  direct  communication  with  it,)  mt 
decidedly  the  most  important  and  richMt 
quarter  of  the  whole  city. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


WK  win  now  return  to  the  inmates  of  the 
Castle  of  Troy,  who  reached  home  on  this 
*ventPil  night  in  perfect  safety,  though  ua- 
Accompanied  by  any  one  save  their  usual  at- 
tendants; for,  however  gallantly  Leopold 
fead  offered  himself  to  Helen  as  long  as  there 
•eemed  a  necessity  for  his  services,  he  did  not 
press  them  when  that  necessity  appeared  to 
Tanish.  He  therefore  took  leave  of  the  family 
at  the  threshold  of  the  Palace,  and  amused 
himself,  as  he  returned  home  over  the  bridge 
(at  that  time  still  quiet),  witb  speculations  on 
the  singular  behaviour  of  Albert  and  Helen. 

The  latter,  on  reaching  her  apartment, 
found  her  mother,  who  jointly  occupied  it, 
rtiD  awake ;  and,  alarmed  at  Helen's  pale  looks 
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I  Jiear  the  firing?  I  tboiight  yon  bad  been  ]oi 
I  Kwake,  and  wished  to  know  if  any  tbiuJ 
could  be  seen  as  well  as  beard,  from  hence^l 
Madame  de  Berka,  slowly  shaking  ofTd^fl 
stupor  of  sleep,  assured  the  Baron  that  eb|f|f 
had  rested  quietly,  nutil  a  few  minutes  sincsjl 
—and,  on  saying  this,  she  vent  toward  I 
window,  followed  by  the  BaroD,  and 
were  terrified,  as  if  by  a  ghost,  at  the  si^ 
of  the  young  lady  sittiog  there  pale  and  n 
tionless,  her  eyes  immoveably  directed  to  ^ 
window. 

"  Helen!"  cried  her  mother,  "  vhat  a 
you!" 

The  sonnd  of  her  name,  together  witii  tl 
sight  of  her  uncle  and  mother,  in  some  n 
sure  restored  Helen  to  her  senses.    With  a 
lifted  bands,  but  without  being  able  as  yet  tO 
utter  a  tone,  she  pointed  to  Prague ;  and  the 
old  people  thought  they  were  to  understand 
by  this   that   the    terror   of  the   firing  bwA 
alarmed  faer.     On   opening  the  windoi 
did  not  admit  of  a  doubt  but  that  somethiaf  J 
extremely  serious  must  be  going  on  in  tbs  j 
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dty:  and  tte  Baron,  after  having  looked 
awhile  and  made  bis  obserrations,  resolved  to 
send  an  express  thither  by  way  of  Lteben,  as 
the  shorter  road  by  water  would,  owing  to  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  have  been  attended 
with  too  many  difficulties. 

He  left  (he  room.  Madame  de  Berka  re- 
mained a  little  longer  at  the  window,  and 
Helen  with  her,  still  terribly  agitated.  The 
firing  begau  to  subside  by  degrees,  and  at 
length,  after  having  lasted  aboat  an  hour, 
dropped  entirely, 

"  Now  'tis  all  over,"  said  Helen,  with  a 
deep  sigh,  "  and  what  is  done — is  done !" 
At  these  words  she  rose  with  difficulty  from 
her  chair,  and  tottered  toward  her  bed,  shi- 
Teridg  as  if  from  a  fit  of  the  ague.  Her  mo- 
ther hastened  to  her  assistance ;  the  old  lady 
was  herself  much  agitated  and  perplexed, 
berth  by  the  state  in  which  she  saw  her  daugh- 
tet,  and  by  anxiety  to  learn  the  cause  of  the 
cominotion;  she  rang  for  the  maid,  ordered 
some  strengthening  medicines,  and  wished  to 
persuade  Helen  to  take   them ;   who,  how- 
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ever,  obstinately  refused.      "  The   tnorrtm] 
will  decide  all,"  said  she,  io  an  inward  tottft* 

"  Will  decide  what?"  asked  her  mother. 

"  Between  life  and  death,"  continaed 
Helen,  still  speaking  and  lookiEg  as  if  ntterlj 
abstracted. 

"  Good  God !"  exclaimed  the  old  lady, 
"  between  life  and  death?  Do  you  feel  M. 
very  ill,  then  '.  Tell  me  now,  my  own  girt, 
what  has  happened  1  I  fear  your  spirits  arS 
over-strained,  what  with  the  noise  of  the  fes^ 
tivity  and  these  unlooked-for  horrors !" 

Helen  answered  not ;  her  conflicting  enK»> 
tions,  in  fact,  almost  deprived  her  of  uttei> 
ance.  In  vain  did  her  mother  eudeE 
administer  consolation ;  the  only  reply  sht( 
could  obtain  was — "  If  you  love  me,  1 
me  alone ;  I  am  unable  to  speak  to  you  ■ 
present." 

Madame  de  Berka  shook  her  head, 
obeyed  and  laid  herself  down  ;  but  the  gentls 
sleep  returned  not  to  her.  With  a  motber't 
anxiety  she  watched  each  breath  of  her  bfrt 
loved  child,  and  this  immediate  cause  of  het 
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apprehensinn  banished  from  her  tbougbts 
every  thiDg  that  concerned  the  strange  doings 
ill  Prague. 

At  last,  morning  dawned  on  these  wretched 
beings ;  bat  the  express  whom  Baron  von 
Zelstow  bad  despatched  to  Prague  was  not 
yet  returned.  This  delay  seemed  incompre- 
faensible  ;  but  the  worst  was  soon  confirmed, 
when  some  peasants  entered  the  Castle  much 
Blarmed,  and  reported  that  the  Swedes  had 
surprised  the  Kleinseite  in  the  night,  and 
pat  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  sword,  so  that 
scarcely  any  one  survived  the  slaughter, — 
and  that  the  streets  were  running  with  blood ! 
Such  exaggerations,  however,  being  common, 
the  Baron  and  his  family  knew  that  great  allow- 
ances were  to  be  made ;  still,  it  was  plain 
that  the  story  must  be  but  too  well  founded  in 
fact,  and  could  uo  longer  be  doubted,  as  all 
the  reports  agreed  in  this  point,  that  the 
Swedes  had  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
town. 

What  was  to  be  hoped  for,  what  to  be 
feared,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  environs ' 
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These  were  tfae  thoughts  that  now  suggested 
thesiBetfeB  to  every  one,  aod  the  formn 
courage  of  the  Baron,  who  had  once  fought 
under  Tilly,  revived.  He  examined  the 
Castle,  carefnlly  inspected  the  preparations 
for  defence,  ordered  all  his  people  to  make 
themaelveE  familiar  with  their  arms,  and 
assigned  to  the  women  the  task  of  sapp)yiii§. 
the  Castle  with  provision. 

With  the  first  raj  of  morning  Helen  hastifjfi 
rose,  and  -went  into  the  garden,  in  spite  at 
all  the  remonstrances  of  her  mother,  wht 
thought  her  dangerously  ill.  But  she  ex* 
pected  the  report  which  Odowalsky  had  pro- 
raised  her,  and  which  she  could  only  receive 
in  private.  At  length  her  faithful  maid  ap- 
peared with  a  note  in  Ms  band-writipg,  which 
alone  sufficed  to  lighten  her  heart  of  a  very 
heavy  load.  It  contained  but  a  few  lines, 
written  in  terms  unintelligible  save  to  them- 
selves. Their  purport  was : — that  her  friend 
had  mainly  succeeded  in  his  enterprise,  H»- 
hurt  by  either  bullet  or  sword.  The  entrance 
into  the  town  had  been  effected  with  triHinp 
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loss.  He  was  now  expecting  an  ample  re- 
compense— not  so  much  from  Kboigsmark  as 
from  Cbristiiina  herself,  whom  he  looked  on 
as  his  future  sovereign.  He  hoped  shortly 
to  see  Helen,  and  verbally  commuoicate  to 
faer  farther  details. 

Tremhling  with  mixed  sensations  of  anxiety 
and  delight,  the  young  lady  was  scarcely  able 
to  read  the  note.  When  she  had  finished, 
she  thanked  God  io  fervent  prayer  for  the 
fulfilment  of  her  fondest  wishes,  and  then 
eodeavouring  to  calm  her  agitated  spirits, 
(that  she  might  not  attract  observation  io  the 
Castle,)  retired  to  her  chamber.  If  her 
mother  was  before  astonished  at  the  ghastly 
looks  of  her  daughter,  she  was  now  no  less  so 
at  the  expression  of  cheerfulness  and  gaiety 
which  beamed  on  her  features.  But  it  was 
■till  in  vain  to  ask  her  any  questions.  Helen 
persisted  itk  saying  that  she  felt  to-day  exactly 
Bs  she  had  done  yesterday,  and  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  sudden  fright,  nothing  had 
sUed  her. 

At  length  the  Baron's  messenger  returned. 
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He  had  not  been  able  to  proceed  farther  than  1 
to  the  Altsladt,  and  had  remained  no  longer 
than  was  necessary  to  receive  autheatic  in- 
telligence. His  account  partly  confirmed  what  I 
was  already   known;  the  Kleinseite  was  in  I 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  though  the  other  two  i 
quarters  of  the  town  had  not  yet  capitulated,  i 
But  the  report  brought  by  the  messenger,  of 
the  horrors,  pillaging  and  murders,  which  the 
Swedes  had  been  guilty  of,  both  on  the  night 
of  the  attack,  and    the   following   morning,   i 
was  truly  heart-rending  to  those  who  had  so  J 
many  friends   and    relations    in  the    town.  J 
Neither  sex  nor  age  had  been  spared :  the  I 
Governor  of  the  Castle  was  imprisoned,  ai^ 
was  likewise  tLe  greater  part  of  the  persont  J 
of  rank   and   consideration.     Field  Marshall 
Count  Coltoredo,  the  Commander-in-Chi^,  I 
had,  however,  made  his  escape,  though  not'l 
without  imminent  danger,  over  the  Moldavia,  I 
in  a  small  boat.     The  despairing  inhabifantt  J 
of  the  Kleinseite  were  seen  on  the  roofs  off 
their  houses,  and  on   the   steeples,  ringiDg^l 
Hheir  hands,  and  imploring  assistance  from  the  I 
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iDhabitants  of  the  two  other  quarters  of  the 
town — who,  helpless  and  perplexed,  had 
enough  to  do  to  defend  themselves,  as  the 
enemy,  having  drawn  the  pieces  of  artillery 
out  of  the  arsenal  of  the  Hradschin,  had 
planted  them  on  the  ramparts  opposite  the 
Altstadt,  and  now  began  to  bombard  the 
districts  which  bad  hithert<}  escaped. 

It  was  wise  to  anticipate  the  speedy  arrival 
of  the  unwelcome  visitors  at  Troy,  None  of 
them,  however,  made  their  appearance  during 
the  whole  of  this  day.  They  were  indeed 
busily  employed  between  the  distribution  of 
the  troops  at  head-quarters,  and  the  pillage 
of  the  town,  which  lasted  three  whole  days. 
Odowalsky  meanwhile,  together  with  every 
one  of  his  soldiers,  had  orders  not  to  remove 
to  any  distance  from  the  Klein seite,— be- 
cause Kiinigsmark  kept  thera  strictly  to- 
gether, from  fear  of  treachery,  and  distrust 
of  his  own  good  fortune.  It  was  not  till  the 
third  day,  and  after  being  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  reasonable  ground 
for  alarm,  that  he  began  to  think  of  diminish- 
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ing  the  garrison  and  stationing  EOine  of  hif 
troops  in  the  Garrounding  country,  of  which 
he  was  anxious  to  secure  possession.  i 

At  the  same  time,  some  recompense  wag' 
thought  of  for  Odowalsky.     He  had  waited!* 
for  it  with  much  impatience,   and  found  tt" 
below  his  espectation,  when  Kbnigsmark,  !■' 
presence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  regimeat, 
delivered  to  him  the  commission  of  a  colonel 
of  dragoons,  and  likewise  a  patent  of  Swedish 
nobility,  with  the  title  of  De  Streitbe^— <' 
name  which  he  had  formerly  assumed.     tS* 
addition  to  this,  a  considerable  part  of  tb**' 
booty  had,  it  is  true,  fallen  to  his  share.    But" 
his  wishes  were  more  aspiring,  and  more  cooJ''i 
sonant  to  the  important  services  which   bd*' 
thought  he  had  rendered  the  Swedish  annyl 
Indeed  it  appeared  to  bim  that  he  had  not  only" 
just  cl^ms  to  the  rank  of  a  general,  and  to  tho' 
property   of  the   palace   of  "Waldstein,  but  I 
likewise  to  other  estates  and  domains,  in  the'l 
event   of  Prague  and   the  greater   part  of  J 
Bohemia  coming  into  undisputed  possession  of  I 
the  Swedes.  He  bad  found  means  to  acquaint 
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KouigEisark  with  these  preteasious,  through 
the  medium  of  Coppy,  who  was  hisfrieod  and 
greatly  esteemed  by  Konigsmark, — who, 
nevertheless,  bad  takes  no  notice  of  it ;  and 
thus,  his  late  promotioD,  however  honourable 
and  important,  seemed  of  little  value  to  the 
ambitions  mind  of  OdowaUky. 

Od  the  second  day  after  the  taking  of  the 
town,  preparations  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to  extend  themselves.  A  bridge  wus  thrown 
over  the  river,  near  liebeo,  in  order  to  afford 
means  of  attacking  the  places  on  the  opposite 
shore  by  lund,  as  likewise  to  secure  commu- 
nication with  the  neighbourhood.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Troy  vere  not  ignorant  of  these 
movements,  and  considered  the  time  when 
tt«  Swedes  would  pay  them  a  visit  as  very 
near.  Gloomy  expectation,  discontent,  and 
fear  took  possessiou  of  the  minds  of  all. 
Helen  was  the  only  person  who  appeared 
calm,  and  she  was  even  gay,  for  which  cir- 
cumstance, together  with  Ler  conduct  on  the 
eventful  night,  her  uncle  could  in  no  other 
way  acootint,  but  by  that  peculiarity  of  cha- 


258 


WALDSTEIN. 


racter  which  is  intimidated  bn\y  by  i 
tainty,  but  boldly  looks  positive  danger  in  the  I 
face.     He  was  pleased  hereat ;  since,  iji  li 

rangemenls,  be  derived  great  assistanoei 
from  this  sensible  girl. 

Meantime,  night  came  on ;  and  jast  as  tlie  I 
family  vas  assembled  in  the  apartments  ofl 
the  Baroness,  they  suddenly  heard  the  souod  I 
of  Swedish  trumpets  in  the  village  behind  thel 
castle ; — the  enemy  was  there. 

This  sound  re-echoed  in  every  heart,  < 
L  filled  all  but  one  with  terror.    Helen's  boson 
I  alone  beat  with  joyful  expectation.     Could  il 
he  ?  She  could  hardly  doubt  it ;  she  esti- 
mated the  extent  of  his  services  as  entitling 
him  to  every  recompense,  much  more  to  the  J 
triflmg  distinction  of  choosing  his  own  head-l 
quarters.     At   the   same   moment  a  servant] 
entered    and     brought     the    news — that   i 
Swedish  colonel  with  a  detachment  of  cavaliyfl 
was  in  the  village,  to  take  up  his  quat 
there,  and  wished  to  wait  on  the  Lord  of  tl 
Castle. 

"  A  Colonel  of  the  enemy?  And  wisheil 
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'   to  wait  on    me  ?"   said   Zelstow  surprised : 

I  "  He  surely  must  be  a  prodigy  of  good- 
"  breeding!  Don't  you  know  Lis  Dame !" 
"  De  Streitberg,"  replied  tbe  servant. 
"  De  Streitberg? — Streitbei^!— Tliat's  a 
GennaD  name,"  said  the  Baron — adding,  as 
he  turned  to  the  domestic,  "  I  will  re- 
ceive the  Colonel.  He  does  me  much  ho- 
nour; Idare  say  itis  one  of  those  Germans," 
continued  he,  "  who  lend  their  arms  and 
blood  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to  make  their 
countrymen  miserable.  Well,  let  us  go  to 
meet  the  fellow!"  And,  so  saying,  he  rose 
from  his  seat  and  proceeded  to  the  great 

I  saloon  which  led  into  the  grounds  of  (he 
Castle. 

'  He  had  scarcely  reached  the  balcony,  when 
he  perceived  the  Colonel,^-a  tall,  stately 
man,  accompanied  by  an  aide-de-camp,  with 
■ome  others  of  his  stafT^coming  toward  the 

I  foot  of  the  stair-case.  The  Swedish  leader 
Btopt  a  moment,  probably  to  see  whether 
Baroa  ¥on  Zelstow  would  not  come  down  to 
hiin ;  but  when  the  latter,  politely  bowing, 
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remaJDed  where  he  was,  he  ascended  tke 
steps,  saluted  his  host,  and  anaounced  to 
him,  that  he  was  come  to  quarter  his  troops 
JD  the  village,  but  for  his  own  person  and 
suite  hegged  permission  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  Castle.  I 

Now,  this  languag'e  from  a  Swedish  office^ 
who  stood  there  as  a  conqueror,  was  con* 
plaisaBt  enough.  Baron  von  Zelstow  thoaght 
as  much,  and  immediatelj  gave  the  necesBary 
orders,  after  which  he  was  requested  by  the 
Colonel  to  introduce  him  to  his  familj.  Tbit 
request,  made  on  so  short  an  acquaintance, 
much  surprised  the  Baron  ;  for  he  had  in- 
tended to  keep  them  as  completely  as  pos- 
sible from  all  intercourse  with  the  rude  soU 
diery.  However,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  but  to  comply ;  and,  accordingly,  the 
Baron  sent  over  to  the  ladies,  that  they 
might  be  prepared  for  the  intended  visit. 

The  two  elder  ladies  were  terribly  fright- 
ened, whilst  in  Helen's  heart  all  was  sun- 
shine. It  was  he  !  The  very  name  of  Streit- 
berg  sounded  familiar    to  her  ears.     One 
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1  blush  rapidly  succeeded  auotfasr  on 
her  bloomiii^  oheek,  her  eyes  beamed  with 
transport,  and,  but  for  tlie  cousternatioD  of 
her  mother  and  the  Baroness,  they  must  needs 
have  noticed  the  evident  marks  of  rapture  on 
Helen's  features.  She  soon  reoovered  her 
self- possession,  however, — reflecting  that  she 
bRd  still  a  part  to  play>  i^nd  must  not  allow 
her  relations  to  suspect  that  she  and  Colonel 
Streitberg  were  old  acquaintances, 

"  I'm  resolved  not  to  receive  him  in  my 
<mA  tooiBa,"  said  Madam  von  Zelstow ;  "  cou- 
sin Berka,  and  yon,  Helen,  have  the  kind- 
ness to  follow  me  into  the  saloon .' " 

The  exchange  of  glances  between  Odo- 
walsky  and  Helen  sufficed  to  convince  both 
of  their  mutual  love,  of  their  happiness,  and 
of  secresy.  Madame  von  Zelstow  received 
ft©  Swedish  colonel  with  dignified  politeness; 
and  Odowalsky,  or  rather  Streitberg,  as  he 
was  now  called,  had  sufficient  self-command 
to  behave  modestly  enough  for  a  vicforions 


The  fonns  of  introduction  having  been  gom 
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fcsd  become  of  Iiim.  But  having  been  i 
formed  of  tbe  favourable  turn  alfairs  in  Praj 
had  taken,  sbe  had  no  further  opprehenskt 
B8  to  his  personal  safety: — for  the  Altsta 
had  been  hi^erto  spared  by  the  enemy, 
it  was  there  that  Waldatein  dwelt.  lo  ililr 
first  undisturbed  interview'  with  her  iovet} 
however,  sbe  intended  to  obtain  caDe)wi|nii__ 
iofonuation  on.  this  subject, — the  oiily'^ 
t^t  partially  clouded  the  bright  honEOD'c 
her  happiness.  Slio  would  uot,  indeed,  veau> 
ture  to  originate  the  mention  of  Waldstein's 
name  before  Odowalsky,  leat  it  should  extite 
I  in  him  a  feeling;  of  jealousy ;  but  sbe  felt  sure, 
'  ifimebow  or  other,  that  he  would  himself  ad- 
vert tq  it. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  eveaiugj  I 
lavers  could  find  no  opportunity  for  a  Uu 
tete.  The  domestic  afiaiis  of  the  haiue« 
the  public  business,  respectively  affordej 
constant  occupation  both  to  Heleji  aad'tha' 
Colonel.  Thus  tbe  time  of  supper  and  ofM- 
tiring  succeeded  each  other,  but  not  witbovt., 


WALDSTEIN.  265 

means  baviog  been  found  to  agree  upon  an 
early  meeting  next  moriiiog  in  a  seclnded 
part  of  tlie  gardens  of  ttie  castle. 
,1  Tbe  interview  took  place.  While  most  of 
the  inmates  were  yet  asleep,  Helen,  fresh 
and  blooming  as  the  morning,  ^vtiicb  was  be- 
ginning to  dawn  upon  tbe  cheerful  landscape, 
tripped  down  stoirs,  and  Odowalsky  soon  fol- 
lowed by  a  dlftereDt  road  through  the  shady 
walks  of  the  garden;  and  even  supposing 
rtiey  bad  been  observed  hy  any  one,  who 
ootild  put  an  improper  conatructioa  upon  the 
accidental  meeting  of  the  young  lady  and  the 
Colonel? 

As  soon  as  he  saw  her  at  a  distance,  and 
was  convinced  they  were  unnoticed,  he  sprang 
forward,  pressed  her  to  his  breast,  and  was 
fi)r  some  minutes  deprived  of  utterance  by 
Jojrful  emotion.  Helen  rioted  in  the  delight- 
fiil  thought  of  being  thus  faithfully  and  ar- 
dently beloved  by  a  hero-  She,  too,  was 
noable  to  speak;  but  tears  expressed  her 
feelings  more  eloquently  than  words  could 
have  done ;  and,  gently  putting  aside  her 
eurling  locks,  Odowalsky  kissed  off  the  pearls 
VOL.  J.  N 
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that  clutsed  eacli  otlter  dowu  Uis  oiislrei 
rosy  cheeks-  Tbe  sturm  of  sensibility  si 
sided  by  degrees,  and  transport  yielded 
Biure  level  emotions.  Helen  made 
MK)uiries  as  to  tbo  events  of  the  last  da^ 
and  in  aiisner,  Odowalsky  related  to  her 
the  reader  already  knows. 

Helen  soon  saw  that  all   he  bad   hii 
attained  failed  to  satisfy  her  friend ;  and 
ing  much  hurt  at  this  discovery,  she  concui 
with  him  iu  deenwog  Ibe  Swedish  coort  un- 
grateful,   Konig&uiark  meanly   envioos,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Svedes  insolent  aod  hateful 
L  .barbarians.     As  to  ber  own  hopes.  Ode 

|ky  seemed  to  think  their  fnlElment  retnol 
.  ^e  neither  could  nor  would  offer  her  his  band 
but  in  the  character  of  a  general.  He  coiui- 
dered  neither  Lis  honours  nor  riches  as  ^t 
sufficient  to  insure  to  bis  wife  that  splendour 
which,  in  his  mind,  was  the  due  of  ber  beauty 
and  accomplishments.  The  distribution  of 
houses  in  Prague,  that  bad  been  plsnued  al 
Pilsen — partly  in  jest,  partly  in  earnest — bad 
beea  rejected  by  Kouigsmark,  who  ratioD- 
ally  alleged  its  impracticability,  unlesB  tbej 
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irere  possessed  oftLe  two  other  parts  of  tbe 
town. 

"  Bat  don't  be  uneasy  i "  added  Odowal- 
■rity:  "  I  shall  still  thwart  these  prond,  cold- 
'hearted  Swedes.  Only  let  these  two  quarters 
of  the  town  be  taken,  (an  event  which  oannot 
be  delayed  much  longer,  for  I  know  they  are 
'  greatly  in  want  of  troops  and  arms) — then,  as 
soon  as  tlie  Count  Palatine  arrives,  I  both 
can  and  will  hold  another  language," 

"  And  do  you  really  believe,"  asked  He- 
len, "  that  both  quarters  of  the  town  will  so 
eamly  surrender? " 

"  They  must.  How  would  it  be  possible 
for  them  to  hold  out?  General  Wurtember^ 
and  the  Prince  are  on  their  march  hither.  To 
these  I  shall  make  known  who  I  am,  and  the 
*  services  I  have  rendered.  I  have  already 
paved  the  way  to  the  Count  Palatine's  favour  ; 
and  through  him  Christiana  shall  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  true  state  of  things." 

"  But  what  can  Konigsmark  harbour  in 
his  mind  against  yon  ? " 

"  That  which  all  inferior  minds  entertain 
in  tefetence  to  higher  ones — envy  and  jea- 
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to  account  for  it,  ia  a  manner  which 

never  forgive." 

'     "  How  so  V 

'     "A  fellow  ran  just  before  us  acn 

bWdge, — I  sent  a  few  shots  after  him,  and 

one  of  them  must  bave  hit  him,  for  we  fouod. 

in  his  track  the  marks  of  fresh  blood.' 

"  O,  the  unhappy  wretch!"  exclaimed 
Helen  in  voluntarily. 

"  Say  rather,  the  scoundrel !  He  deprived 
me  of  the  greatest  part  of  my  fame  and  ad- 
vantage. Had  tbe  Altatadt  not  been  warned, 
had  they  not  barricadoed  the  bridge  whea  we 
were  not  so  much  as  two  hundred  paces  dis- 
tant from  it — the  whole  of  Prague  would 
have  been  ours." 

"  Yet  do  not  call  him  scoundrel.  TTrt 
man  has  at  least  rendered  an  importanl! 
'service  to  his  native  place." 
"  "It  may  at  first  sight  appear  so ;  bat  iB' 
'  reality  it  is  different.  They  must  now  endnrt' 
the  siege,  and  have  yet  to  undergo  all  the 
fright  and  horror  which  would  otherwise  hj 
this  time  have  been  over." 

Helen  made  no  reply.    The  image  of 
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atiknowD,  who,  for  the  sake  of  bis  country, 
valued  not  his  blood, — who  hurried  on  though 
severely  wounded,  and  perhaps  sacrificed  his 
life  by  his  undaunted  resolution,  constantly 
intruded  itself  on  her  mind,  and  she  could 
not  help  admiring  him.  Odowalsky  con- 
tinued bitterly  to  complain  of  Kiiuigs- 
mark  and  the  Swedes  io  general,  till  the 
sound  of  the  trumpets  announced  to  him 
that  his  soldiers  were  collecting.  They  now 
eettied  how  and  when  they  should  meet  again> 
and  then  separated ; — the  Colonel  proceeding 
to  the  village  where  his  troops  were  assem- 
bled, and  Helen  to  her  domestic  occBpations 

'  in  the  castle. 

But  the  rapture  wherewith  she  was  ani- 

■ ,  mated  in  the  morning  had  now  given   place 

>  to   all   kinds  of  niel^icholy  thoughts.     She 
felt  indeed  the  blessing  of  her  friend   being 

I   still  alive,  and  under  the  same  roof,  but  there 
'  were  many  disagreeable  feelings  mixed  up 

>.  with  her  satisfaction ;  nor  did  she  feet  pleased 

y  with  Odowalsky  that  he  bad  eluded  all  men- 
tion of  his  having  been  saved  by  Waldstein, 

>'i  the  coosciousness  of  which  service,  however. 


appeared    to    ioilueDce    his    miaDer    Wiien 
alluding  to  him.  ■   '-■•'","■■'- 

A  few  hours  after  ber  return,  as  abe  vat- 
-walkiug  tlirough  the  saloon,  she  heard  a  loud' 
(^OIlversatiotl  that  aeemed  likely  to  tefminat» 
in  a  quarrel,  and  which  induced  lier  to  look 
out  from  the  balcony.  Here  she  saw  some' 
privates  belou^ng  to  the  squadroo  of  the 
Colouel,  standing  below  and  seemingly  offer-' 
ing  for  sale  to  the  servants  several  Talu&blal' 
jewels  and  articles  of  weariog  apparel,-~-mof4 
probably  booty  from  the  unfortunate  town. 
Among  other  things,  Helen  observed  a  Tcry 
handsome  mantle  of  green  velvet,  richly  ent. 
broidered,  which  oae  of  the  soldiers  waa/^' 
showing  to  the  Steward.  The  colour  and 
pattern  of  the  embroidery  appeared  not  un- 
known to  her,  and  as  she  was  lookiBg  at  it 
more  attentively,  one  of  the  dragoons  ob- 
served her,  and  in  an  instant  was  oti  the 
stairs,  requesting  lier  to  look  at  an  article 
of  jewellery  he  possessed,  "  and  which,"  said 
the  man,  with  that  license  unfortunately  toe 
common  under  similar  circumatances,  ^^ja  ' 
worthy  uf  being  placed  in  suph  lovely,. bB!id|."i: 
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Helen  looked  very  grave  od  receiving  this 
complimciiit ;  but  the  Swede,  by  no  means 
daunted,  pulled  from  his  bosom  a  button  and 
loop  of  great  value  and  exquisite  workman- 
ship, which  he  presented  to  her.  It  was  a 
kind  of  bouquet  worked  after  the  fashion  of 
those  tioies,  and  a  Bohemian  gnrset  of  uu- 
coDimon  size,  tastefully  set  with  brilliants, 
formed  the  centre  of  it.  Helen  examined 
the' trinket  with  much  circumspection.  The 
more  she  looked  at  it,  the  more  familiar  did 
It  appear;  and  suddenly,  like  a  flash  of 
ligfatniog  the  thought  occurred  to  her,  that  it 
was  the  clasp  she  had  two  days  before  seen  in 
Waldslein'a  cap.  She  was  horror-struck, 
and  instantly  recognized  the  mantle  likewise; 
it  was  Waldstein's,  which  he  had  worn  whea" 
he  appeared  at  the  entertainment  of  the 
Upper  Burgraf.  A  dreadful  conjecture 
riishedlhronghher  mind,  for  she  now  distinctly 
saw  Epots  of  blood  on  tbe  green  telvtjt  of  the 
mantle.  She  trembled  so  as  to  be  obliged 
to  support  herself  by  the  ballustrade,  nor  was 
it  without  the  greatest  effort  that  she  asked 

i  dragoon,  faowthey  pame  by  The  mantle? 
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Tbe  latter,  addressizi^  btmseif  t«  his 
rade,  who  was  standiog;  belov,  said:— 
"  What  passed  respecdag- that  man  yoD  foui 
Wing  in  the  street !  Come  up,  Biiirn,  ail 
tell  the  lady  all  abont  it :  you  know  I  wM 
not  preseDt." 

The   dragoon    accordiug-Iy    ascended 
steps,  and  reported  to  Helen    that  they  htl 
found  the  mantle  the  night  befcw-e  last,  ym^ 
ped  round  a  corpse,  upon  the  road  leading  It 
the  Moldavia  bridge. 

"A  corpse?"  repeated  Helen,  tremhlin^ 
and  scarce  able  to  support  herself. 

"  Yes,  lady  ;  as  far  as  we  could  perceirt 
in  the  dark  that  of  a  young  man,  rather  slim 
and  tall.     Both  cloak  and  cap  lay  near 
I   took  the  mantle,  and  Olaf,  my  eomradei 
tbe  cap." 

"  And  are  you  Olaf?"  inquired  Helei^ 
turning  to  tbe  other  soldier, 

"  No,  Madam  :  Olaf  let  me  have  tbe  c^ 
and  ornament  in  lieu  of  some  linen  which  I 
took  from  a  house  on  the  Hradschin." 

"  And  the  young  man  was  dead?"  reiterated 
Helen,  in  faltering  accents. 
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-■'**' Efen  already  cold,"  answered  tbe  first 
speaker. 

It  13   well,"  said   she,  tunuug,   as  she 

bpoke,  toward  the  saloon. 

-  "  But,  my  lady,"  cried  the  saldier*  step- 
ping after  her,  "  won't  you  buy  my  oina- 
inent  V 

Helen  paused.  She  took  the  clasp,  and 
««  she  looked  at  it,  the  tears  were  ready  to 
break  forth.  Ths  image  of  Waldstein  stood 
before  her  as  he  had  been — invested  with 
7011th  and  manly  beauty.  He  was  dead ! 
and  she — what  part  had  she  borne  in  a  con- 
summation so  griecous  l  This  idea,  rapidly 
passing  through  her  agitated  bosom,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  that  of  rescuing  these  dear  remains 
from  profane  hands. 

The  Swede  named  his  price,     "  But  I  will 

.not  take  the  ornament  unless  you  let  me  have 
the  mantle  also,"  said  Helen."  The  other 
man  hastened  to  fetch  it:  the  bai^in  was 
Boon  concluded;  and  Helen,  in  possessioo 
of  her  relics— for  such  she  considered  them — 

'  hastened  to  her  apartment,  where,  bursting 
into  tears,  she  sank  on  a  chair,  and  involnu- 
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tarily  recalled  all  the   passages  of  Her  utep 
course  with  the  nephew  of  Friedland. 

Odowalsky  dreamt  not  of  all  this.  H 
military  duties,  together  with  his  privati 
aHairs,  tbreatcDed  to  prevent  him  from: 
enjoying  Helen's  company  during  the  dayj 
but  in  the  evening  he  passed  over  to  Troft 
and  the  family  could  not  well  refuse  his  de- 
sire of  speadiug  an  hour  in  their  compaOT 
before  supper,  especially  as  he  espresse^ 
thia  wish  very  politely ;  and  the  conduct  <^ 
"  Colonel  Streitberg"  was  such  generally  a 
no  member  of  the  household  could  possiblr^ 
object  to.  Even  the  Baron  himself  woul^ 
have  willingly  conversed  with  his  travelled 
well-informed  guest,  (who  wasathoroughma^ 
of  the  world,)  had  he  not  been  a  Swede. 

In  this  manner  some  days  past,  tolerab^ 
quiet,  considering  the  turbulent  period.  Tie 
Colonel  maintained  the  strictest  discipline 
among  his  soldiers,  and  the  Baron  took  c 
they  should  be  supplied  with  every  thing  ^q^ 
qutsite.  The  only  cloud  that  now  himg  oyei; 
Troy,  and  disturbed  its  tranquillity,  arosq 
from  the  intelligeace   occasionally  received 
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from  Prague — the  news  of  some  friend  or 
acquaintance  wiio  had  lost  either  life  or  for- 
tune—  the  details  of  so  many  scenes  of 
bloodshed— and,  6nally,  the  certainty  of  the 
Swedes  being  about  to  besiege  the  ofber  parts 
of  the  city.  It  was  not  a  little  distressing  to 
the  feelings  of  the  Baron  to  be  obliged  to 
lodge  a  body  of  these  Swedes  in  his  house — 
nay,  (o  receive  the  officers  at  his  own  table, 
and  thence  to  be  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  keeping  a  strict  watch  over  his  expressions. 
There  are,  perhaps,  many  now  living  in  Ger- 
many who  know,  by  experience,  the  weight 
of  Buct  a  necessity — with  this  distinction, 
however,  that  less  refined  times  and  manners, 
and,  above  all,  difference  of  religion,  which 
had  then  a  more  powerful  influence  on  the 
actions  of  men,  rendered  the  restraint  more 
aeri're. 

^wor  had  Streitberg  thought  it  necessary^' 
after  the  first  few  days  of  his  stay,  to  observe 
any  longer  that  studied  reserve  which  he  and 
Helen  had  hitherto  assumed  before  her  rela- 
tires.  It  weighed  upon  his  heart,  and  he 
therefore  threw  it  off,  perfectly  unconcerned 
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as  to  what  ttie  world  mi^fat  tbink.  He 
seemed  to  imagine,  indeed,  that  he  was  the 
proper  master  of  the  castle,  and  that  his 
concessions  were  solely  to  be  placed  to  H(i« 
len's  acconnt.  The  young  lady's  atmt  and 
mother,  as  well  as  the  Baron,  soon  discos 
vered  that  the  Swedish  colonel  "was  by  nti 
means  insensible  tv  the  charms  of  the  bezrf- 
tifai  Helen.  It  did  not,  indeed,  strike  aif 
one  that  they  had  known  and  loved  each  oth^ 
before  ;  but  even  the  discovery  that  was  i 
was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  {ami\f, 
and  Helen  herself  wished  that  Odowabky 
had  made  his  approaches  less  obvioosly. 
She  ventured,  in  their  solitary  meel 
to  touch,  though  tenderly,  upon  this  prnnt, 
entreating  her  lover  to  proceed  with  mon 
caution.  But  here  the  prond  renegade's 
ger  broke  forth,  and  he  plainly  told  hertiiat 
he  saw  no  reason  whatever  why  the  conqueror 
should  suffer  himself  to  be  under  constraint 
in  the  presence  of  the  cojtquered.  He  inter' 
rnpted  Helen's  request,  in  fact,  as  one  re- 
sulting merely  from  affectation  orindifi'erence. 
and  she,  piqued  at  this,  immediately  gave  it  up. 


The  power  exercised  over  her  by  his  stern, 
tesolute  mind,  was  indeed  so  great,  that  she 
was  incliaed  to  regard  whatever  course  he 
dictated  as  right  and  praiseworthy. 

.  Meanwhile,  there  was  good  store  of  iin- 
easiuess  fermcDiing  in  the  fair  damsel's  breast. 
The  declared  hostility  of  her  fiiends  to  the 
Colonel's  attachment — tUe  undecided  state 
»i  tluDgs  in  Prague,  where  the  unreduced 
districts  were  making  every  preparation  for  a 
gallantdefence— and,  especially,  the  supposed 
late  of  Albert — all  conspired  to  unhinge  and 
depress  her.  Waldstein's  image  constantly 
hovered  around  her  steps,  and  would  not  be 
bidden  away  !  Every  word — every  look  of 
his,  on  the  last  day  they  had  spent  together, 
recurred  to  her  thoughts  ;  she  could  not 
doubt  that  be  had  ardently  loved  her,  and 
the  very  unaccountableness  of  bis  subsequent 
behaviour  heightened  the  interest  she  took 
in  his  fate.  Had  he  not,  likewise,  rescued  her 
lover  from  imminent  peril  at  his  own  risk? 

Odowalsky's  conduct,  in  reference  to  this 
latter  circumstance,  suffered  considerably 
from  contrast  with  Albert's.     Helen  could 
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Dot  approve  of  his  contioaed  sSeiMe,  parti- 
cularly  as  tbe  softened  tooe  in  wbich  be  spoke 
of  the  yoDtb  manifested  tbat  be  felt  ifae' 
force  (if  the  obligatioa.  It  also  surprised  ber 
greatly  that  he  oever  toncbed  upon  tbe  fact 
of  Waldstein's  death ;  indeed,  in  all  the  news 
they  received  from  the  Kleinseite,  wherein 
the  plunder  or  bodily  hurt  of  some  old  com- 
panion was  constantly  included,  no  mention  { 
was  ever  made  of  Waldstein. 

Gladly,  ob,    how  gladly  would  she  have 
nursed  the  hope,  which  these  circumstances 
seemed  to  warrant,   tbat  he  yet  lived,^-did 
not  the  apparent  evidences  of  his  death  which  I 
she  held  in  ber  possession   forbid  its   indul-  j 
gence ! 


END   OF   VOL.   1. 
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CHAPTER  1. 

Wb  hate  now,  like  HeleD.for  some  time  lost 
tight  of  our  hero, — thougli  not,  like  her,  hope- 
lessly. We  left  bim  lying  in  a  senseless  con- 
dilioD  in  a  street  beyond  the  contested  bridge, 
whence  he  was  conveyed,  by  order  of  the 
commanding  officer,  to  a  place  of  help  and 
safety.  From  his  regimentals,  he  bad  been 
at  first  taken  for  the  ill-starred  Predetten; 
nor  WHS  be  recogoised,  till,  on  the  soldiers 
lifting  him  from  the  ground,  his  hat  fell  off, 
and  disclosed  bis  exuberant  curling  locks, 
ftod  fine  Waldsteio  features. 

VOL.  II.  B 


While  Odowalsky  was  farioasly  stormii 
the  watch-tower  with  his  Swedes,  determii 
to  make  a  breach,  some  Bohemian  soldien, 
headed  by  ao  ofScer,  were  thus  carrying  Al- 
bert to  his  residence  near  the  Clementinum, 
where  Father  Plachy  (who,  roused  by  the 
noise,  had  been  induced  to  leave  his  room,) 
met  them  at  the  gate,  where  he  was  strack 
with  terror  and  consternation  on  perceiving 
his  beloved  pupil  in  such  a  state.  The  reve- 
rend Father  instantly  dismissed  all  thoughts  ol 
curiosity,  his  mind  hein^  solely  occupied  with 
the  danger  of  his  charge.  He  caused  hint) 
be  taken  to  his  room,  and  laid  in  bed  wiH 
the  utmost  care  i  a  sorgeon  was  immediate)} 
summoned,  and  Plachy's  anxiety  during  the 
examination  of  the  wound  was  extreme.  It 
was  most  interesting  to  see  the  marked  fea- 
tures of  the  stern  ecclesiastic  relaxing  ink 
affectionate  solicitude,  and  sabsequentl* 
varming  into  admiration,  as  he  learned,  thai, 
in  all  probability,  Albert  bad  be«n  the  savin; 
genius  of  the  Old-Town  of  Prague.  To  hii 
inexpressible  joy,  the  surgeon  proclaimed  tbi 
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bnrt  to  be  not  at  all  dacgeroas;  the  ball 
had  not  penetrated  deep,  and  Waldatein's 
exhaustion  had  proceeded  chiefly  from  over- 
exertion and  loss  of  blood. 

Our  bero,  on  the  recovery  of  bis  conscious- 
Dess,  became  gradaally  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances  nnder  which  he  vaa  placed,  and  of 
the  persons  by  whom  he  was  snrronnded.  His 
first  question  was,  whether  the  bridge  had 
closed,  and  the  Swedes  checked? — and 
on  this  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  his 
eyea  beamed  with  joy.  He  now  wished  to 
enter  into  particulars,  and  was  about  to  relate 
what  bad  taken  place  at  the  Kteinseite,  but 
the  surgeon  interposed,  and  prescribed  silence 
quiet  as  beiog  the  only  things  his  patient 
lAad  need  of.  Plachy  then  received  bis  io- 
strnctiona,  and  the  room  was  cleared  of  all 
mperfluDus  visitors.  The  Father  took  bis 
place  by  the  bed-side  of  his  pupil.  Wald- 
stein  looked  at  him  with  smiles.  The  thought 
that  at  least  one  half  of  his  native  place  had 
)>een  saved,  and  that  he  had  been  the  instro- 
b2 
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ment  of  rescuing  it,  tranquillized  his  hearf 
and,  after  awhile,  be  fell  asleep. 

Far  some  time  the  revereod  Father  watchedJ 
him;  and,  when  he  felt  convinced  that  thenj 
was  no  further  ground  for  alarm,  anil  ihatJ 
■leep  mustnecessarilycontribiile  tu  the  spee< 
recovery  of  the  patient,  he  ordered  one  of 
servants  to  remain  by  the  Count's  bed-sidr, 
while  he  went  out  to  inform  himself  of  the 
precise  slate  of  things.  Plachy  knew  several 
of  the  ofBcers,  and  was  allowed  by  them  tfti 
ascend  the  steps  of  the  bridge-tower.  TW' 
rarlicst  beam  of  the  lollowiog  morning  found 
him  again  at  the  bed-side  of  bis  pupil ;  and, 
as  SD'^in  as  the  latter  opened  his  eyes,  thej 
mel  those  of  his  friend, — he  might  almost  say, 
of  his  father,— 50  earnest  and  uoremittiDg 
was  Plachy'a  affection. 

Albert,  although  be  still  felt  weak,  was  evi> 
ilently  much  improved  :  but  his  rcflectioni 
did  not  lend  to  compose  him. — What  str&Dg« 
occurrences  bad  taken  place  within  the  nar- 
row space  of  a  few  hours  1 — from  the  tima 
when  he  had  met  Helen  upon  the  bridg;e! — 
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and  what  had  become  of  her  amidst  tiiesc 
fcenesof  consteroatioQand  horror?  Was  she 
safe  in  Tro;  "i  Did  the  waters  of  the  Mol- 
davia afford  aafficient  shelter  against  Ilie  io- 
cursions  of  the  enemy?  He  could  not  but 
■ee  that  this  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  ;  and  the 
snxiely  he  felt  on  the  point  was  so  iuteose  a> 
to  spread  a  hectic  over  hia  pale  cheeks,  and 
■Dauifest  itself  io  a  shock  which  agitated  hi* 
whole  frame.  At  the  same  moment,  Joanna 
loo,  by  a  singnlar  though  not  annatural  asso- 
ciation of  ideas,  crossed  bis  mind.  She  had 
beeu  to  Margarclhen  ;  —  the  Swedes  had 
chosen  that  road  to  Prague;  had,  perhaps, 
fonod  the  girl  in  the  street ; — and,  if  so— 
what  nameless  consequences  might  have  en- 
saed! — Thus  was  he  hurled  about  by  tor- 
menting doubts  and  fears,  and  Plachy  was 
apprehensive  of  his  relapsing  into  severe  ill- 
Dess,  when  a  voice  was  heard  exclaiming, 
"  Is  he  still  alive  V  The  dour  was  opened, 
and  Leopold  entered.  The  alarm  painted  in 
big  countenance,  and  the  questions  he  had 
pot  to  the  servants,  indicated  what  he   bud 


WALDSTHIN. 


feared.  He  was  in  an  iastant  beside  tbt 
couch  of  Albert,  whose  hand  he  seized,  ak 
though  nnable,  from  exceHs  of  joy,  to  speakr 
■'  Dear  Leopold!"  at  length  cried  Waldstein/' 
"  Did  you,  then,  imagine  I  was  dead  I' 

"  You  cannot  possibly  form  an  idea,"  re* 
plied  Wulden,  "  of  my  consternation,  when 
vas  told,  half  an  hour  ago,  that  you  vers  ss^j 
verely  wonnded,  and  not  expected  to  live, 
could  not  account  far  it  in  any  way,  the  enemy 
not  having  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bridge, 
— nor  did  I  hear  your  name  mentioned  when 
the  ringing  of  the  alarm-bells,  and  the  oaii* 
nonading,  roused  u&  first  from  our  sleep." 
Thauk  Heaven,  you  are  spared  to  us !" 

Father  Plachy  now  interposed,  enjoininf 
Leopold  to  maintain  quiet  and  silence, 
mnch  as  possible,  while  be  remained,  sine^ 
excitement  was  greatly  to  be  dreaded  on  tb*, 
part  of  the  invalid ;  and  having  received  the 
young  men's  promises  to  this  effect,  availed 
himself  of  Leopold's  visit  to  go  and  perform 
bis  customary  duty  of  reading  the  earliett 
mass  at  his  church. 
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No  sooner,  however,  had  the  worthy  eccle- 
kiaatic  quitted  the  sick  chamber,  than  both 
yoDtfas  forgot  their  promise,  and  after  some 
explanation  of  the  way  in  which  he  got  his 
wound  had  been  given  by  our  hero,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  urge  on  his  warm-hearted  friend 
the  fulfilment  of  two  requests. — The  first  was, 
to  procure  some  information  about  Helen  and 
the  castle  of  Troy. 

"  There  will  be  no  great  difficulty  in  that," 
said  Leopold.  "The  communication  is  free 
at  present,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Swedes  are 
yet  on  that  side  the  water.  Troy  and  its  in- 
babitants  must  certainly  be  quite  safe  up  to 
this  time." 

"  Do  yon  think  so  T  exclaimed  Albert, 
inth  sparkling  eyes ;  "  promise  me,  however, 
to  ascertain  not  only  what  is,  but  what  is 
likely  to  come.  Were  I  not  wounded,  I 
would  fly  there  myself." 

"  Depend  on  it,"  answered  Wulden,  "  I 
will  bring  you  a  true  and  faithful  account. — 
But  you  had  something  else  upon  yonr 
nind  V 
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Albert  paused  a  few  seconds,  and  then  said, 
"  Leopold,  you  are  my  friend ;  you  koow  me, 
and  therefore  will  not  misuDderstand  me." 
What  ia  coming  now? — thought  the  gay 
visitor,  as  his  friend  delivered  this  strange 
exordium.  Walstein resumed:  "Thedaogbteii 
of  my  house-steward  on  the  Kleinsette — " 

"  Oh!"  interrupted  Wulden,  "the  prettj 
girl  we  yesterday  met  on  the  circus  V 

"  The  same.  She  spent  the  whole  of  yes- 
terday with  a  sick  auut  in  the  Convent  of  St. 
Alargaret,  and  was  tu  return  to  Prague  in  the 
evening." 

"  Yesterday  ia  the  evening  I"    exolaimi 
Leopold,  starting :   "  yesterday ! — whilst 
Swedes  were  marching  on  iLat  road  1" 

"  You  now  see  the  reasonableneEs  of 
anxiety.  She  bad  not  returned  at  a  I 
hour." 

"  How  know  you.  Ibatf" 
"  Because,"  replied Waldstein,  whiUta  faint 
blush  passed   across  his   cheek,  "  because  1 
happened  to  be  wilb  her  father  in  the  park 
when  the  Swedes  broke  in." 
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"  Ho!  ho!"  cried  Wulden:  bnt  &  glance 
at  that  pale  and  anxious  counteDance  sufficed 
to  repress  his  iDtended  raillery,  and  he  ob- 
served, as  if  to  himself,  "  It  may  have  tared 
ill  with  the  poor  girt,  should  she  have  fallen 
in  with  the  enemy." 

"  Exactly :  and  you  will  perceive  that  I 
estimate  your  wish  <o  oblige  me  highly,  when 
I  ask  you  to  endeavoor  to  find  out  what  has 
become  of  her." 

"  Hem  \"  muttered  Wulden,  "  This  is  no 
easy  task,  either  in  the  supposition  that  she 
remains  at  Margarethen,  or  has  returned  to 
Prague;  for  the  Swedes  closely  occupy  all 
that  neighbourhood. — Yet,  Albert,  the  effort 
shall  be  made.  You  shall  have" — and  bis  dis- 
position to  the  jocular,  spite  of  himself,  burst 
ibrth — "  as  much  information  of  both  the  rival 
beauties — of  Helen  of  Troy,  and  the  gar- 
dener's daughter,  as  can,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, be  obtained.'' 

The  young  men  went  on  conversing  upon 
passing  efenis,  until  Placby  returned,  bis 
b3 
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iparkliog  eyes  and  animated  features  i 
noanciog  some  important  oewa. — He 
been  to  see  the  Primate  Tnrck,  who  wa 
the  greatest  activity,  prcpariog  for  the  defenoa 
and  provisioning  oT  the  towD.  The  names  of 
all  persons  ubie  to  bear  arms  were  entered, 
and  were  to  be  mustered.  The  students  of 
the  Carolinum  and  Ferdinand  Colleges  wero 
animated  by  one  and  the  same  feeling,  aod 
anxious  lo  be  supplied  with  muskets.  Hat 
to  procure  these  was  no  easy  matter  at  the 
present  crisis.  The  arsenal  on  the  Hrad- 
schin  had  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  Swedes. 
"  Still,"  exclaimed  Placby,  "  brave  bands, 
even  without  muskets,  are  better  than  a  well- 
•applied  arsenal  wlthoat  hands  to  wield  them  1 
We  shall  soon  procure  arms !" 

"Yest"  cried  Wulden:  "  nor  shall  willing 
hearts  and  lusty  sinews  be  wanting." 

"  And  I  must  lie  crippled  here!"  exclaimed 
Waldstein, 

"  Patience,  my  son !"  said  Plachy ;  "  yon 
will  be  well  before  the  struggle  is  ended.  We 
■hall  have  very  bard  work  yet;  and  will  cer- 
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tainly  ^ve  the  Swedes  a  reception  which  iLe; 
have  not  bargained  for." 

During;  this  conversation,  the  surgeoD  ar- 
liYed.  WuldeD  and  Plachy  0sed  their  looks 
on  him,  aa  be  examined  the  woniid  ;  but  the 
plaoid  cheerfulness  of  his  aspect  imparted 
confidence  to  theirs,  and  at  length  the  sod  of 
.dlscalapius  said,  oracularly :  "  There  ii 
Boarceiy  any  need  of  dressing  this  wound 
afresh;  youth  has  done  more  than  art,  and  it 
is  fast  closing.  I  wish  you  joy.  Count  Wald- 
ctein  I  you  may  leave  your  bed." 

'*  And  the  house  also  V  hastily  ioterrogated 
our  hero. 

"  Not  just  yet;"  answered  the  other.  "  lo 
a  few  days." 

"  In  a  few  days !"  echoed  Albert :  "  1  shall 
at  least  be  well  enough  to-morrow." 

"  You  must  allow  me  to  be  the  best  judge 
of  that,"  answered  the  surgeon,  as  he  took 
his  hat :  "  To-morrow  I  will  see  you  again." 
—He  departed,  and  was  soon  followed  by 
Leopold,  after  that  ardent  youth  had  inter- 
changed GongratulatioDB,  and  felicitated  his 
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friend  on  the  prospect  of  their  tDarchio; 
agaiast  the  eoeiny  together. 

Waldstein  spent  the  remaioder  of  the  day 
ID  his  room,  impatient  on  accuuat  of  the  con- 
finement,  and  with  a  beating  heart;  whilst 
Plachy  occasionally  went  out  to  gather  intelli- 
gence,  and  returned  with  it  to  the  invalid. 

An  undaunted  spirit  animated  all  the  inbaf 
bitants  of  Prague.  The  remembrance  of  tlieir 
former  fame  in  arms,  the  memory  of  so  many 
heroes  of  their  nation,  together  with  hatred 
against  the  Swedes,  combined  in  persuading; 
them  to  consolidate  every  eSort  toward  a  bold 
resistance.  Muskets  and  other  fire-arms  i^ 
the  possession  of  merchants  or  private  indi- 
viduals were  put  in  requisition.  This  enabled 
them  to  accommodate  several  hundred  per- 
sons, but  still  left  a  huge  crowd  of  candi- 
dates unprovided,  so  that  every  ofTensivo 
weapon  was  collected,  —  such  as  halbertif, 
battle-ax.es,  clubs,  &lc.  Plachy,  in  whom  a 
military  spirit  was  now  awakened,  assembled 
the  students  of  the  theological  and  philo8<K< 
phical  olasaes,  and,  going  to  the  Provost, 
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uSered  to  take  the  commaod  of  this  corps. 
The  Provost  joyfully  accepted  his  proposal, 
thinking  it  Justified  by  the  occasion ; — and 
vhen  the  students  in  civil  law  and  medicine, 
in  the  Carolinum,  heard  of  the  circumstance, 
all  jealousy  betwixt  the  two  colleges  was 
quickly  at  an  end.  Every  youth  felt  only  that 
he  was  a  Bohemian,  and  that  his  country  was 
in  danger. 

^  Early  the  next  morning,  they  were  all  to 
meet  in  the  Carolinum,  and  Plachy  prepared 
to  address  them.  Wald&teiu  was  highly  de- 
lighted on  hearing  Ibis.  He,  as  weltasWulden. 
eagerly  wished  to  attack  the  halefal  invaders. 
— "  We  are  no  longer  students,"  said  Al- 
bert; "  yet  I  trust  you  will  receive  us  into 
your  ranks.  Reverend  Father !  Let  us  make  a 
first  trial  of  our  arms  under  your  auspices  !" 
Plachy  cheerfully  consented  to  this  arrange- 
ment, and  rejoiced  in  anticipation  of  the  com- 
plete success  of  which  so  good  a  beginning, 
and  such  brave  recruits,  seemed  to  warraot 
the  expectatiou. 

It  was  in  vain,  od  the  following  morning. 


for  tbe  surg;eoD  to  remoDstrete  against  Al- 
bert's going  forth.  In  fact,  tlie  patient  tu 
nigh  coDvaleEcent,  and  would  scarcely  }'ield 
to  a  few  measures  of  precaution.  Hu 
woQDded  arm  was  fortauately  tbe  left  ouc. 
Id  other  respects,  be  (as  well  as  his  toa. 
friends)  made  a  soldierlike  appearance,  aod 
wore  a  sword  which  bis  uncle  had  often  used- 
in  battle,  and  had  made  bim  a  present  of,  not 
without  a  feeling  of  mingled  exaltation  and 
meJaachuly.  Ptachy  had  still  several  arrange- 
ments  to  make,  which  Leopold  beheld  wilb 
considerable  impatience,  for  be  would  hava 
given  the  world  to  have  a  moment's  pri- 
vate conversation  with  Waldslein,  to  whom 
he  had  some  very  important  communiea- 
tjons  to  make.  At  lust  Plachy  went  away, 
and,  in  a  moment,  Wulden  was  at  the  aide  of 
his  friend,  and  whispered  to  bim,  "  1  have 
an  answer  to  both  your  questions  of  yester- 
day." 

"I   guessed   as   much,"   replied  Albert; 
"pray  commnnicate  them!" 

"  Know  tfaeUi  in  tUe  first  place,  that  Joanna 
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returned  yesterday  mornisg  io  safety  to  ber 
father." 

"  God  be  praised !  Bat  who  coodacted  her 
back  V 

"  That's  more  than  I  can  tell  yon-  saflice 
it,  that  she  is  at  home  and  quite  well.  My 
aecood  account  is  of  more  moment. — Do  yon 
know  that  the  town  Las  been  betrayed  to  the 
Swedes  ?" 

"  I  suspected  it,"  replied  Albert ;  "  for  how 
could  the  sudden  attack  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  total  ignorance  on  the  other,  he  else  ac- 
counted fori" 

"  And  do  yon  know  who  the  villain  is,  that 
bas  thus  basely  stabbed  bis  country? — That 
Tery  Odowalsky,  whom  you  saved  from  the 
bands  of  the  soldiery  the  day  before  yesterday!" 

"  Odowalsky!"  reiteraled  Waldstein, —  a 
liaat  of  dark  and  painful  thoughts  rushing  on 
bis  mind:  "Hel—was  it?  Then  it  Kiai  his 
voice  tliat  gave  the  word  of  command  to  fire, 
as  I  was  harrying  over  the  bridge.  1  tbou^t 
I  recognised  the  sound." 

"  He  has  handsomely  requited  you-" 
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"  He  did  not  know  me.  I  shoald  not  irish 
to  think  30  badly  of  liim  as  tbat." 

"  And  why  not?  What  can  be  esteemed 
too  villaioous  for  the  apostate  to  his  couatry. 
and  his  Sovereign?" 

"YoQ  are  right;  and  jet  there  is  some- 
thing witiiin  me  that  resists  the  belief  of  his 
beiog  utterly  despicable." 

"Indeed!"  said  Leopold,  significantly; 
and  fixing  an  enqoiring  look  on  Waldstein, 
he  continued,  "  And  what  will  you  say,  when 
I  tell  yon  still  more  ' — ^This  fellow,  whom  lh« 
Swedes  instantaneously  rewarded  for  his  trea- 
chery, by  appointing;  him  to  tbe  rank  of  Co- 
lonel and  giving  liitn  a  patent  of  nobility — , 
this  fellow,  I  say,  bas  contrived  to  indoce , 
Kbntgsmark  to  grant  him  tbe  favour  of  being 
sent  to  Troy  with  his  sqnadron,  for  the  pur- , 
pose,  as  he  pretends,  of  occupying  thesar*,| 
ronadiag  country."  ' 

At  these   words    Albert  conld  do  longer, 
contain  his  rage.     He  sprang  from  his  seat, 
and  endeavoured  to  grasp  his  sword,  wheft  , 
the  paleness  of  death  succeeded  the  suddeo 
flash  on  his  cheek,  and  gnashing  his  teeth  in 
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bitterness,  he  threw  himselT  down  again, 
exhausted,  and  without  uttering  a  syllable. 

Afler  awhile,  his  feelings  found  vent  in 
words ;  and  be  exclaimed,  in  a  mournful  tone, 
"  Odowalsky  in  Troy,  and  Helen  with  him ! 
Now  all  is  indeed  accomplished," 

"  I  shall  feel  happy,"  said  his  friend,  "  if 
this  change  of  things  will  restore  peace  to 
you,  Albert !  Depend  on  it,  this  Helen  is  a 
heartless  girl,  and  Odowalsky  Just  the  man  to 
treat  her  as  she  deserves." 

"Ton  are  possibly  right;  still,  an  at-i 
tachment  rooted  so  deeply  cannot  be  quickly 
anbdued — at  least,  not  in  my  bosom.  I  feel 
that  it  will  be  some  time  before  I  recover  from 
this  shock.  But  I  shali  recover  from  it, — 
and,  meanwhile,"  added  he,  rising  with  a  re- 
solved air,  "  my  heart  and  band  are  devoted 
to  the  service  of  my  country  !' 

As  he  spoke,  Father  Plachy  re-entered  the 
loom,  and  desired  both  youths  to  follow  him 
to  the  Carolinum.  In  the  Jesnit-street,  they 
loand  every  body  in  motion,  and  occupied 
with  the  preparations  suggested  by  the  prei- 
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■areortfaemomeot.   There  was  a  great  crowd 
about  the  town-hall,  so  that  the  three  friendt 
coald  only   move   od  very  slowly,   Leopt^ 
giving  his  arm  to  Wsldstein,  who  v 
prised  to  observe,  that  many  a  person  i 
known  to  him  greeted  him  in  friendly  gui 
He  soon,  however,  found  the  meaning  of  tli 
on  arriving  in  the  quadrangle  of  the  Car6^ 
linum,  where  several  hundred  stodettUinaH 
Ibe  different  branches  of  science,  with  theJI 
professors,  hotb  lay  and  ecclesiastic,  wei 
assembled.     As  soon  as  those  next  the  c 
trance  saw  Plachy's  tall  figure,  and  recogniMd 
Waldstein,  who,  still  looking  pale,  with  hit 
arm  in  a  sling,  folto-wed  together  with  Wnldet 
they  welcomed  the  saviour  of  fbe  cityn 
load   cheers,    which   ran  like   electric   fld 
through  the  crowd.     Waldstein,  overcome  by 
his  feelings,  was  at  once  rejoiced  and  abashed. 
He  hastily  nncovered,  and  bowed  id  retan 
for  their  kindness.     A  second  cheer  was  n 
•eat  up  by  the  students,  for  their  gallant, 
though  reverend  commander,  v 
an  elevated  ground  in  the  so 
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sign  that  he  was  desirous  of  addressiog  them. 
Order  was  accordingly  restored,  and  Placby 
began  his  speech,  ia  which  he  called  on  the 
stodents  bravely  to  hasten  to  the  assistance  of 
their  distressed  native  town,  to  repel  the  in- 
solent enemy  (who  had  to  thank  an  anworthy 
•on  of  Bohemia  for  his  adrantages)  from  the 
walla  of  those  districts  not  yet  subdued, — to 
be  miDdful  of  the  former  national  glory  of  the 
land;  and  to  show  themselves,  in  early  youth, 
the  wortby  descendants  of  their  illuatrioas  aa- 
cestors ! 

The  Father's  barangae  was  received  with 
taUultuous  acclamations  ;  and  the  business 
of  the  day  continaed,  by  the  choice  of  sabor- 
dinate  ofiUcers,  in  which  choice  both  Wold* 
•lein  and  Wutden  were  unanimously  includedi 
each  being  appointed  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
They  were,  with  Plachy  and  others,  to  meet 
the  ofBcers  of  the  regular  troops  in  the  after- 
DooD  in  the  town-hall,  where  General  Count 
Colloredo  would  appear,  in  order  to  direct  the 
proper  distribution  of  the  soldiers,  and  inspect 
the  preparations  for  defence. 
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The  commotion  visible  in  everv  part  of  i 
Iowa  circumstaticed  as  Prague  now  was,  had 
occanioned  a  great  crowd  to  collect 
that  fine  old  building,  whose  ancieat  spi 
elaborately   carved   windows,   and    immenA' 
clock,  combined  to  render  it  so  conspicuooi. 
Whilst  they  were  waiting  to  get  in,    Plachj 
drew  the  attention  of  his  young  Triends  to  the 
various  works  of  art  on  all  sides,  incloding 
both  painting  and  eculptore, — particularly  to 
the  celebrated  clock  already  mentioned,  coD- 
Rtructed  by  the  iagenious  master  Haonsch, 
at  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  repi 
tenting  the  course  of  the  sun,  the  stars, 
seasons,  and  the  moveable  festivals,  and  ini 
eating  the  hours  in  the  German  and  Itali 
manner,  while  a  figure    of  death,  moving 
with  solemn  gesture,  pointed  to  that  one 
mediately  and  irretrievably  past. 

At  length,  the  entrance  being  once  e 
I  free,  Plachy  led  the  young  men  into  the  ha| 
'  and  up  the  small  stEur-case,  into  theanti-c 
ber,  which  receives  its  light  by  a  tastefully  ei 
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window  with  this  inscription  ;  Praga  caput 
*Tegni.  Here  they  fonnd  several  of  the  Profes- 
sors and  other  respectable  citizens,  who  were 
likewise  eager  to  ofler  their  services,  as  well 
M  the  officers  of  the  lioc.  This  anti- chamber, 
too.  led  by  a  few  steps  to  the  great  assembly- 
rooai,  whose  doors  soon  opened,  and  a  mes- 
•enger  respectfully  desired  the  gentlemen  to 
Kdvaace.  This  room  of  state  was  spacious 
and  splendidly  ornamented;  and  its  imposing 
appearance,  aided  by  the  numerous  and 
respectable  company,  struck  both  our  yonths 
with  surprise.  Behind  the  long  table,  at 
which  Wulden  recognised  his  father  and  se- 
veral of  the  most  distinguished  inhabitants  of 
Fragtte,  sat  in  a  velvet  arm-chair,  the  Grand 
Prior  of  the  Malthese  order,  Field-Marshal 
Cuunl  Colloredo,  a  venerable  old  mau,  in  a 
full  general's  uniform,  with  the  Maltheso 
cross  oD  his  breast-place. 

When  all  were  assembled,  the  Marshal  rose 
from  his  seat,  and  addressing  the  aodience, en- 
deavoured to  explain  the  real  state  of  things, 
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and  to  impreEs  on  the  minds  of  all  tbe  oece** 
sity  of  the  most  vigoroas  mode  of  acting, 
then  proceeded  in  detail  to  the  measures  of 
defeoce;  and,  lastly,  appointed  commandeM 
to  the  respective  corps,  assigning  to  each  itt' 
position,  Placbf,  in  conformity  with  Iha 
wishes  of  the  Carolinum,  was  of  coarse  dnlj 
invested  with  the  command  of  tbe  body 
students;  the  nominations  of  Waldstcia 
and  Wuldeo  were  confirmed ;  and  ofEcen 
of  the  line  appointed  to  their  corps,  and  to  all 
the  rest,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  them< 
They  then  received  their  colours,  and  ac- 
companied the  Fie  Id -Marshal  with  loud  ac' 
clamatioDs,  as  he  left  the  town-hall,  wbes 
be  mounted  his  horse,  in  order  to  ride  witb 
his  aide-de-camp  through  the  other  parts  of 
Prague,  and  personally  to  inspect  the  varioui 
preparatioQS. 

Tbe  island  in  the  Moldavia, 
called  Little  Venice,  was  garrisoned  with  the 
few  pieces  of  artillery  they  possessed ;  and  tbv 
studeotswere  entrusted  with  the  defence  ofa 
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place  called  the  Tummelplatz,  extending  irmn 
the  bridge  downward  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Moldavia,  as  likewise  with  that  of  the  watch- 
tower  on  the  bridge,  of  which  Waldstein 
(who,  by  his  gallant  conduct,  had  saved  it,) 
was  appointed  commander,  whilst  Wulden 
was  to  have  the  command  of  the  Tammel- 
plats, — both,  of  course,  under  Plachj. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


THBSwedessooDfelt  the  effects  of  ihisln 
spirit,  and  of  the  judicious  mode  of  defeix 
adopted  by  the  besieged.     In  vain   did  1 
direct  the  stolen  artillery  from  the  Hradsohi 
■gainst  tbe  two  other  parts  of  Prague. 
Tain  did  they  bombard  the  city  with  red-bi 
balls;  the   inhabitants   seemed  to  disregU 
these   attacks.     The  first  shell   that  fell  i 
Plattner-street  was  e^ttinguished,  and  broagi 
to  the  town-house,  where  it  was  consecrate 
by  the   priests  with  great  solemnity,   and  i 
terward  buried  in  the  churcU-yard  of  St.  S 
I  chael.    Whether  it  was  (his  religions  rite  tl 
[  drew  down  the  proteclion  of  beaveD,  or  t 
vigilance,  prudence  and  activity  of  the  ii 
bitants,  (especially  those  of  tbe  Jewish  natioi 
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to  whose  care  was  confided  the  apparatus  for 
exlinguisbing^  the  fires,)  or  whether  it  was 
both  canses  combined — certain  is  i(,  tliat 
Done  of  the  bombs  did  material  damage,  and 
thos  every  fruslrated  attempt  to  destroy  Prague 
by  fire  only  served  to  heighten  the  cunfideuce 
of  its  brave  population. 

Kbnigsmark  was  greatly  astonished  at  the 
obstinate  resistauce  of  a  place  which,  accord- 
iDg  to  the  report  of  Odowalsky  and  others, 
was  totally  without  moans  of  defence,  and 
«ven  inclined  to  favor  a  chauge  io  its  civil  and 
religious  governmtnt.  Hia  irritable  temper 
was  therefore  esciled  with  increased  bitler- 
Dess  against  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of  that 
port  of  I'rague  which  was  in  hia  power,  and 
the  extortions  and  cruelties  exercised  both 
by  officers  and  privates  in  ibe  Kleinseite 
were  connived  at,  because  Kiinigsmark  was 
incensed  iigainst  the  other  districts.  Ho 
would  have  preferred  besieging  them  in  form, 
hftd  he  thoDght  his  forces  sufficient  for  that 
porpose ;  as  it  was,  he  felt  compelled  to  con- 
fine himself  to  bomhardiog,  from  the  height 
VOL,  II.  c: 
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of  the  Hradscbin,  the  Bruoken  and  WasBer* 
thorm.  as  well  as  the  Tummelplatz,  (wbere 
Wuldeo  and  his  students  had  secnrel;  in- 
trenched themselves,)  impatiently  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  General  Wiirtemberg,  who  wai 
to  join  him  with  a  considerable  reinforcement 

The  impatience  with  which  KiJDigsmark 
bore,  not  oaiy  this  delay,  but  also  the  evident 
arrival  of  fresh  succour  to  the  garrison  of 
Prague,  naturally  operated  on  those  about 
him,  particularly  on  Odowaisky.  to  whom  be 
never  was  favorably  inclined.  Indeed,  then 
were  momenta  when  his  gloomy  mind  sliU 
misgave  him  that  Ibis  unexpected  resistaooe 
was  u  second  treacbery.ajraiWt  theSwedes;— 
and  the  consequence  of  this  feeling  was,  the 
closestscraliny  of  all  Odowalsky's  movemeati. 

That  officer  himself  was  by  no  means  stow 
in  penetrating  these  seutimeols;  and  thus  he 
and  bis  new  commander  were  mutaally  jea- 
lous of  each  other. — When,  after  a  day  of 
fatigue  or  danger,  which  be  bad  perbopt 
spent  either  on  the  intrenchments,  or  io  sons 
affair  with  the  enemy,  (without  the  grati&Ctt* 
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Uon  of  seeing  bis  services  acknowledged,)  be 
returned  in  the  evening  to  Troy,  be  gene- 
rally made  all  abontbim,  even  including  He- 
leo,  saffer  for  tbe  depression  of  spirits  occa- 
sioned by  Kijnigsmark.  He  loved  Helen 
with  that  ardour  natural  to  bis  temperament ; 
aod  tbe  very  idea  of  losing  her,  or  her  love, 
iraa  almost  sufficient  to  drive  bim  mad.  He, 
theretbre,  watched  her  conduct  vitb  great 
Biinuteness,  and  nothing  but  tbe  paramount 
wish  (suggested  to  )iim  by  bis  vanity)  of  sur- 
rounding  the  object  of  bis  attachment  with  a 
^lendour  becoming  her  who  called  herself 
bis  wife,  induced  bim  to  jiostpone  tbe  formal 
offer  of  his  band  to  the  period  when  the  con- 
quest of  all  Prague  should  establish  his  wealth 
and  glory  upuu  a  solid  Ibuudation,  and  (he 
rank  of  General  should  place  him  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all 
this  love,  and  pride  in  its  object,  his  rough 
manners  and  habitual  reserve  were  not 
reatraiued  in  the  presence  of  bis  mistress, 
whom  be  treated  harshly  -whenever  under  the 
inBueoce  of  ill  humour.  He  bad  intercourse 
c2 
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with  people  of  the  most  opposite  cbaraclierf  1 
he  received  and  dispatched  letters;  he  hatfl 
secret  connectioDs,  and,  no  doubt,  some  secret 
atmalso.    Helen,  meanwhile,  remained  igno- 
rant of  the  meaning  of  all  this.     Her  ques<^ 
tions  and  ingenious  allusions  were  unable  U 
elicit  I'rom  Ibis  determined  spirit  more  tbi 
an  ironical  smile,   or  a  coarse  joke, 
clearly   convinced    her,   thai,    although   i 
object  of  bis  ardeut  passion,  she  poasessejj 
neither  his  confidence  nor  loftier  esteem. 

The  consciousness  of  this  hart  her  vcr 
much,  and  affected  her,  where  she  was  most 
vulnerable,   on  tlie  side  of  her  vanitj.     She 
had  flattered  herself  that  she  should  stand  in  « 
very  different  relation   with  ber  friend  s 
hero  !     She  bad  fancied  that  he  would  nef 
undertake  any  thing  withuut  her  privity,  bn 
make  her  the  conSdant  of  all   his  tbongbtif 
and  the  active  sharer  in  their  execution.  Sbil 
liad  hoped,  with  him  and  through  him,  to  I 
ii>nie  one  day,  to  Prague  and  to  Bohemia,  ; 
kind  of  second  Libnssa ; — and  now  she  founl 
heraeir  regarded  io  no  other  light  than  asll 
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prelly  lascinaliog  girl,  ld  whose  arms  be 
rested  from  ihe  fatigues  of  Ihe  day,  who  was 
to  amuse  and  divert  Mm,  and  wbom,  at  the 
ntmost,  he  would  make  the  confidaDt  of  Lis 
camplaiab)  and  of  the  vexatioDs  caused  him 
by  others. 

Thns,  the  worm  was  in  the  gourd — the 
gnawiDg  worm  of  disconteot  and  disappoint- 
pient  Slie  bt^gan  likewise  to  perceive,  in 
h«r  lover,  qd  essential  difference  as  to  their 
relative  manner  of  feeling  and  acling.  Daily 
iotercourse  brought  out  the  sense  of  this  (lit- 
ferencc,  which  had  been  unobserved  dnrin^; 
those  interviews  they  held  when  surrounded 
Jiy  danger  and  veiled  in  secrecy,  Helen 
grew  consequently  out  of  humour,  reserved 
and  ihoughlfui;  and  in  these  moods,  the 
imago  of  Waldstein,  whom  she  believed  lost, 
arose  upon  her  mind  invested  with  every 
amiable  and  graceful  attribute. 

It  was  a  fine  evening  in  the  beginning  uf 
autumn.  A  storm  was  jusl  over,  and  ibe 
sultry  heat  of  day  had  subsided  into  arefresli- 
ing  coolness.  The  elder  ladies  were  seated  at 
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their  embroiderij'  in  tbe  great  hall,  but  HeleA  J 
bad  stolen  away  to  her  owo  room,  where  ^  I 
aat  on  a  window  commauding  a  view  of  tn  1 
Hradachin.     She  looked  upoo  tbe  landscs^l 
below.     Tbe  sdd  was  sinking  behind  fhedlVLl 
tant  hills,  his  beams  still  radiant  in  inaJeBtlia 
splendour.     Tbe  Moldavia  rolled  peacefnltfl 
its  limpid  stream  throngh  the  plain,  and  dll 
nature  seemed  to  repose.    It  happened  tbAl 
on  this  aPternoon  the  sound  of  the  £ 
artillery  was  nowhere  heard,  Tbe  Hradscfai 
with  its  gorgeous  edifices,  stood,  apparent^ 
undamaged,    in   towering   pride — and    yd 
war  raged  within  its  walls,  and  perhaps 
body  of  many  a  brav«  man  was  now  bun 
down  by  the  tide  of  the  Moldavia ! 

Helen  was  immersed  in  deep  meditatiMi 
respecting  the  probable  changes  and  c 
of  her  wayward  destiny,  when  her  uncle  enterc 
the  room.    A  cloud  was  on  his  brow ;  and  ts  ' 
Helen's  remark  on  tbe  beauty  of  the  evening, 
he  replied,  "  Yes,  all  inanimate  nature  seemi 
to  revive.     Bat  when  shall  wc  poor  op  pressed  J 
beings  feel  as  happy  as  the  trees  an< 
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do  after  the  storm  is  goae  by  ?  We  should 
ewib  ooe  join  in  praying  for  the  expulsion  of 
these  accnrsed  Swedes." 

Helen  cast  her  eyes  in  silence  tm  the 
groDod;  and  the  old  Baron,  stedfaetly  re- 
garding her,  continued — "  But  to  ywt,  per- 
haps, their  departure  would  be  less  welcome 
than  their  stay." 

He  paused  again ;  end  Helen,  as  if  leeliog; 
it  necessary  to  »peak,  said,  "  What  mean 
jron,  Sir  I" 

"  Streitberg, — or  Odowalsky— or  whatever 
his  hateliil  name,  pays  you  not  unacceptable 
atteotiDas," 

"  The  mere,  thoughtless  gallantry  of  a 
soldier-" 

.  <  <*  I  fear  it  is  mach  more.  Thftt  my  niece, 
the  daoghler  of  my  companion  in  arita, 
should  bestow  her  regards  upon  a  Swede — 
the  enemy  of  her  father's  nation  and  religion 
— were  grievous :  but  that  her  aHectioni 
should  decline  upon  an  apostate— a  traitor 
— neither  Swede  nor  any  longer  £ohe- 
miao— is     indeed     sufficient    to     wrap    my 
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heart  in  tenfold  gloom^-a  gloom  brightened 
only  hy  my  conviction  that  the  invader^ 
trioiDph  will  be  as  traasient  as  it  is  partial.' 

"  Do  you  indeed  feel  such  coDviction 
asked  Helen,  both  interested  ia  the  question 
and  anxious  to  change  in  any  way  the  pn^t 
vious  course  ol'coBversation. 

"  Do  I  not  knon'  what  my  countrymea 
able  to  perform?  Have  I  Dot  seen  the  staUt 
of  forwardness  in  whir.h  the  fortJiicatioDs  arel 
All  the  students  have  taken  up  arins 
citizens  emulate  each  other  in  the  defence  of' 
the  ramparts;  and  even  the  clergy  grasp  th^ 
sword  to  expel  the  common  enemy,  the  da^ 
tested  heretics." 

Helen  was  again  silent. 

"  And  wbo,  think  you,"  resumed  the  Baron^ 
"  has,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  life,  save^t 
the  Old-Town  of  Pragne  V 

"  1  heard  that  a  man  succeeded  in  efl'et 
ing  bis  escape  over  the  bridge  in  spite  of  li 
enemy's  bullets;  but  I  know  not— " 

"  That  man  was — Waldstein  !  my  cousin, 
the  gallant  Albert  I" 
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"Albert!"  repeated  Helen,  her  whole 
frame  in  agitation — "  I  thought  he  was 
dead  I" 

"God  be  praised,  he  ia  alive!  He  was 
wounded  indeed,  bnt  very  slightly.  He  is 
now  captain  of  a  company  of  students,  and, 
displaying  the  utmost  gallantry  and  decision 
of  character,  commands  the  same  hridge- 
tower  which  his  resolution  saved." 

At  this  momeot,  the  voice  of  Odowalsky 
was  heard  in  the  corridor,  chiding  his  servants; 
and  at  the  suaodoftheungratefal accents,  the 
Baroft  liastily  rose  and  departed  by  another 
dflor. 

Helen  had  scarce  any  time  for  reflection 
upon  tlie  strange  and  unexpected  news  her 
uncle  had  communicated.  It  had  occasioned 
a  revulstOD  in  her  whole  frame,  and  the  visit 
of  Odowalsky  was  particularly  ill-timed.  In- 
deed, she  decided  on  avoiding  him  by  fol- 
luwing  the  Baron,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
shutting  the  door  behind  her,  when  Odowalsky 
came  in  from  the  opposite  one. 

c3 
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He  entered  io  a  great  pasaioD,  aod  per- 
ceiving the  last  Told  of  her  gown  withiB  the 
vIosiDg  door,  muttered  to  himself,  "How! 
Harry  away,  when  she  hears  me  coming! 
This  is  strange!"  As  he  spoke,  he  strode 
across  the  apartmeat,  threw  open  the  door  by 
which  the  youog  lady  was  making  her  egress, 
and  found  her  standing  undecided  wbetbv 
to  go  on  or  return. 

"  What  means  lliis?"  said  he. 

"  I  am  unwell,"  replied  she,  in  a  low  tooth, 
"I  beseech  you,  spare  me." 

"  That  is  a  curious  reason  for  quitting 
your  own  apartments,"  observed  Odowalsky, 
with  an  ironical  smile;  and  the  expressiuti  of 
his  countenance  immediately  changing,  he 
pursued: — "  Helen!  Helen!  Are  my  fondest 
hopes  disappointed  here  too  ?  Will  the  r«- 
lenlless  hand  of  destiny  never  ceMs  tu 
persecute  me?" 

She  raised  her  eyes,  and  beheld  in  bit  fM- 
tures  a  shade  of  the  deepest  sorrow. 

"  I  understand  you  not,"  faltered  >h«. 
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"Tell  me!  Whose  is  that  green  velvet 
m&Dtle,  and  that  batton  aiid  loop,  which  you 
bonght  of  the  soldiers  V 

"  Odowaisky,"  cried  she,  "  yoo  are  my 
friend,  and  betrothed  to  me ; — but  I  recognise 
not  your  claim  to  put  such  questivos  as 
these," 

"  What!"  exclaimed  he:  "  HasUie  future 
fausbaDd  no  right  to  enquire  into  the  cause 
which  induces  his  bride  to  purchase  s  splen- 
did plunder — the  looking  at  which  makes  her 
alternately  blush  and  torn  pale,  and  fills  her 
eyes  with  tears ! — I  insist,"  continued  be 
vehemently,  "  on  knowing  the  name  ol'  the 
individual  to  whom  these  relics  belwig — or 
rather  belonged — for  they  are  become  yours, 
•od  I  fear  their  former  owner  hafi  eluded  me, 
and  is  already  beyond  the  touch  of  mortal 
relribotion." 

He  bad  led  her  back  into  the  apartment, 
where  she  sank  into  a  chair,  and  her  boister- 
ous lover  now  stood  awhile  silent  before  her. 
~-At  length  his  mood  changed,  again  and  h« 


esclaimed  ia  a  moiirDfnl  tone  : — "  Have  joa 
Ihen,  Helen,  loved  aaotber  besides  your 
Ernest  I" 

This  appeal  Helea  was  unable  to  withstand. 
She  started  ap,  threw  herself  on  his  bosom, 
and  her  agitated  feelings  found  vent  in  silent 
sobs, 

Odowalsky  pressed  her  to  bis  heart.  "  0 
Helen!  Helenl"  cried  he,  "Yon  know  not 
that  yon  are  my  all;  that  I  have  only  faith  in 
yuu;  and  that  1  coald  not  sarvive  even  llit 
idea  of  yonr  being  false  !" 

"  I  have  no  wiah  to  conceal  any  tbing  troin 
you,"  said  &he,  in  reply: — "it  was  out  the 
question  so  much  as  the  tone  that  wounded 
me.  It  is  true,  1  did  recognise  the  cloak  autf 
aigrette,  and  therefore  chose  not  to  leavft' 
them  in  the  bands  of  the  dragoons." 

"  And  whose  were  ibey !"  demanded  ha, 
hastily,  as  ifstriviog  to  keep  under  his  per- 
turbation. 

"  They  belong  to  a  relation  and  old  ai> 
(]uain1anoe, — to  a  man  whom  1   iiiifficiently 
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esteem,  to  treat  with  respeot  every  thing  that 
once  was  bis.  They  are  the  mantle  aiid  aigrette 
ofWaldstein." 

'■  Of  Waldstein  !"  reiterated  Odowklsky, 
with  a  tone  of  returning  liittemeas. 

"  I  knew  them  at  a  distance,  when  your 
dragoons  exposed  them  fur  sale  in  the  garden. 
It  was  the  dress  in  whtcb  I  had  seen  him  hot 
twenty-four  hours  before,  at  the  Governor's 
banquet.  Spots  of  blood  were  visible  upon 
the  garment;  I  was  told  it  had  been  taken 
from  a  dead  body — probably  it  was  the  blood 
of  my  cousin.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  or 
am  1  to  blame,  if  such  a  si° ht  made  me  shud- 
der ( — If  the  thought,  that  be,  whom  I  yester- 
day saw  in  the  gay  enjoyment  of  lile,  was  now 
aa  more,  should  have  chilled  the  blood  in  my 
veins  V 

"  That  was  natural  enough,"  muttered 
Odowalsky. 

"  And  was  it  not  equally  eu,  that  I  sbuuld 
not  wish  to  leave  the  property  of  a  relation  iu 
the  bands  of  soldiers,  who  made  it  the  subject 
of  their  vulgar  jokes  '.   Now,"  concluded  she. 
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"  yoQ  have  tbe  wbole   slory,  a&d  see  wtut 
J oDr  suspicions  Lave  made  of  it!" 

Odowalsky  paused  a  few  momenta.  "Walt 
stein  1"  said  he,  half  inwardly, — "He  haf 
loved  you,  that  yon  have  confessed.  Helen! 
Helen !' continued  be,  with  iocreasiDgenei^, 

"  If  this  indeed   were  all,- if 

checked  himself.  Helen,  as  with  inward  tr» 
pidation  she  stood  beside  him,  feit  her  con* 
science  upbraid  her,  as  it  always  will,  whM 
any  species  of  equivocation  and  double-deal* 
ing  is  practised. — "  Give  mo  the  cloak, 
cried  he,  at  length. 

"  And  for  wliat  parpose  V 

"  Becanse  yott  taasl  not  keep  it.  I  knov 
DO  peace  while  it  is  in  your  hands." 

"  This  demand  oU'ends  me.  Sir,  aince 
proves   bow   little    confidence    yoa    repoH 
in  me." 

"  1  love  you  passionately,  exclusively! 
have  experienced  quite  enough  of  failure  ai 
disappointment  in  life.     Here  — "  and  hv 
pointed  to  her  as  he  spoke — "  I  coald  i 
endure  them,  and  live.     You  mast  be  tntir^ 
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nine ;  mine,  both  mentally  and  bodily ;  and 
no  relative,  no  living,  or  even  departed  being, 
must  bold  a  share  in  your  love.  If  yoa  arc 
■o  minded.  If  you  love  tae  exclusively,  iben 
deliver  over  to  mo  what  you  poaaessof  Wald- 
Btetn; — it  can,  or  ought  to  be  of  no  valoe  to 
joo." 

Helen  ansvrered  not:  ber  joy  at  knowing 
she  was  so  ardently  beloved  struggled  with 
her  fflortilied  vanity,  and  with  her  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Waidstcin. 

"  You  do  not  answer!"  said  he,  more  ve- 
hemently ;  "  but,  indeed,  you  have  answered. 
You  love  me  not!" 

"  OdowalBky,  haw  am  1  to  believe  that  yeu 
think  me  worthy  of  your  affection,  when  I  ex- 
perience from  you  an  alter  want  of  confi- 
dence? You  have  confederates  of  whom  I 
know  nothiog.  You  are  pursuing  measures 
equally  unknown  to  me,  and  bave  projects  1 
•am  not  allowed  to  share.  If  I  am  to  parlici- 
pate  in  your  fate, — and  joyfully  will  I  do  so, 
however  matters  turn  out, — I  must  know  you 
and  your  plans.     Put  trust  in  me,  and  every 


40 


WALDSTEIN. 


thing  I  possess  of  Waldatein  simll,  in  a  mi 
ment,  be  at  your  feet." 

"  So,  you  irant  to  make  abargala  witbm 
as  well  as  with  my  soldiers  ?  You  mean  to  « 
me  your  afTection !  Either  your  curiosity  ^ 
your  pride  is  stronger  tfaau  your  love, 
confederates  arc,  and  must  be,  men  !— 
are  separated  !" — He  went  toward  the  antiT 
chamber,  and,  on  opening  the  door,  oncf 
his  dragoons  approached.  "  My  borsei 
exclaiBied  lie :  "  Give  tlie  word  to  mount,] 
The  man  withdrew. 

' '  For  God's  sake  !"  cried,  the  terrified  gif 
"  one  moment  longer  1"    She  seized  his  b 
and  felt  it  tremble;   she  looked  into  his  lacf 
and  perceived  his  lips  quiver  with  emptiqiiii 

"  What  do  you  desire'"    asked  he: 
am  recovered  from  my  dream.     You  wish  ti 
govern  J  to  become  the  confidant,  nay, 
guider  of  my  actions  and  views ;  whilst  /  sen 
but  an  affectionate  wife." 

"  And  that  I  will  be  to  you,  Ernest !' 
ttlaimed  she,  quite  overcome ;   "  I  will  ask  ft 
nothing  but  your  love,  and  will  bring  yon  4 
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I  bttve  of  Waltl stein's."  She  embraced,  and 
held  him  fast  id  her  arms.  Without  any  reply, 
he  at  6rst  gave  himself  up  to  her  caresses; 
by  degrees  liis  anger  vanished,  and  Helen,  ia 
her  tears  and  resignation,  was  found  to  be  too 
charming  an  object.  At  length  he  raised  his 
arm,  gently  pressed  her  toward  him,  and  then 
stooping,  his  lips  touched  her  forehead.  In 
another  moment,  she  went  to  fet<A  the  mantle, 
the  bntton  and  loop ; — Waldstein  was  not 
dead,  and  the  melancholy  charm  of  this  pos- 
BCEsion  DO  longer  existed.  She  laid  '  them 
down,  on  her  return,  by  the  side  of  Oduwal- 
aky,  iritfaout  uttering  a  word ; — his  plans  and 
Jiia  connections  were  no  longer  talked  of,  and 
-liBrmony  once  more  reigned  between  Ibe 
-lovers. 
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Ml),  tlio  Hrailflctiin,  aad  the  Wiscberad  oo 

llio  i^lhnr  side  oflbe  Moldavia;  whilst  ethen 
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are  eocircfed  by  brushwood  and  vineyards, — 
interspersed  at  (tresent  with  elegant  couatry- 
•eate.  Od  the  Ziskaber^  hill,  (which  was 
anciently  called  by  a  leas  reno<ffned  name,) 
Ziska  de  Trocaiow,  General  of  the  Hnssites, 
the  hero  of  snndry  legends  and  the  object  of 
many  proud  recollections  of  the  Bohemians, 
bad  pitched  his  camp  opposite  the  royaj 
residence,  that  was  wholly  comraaoded  from 
this  poiidon,  which  itself  defied  ell  hostile 
attack. 

The  prospect  from  this  hill  was,  as  may  be 
itnagined,  obarmiBg,  extending  over  both  the 
OM  and  New-Town,  with  tlieir  namberless 
tpires,  the  royal  Hradschin  opposite,  and 
the  course  of  the  river  with  its  fertile  shorea. 
Thence,  therefore,  WUrtemberg  (having  in- 
treoched  himself,  and  raised  batteries,)  began 
lo  bombard  the  New-Town. 

The  inhabitants  of  Prague  were  now 
obliged  to  divide  their  attention  and  lo  in- 
crease their  efforts,  and  the  garrison  had 
new  duties  to  falGl.  To  Waldstein  all  this 
preseated  a  new  world.     He  had  learnt  hi* 
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timaklti  huB  CD  p«a«ualc,  oc  2. aogle  ^Hcc^ 
*«  iti iigiiii  »('  dw  amof,  aad  to  fiirrui  % 
s  af  hn  mm- part^ 

in  its   resaiti    t^ 
paenl  experience.     H»  was  tbe  sool  at 
■  m  [Mvigma.     In  ttet,  Ike 
B  of  hu  cooatry,  and  bailed 

,  kad  traoafonaed  for  ai 
ife  pMMB  dniDe  inlu  a  bold  warrior — tli« 
qMcabur  al  tlie  obtenalon,  tDto  avigorow 
cbieftaio.  He  exposed  himself  to  Ibe  mMl 
evident  dangers,  and  preserved,  under  ifae 
pressure  of  ever;  adverse  circamstanoe,  aa 
nuintermpted  cbeeifalaess,  by  wbicfa,  as  well 
an  I'lr  his  military  arrangements,  be 
confidence  and  stimulated  courage  in  tfa< 
under  bis  command. 
Tiitts  passed  a  week  to  unremitlcd  esef' 
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tioti.  Waldalein  foand  ««  (ime  to  give  w«y 
to  bU  moody  thoughts.  Tbe  bridgG-tower, 
it  18  true,  had  not  been  Tnulested  for  several 
days:  ypl  did  not  our  hero  abato  Eiia  aUon- 
tion;  nn  the  coDtrary>  be  used  tliis  short  in- 
terval in  making  newintrenohmeiits  on  both 
sides  of  it.  As  ts  generally  Ihe  casp,  em- 
ployment afTorded  him  pleasurable  excite- 
ment, and  blunted  the  arrows  that  had  been 
fixed  in  his  bosom  liy  Helen's  faithlessness 
snd  anxiety  respecting  Joanna. 
•  Meanwhile,  to  the  increasing  astonishmeot 
of  the  besieged,  not  a  single  shot  was  fired 
from  the  Kleinseite  ;  nay,  it  was  even  per- 
ceived that  the  Swedes  had  carried  off  again 
some  of  the  cannon  they  had  originally 
tuODDted  on  the  hills  opposite  the  Old-Town. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  doubled  tbeir 
strength  and  attacks  upon  the  opposite  side. 
Wijrtemberg  seemed  resolved  upon  takiug 
the  N*u-Tlior  (new-gate)  by  storm  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Prague  thought  they  perceived 
that  both  the  artillery  and  troops  which  Imd 
before  been  particularly  active  on  the  Hrad- 
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schin  and  Lorenzberg,  were  now  employed  fl 
die  batteries  of  the  Ziskaberg. 

Gteoeral  Conti  caused  several  lines  of  i 
IrenchmeDttobe  formed  in  succession,  bcbin 
each  other.     He  oxdered  arms  to  be  niai 
factured,  and   the    bells  to   be  melted  i 
vannon-shot ;   whilst  Marshal  Colloredo  ( 
rected  ail  the  soldiers  that  could  be  sparedi 
including  the  corps  of  students,  to  pass  over 
to  the  New-Town.  Thus  Waldstein  and  Wgl- 
den  had  now  but  little  dot}'  to  perforoi,  and 
began  to  long  for  a  share  in  the  more  active 
scene  going  on  upon  the  opposite  side,  where 
encounters    daily  occurred,    and  where  the 
gallant  iuhabitants  of  Prague  not  onlj  sue- 
uessfully  repelled  every  attack  of  the  eaei 
upon  their  gates,  but  even  attempted  seveMi 
Dallies,  to  drive  the  Swedes  from  their  advaS'^ 
tageous  position  oa  the  Ziskaberg. 

One  morniDg,  an  orderly  entered,  and  a 
nouDced  to  Captaic  Waldstein  ibe  arrtral  of 
a  peasant  from  Gltscbin,  who  had  forttuialelj 
found  bis  way  through  the  Swedish  posts,  and 
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professed  to  bring  the  Couut  important  intel- 
ligenre  from  his  estates, 

"  A  peasant  i'rom  Gitsc  bio  1"  cried  Albert : 
"  And  wbat  can  have  happened  there,  of 
ftucb  iraportance  as  to  induce  the  man  to  vca- 
ture  bis  liberty,  if  not  his  life,  in  search  of 
me?    Show  him  in  !" 

A  short  figure,  in  a  coarse  farmer's  frock, 
entered,  his  face  covered  with  blacli,  hair,  that 
hung  down  from  bis  head,  and  hindered  anj 
pne  from  recognising  his  features. 

"  You  are  from  GitscLin?"  asked  Wald- 
stein. 

"  Yes,  please  your  Lordship,"  said  a  voice 
which  seemed  familiar  to  our  hero. 

"  Weil,  and  what  news  do  you  bring  me 
from  thence?" 

The  fellow  looked  round  him  embarrassed. 
Waldstein  turned  to  Leopold,  who  was 
Alunding  by,  and  requested  him  to  withdraw 
.  awhile. 

No  sooner  had  that  officer  left  the  room, 
tbat)   the  peasant,   afler   one  more  anxious 
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look,  around,  tore   off  the  false   black   haitt 
ibrew  aside  the  farmer's  frock,  and  disclosed 
to    bis    astonished    master    the    persoo 
Berlram. 

"  Uow  did  you  g^et  here?"  exclaiiii«| 
Waldstein. 

Bertram  laid  his  finger  on  his  moatb,  apt 
pruached  the  Count,  and  said;   "  I  have  e 
important  commuiii cation  to  make  to  you."' 
"  From  whom?" 

The  old  man  paused,  an  if  half  uDwillinj 
to  n^me  tbe  individual.  At  length  he  saiit 
"  From  my  duughter." 

"Frotn  Joanna!"  exclaimed  Waldsteiq 
bis  ejes  brrghlcniog:  "  Where  is  she?" 

"  She  is  at  home,  my  honoured  lord,  and) 
thank  Heaven,  well-~But  for  my  mission;? 
continued  the  old  man,  evidently  so  muc|f 
occupied  with  the  imporlance  of  that,  as  to 
overlook  the  Count's  obvious  perUirbatioih 
"  Joanna  sends  you  word,  (hat  you  must  hi 
on  your  guard  respecting  tbe  bridge-tover< 
— All  seems'  quiet  there  at  present:— b^ 
this  is  an  arliGce — one  which  must  sarefc 
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have  emanated  from  a  demon  in  haman  form 
— and  tbat  demoa  is  Odowalsky." 

"  Odowalsky— Joanna !"  exclaimed  Wald- 
Btein,  as  the  two  names  were  thus  mentioned 
to  him  in  unison:  "  bo\7  can  they  possibly 
have  come  into  collision ! — Tell  me,  old  man ! 
what  does  your  daughter  knowof  Odowalsky 
or  bis  plans '." 

"  Sir,"  answered  Bertram,  surprised  atliis 
master's  warmth,  "  whatever  she  knows  is  the 
combined  result  of  accident  and  lic-r  own 
shrewdness.  A  certain  Swedish  Colnnel,  of 
the  name  ol'Cuppy,  is  quartered  at  your  pa- 
lace, between  whom  and  Odowalsky  a  cluss 
intimacy  subsists." 

"  But  Joanna!" 

*'  Why,  you  sec.  Sir,"  rejoined  Bfjrlram, 
in  a  hesitating  tme,  "  the  girl  is  handsome, 
and  the  Swedes  amorous." 

"Hell  and  destruction!"  ejaculated  Al- 
bert 

"  Pray  restrain  yourself,  my  lord,"  said 
Bertram,  very  gravely,  "  and  do  not  suBer 
jour  (bought  to  betray  you  for  a  moment  into 
VOL.   II,  D 
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suspicion  of  my  virtuous,  high-minded  child!-tl 
The  fact  is,  that  love  of  her  country,  and  de-  I 
sire  for  the  well-being  of  her  esteemed  lord, 
have  indnced  her  to  aid  their  patriotic  efforts 
as  extensively  as  aa  humble  maiden  can.     In 
this  view,  she  is  reaiiy  at  the  constantly-re- 
peated calls  of  the  Swedish  Colonels  (vbich, 
by  the  bye,  no  one  else  dares  answer),  helpi 
at  the  meals,  and  fills  the  glasses,  patientiy 
enduring  their  raillery  until  intoxication  fol- 
lows repeated  draughts  of  your  fine  old  hock-" 
*'  The  scoundrels!"  muttered  Waldsteio. 
'*  Odowalsky,  ia  particular,  is  most  impe- 
rative, and  makes  himself  quite  at  his  ease. 
Indeed,  he  has  pryed  all  over  the  palace,  add 
t  explored  every  walk  about  the  grounds,  wilii 
[  the  curiosity  of  a  man  who  is  taking  posses- 
[  lion  of  an  estate. — Last  night,  Joanna  was 
fnmmoned  to  attendance  as  usual,  and  fouad 
f  tat  Colonels  most  earnest  in  their  double  oc- 
cnpation  of  drinking  and  talking.     On  her 
entrance,  they  chaoged  the  laognage  in  which 
they  spoke,  substituting  the  Latin    tongad; 
not  speculating  on  the  remote  chuioe,  that'i  I 
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girl  in  Joanna's  rank  of  life  should  UDder- 
Btaod  them.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  tuition 
she  reoeived  in  your  society  during  her  days 
of  childhood,  she  did  so,  and  my  mission  is 
the  result.  It  seems,  that  a  scheme  is  con- 
certed, to  draw  off  the  Swedish  troops,  for 
awhile,  from  the  attack  on  the  bridge-lower, 
and  make  a  strong  densonstration  in  other 
points :— then,  when,  by  such  a  manoeuvre, 
the  attention  of  the  garrison  is  altogether  ab- 
stracted from  this  quarter,  it  is  proposed  to 
retom  to  it  with  overpowering  force,  and  lit- 
tle doubt  is  entertained  of  the  success  of  the 
emip-de-main ;  in  which  case,  Odowalsky, 
who  is  to  command  the  assault,  will  force  his 
way  into  the  Old-Town,  and,  from  thence, 
join  Wiirtemberg." 

"  And  when,"  inquired  Waldstein,  "is  this 
to  take  place  V 

"  TTiat  has  not  yet  appeared ; — but  Joanna 
doubts  not  the  being  able  to  discover  it  by 
their  preparations  and  her  own  sagacity.  Sbe 
delights  old  Colonel  Coppy  by  her  readiness 
and  attention ;  and  he,  when  in  his  cups,  talks 
d2 
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wilhonl  mQcb  circa  mspcctioD. — Id  tbis 
he  bas  disclosed  to  my  daughter  tbe  jealoas]^ 
Bad   BDspicion    universally  felt   among    tli« 
Swedes  witb  regard  to  Odowalsky,  who  ap> 
pears  to  be  at  once  bated  and  despised,  wblli 
biH  services  are  such  as  cannot  be  dispensed 
nitb.     She  is  apprehensive,  however,  that 
may  possibly  not  obtain  this  information  suj 
licieatly  early  to  commuoicate  it  to  you  in  tl 
ordinary  way ;  and,  therefore,  begs  tbatyt 
will  have  the  goodness,  for  tbe  next  few  iaj 
to  cause  a  took-out  to  be  made  every  eveniDj 
toward  the  Hradscliin,  where  the  declivity  b»i 
gins  from  the  Castle  down  to  tbe  boases 
the  Kleinseite.     On  the  night  preceding 
attack,  if  yoa  see  a  rocket  rise  from  the  ci 
tie-hill,  you  will  consider  it  as  a  signal. " 

"  But  the  Swedes  will  notice  this  signal, 
well  as  we." 

"  Scarcely,  Sir. — Few  of  our  foreign  ^u«ti 
(the  old  man  spoke  with  a  lone  of  bitferoesi 
reside  on  tbis  side  the  Castle.     And,  even 
ihouM  they  notice  it — by  whom,  and  for  wl 
purpose  it  was  sent  up  would  cost  them  mora 
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lime  and  trouble  to  ascertain  iban  could  be 
aSbrded." 

"  And  yel,"  rejoined  our  hero,  "  it  makes 
me  uneasy  when  I  think  tLat  you,  or  Joanna, 
might  run  a  considerable  risk." 

"  Be  not  alarmed,  my  lord,"  said  Bertram, 
canfideatly  :  "Joanna  will  find  out  tbe  day. 
and  I  will,  unseen,  fire  the  rocket: — and 
should  the  matter,  as  is  very  unlikely,  be  in- 
vestigated,— why, — it  is  the  frolic  of  some 
childreD,  who  have  been  playing  with  powder 
parloiufld  from  the  Swedes." 

"  I  will  await  jour  information,  then,"  said 
Waldslein ;  "  meanwhile,  my  kind,  railbful 
Bertram,  adieu! — Kemeniber  me  to  Joanna: 
—I  will  not  trust  you  lo  say  what  I  feel  re- 
sp«ctiDg  her  noble  conduct. —  Adieu! — get 
aome  refreshment,  and  be  wary  on  your  re- 
torn." 

"  That  was  a  long;  conversation, "said  Wul- 
den,  on  re-entering  the  apartment. — "  You 
must  have  found  your  shaggy  peasant  ex- 
tremely inleresling." 

"  It  was  no  peasant  from  Gitschin"  re- 
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[  <|}lied  Waldstein,  smiling ;  "  It  was  my  faitli- 
f  fill  Bertram,  my  house-steward  at  the  KleiD- 
te." 

'  Oh,  the  father  of  the  beautiful  Joannaf 
excl^med  Walden.  "  Aad  pray,  how  i 
aher 

"  A  truce  to  joking,  Leopold  ! — this  mea 
sage  regards  ba«inesa."     And  Albert  relate 
to  his  frieod  the  particulars  of  Bertram's  < 
munication. 

"  News  so  important  deserves  our  bed 
thanks!"  said  Leopold:  "  And  what  do  yov 
intend  to  do  now  I" 

'■  I  am  going  to  communicate  it  lo  owt 
Commander — at  least,  as  I'ar  as  is  nt 
for  him  to  know." 

"  Well  said— as  far  as  is  necessary  forhi 
to  know  ;    (or  the  grand  prior  has  iiu  occasiw 
tu  be  made  acquainted  with  the  share  whiob 
a  pretty  girl  has  had  in  the  discovery  of  tl 
enemy's  plans." 

"  By  the  bye,"  said  Wald stein,  "it'Shod 
seem  that  Coppy  is  striviog  to  ingratiate  hiim 
self  with  Joanna.     She  would  not  be  the  first 
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who  has  made  a  splendid  match  among  the 
officers  or  the  enemy !" 

"  Joanna  and  that  old  drunkard  Coppy  t" 
cried  Wulden:  "  You  must  really  be  a  little 
Jealous,  and  not  a  little  in  tove,  too,  Albert, 
Id  think  of  such  a  thing !" 

"  In  love?"  replied  Waldstuin,  while  lie 
endeavoured  to  suppress  a  rising  sigh :  "  No, 
Leopold!  I  neither  am,  nor  ever  shall  be, 
in  lovt  again ;  —though  I  confess,"  continued 
be,  "  if  Joanna  were  in  another  sphere  or 
life,  and  this  wounded  heart  of  mine  could 
tove  once  more — she  might  perhaps  induce 
me  to  forget  a  false,  deceitful  girl." 

"  lam  <)uite  satis6ed  for  the  present,"  said 
Leopold,  laugliing;  "  and,  no  doubt,  Joanna 
would  be  so  likewise,  did  she  overhear  our 
conversation.  Sad  pity,  she  is  but  a  gar- 
dener's daughter !" 

Albert  smiled,  or  affected  to  smile ;  and 
both  gentlemen,  taking  up  their  hats  and 
•words,  sallied  forth,  to  pay  a  visit  to  Field- 
Jdarshal  Colloredo. 

Bertram  had,  ailer  re-assuming  his  dis- 
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guise,  sDcceeded  in  gelling  safely  back  to 
bis  bouse,  where  Jaaana  received  him  under 
the  gateway,  wilh  breathless  joy.  His  smit^ 
iag  countenance  convinced  her,  at  the  f 
glance,  that  all  was  right,  and  they  walked 
together  toward  Bertram's  private  apait> 
ments — )br  it  was  cnly  there,  they  were, 
cecnre  J'roin  the  espions  of  Odowalsky. 

It  probably  never  entered  iuto  the  worthy 
steward's  irnDginalion,  that  such  a  thing 
could  occur  as  a  tender  attachment  betwec 
bis  master  and  hia  daughter:  but  any  otbd 
observer  would  not  fail  to  have  couzttrcei' 
aright  the  solicitude  of  Joanna  concerain^ 
Waldstcln's  appearance  and  deportment:- 
"  Did  he  look  pale  Iroin  bis  wound  ?  Was  his  ■ 
arm  still  in  a  slingT  Did  he  express  confiv^ 
dence  in  the  result  uf  the  siege?" — 

At   length   the  old  man   almost  lost   ! 
patience. — *'  You  are  a  silly  girl!"  cried  heJ 
■'  What  matters  all  this  to  you?" 

Joanna  cast  her  eyes  on  the  groDnd*  an^ 
blushed. — This  action  cangbt  ber  fathei^ 
attention,  and  threw  him  into  a    reverie. 
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rrom  vbich  be  was  aroused  by  bis  daugblcr's 
inquiring  whether  the  proper  nnderslanding 
bad  been  entered  into,  respecting  the  signal, 
"Every  thing  is  arranged,"  replied  he,  biieily : 
"  bat  the  Count  feels  much  anxiety  lest  it 
should  bring  ns  into  peril." 

"  And  if  it  does,  father,  it  is  no  more  than 
what  every  true  Bohemian  is  bound  to  risk." 

In  fact,  Iho  dilTicully  was  considerable, — 
first,  of  learning  the  time  fixed  for  the  attack, 
and  then,  of  communicating  it  to  the  garrison 
without  exciting  the  invader's  notice.  But 
Joanna  was  resolved  to  risk  every  thing  lor 
Waltlstein,  and  only  debated  haw  sbe  might 
execute  her  design. 

There  was  no  lime  to  be  lost.  On  the 
I  evening  of  the  same  Asty,  Colonel  Coppy, 
with  Odowalsky  and  some  other  oBicers, 
returned  in  high  spirits  from  the  Hradschin, 
where  they  had  dined  wilb  Kouigsniark,  with 
vbom  a  long  consultation  bad  taken  place 
after  dinner.  Coppy  inamediatcly  ordered 
Bertram  to  bring  wine,  and  to  prepare  a 
d3 
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■pleodid  sapper  for  bim  and  his  goests.    Tbfl  4 
steward  gave  the  orders  he  had  received  to  1 
JuaDDa,   who    immediately    saspecled    that 
something  was  going   on;   for  Coppy,  as  if 
anxious  to  secure  hin  tull  share  of  eating  an 
drioking  before  the  power  of  indulging  i 
those  gratifications   might   be  fioally  extin-J 
guisbed,  wus  accustomed  to  preface  every  ba>- 1 
ardous  undertaking  with  a  regular  banquet 

Her  heart  palpitated  as  she  issued  the  oe* 
cessary  directions  to  her  assistants  about  1^  I 
house;  and  she  feared  that  tiio  presence  of^ 
the  other  gnests  would  prevent  her  chance  of 
gaining    any    iulelligence    from    Coppy. - 
Whilst  absorbed   Id   these  agitating   reflec- 
tions,  and  carrying   some  articles   of  plat 
into   the  great    dining-room,   she   sudi 
perceived   Odowalsky  standing  before   her.-l 
This  man  was  particnlarly  obnoxious  tu  J 
anna;  and  starting,  she  wished  to  turn  back;j 
but  having  seen,  he  ran  op  to  her,  and  be 
teasing  her  with  rude  jokes.     She  answt 
him  disdainfully,  and  tried  to  get  away. 


"  That  won't  do,  my  pretty  rustic,"  said 
the  Colonel,  who  had  obviously  been  driok- 
iog  a  good  deal.  "  Wt  must  improve  our 
acquaintaDce." 

"  /  Bee  no  necessity  for  that.  Sir ! — and 
besides,  you  cannot  but  perceive  that  1  am 
busy,  and  providing  for  the  accommodation 
ol'ynurself  and  jour  friends." 

"  Tut,  tat!"  replied  he,  "  There  is  a  time 
for  all  thJugs ;"  and  so  saying,  be  offered  to 
salute  the  indignant  girl. 

"  SUnd  off.  Colonel  Streitberg!  or  I  will 
shame  you  before  your  companions.  Even 
were  you  master  of  this  house, — which,  thank 
God.'  you  are  not — such  conduct  would  dis- 
CracB  you  I" 

"  And  if  I  am  not,  who  is  V  demanded 
be,  with  a  sneer. 

"  Count  Waldstein,"  replied  Joanoa,  fear- 
lessly. 

"What!  the  youth  who  was  billed  and 
brought  to  life  again! — We  shall  see  that,  to- 
mar  rote." 

"  To-morrow  !"  reiterated  Joanna. 
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"  Ay,  girl,"  answered  Odowaisky,  as  iT 
visbing  to  recal  the  word— "  to-morrow,  o 

next  day,  or" Tlie  eDtrance  of  a  yonnf 

Swedish  officer,  who  came  to  summoo  tbt 
Colonel  to  a  discussion  in  the  court-yarrfi, 
enabled  Juunna  to  make  her  escape. 

"  Father !"  exclaimed  she,  half  sinking  iottt  ■ 
his  arms:  "to-morrow!  to-morrote!  veb»Mi 
no  time  to  lose!" 

Bertram  enquired  the  meaning-  of  lb^^ 
and  having  leumt  from  his  daughter  wtiat 
had  passed,  coincided  in  opinion  that  the^ 
were  un  the  eve  of  the  catastrophe;  but; 
however  strong  their  conviction  of  this,  the) 
were  still  desirous,  before  giving  the  ap 
pointed  signal  (whereto  so  much  import^iol 
would  be  attached)  to  ascertain  the  fad 
beyond  possibility   of  doubt. 

How  was  this  to   be  accomplished? — I 
Joanna  to   present    herself  among   the   i 
ruusers,   was   not   to   be   thought   of; — s 
there  was  little  chance  of  obtaining  any  op- 
portunity of  discourse  with  the  loqaaciou 
Coppy   individually-     The  moment  for   ■ 


WALDSTEIS.  61 

eision  was  oeverlheless  arrived  ;  and  it  was 
altimately  agreed  that  Bertram  was  to  snuiid, 

'      as  fully  as  possiiile,   both  officers  and  ser-  ' 

vants  as  to  tlie  time  of  the  attack,  and  if  . 

asked  after   her,   say  she   was   unavoidably  I 

sammoQcd  to  the  Convent  of  St.  Margaret.  | 

Sapper  was  served. — The  great  saloon  in 
the  palace  of  Waldstein, — splendidly  deco-  I 

rated,  and  ornamented  with  pictures  relating  I 

to  tUe  exploits  of  the  deceased  Duke, — was 
illuminated  with  more  tban  a  hundred  tapers; 
— and  Bertram,  who,  uoder  pretext  of  seeing 
that  the  guests   were   well  attended,  made  \ 

himself  very  busy  about  the  table  and  buB'et,  | 

could  plainly  perceive  that  Odowalsky  played 
the  part  of  master  of  the  bouse,  ft'ay,  be 
even  carried  his  assurance  so  far,  as  fre- 
quently to  call  Bertram,  and  express  bis 
dissatisfaction  at  the  arrangemeots  of  the 
table,   even   adding  that  such   and  sucb  a 

^     thing  must  be  changed  in  future!    Bertram  i 

dissembled   bis  rage,  and  replied  not;  the  ' 

present  was  not  a  Gt  moment  to  contradict 
the  Colouel'a  assamption,  although  the  old 

\ i 
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man  thoaglit  be  cooLd  observe  marks  of  disap?  3 
probation  in  the  looks  of  some  of  the  officciv  J 
at  table. 

The  generous  wine  passed   freely  round,  I 
and   on  the   clotb    bein^   removed,  goblelvj 
were  substilnted  fur  glasses.     There   bcingJ 
DOW  DO  (iirtber  occasion  for  the  mioistratioB^ 
of  the   attendants,    they  one  by  one  leil  the 
banqaeting'-room,  and  Bertram  was  at  teoglh 
the  only  domestic  left  among  the  revellers. 
Id  a  retired  part  of  the  room,  he  liogeredr  i 
hopeful  every  moment  of  hearing  some  alln-  ] 
sioD  to  tlie  plans  for  the  morrow,  yet  dreact*! 
ing  meanwhile  lest  he  should  incur  the  dis-J 
pleasure  of  Coppy  or  Odowalsky. 

His  patience  was  not  put  to  a  very  prtH 
tracted  test. — Soon  after  the  cODcIusion  ( 
the  meal.  Colonel  Coppy  rose  and  proposedJ 
a  bumper  to  the  gallant  stormers  of  the  I 
bridge-tower,  which  was  drunk  with  addi- 1 
tional  acclamations  ul~"  May  success  loaitl 
on  to-morrow  T  All  restraint  was  uuw  at  an  I 
end,  and  the  attentive  Bertram  gathered! 
that  Wiirtemberg    was    to    commenc* 
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Epkttaclt  OD  the  New-Towo,  and  Odowalsky, 
tritb  a  sufBcient  force,  siniuhaDeousIy  to 
ktorm  the  bridge-tawcr,  which  bein^  only 
defended  by  sludents,  could  not  loD^,  it  was 
thought,   hold  out. 

Satisfied  with  what  be  had  heard,  the  old 
jnao  DOW  thoug;ht  that  he  had  better  convey 
, himself  unnoticed,  if  possible,  out  of  the 
•aloon,  iQ  order  to  rejoin  Joaana. — Bat  in 
iputting  this  ineasare  into  ejcccutioii,  he  was 
not  equally  fortooate  as  be  had  been  in  gain- 
ing intelligence.  As  he  was  in  the  act  of 
creeping  out  by  a  side-door,  Odowalsky  per- 
ceived him, 

"  What  are  you  doing  there,  scoundrel?" 
cried  be. 

"  What  I  have  been  doing  ever  since  the 
commencement  of  the  evening,  Colonel," 
ituswered  Berlrani  stuully ; — "  taking  care 
that  you  are  properly  waited  on." 

"  And  have  you  been  here  Ihe  whole 
lime  '."   asked  Odowalsky. 

Bertram  bowed  iu  silence. 

"  Seise  him,"  resumed  ibe  Colonel,  speak- 
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ing  to  some  cadets  at  the  bottom  of  the  table, 
"  aod  lock  him  up  in  the  stable!" 

"Wby?"  inquired  Coppj,    good-n 
ID  bis  cups. — "  What  oEfence  has  he  cDi 
mitted .'" 

"  If  you  don't  compreheod  what  olTeiH 
he  has  commiltcd,"   replied  Odowalsky, 
casticaiU,    "wiser    peuple    can:" — and 
whispered  in  his  brother-Colonel's  ear,  ^ 
in  consequence  made  a.  signal  to  tlie  office! 
confirmatory  of  OdowaUky's  direction. 

Bertram  became  alarmed. — The  inteotiDI 
to  discharge  the  rocket  from  the  hill   woul4 
be  frustrated,  should  be  not  recover  his  li 
berty.     He  therefore  alleged  bow  much  1 
should  suBer  by  the  interruplioD  of  his  v 
rious  duties.     But  all  these  representatiooi 
were  unavailing.     His  evident  anxiety  s 
embarrassment,  which  were  laid  to   the  s 
count  of  personal  fear,  and  ridiculed  as  g 
served  rather  to  amuse  the  compaoy; 
after  having,  for  some  time,   indulged  I 
ribaldry  al  his  expense,  he  was  compelled  t 
submit  to  the  escort  of  two  privates,   suia 


WALDTSEIN. 


65 


moned  for  the  purpose,  who  were  to  guard 
him  during  the  night  in  one  of  tlie  lower 
rooms,  whereiu  the  Swedish  soldiers  were 
making  merry. 

Seeing  the  impossibility  of  escape,  and  the 
idleness  of  remonstrance,  an  idea  struck  him, 
^at  his  very  sentinels  might,  nnconscionsly, 
become  the  instruments  of  his  design.  He 
therefore  sat  down,  apparently  quite  com- 
posed, talked  awhile  with  his  keepers  on  in- 
diSerent  subjects,  and,  at  last,  said,  "  If  we 
are  to  spend  the  night  together,  don't  let  us 
be  idle.  Perhiips  one  of  yon  gentlemen  will 
be  BO  kind  as  to  step  to  my  daughter,  and  tell 
ber  to  send  us  a  few  mugs  of  the  best  beer  in 
the  cellar,  after  which  she  bad  better  retire 
to  rest." 

The  Swede  did  not  wait  for  a  repetition  of 
these  directions.  In  a  moment  he  was  at  the 
door;  but  Bertram,  as  if  something  else  had 
BUddenly  occurred  to  him,  called  out, 
"  Hark'ee,  friend  !  If  she  hears  that  I  am  a 
prisoner,  the  girl  will  probably  bo  too  much 
frightened    to   understand  you    thoroughly. 
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and  'twould  not  do  to  miss  the  right  stingo. 
I  will  therefore  transmit  my  message  in 
writing,  and  at  the  same  time  tell  her,  that  I 
am  quite  well,  and  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
apprehension.  Cannot  one  uf  youj  give  n 
a  piece  of  paper  and  a  pencil  ?" 

These  were  procured,  though  oot  with 
difficulty:  but  the  prospect  of  getting  sol 
\  additional    drink     faeighteued    their 
f  Bertram  wrote  only  a  few  words,  in 
mian,  to  the  following  effect : — "  Light  j 
pandle;   alt  is  right; — and  give  the  t: 
a  few  mugs  of  No.  4 !     I  am  quite  well." 

Joanna  had  expected  her  father's  return  Ij 
bis  own  apartments,  with  increasing  appi| 
bension.     It  was  now  getting  very   late,  a 
every  moment  darker.    She  scarcely  doahtd 
in  the  least  that  tbe  intended  attack  wodj 
take  place  nc^i-t  day:  but  the  more  she  fi 
convinced  of  this,  the  more  ardently  did  i 
long  for  her  father's  appearance, 
that   he  might  proceed  before  midnight  t 
lire  the  sigual.     She  knew  that  WaldsU 
would  expect  it  shortly  after  sun-set,  aad  b 
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pnxiety  increased  every  instant.  She  had 
ODce  before  been  obliged  to  break  her  word 
to  him,  when  her  Hunt's  illness  delayed  her 
coming  home  from  the  Convent  of  St.  Mar- 
garet: and  when  her  father,  alter  the  first 
attaclc  of  the  Swedes,  fetched  her  back  to 
the  palace,  and  she  heard  the  contradictory 
reports,  first  of  Albert's  death,  and  then  of 
tiia  having  been  wounded,  what  care  and  soli- 
citude had  she  not  experienced  for  bis  fate! 
Tbeae  sweet  but  dangerous  emotions  were 
nursed  by  her  in  secret;  and  now  that  she 
had  it  in  her  power  to  aid  the  chivalrous  lord 
in  his  cooDtry's  cause,  with  what  enthusiastic 
delight  did  she  not  both  plan  and  execute! 
She  had  wou  her  father's  co-operation,  not 
without  some  trouble — for  Bertram,  though 
very  well  principled,  loved  bis  ease  :  but  now, 
in  the  most  decisive  moment,  she  found  her- 
self left  uncertain,  helpless,  and  ignorant 
bow  to  act.  All  at  once,  she  heard  a  loud 
knocking  at  the  door.  A  Swedish  private 
entered,  and  asked  for  some  beer,  which  she 
would  find  particularised  in  the  note  he  had 
-brought. 
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-  Vd."  ami  «e  iiHii  r  inpatieDll;. 

"  I  wa  gire  nm  Ac  beer  directlj," 
[  plied  tbe  giri :— "  bat  wWsv  is  aij  ft 

"Im  the  room  »i4  «3,"  rqoi«^ 
"  Tbe  Colonel  indeed  ordered  him  to 
locked  op  in  tbe  stable  till  monung; 
we  like  good  feDowship." 

'•To  be  locked  op  till  Dorning!" 
daimed  Joanna,  moch  terrified  :  "  On  ' 
acconnt  T" 

"  How  sboold  I  know*  But  I  beliefs 
lo  prevent  him  from  speaking  to  an;  b 

"  Bnt   nothing-  ails  him,    I    hope?" 
tinned  she,  noable  to  control  her  anxiety. 

*•  Nothing  af  all ;  he  is  as  wel!  as  you  or 

Joanna  went  into  tbe  cellar,  and  fctt 
op  two  mags  of  the  best  beer,  which  sbeg 
the  soldier,  requesting  him  to  fell  her  fati 
that  she  would  follow  his  directions  impliof 
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Oncb    more  [eft  alone,  Joanna  debated 

■  with  Lerself  what  was  to  be  done.    Her  father 

,  was  confined,  lest  he  should  publish  what  it 

was  desirable  to  conceal. — He  must,  there- 

!,   have   heard  something.    His   confioe- 

)t  was  not  to   be  [jrotracted  beyond  tfaa 

t  morning :  and  hence   it  was  clear  that. 

ir  that  period,  do  furtfaer  hazard  was  in- 

ed   from    his  loquacity.     His  directions 

Iwerc — to  light  the  candle,  for  that  all  umM 

Wright  ;~ia  other  words,   the  attack  wax  to 

I  take  place  next  day,  and  she  herself  was  to 

kiadie  the  rocket.     She  was  to  venture  out 

at  this  late  hour,  in  the  g-loom  of  night,  and 

I  on  a  lonely  hill,  where  she  might  probably  ba 

I  azposed  to  insult  from  some  drunken  Swede  \ 
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risoDoiljn 
nrnlnkT      * 


But  00  the  other  hand,  should   she  not  t 
counter  these  risks,  Waldstein  would  r 
unwarned,  and  the  bridge-tower,  (the  k 
the  Old-Town — perhaps  weakly  garrisoiH 
faJI  into  the  hands  of  the  hateful  Odowalskj 

She  summoDed  resolution ;  and  providing 
herself,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  whatever 
might  happen,  with  a  sharp  knife,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  racket  and  a  tinder-box,  she 
carefully  concealed,  sallied  forth,  after  fer- 
Tently  imploring  the  favour  of  heaven  on  licr 
enterprise,  to  that  part  of  the  Hradschin  mosl 
conspicuous  from  the  Bridge,  and  io  viewflf  _ 
which  she  felt  confident  Waldstein  wouM'  M 1 
posted.  ' 

Cantiously  ascending  the  hill  behind  the 
houses  of  the  Kleinseite,  the  heroic  giri  had 

iched  that  spot  from  whence  she  conld  dis- 
j  tinctly  see  the  bridge-tower  of  the  Old-Town. 
r  ind,  consequently,  be  seen  from  the  opposilo 

e.  She  had  proceeded  thus  far  with  s 
panting  heart ;  every  rustling  leaf,  every  bird 
tbat  moved  in  the  bushes,  terrified  her,  and 
made  her  look  aod  listen  in  aii  directiuns. 
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Bul,  sate  these  accidental  sounds,  a  partial 
breeze  alone  whispered  through  the  quivering 
boughs,  while,  from  beneath,  the  Moldavia 
murmured  and  panted.  Joanna  could  ob- 
scurely distinguish,  in  the  "darkness  visible' 
'  of  the  star-light,  the  outlines  of  the  shapeless 
jnasses  oT  building  in  both  ihe  Old  and  New- 
Town,  with  the  numerous  towers,  which  liHed 
tbeir  proud  crests  toward  the  studded  canopy 
of  heaven.  Gradually  she  took  heart:  and, 
looking  toward  the  bridge-tower,  belter  dis- 
tingaished  as  her  eyes  became  more  habitu- 
ftted  to  the  darkness,  she  reflected  that  Wald- 
Btein  was  most  likely  even  now  gazing  aux- 
ionsly  for  the  promised  signal.  Tender  images 
crowded  upon  her  fancy.  The  veil  was  fully 
withdrawn  which  had  once  hidden,  even  from 
herself,  the  nature  of  her  sensations.  "Alas," 
aighed  she, "  I  love  this  noble  youth ! — and  I 
feel  and  see  that  I  am  not  indifferent  to  him. 
It  is  not  vanity — I  Mini  it  is  not  vanity  that 
leads  me  to  believe  myself  better  calculated 
to    ensure   bis    happiness   than   tbat   proud 
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maiden  of  Troy.  Sut  fate  has  placed  asii 
such  removed  spheres,  Ihat  two  bcarti  i 
kept  asunder,  whicb  migLt,  under  more  kioiif- 
stars,  have  bealea  in  the  strictest  unison  !"- 
Once  more  carefully  lookiug'  ruuud,  to  m 
certain  that  all  was  still,  she  fixed  the  roi^ei 
to  a  tree,  and  ignited  it.  The  flame  rasbed 
like  an  arrow,  willi  whizzing  speed,  perpe»- 
diciilarly  into  the  air,  and  soon  again  disi^ 
pearcd.  At  the  same  luoment,  she  Ihonght 
she  perceived  a  glimmer  of  light  opposite 
at  the  window  of  Ibe  bridge-tower, — whio^ 
in  like  maoncr,  immediately  vanished.  H«f 
inference  was  direct — Waldstein  bad  : 
and  understood  the  signal. 

Herobjcct  accomplished,  with  a  palpitati^ 
bosom  and  IiasEy  step,  she  hurried  to  regniti 
her  home. — She  had  now  more  leisure  to  bt 
frightened ;  and  the  night  and  loneliness  SM 
upon  her  heart.  As  she  moved  quickly  0% 
she  thought  the  rustling  of  other  footstepft 
than  her  own  were  upon  the  grass.  Trent 
bling,   the   poor  girl  retired  beblod  a  baakA 
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She  was  not  mistaken  ;  the  steps  drew  nearer 
— slowly,  but  firmly;  and,  through  the  foliage, 
she  dimly  perceived  the  tall  6gure  of  a  man 
approachiog  the  spot  where  she  stond.  To 
escape,  or  to  perpetuate  her  coDcealcoeDt, 
seemed  alike  impossible.  With  the  true 
spirit  of  a  heroine,  she  thereTore  laid  bold  of 
her  hidden  weapon,  determined  to  repel  insalt 
or  violence  at  any  risk.  But  the  unknown 
seemed  to  entertain  no  hostile  intention,  and, 
to  all  appearance,  was  not  a  Swede.  As  he 
drew  closer,  she  descried  a  bandage  round  his 
head,  and  his  features  were  those  of  a  man  far 
advanced  in  years.  All  thi»>  encouraged  ber, 
and  she  came  forward  voluntarily  from  be- 
hiad  the  bosh,  preferring  thus  to  show  her- 
self than  to  be  discovered. 

"  Who  goes  there?"  cried  a  deep,  melo- 
dious voice,  in  the  Bohemian  dialect. 

"  A  girl  on  her  way  home,"  answered  Jo- 
anna, with  as  much  indifference  of  manner  as 
she  was  mistress  of. 

"  What  were  you  about  here?  Is  it  yon 
who  have  fired  the  rocket?" 

▼OL.  II.  a 
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"The  rocket!" — echoed  JoaDoa,  dissem- 
bliog  but  indifiereatly ;  "  I  koow  nothing 
about  it." 

"  YoD  must,  at  least,  have  beard  the  noise, 
and  seeu  the  flash." 

"  And  suppose  as  much: — does  it  Toliov 
that  I  fired  it  r 

"Who  are  you,  girl!  Your  words  seem 
well  studied" 

"  I  know  Dot  what  right  you  have  to  quos- 
tion  them,"  replied  Joauua ;  but  she  spoke 
with  great  mildoess,  for  every  look  at  tbe  ve- 
aerablo  old  man  impressed  her  with  more  oook^ 
fidence  and  respect. 

"  I  am  Count  Martinilz." 

"Tbe  Governor- General!"  cried 
partly  alarmed,  and  partly  rejoiced.  She  noi 
recognised  his  noble  features,  and  that  grace- 
I'ul  deportment  which  had  so  often  inspired 
lier  with  reverence. — ■'  Then,  with  your  Bx- 
cellency,  I  seek  to  have  no  reserve  on  thi 
subject. — It  was  I." 

"  And  for  what  purpose  J" 

"  I  am  the  daughter  of  the  steward 
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gardener  in  the  house  of  Count  Waldstein  on 
I  the  Kleinseite.  Tht;  Count  commands  yon- 
der upon  the  bridge-tower,  and  my  father 
having  learned  that  the  Swedes  purpose  an 
attack  on  that  tower  to-nnjrrow  morning,  in- 
forms his  master  thereof  by  this  preconcerted 
signal.  He  bad  meant  to  make  it  himself; 
but  the  Swedes  who  are  quartered  in  our 
house,  suspecting  that  he  knew  of  tlreir  plan, 
have  locked  him  upland  so  he  sent  me  in 
bis  room." 

"  And  bad  you  the  courage  to  come  hither 
alone  in  the  dark  ?  Suppose  one  of  the  Swe- 
dish sentries  had  seen  you  V 

"  I  knew  this  spot  to  be  retired  and  unin- 
habited ;  and, — in  short,  we  had  no  alterna- 
tive. There  was  none  whom  1  could  entrust 
with  a  commisaioD  of  so  much  importance; 
and  1  coosidered  it  my  duty  not  to  shrink 
Irom  any  personal  danger  when  no  less  than 
the  preservation  of  our  noble  master  and  of 
the  greater  part  of  Prague  was  at  stake." 

"  You  are  a  brave  Bohemian  girl,"  an- 
■wered  Coant  Martinitz;  "  and  1  rejoice  to 
ii2 
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find,  there  are  such  courageous  hearts  amongst 
us.  But  what  would  you  have  done,  child,  if, 
instead  of  me,  you  had  met  with  a  Swede,  or, 
any  uther  ill-miuded  person?"  •! 

Joanna,  though  reluctantly,  drew  forth  ben 
knife, — "  See,  your  Excellency,"  said  ahe, 
"  I  was  armed,  and  ready  either  to  defend^ 

myself,    or" and  her   eyes   Cell     on    tbe-l 

ground —  "  to  choose  death  in  preference  t»i 
a  greater  evil." 

Martlnitz  looked  at  her  with  astonishment. 
"So  resolute  r  said  he,  at  length;  "  tliat'i 
nobly  said ! — But,  come,  you  must  not  be  ei»- 
posed  to  further  hazard.  I  will  conduct  yoiK 
a  nearer  way  home — through  the  court-yard 
of  the  castle,  in  which,  and  the  adjacent 
grounds,  (such  are  the  chances  of  this  tnrbu« 
lent  time,)  I  have  been  a  kind  of  state-prisoner 
since  the  night  of  the  ISte." 

Juanna  took  the  Count's  offered  arm,  nott 
without  a  passing  incltoation  to  smile  at  her 
strange  escort — an  incliDation,  howe 
mediately  subdued  when  she  looked  upon  that 
venerable  counteuancc,  grand  io  its  sadaeu. 


\ 
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"Yoo  are  wounded,  I  fear.  Sir,"  she  aaid, 
timidlj'.  "  Is  not  the  night-air  calculated  to 
be  prejudicial  to  yon  ?" 

"  The  night  is  fine,  my  child ;  and  I  love  to 
ramble  over  this  spot,  the  scene  of  my  former 
providential  preservation.  T  know  not  but 
that  I  rather  exceed,  in  so  doing,  the  degree 
of  freedom  allowed  by  the  enemy  to  my  per- 
sooal  movemeots:  but  they  may  well  be  con- 
fideot,  Count  Martinitz  will  not  betray  a»  im- 
plied trust. — But  yonr  news  is  important,  my 
child!"  and  the  Connt  seemed  buried  in 
reverie. 

They  now  entered  the  castle  through  a 
side-door  opening  upon  a  long  gallery,  at  the 
end  of  which  a  lamp  burned  :  "  Immediately 
beyond  is  the  first  court,"  said  Martinila ; 
"  Cross  it,  descend  the  steps,  and  you  will  (iod 
your  distance  from  home  ranch  shortened." 

They  stood  beneath  the  light;  and,  while 
the  Count  opened  the  door  to  give  Joanna 
egress,  she  turned  to  thank  him  for  bis  con- 
descension.    The  sight   of  her  features  ap- 
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peared  to  strike  the  old  maa  witb  some  sud- 
den and  deep  emotion. 

"  Who  did  you  tell  me  you  were  i"  aslccd 
he,  baatiiy. 

"  My  name  is  Joanna,  Sir;  and  I  am  the 
daughter  of  Bertram  Schiilz,  boase-stewatd 
(tf  Count  Waldstein." 

"  And  your  mother?' 

"  She  died  long  since ; — I  scarcely  remem- 
ber her." 

"  What  was  her  maiden  name  V 

"  Theresa  Leben." 

Apparently,  no  token  of  recognition  fol- 
loved  oa  the  part  of  Count  Martinitz,  although 
his  pre?ioas  emottoo  bad  almost  led  Joaaoa 
to  expect  as  much.  He  took  her  hand,  and. 
kindly  wishing  her  good  night,  returned 
through  the  gallery. 

Our  heroine  (for  so  ve  think  we  may  veo* 
ture  to  call  her)  having  gained  her  chamber  in 
safety,  strove  to  obtain  the  refreshment  of  a 
few  boars' sleep,  but  in  vain!  The  mingled 
events  of  the  preceding  day,  together  with 
anxious  anticipations  as  to  the  following  one, 
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haunted  and  kept  her  restless :  and  when,  at 
length,  the  kindly  burthen  of  slumber  fell 
upon  her  eye-lids,  they  were  speedily  un- 
closed again,  in  consequence  of  an  aDusuitl 
noise  and  bustle  about  the  house. — It  was 
scarce  day-break,  bnt  Joanna  instantly  rose 
and  went  to  her  window  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

The  soldiers  were  cleaning  their  arms  and 
horses;  and  she  shortly  afterward  heard 
Coppy's  voice,  bawling  out  obBtroperonsly. 
There  remained  no  doubt  that  preparations 
were  going  on  for  some  important  expedi- 
tion; and  Joanna  thanked  God  for  havinf^ 
voDchsafed  her  the  means  of  giving  the  sig- 
nal. Soon  after,  Coppy  and  some  other 
officers  came  down  stairs,  alt  armed ;  the 
horses  were  brought,  and  mounted;  and  with 
great  clatter  the  whole  party  galloped  off. 

Scarcely  were  they  out  of  the  court-yard, 
before  a  knock  was  beard  at  the  door  of 
Joanna's  anti-room,  followed  by  her  father's 
voice,  calling  out  upon  ber.  She  admitted 
him  with  a  cry  of  joy. 

"  Have  you — "he  began. 
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She  answered  bis  uafiuished  qiiestioo— 
"  Yes,  father,  all  has  been  done,  and  I  trust 
understood." 

"  Thank  God !"  cried  the  old  man ;  "  dow, 
come  what  will,  we  have  done  our  duly,  and 
I  am  hopeful  for  the  best." 

They  now  both  aaxiously  awaited  the  re- 
sult of  the  assault,  and  a  distant  caunoDading 
soon  announced  that  it  had  commenced. 

We  will  now  retrograde  a  little,  tu  Iblloi 
the  movements  of  our  hero. — As  soon  as  Bel 
tram  had  leli  him,  lie  proceeded  to  the  c 
manding  officer,  to  acquaiut  him  with  what  b 
had  heard.  At  first.  Count  Colloredo  Ihongnl 
the  whole  merely  an  idle  report,  produi 
fear  and  misunderstanding,  as  is  frequenttj 
the  case  amoug  Ibe  lower  classes  and  i 
times  of  commotion.  But  other  clrcumstancet 
communicated  by  W^aldstein,  at  last  attracted 
his  notice,  and  be  issued  orders  that 
bndge-tower  (whose  possession  was  of 
much  importance)  should  be  reinforced,  a 
defended  by  a  body  of  regular  troops,  in  addtJ 
tion  to  the  corps  of  students. 
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The  preparations  ia  the  event  of  an  attack, 
(which  were  to  be  carried  od  with  all  possible 
secrecy,)  kept  Waldstein  thorougbly  em- 
ployed ; — and  thus  passed  the  hours  until  the 
saa  bad  sunk  beneath  tbc  Hradachin,  and  the 
bustle  of  the  town  gradually  subsided.  Wald- 
stein had  finished  the  labour  of  the  day;  and, 
much  fatigned,  though  quite  cheerful,  sat 
blDiHelf  down  with  Wulden  at  the  window 
lacing  the  castle-hill,  in  order  not  to  miss  the 
signal  Bertram  had  promised  to  give,  in  case 
tfae  attack  should  be  intended  for  the  morrow, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  greatly  expect. 

It  grew  darker  and  daj-ker,  and  no  sig^nal 
appeared.  The  lights  Id  the  bouses  were 
reflected  by  the  stream.  Waldstein  became 
Yery  thoughtful ;  the  conversation,  just  before 
BO  animated,  gradually  ceased;  and  Walden 
could  perceive,  that  thoDghts  and  recollec- 
tions unallied  tu  the  present  moment  occu- 
pied his  friend. — In  fact,  the  image  of  Joanna 
bovcred  before  Albert's  eyes ;  ber  devoted- 
seas  to  a  noble  object,  blended  as  it  was  with 
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personal  attachment  to  him,  toached  I 
deeply;  and  it  is  most  probable  that,  at  i 
very  moment  Joanna  was  involuntarily  I 
wailing  their  wayward  destiny,  on  the  o 
bill,  Waldstein  pursued  a  train  of  thoDgl 
precisely  similar,  in  the  gaard-room  of  i 
bridge-tower. 

"  To  what  good  result  can  these  feeliii| 
tend?" — thought  be. — "  Ought  nut  I,  : 
elder,  and  perhaps  the  wiser  of  the  two  (hef 
he  might  have  beeo  mistaken)  to  repress  si 
vain  emotions  in  niy  bosom,  and  seek  to  d 
courage  their  development  in  hers?" 

To  his  companion,  this  long  reverie  was  D 
particularly  amusing;  and  as  if  desirous  1 
break  the  spell,  he  suddenly  rose  from  I 
seat  and  exclaimed — "  It  does  not  seem  ti 
any  thing  will  occur  to-night :  it  is  getti 
late." 

"  I,  at  any  rate,  will  continue  on  the  watch,* 
replied  Waldstein:  "  to  suffer  them  possibljr 
to  incur  danger,  to  no  purpose,  would  indetd  , 
be  grievous."     Even   as  he  spake,  tbe  6ei 
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herald  issned,  as  it  were,  from  oat  the  dark, 
earth,  and  aspired  toward  heaven  —  the 
ahiding-place  of  light. 

The  joung  men  stood  for  one  moment  mo- 
tionless— the  next,  Waldstein  seized  a  steel 
that  lay  by,  and  set  Src  to  some  powder 
placed  before  the  windaw  for  that  purpose. 
The  brief  ilasb  was  directly  swallowed  op  in 
darkness — but  not  before  it  had  been  ob- 
.  served  on  the  castle-bill. 

"  To-morrow,  then,  is  the  day,"  cried 
Leopold,  delightedly: — "  it  is  nearer  than  I 
had  hoped." 

"  It  was  she !"  shouted  Waldslein. 
"  She  1"  echoed  Wulden,  with  a  tone  and 
look  of  mystilication. 

"  It  was  Joanna  herself!" 
"  What !  that  fired  the  rocket  ?    How  do 
you  know  V 

"  I  saw  her  figure  by  the  swifl-flashiog 
light,  aod  conld  not  mistake  it." 

The  friends  now  once  more  repaired  to 
Marshal  Colloredo,  and  having  obtained 
andience,    made    tbeir    report — the    result 
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whereof  was,  tbat  all  the  necessary  ordert 
were  issoed,  and  every  tliiof  in  an  hoar  or 
betokened  preparation.  Albert  aod  Leopold, 
having  attended  to  the  duties  prescribed  to 
them,  sought,  in  brief  repose,  additional 
strength  to  meet  the  impending  conflict. 

As  soon  as  daylight  appeared,  the  fint 
thtindering  of  the  cannon,  which  grew  moi^ 
violent  and  more  constant,  interrapted  th« 
calm  oi' the  clear,  bright  morning.  It  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  Ziskaberg,  where  Coant 
Magnus  de  la  Garde  had  his  post,  and 
lasted  about  an  hoar,  when  suddenly  a  trooft 
of  soldiers  issued  Irom  the  gate  and  galloped 
over  the  bridge,  led  on  by  their  commander, 
and  provided  with  petards,  iron  bars,  and  aB 
instruments  requisite  for  forcing  the  bridge- 
tower,  toward  which  they  directed  their 
movement. 

**  Now  is  the  decisive  moment!"  shouted 
Waldstein,  and  every  one  hastened  to  hu| 
place.  At  the  same  time,  the  bells  of  the 
Old  and  New-Town  sounded  the  alarm,  and. 
every  man  able  to  bear  arms  proceeded  in 
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full  Speed  to  one  of  tbe  ramparts  of  bis  native 
place.  Never  beTore  had  tbe  Swedes  at- 
tacked with  such  impetuosity  and  obstinacy; 
—but  tbe  most  terrific  assault  was  that  uo 
the  side  of  tbe  Old- Town.  Oduwalsky,  who 
had  long  before  learned  that  his  rival  was  BliU 
living,  and  had  caused  the  first  storming  of 
the  Otd-Towu  to  fail,  bad  selected  this  part 
of  tbe  duty ;  while  Waldstein  immediately 
recognised  in  the  Svredish  Colonel  who,  wilb 
haughty  assurance,  galloped  first  over  ihe 
bridge,  and  directed  tlie  attack  with  equal 
judgment  and  elTect,  the  very  man  whose  life 
he  had  lately  saved  on  tbe  Hradschin.  Thiii 
recugnilion  served  only  to  increase  his  spirits 
and  zeal.  The  struggle  was  long  and  obsti- 
nate; red-hot  balls  were  thrown  into  the 
town,  and  set  fire  to  it  in  several  parts.  But 
(bo  inhabitants,  regardless  of  tbe  destruction 
that  threatened  ibeir  property,  willingly 
placed  it  in  the  care  of  the  Jews,  who  were 
«'mployed  in  extinguishing  the  flames,  and 
(to  their  honor  be  it  mentioned)  performed 
tbcir  duty  willingly  and  fearlessly. 
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The  combat,  in  diSereat  places,  bad  la&tcdfl 
several  hours.     Many  of  the  Swcilisb  trooptJ 
fell  before  ihe  wails  of  the  New- Town  ; 
a  still  greater  quantity,  in  proportioa  to  I 
ioferior  number  of   the   besieged,    had   met  ' 
their  death  at  iho  bridge- tower,  which  tbej 
found  it  impossible  to  carry,  and  where  the 
students,   under  the  command  of  Waldsletn 
and  Wuldeo,  kept  up  such  an  effective  Gie 
from  the  intrenchmeuts  and  baltlemeots.  that 
Odowalsky,  after  haviag  been  slightly  grazed 
by  a  bullet   on   the   knee,  and   seeing   the 
greatest  pait  of  bis  troops  either  dead  oiJ 
wonnded  around  him,  at  length  gave  sigul I 
for  retreat. 

Burning  with  rage  and  shame,  andexasp*- J 
rated  by  the  pain  of  his  wound,  he  led  bill 
troops  back  through  Bridge  Street,  and  bar- 1 
ing  inspected  the  residue,  and  ordered  then  I 
to  their  barracks,  he  submitted  to  the  investi- 1 
gation  of  his  hurt,  and  for  that  purpose  pro-  J 
ceeded  to  the  house  of  Waldstein,  which  he  1 
had  not  only  looked  upon  as  his  occasional  ] 
residence  in  town,  but  as  his  contingent  pr»  J 
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perty,— .and  bit  his  lips  from  mortification  when 
be  was  compelled  to  enter  it  lo-day  with 
Winter  hopus  than  ever  of  nUimate  posses- 
sion. What  was  most  vexatious  to  him  was 
the  idea,  that  both  his  strength  and  skill  had 
been  exerted  in  vain  on  the  resistance  op- 
posed by  raw  and  unexperienced  youths,  and 
their  commander,  who  had  thus  a  second 
time  frustrated  his  plans.  The  circumstance 
that  this  commander  had  once  saved  his  life 
sharpened  the  bitter  sting,  and  produced  in 
bim  a  temper  ol'  mind  quite  intolerable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  sullen  thoughts,  he 
was  interrupted  by  Ihe  arrival  of  Colonel 
Coppy,  who  likewisi.'  returned  from  his  un- 
successful enterprise — the  storming  of  the 
Spittel-gate,  where  lie  bad  been  posted 
with  his  regiment  under  the  command  of 
Connt  de  la  Garde.  The  two  comrades  ex- 
changed unpleasant  reports,  with  these  ad- 
vantages on  Coppy 's  side, — that  he  was  by 
far  the  moat  good-natured  of  the  two — did 
not  feel  quite  so  irritated,  (the  plan  not  bav- 
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iog  emanated  IVoni  him,)  and  had  escaped  with 
a  whole  skin. 

They  talked  over  the  different  circum^ 
stances  that  bad  distingoished  the  conflict, 
and  expatiated  on  the  singularity  ut'the  fail- 
ure of  their  expedition.  Odowalsky,  oo 
castiDg  about  in  his  mind  lor  the  cause  of 
this  failure,  expressed  bis  liroi  coavic(ioii< 
that  treachery  had  set  the  Eohemiaas  on  th&f 
guard,  and  induced  them  to  streogthen  tbc 
previously-neglected  post  of  the  bridj 
tower, 

"Likely  enough,  i' faith,"  answered  tii 
bluff  old  soldier.—"  And  now  you  spe 
treachery,  itreminds  me  of  a  curious  oircanK 
stance  which  I  heard  to-day." 

"What  is  thatf"  inquired  Odowalsky, 
eagerly. 

"  An  officer  in  De  la  Garde's  regiment' 
told  me,  that  he  saw,  from  the  Ziskaberg, 
where  he  had  been  visiting  a  friend,  a  rocket 
rise  opposite  the  Old-Town." 

"  And  did  he  not  report  upon  it,  or  take 
steps  to  discover  its  meaning  T' 
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"He  reported  it;  but  as  nothing  more 
was  heard  of  the  matter.  General  Wiirtem- 
berg,  to  whom  the  fact  was  msde  known, 
deemed  it  aimecessary  to  take  any  further 
notice  of  it,  thiukiag  probably  that  it  was 
«ome  school-boys  amusing  themselves," 

"  The  dolt!"  muttered  Odowalsky ;  and 
lie  continued;  "If  others  neglect  their  doty, 
I  will  not  mine. — We  will  find  whu  dis- 
charged this  rocket,  depend  on  it." — Then, 
after  a  brief  pause,  during  wbich  he  appeared 
lost  in  thought,  he  abruptly  added — "  Wald- 
stein  is  commander  of  the  bridge-tower, 
this  bouse  is  his,  and  the  people  adore  him. 
The  treachery  has  originated  here!" 

Ue  then  rose,  and  prepared,  leaning  on 
one  of  his  people— for  walking  was  trouble- 
some to  him  on  account  of  his  wonnd — to 
mount  the  Hradschin,  and  make  his  report 
to  Connt  Kdnigsmark, — a  duty  which  he  had 
scarce  ever  performed  with  so  much  reluc- 
tance. 

The  interview  was   long,  and   marked  by 
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tbose  feelings  of  suspicion  on  the  one  side 
and  aversion  on  tbe  other,  which  every  daj 
^rew  stronger,  and  were  softened  on  tltt 
Generai's  part  by  policy  alone,  and  i 
Colonel's  by  military  discipline. — Odowalsl; 
dwelt  with  considerable  force  on  the  circoi 
stance  tbat  bad  been  commiiDicated  to  bin 
respecting  tbe  rocket,  and  Kooigamark  a 
peared  to  consider  it  worthy  of  deep  atteri 
tioQ.  He  praised  tbe  zeal  expressed  I 
Odowaiaky  to  discover  the  parlies  impi 
cated  in  firing  it,  and  assured  bim  of  his  o 
co-operation  to  that  elTect. 

Od  leaving  head- quarters,  tbe  Col<n 
found  tbe  irritation  arising  from  bis  hoi 
too  great  to  admit  of  his  walking  furthec 
and  a  litter  having  been  provided,  be  i 
mated  his  desire  to  be  conveyed  across  tl 
Moldavia  to  Troy. 

Helen  was  already  informed  of  the  d 
cessful  result  of  the  affair;  she  h 
tbat  Odowalsky  had   been  wounded,  tbou^ 
■o  slightly,  as  to  have  returned  to  the  Hrad- 
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schin  OD  foot.  Sbe  therefore  anticipated  liis 
arrival  wilh  mingled  feelings  of  joy  at  bis 
preservation  and  annoyance  at  the  failure  of 
the  undertaLing',  from  the  success  whereof 
she  had  expected  so  much.  She  knew,  too, 
tliat  this  failure  would,  according  to  CDstoui, 
exasperate  the  Colonel's  temper,  and  lead 
him  to  nreak  his  spleen  on  all  aroand  bim. 
She  had  hoped,  that  he  would  send  a  mes- 
senger, with  a  more  exact  account :  bat  in- 
stead of  a  messengier,  she  descried,  from  the 
eastle  nindow,  (which  commanded  a  view  of 
the  Moldavia,  and  whereat  sbe  had  remained 
-almost  the  whole  afternoon,)  a  boat  vitb  a 
litler.  and  manned  by  the  attendants  of 
Odowalsky.  Her  knees  almost  refased  their 
office  as  she  hurried  down  the  steps  and 
.through  the  garden,  in  order  lo  reach  the 
banks  of  the  river  as  quickly  as  her  tremb- 
ling liiuhs  would  permit.  What  frightful 
.images  did  her  foreboding  fancy  picture! 
— Odowalsky  severely  wounded,  dying,  de- 
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siroDS  or  bidding  her  farewell  with  bis  latest 
breath ! 

She   bad   just    reached   the   garden-gale, 

llwben  her  lover,  supported,  it  is  true,  by  two 

tif  his  people,   but  otherwise  looking  io  good 

health,  met  her.     "  Thank  God  !"  cried  she, 

'  my   fears   exaggerated    the    reality." — - 

I  They  exchanged  greetings,   aud    Odowal^j 

j  -explained  the  nature  of  his  hurt. 

Arrived  io  the  drawing-room  of  the  castle, 
,'theCoIouel  ^^eated  himsell',  dismissed  his  al- 
'tendants,  aud  calling  Helen  to  him,  affec- 
■titmately  pressed  her  to  his  bosom.  "  H^ 
let  me  rest!"  cried  he:  "  With  the  excey- 
'tion  ut'  yourself,  the  whole  human  race 
iborn  to  torment  me,  and  by  their  stupidity 
Mknavery  to  frustrate  my  best  designs  !" 

Helen  strove  by  tender  assiduities  to  calm 
[  ■  the  manifest  pertu  rbation  of  her  lover's  tnind, 
and  by  the  provision  of  every  requisite  com- 
forl  to  deaden  his  sense  of  bodily  pain,  wbicb 
vas  occasionally  acute.  She  listened  in  si- 
lence to  his  vociferous  complaints  of  Coppj, 
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Kbnigtmark  and  others,  and  even  repressed 
the  somewhat  andefinable  emotions  that 
sprung  up  in  her  wajward  breast  when 
OdowaUky  poured  forth  a  string  of  invec- 
ti¥es  against  Waidsteiny  the  Tory  bitter- 
ness of  which  tended  to  prove  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  displayed  by  that  noble 
\outh. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


The  parts  of  Prague  unoccupied 
enemy,  exhibited,  after  tbe  battle,  a  very  d 
fcreut  picture.     Instead    of  disconteat  i 
mutual  distrust,  which  reigued  id  the   faea^ 
quarters  or  tlic  Swedes  and  their  adherent 
every  heart  on  the  other  side  of  the  Moldavi? 
felt  gay  and  confident.     Tbe  repeated  storm- 
ing bad  been  bravely  repulsed;  the  courage 
and  resolation  of  the  garrison,  as  well  G 
tbe  inhabitants,  bad  stood  a  severe  trial; 
the  loss  of  tbe  enemy  had  been  so  ^eat,  as  fl 
make  a  long  interval  of  rest  more  than  prtf 
bable — perhaps  until  tbe  town  was   relievej 
an  event  to  be  shortly  expected,  since,  in  tl 
first  place,  Colonel  Oolz  was  collecting  ti 
in  tbe  Circle  of  Bud  weis;  and  in  tbenext,ti 
coQclnsioD  of  peace  could  not  be   at  any  ve^ 
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great  distance.  Tbe  Swedes  bad  even  asked 
for  an  armistice,  to  eoable  them  to  carry  off 
their  wounded  from  before  the  bridge  and 
TBinparts,  and  to  bury  their  dead,  to  which 
Count  CoUoredo  wiiliugly  consented;  for  in 
the  town,  also,  similar  duties  were  to  be  per- 
formed, although  to  a  less  extent. 

And  here  again  Father  Plachy  showed 
liimself  active,  in  another  way.  Scarcely  had 
he  unbuckled  his  sword,  and  taken  off  his 
casque,  ere,  as  the  pious  priest,  he  stood  at 
the  bed-side  of  the  wounded,  (particularly  of 
tbe  corps  of  students,)  anxiously  taking  care 
of  those  whose  cases  admitted  hope  of  re- 
covery, and  soothing  the  deatb-bed  of  such 
as  were  given  over,  by  prayer  and  consolation. 
But  nothing  contributed  more  to  his  happi- 
ness than  the  gallant  conduct  of  his  former 
pupil,  and  the  praise  bestowed  on  bim  by  the 
officers,  and  even  by  Field-Marshal  Colloredo 
bimaelf.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  had  ful- 
filled those  eacred  duties,  he  hastened  la 
>Valdstein,  whom  he  Jound  with  his  iriend 
Wulden,  talking   over    the    labours  of    the 
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day.  Albert,  at  sight  of  the  worthy  eccle- 
aiaslic,  raa  toward  hini,  pressed  his  hand,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  it  to  bis  lips,  declariog, 
in  answer  1o  the  Father's  encomiums,  that  all 
he  bad  becQ  able  to  achieve  on  thi^  orauj 
other  day,  resulted  solely  from  the  counsels  of 
that  excellent  man,  whom  he  considered  aat 
^  'Kcood  father. 

'  God  bless  you.  my  child  1"  said  Plachf, 
■  t&ucb  affected,  "  and  grant  that  yon  ma* 
fite^nlate  the  fair  fame  or  your  princely  re- 
I  lative !" 

'I  he  three  friends  sat  down  to  take  some 
Loecessary  relVeshiiicnt,  and   to    "  Ggfat  their 
I  battles  o'er  again"   in  cheerl'ul  converse.— 
^'I'be  subject  wus  enlivening,  and  $o  waa  ibe 
kicheer;  and  even  "Waldstein's  spirits  rose  lo 
■  joyous  mood. — Tliere  was  ooe  reSectioo, 
however,  which  se«med  to  chock  the  exuber- 
ance of  his  mirth,  and  restore  in   his  bosom 
the    habitual  sway  of  anxious   thought:    it 
was  connected  with  the  danger  that  bad  poi- 
■ibly  accrued  to  Bertram  and  Joanna,  in  coo- 
■eqoencc  of  their  agency  with  respect  to  tha 
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rocket  He  had,  as  may  be  JmagiDed,  beard 
nothing  since,  either  of  or  from  them ;  and 
was  fearful  lest  their  patriotic  underlakiog; 
might  have  subjected  them  to  the  persecu- 
tion of  an  enniged  enemy. 

Nor  was  this  apprehensiou  groDiidiess, — 
Odowalaky  loudly  and  publicly  insisting  od 
an  inquiry,  Kbnigsmark  vas  induced  to  ap- 
point a  committee  fur  the  investigation  of 
the  alfair,  of  which  committee  Odowalskj 
vras  himself  constituted  a  member. — ^Tbe  rea- 
son assigned  for  (his  stejp  was,  the  safety  of 
the  Swedish  urmy,  and  the  punishment  of 
any  who  had  durcd  (even  I'rom  a  wish  to 
serve  their  fellow-citizens)  to  hatch  treason- 
able projects  against  it:  —  but  it  was  in 
reality  subservient  to  Odowalsky's  ansious 
desire  to  be  revenged  od  the  betrayer  of  his 
individual  scheme,  as  well  as  on  Waldstein, 
who  became  more  hiitefal  to  him  every  day, 
and  whom  he  hoped  to  mortify  by  the  punish- 
ment of  one  of  his  must  faithful  dependents — 
for  bis  natural  sagacity  bad  at  unce  fixed  on 
Bertram  as  the  delinquent. 
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Kbmgsmark,  disgusted  with  all  tbes«  pro- 
ceedings, and  who  i>es)des  could  imt,  Bfler 
his  late  loss,  lake  any  decisive  slep  witboofc 
fresb  soceovr,  took  advantage  of  tbe  sfadit> 
interval  of  the  armistice,  to  compliment  npoo 
his  arrival  in  Leipsic,  the  Connt  Palatine 
Charles  Gastavas,  to  whom  Qoeen  Chris- 
ttsna  had  confided  the  command  of  her  vrhoi 
army.  This  Prince  had  entered  Germanj'^^ 
bringing  with  him  a  considerable  reinfon 
meat  Trora  Sveden,  and  was  on  the  point 
marching  his  troops  into  Bohemia,  for 
redaction  of  Prague.  Kiinigsmark  therefoi 
naming  Count  Magnus  de  la  Garde  presKi 
dent  of  this  commission,  set  out  for  Saxony; 
and  Odowahky  viewed  his  departnre  witi 
very  mixed  feelings;  for  although  the  Gene- 
ral's absence  gave  him  greater  scope  in  tb« 
[iroBccutiun  of  his  inquiry,  he  was,  on  tm 
other  hand,  apprehensive  lest  Kiinigsmait 
might  prejudice  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  Connt 
I'lilutiue,  on  whom  he  built  his  hopes  of  pro- 
motion. 

Nothing    came    to   light   for   some   timfri 
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res  peeling  the  supposed  signal.  Bertram 
etoQtly  deoied  every  thing  i  the  other  men 
aboat  the  bouse  really  knew  nothing  of  the 
affair;  and  no  one  suspected  Joanna.  An- 
other method  was  now  therefore  taken,  by 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  person  from 
the  Government  castle  might  have  been  on 
that  spot  at  the  time  coiDciding  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  Swedish  officer  who  had  noticed 
the  signal. 

And  here,  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
every  member  of  the  court,  the  course  of  the 
examination  brought  before  them  a  person 
whose  rank,  birth,  and  character  differed 
widely  from  those  of  any  one  hitherto  scruti- 
nised. This  was  Count  Martinits,  Gover- 
nor-General of  Bohemia,  the  tirst  person 
in  the  kingdom,  and  representative  of  the 
sovereign.  He  had  been  walking  that  even- 
ing— on  this  point  all  accounts  agreed — 
quite  alone,  on  that  part  of  the  castle-hill. 
Uis  hatred  to  the  Swedes,  and  to  the  creed 
which  they  supported  in  Germany,  was  well 
known;  whilst  his  high  station,  and  the  nni- 
f2 
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versa!  attacbment  of  the  people,  might  well 
place  it  in  his  power  to  obtain  secret  iuformv 
tioD  of  every  thing  going  on  both  in  PngM 
aod  with  the  besieging  army.  Tbua,  all  tbin^ 
taken  inta  consideratioD,  the  probability  d 
hiH  being  ihe  calprit  amoanted  nearly  tot 
certainty.  Count  de  la  Garde  was  mafll 
inclined  to  pnt  an  end  to  an  inquiry  ' 
could  now  lead  to  none  but  patoful  resoltc 
for,  what  measures  could  be  adopted,  in  can 
uf  conviction,  against  a  man  of  the  govei^ 
nor's  powerful  connectiuns  and  of  sucb  aa 
advanced  age,  (he  being  nearly  seventy.)  ihtt 
would  not  be  extremely  odious,  and,  poss^ 
biy,  in  the  event,  disastrous  to  the  Swec 
themselves  f  Thus  argued  De  la  Garde,  i 
the  majority  of  thecourt  concurred  with  htiR 
in  opinion.  Odowalsky,  however,  ro 
fury,  and  maintaioed  ia  an  energetic  speech, 
which  derived  additional  influence  from  hi* 
commanding  person  and  melodious  voioe^ 
thai,  far  from  fearing  to  create  discontent 
among  Ihe  iuhabitaats  by  having  reconrse  to 
severe  measures,  they  should  remember  that 


WALDSTEIN.  101 

it  vas  these  severe  measures  only  which 
could  ensur-e  Ihe  safety  of  the  Swedish  troops 
io  the  middle  of  a  people  addicted  to  sedi- 
tion and  rebellion. — "  Nothing  but  thepriu- 
oiple  of  ia  timid  alien  can  preserve  as,"  said 
be  in  conclusion,  "  and  these  Boliemians  must 
tremble  at  us,  if  they  are  not  to  despUe, 
or  revolt  against  us." — The  votes  of  the  offi- 
c«s  began  to  be  divided.  Ooe  part  adhered 
to  their  former  opinion,  and  wished  to  s>up- 
press  the  inquiry ;  whilst  the  other,  and  by 
far  the  most  numerous,  were  induced  by 
Odowalsky's  speech,  to  insist  upon  instituting 
criminal  proceedings  against  the  Governor- 
General. 

All  that  the  President  of  the  Commission 
could  obtain,  was  authority  to  interrogate 
Count  Martinilz  at  his  own  apartments  in  the 
castle,  rather  than  summon  him  before  the 
military  tribunal;  and  hoping  to  receive  I'nll 
exculpation  from  the  venerable  old  man,  he 
proceeded,  though  reluctantly,  to  fulfil  his 
jnjuion. 

CoBDt  Uartioitz  received   De   la  Garde 


102 


WALDSTBIN. 


with  politeness  and  urbacity:  bat  when  tti 
latter  went  on  to  explain  the  purport  of  h 
visit,  the  CoUDt,  like  an  old  tactician, 
into  silence  and  dogged  reserve. — He  koei 
polhing  of  tlie  aBair:  he  had  neither  seen  tU 
rocket  nor  the  person  who  fired  it;  andil 
conclusion,  begged  to  be  excused 
answering  such  inquisitorial  questions,  whicl 
he  regarded  as  oQensIve  to  his  self-respefl 
and  dignity. 

De  la  Garde  pursued  his  way  back  to  I 
hall  of  inquiry  with  no  pleasurable  feeling) 
He  reported  the  denial  of  the  Governor,  i 
urged  the  indelicacy  of  sabjecling  that  nobt 
man  to  any  further  scrutiny — suggesting  tld 
it  would  be  better  to  follow  up  their  investi 
gation  in  some  other  quarter. — ^This  propi 
was,  however,  vigorously  contested  by  Odd 
walsky  and   his  parly;  and   De   la   Gard<l^ 
overpowered  by  a  majority  of  votes,  was  4 
length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  arrang< 
oi'  Count  Martinitz  being  confined,  as  a  cldi 
prisoner,  to  his  own  room,  until  he  shoal 
feel  disposed  to  be  more  explicit.     The  o 
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Governor-General  submitted  to  this  fresb  in- 
salt  with  digaiGed  composure,  and  struggled 
manfully  with  his  rising  indignation  when  ap- 
prised that  even  the  Countess,  his  wife,  could 
not  be  sniTered  to  hold  intercourse  with  him 
noless  in  presence  of  a  Swedish  officer. 

The  news  of  the  Governor's  arrest  spread 
tbroQgh  the  Kleinseite,  and  was  productive  of 
the  greatest  alarm.  The  proceedings  of  the 
investigating  committee  had  previously  been 
little  regarded,  and  their  purport  scarcely  un- 
derstood. Now,  however,  they  were  adverted 
to,  and  watched,  with  interest  and  apprehen- 
sion. Exaggerated  rumours,  as  is  usual  in 
■ach  circumstances,  flew  around;  and  a  re- 
port quickly  penetrated,  among  other  quar* 
ters,  into  the  Waldstein  palace,  that  the  life  of 
the  honourable  man  was  in  imminent  danger. 

"  My  dear  father!"  cried  Joanna,  as  soon 
as  the  friend  who  brought  this  intelligence 
bad  left  the  room  :  "  My  dear  father  !  I  nei- 
ther can  nor  will  be  silent  any  lunger.  The 
life  of  Count  Martinitz  is  threatened  hy  these 
diabolical  Swedes,  because  he  is  considered. 
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it  seems,  the  aatiior  of  that  Mgoa],  &ad  1 
head  of  a  cunapiracy  agaiost  tbe  lives  of  I 
Swedish  garrison.  As  to  the  second  accfr 
sation,  I  know  not  liow  far  it  may  be  true,  al- 
though it  appears  to  me,  upon  the  whole, 
quite  improbable ;  but,  from  the  former,  be 
must  be  cleared." 

"  Joanua '."  exclaimed  Bertram,  mucb 
alarmed,  "  What  are  you  thlaking  of!  Do 
you  wish  us  to  become  our  own  accosers  I" 

"  You,  father,"  replied  she,  cBlmly,   ' 
not  implicated  in  this  matter.     1  am  the  d 
linquent;  anditis,  therefore,  but  just - 

"  O  God !"    cried  the  old  man,  in  anguiab 
"  You  will  destroy  yourself  without  i 
him !" 

"  Why,  surely,  were  I  to  come  forward  aai 
admit  that  it  was  I " 

"  They  will  not  believe  you ;  you  will  fOB 
youitteir,  and  me  too,  without  being  of  a 
use  to  the  Governor." 

"  Be  at  peace,  father, — at  least  as  far  i 
regards  yourself.     I  have  long  considered  tbul 
matter;  indeed,  ever  since  I  heard  this  i 
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quiry  was  pending.  It  was  I  alone  who  ori- 
ginally exiorted  the  secret  from  these  Swe- 
dish monsters ;  I  alone  gave  the  signal.  You 
were  a  prisoner  at  the  time,  and  they  dure 
not  touch  a  hair  of  your  head! — and,  as  to 
me,  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  they  would 
proceed  to  extremities.  Their  object  is  to 
intimidate,  not  to  be  gratuitously  cruel  1" 

Joanna  did  all  in  her  puwer  to  re-assure  iier 
father;  but,  in  truth,  hex  position  was  of  a 
most  difficult  and  delicate  oature.  She  would 
fain  have  taken  the  contemplated  step  with- 
out Bertram's  knowledge;  but  she  dreaded 
his  subsequent  iuterference,  iu  that  case.  She 
endeavoured  to  make  him  feel  that,  sooner  or 
later,  the  truth  must  come  to  light,  as  the 
Swedes  would  never  rest  till  Ihoy  had  sifted 
(he  matter  to  the  bottom;  she  represented  tu 
him  how  nobly  fba  Count  had  behaved,  pre- 
ferring the  exposure  of  bis  own  person  to  un- 
worthy and  rigorous  treatment,  rather  than 
betray  a  girl  unknown  to  him,  whom  he  had 
delected  in  a  clandestine  net ;  and  that  there- 
fore, BOW  his  liberty  and  hononr  were  threat- 
f3 
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ened,  it  became  imperative  on  her  to  take  thff  | 
blamo  upon  herself. 

She,  at  length,  succeeded  in  inducing  h 
father  to  concur  with  ber  in  opinion  thns  faAa 
But  she  (bund  It  much  more  difficult  to  prt 
vent  him  from  participating  in  her  confession 
Bertram  tenderly   loved  his  daughter;   : 
the  idea  even  of  dying  with  her  appeared  U 
aSlicting,  than  that  of  seeing  her  exposed  li 
danger  in  which  he  bad  no  share.     Nolwith^' 
standing,  the  girl  found  sufficient  address  to 
quiet  her  father's  anxious  solicitude  on  tfaii 
paint  also,- — persuading  him,  that  the  actitwi 
ol'a  woman  were  far  less  liliely  to  be  visited 
with  severity  thaa  those  ofaman  ;  and  dwelk^ 
ing   on   the  high  and   amiable   character  ^4 
Count  de  la  Garde,  whom  all — even  tbe  ii 
bitants  of  the  Kleiuseite, — united  in  praisiiH 
forjastice  and  humanity. 

Having  thus  wrung  from  the  poor  old  i 
his  slow  consent,  and  solemn  promise  of  i 
staiuing   from    interference,   the    Bo  hen 
maiden,    simply  and  modestly  dressed,  i 
attended  only  by  a  female  servant,  ascended 
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with  ft  sorrowful  heart,  but  firm  resolve,  the 
oaatle  steps,  timidly  approached  the  Swedish 
sentries,  and  requested  an  audience  of  the 
Count  de  ta  Garde,  as  a.  citizen's  daughter 
from  the  Kleinseitc.  who  bad  some  important 
CO nununi cation  to  make  to  him  respecting  the 
ngnal  given  to  the  enem;  on  Ibe  eve  of  the 
storming  of  the  bridge-tower. 

She  was  soon  admitted,  and  entered,  co- 
vered with  blushes;  for  there  vere  a  great 
number  of  officers  with  the  Count,  and  tlie 
eyes  of  all  were  turned  upon  her.  She 
paused  a  moment,  and  the  striking  beauty  as 
veil  as  innocence  of  ber  appearance  induced 
Dela  Garde  to  advance  a  tew  steps,  and  sug- 
^  gest  her  adjourning  into  another  room,  where, 
.  finding  herself  alone  with  the  noble  Swede, 
■he  summoQed  all  her  strength  of  mind,  aud 
said —  "  I  have  been  infarmed,  Sir,  that  an 
inquiry  has  been  set  on  foot  against  His  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  who  is  accused  of 
I  having  fired  that  rocket  which,  in  the  Swedish 
head-quarters,  has  been  regarded  as  a  signal 
given  their  enemy." 
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"  Yoa  are  right,"  answered  De  la  Garde, 
courteously ; — "  Have  you  any  further  details 
to  commuDicate  V 

"  I  haye,"  replied  she,  "  and  if  you, 
will  pledge  your  word  that  Count  MartiniU 
shall   be  restored  to  liberty,  and   no  IoDg«(l 
eKposed  to  trouble  and  vexation,  when  yoj^fl 
know  the  guilty  person,  I  will  disclose  thai  J 
person." 

"  You  !■• 

"  Will  you  give  me  your  promise?" 

"  Yes,  provided  the  Count  cao  be  ful^ 
exculpated." 

"  He  can,  most  fully  and  unreservedly .- 
It  was  /who  fired  the  rocket." 

"  And  do  you  tell  me  this  yourself?" 

"  I  cantiot  endure  to  see  an  innocent  mau 
and  one  so  universally  respected,  sufferiuf  foE 
an  action  of  my  own,  and  of  which,  I  candidly 
confess,  1  am  proud." 

De  la  Garde  looked  at  Joanna  with  astoi 
ishment.  "  Who  are  you,  young  woman  T 
asked  he. 

She  told  him  her  name,  and  explained,  ; 
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addition,  the  circnmstances  wliich  had  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied  the  discharge  of  the 
rocket,  carefully  suppressing,  however,  her 
encounter  with  Martinitz.  Her  fatlier'a  ex- 
pedition also  to  Waldstein,  in  disguise,  to 
apprise  him  generally  of  the  Swedish  scheme, 
the  appropriated  to  herself; — and  ended,  after 
exciting  at  once  the  astonishment  and  incre- 
dulity of  her  auditor.  He  listened  to  her 
with  deep  attention,  but  duubted  while  be 
listened,  and  when  she  bad  concluded,  told 
her  aa  much. — Joanna  persisted,  however,  in 
her  confession;  and  when  De  la  Garde 
pointed  out  tlie  evil  consequences  which 
might,  and  most  probably  would,  be  entailed 
on  ber  thereby,  she  shuddered,  but  continaed 
6nti.  At  length,  Dc  la  Garde,  aller  looking 
at  her  for  awhile  with  great  interest,  said: 
"  After  what  has  passed  between  us,  I  can- 
not allow  you  to  be  at  large ;  at  the  same 
lime  I  do  not  wish,  for  the  present,  to  avail 
myself  of  your  voluntary  impeachment,  A 
commodious  room  shall  be  assigned  yon, 
where  I  beg  you  to  reflect  upon  what  I  have 
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said ;  and  if  you  shall  find,  tbiit 
sity,  or  whatever  other  motive  i 
duced  you  thus  lo  screen  Count 
your  own  expense,  has  carried 
renaember,  it  is  Count  de  la  Ga 
heard  your  confession,  and  not  1 
of  the  committee," 

Joanna  made  ber  obeisance,  a 
out  emotion,  thanked  the  Counl 
door: — but  not  a  word  did  she 
beg'ging  that  her  father  might  be 
what  had  happened  ;  and  then  ' 
lowed  a  servant,  who  was  ord 
Count  to  conduct  her  to  an  aparl 
by  himself. — Here,  in  the  solitut 
&ned  room,  which,  though  tolera! 
convenient,  only  received  its  ligh 
grated  window,  tlie  possible  con 
her  step  began  gradually  to  unfoh 
At  times,  indeed,  utiused  tostroi 
doubted  that  she  had  gone  too  fa 
tured  to  herself  her  father's  sorn 
anxiety  of  Waldslein,  were  he  to 
situation ;  and  yet,  strange,  to  saj 
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thought  served  in  some  degree  to  comfort 
her.  It  was  for  his  sake  she  had  nm  so  great 
a  risk ;  and  she  knew  him  too  well,  not  to  fi^el 
assnredy  that  be  would  approve  of  the  course 
she  had  taken^  and  be  convinced  she  ought 
not,  under  all  circumstances^  to  have  acted 
otherwise.  Thus  did  she  endeavour  to  soothe 
her  excited  feelings,  and  ultimately  awaited 
ber  fate  with  composure  and  resignation. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


A. 

LeipsIc,  by  the  presence  of  the  CouBfc 
PalatiDe,  was  rendered  very  gay  and  brilliaatta 
To  spite  of  the  distresses  of  war,  id  spite  o 
the  still  visible  devaalaliODS  occasioned  by  ao'i 
many  battles  fought  in  the  aeighbuurhvod,  ths] 
industry  and  activity  of  the  iuhaLitants  had  iib 
a  ^rcat  measure  restored  comfort  and  goodf 
order;  and  the  arrival  of  i'riooe  Gustavtu 
(the  future  King  of  Sweden)  was  celebrated* 
with  great  splendour:  the  bells  rang  merrily,j 
and  the  thunder  of  cuDuon  announced  tlioq 
yonthful  hero's  entrance  into  Leipsic,  wher&j 
several  officers  of  rank  (and  amongst  othen. 
Kunigsmark)  awaited  him. 

At  the  town  ball,  a  magnificent  entertaio- 
mcnt    was  prepared  for  tlte  Piinoe  and  all 
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the  officers  of  his  staff;  and  it  seemed  as  if 
Bitnilarity  ot'religioas  worship,  and  the  hopes, 
which,  in  this  respect,  the  Protestant  party 
had  formed  from  their  alliance  with  the 
Swedes,  had  induced  them  to  forget  all  the 
hardships  they  had  suffered  for  several  years 
from  this  very  army. 

Kbnigsmark  availed  himself  of  the  first 
leisure  moment,  on  the  following  day.  to 
eommtiaicate  to  the  Prince  the  real  situation 
of  things  before  Prague,  and  the  reduced  state 
of  bis  army,  owing  to  their  repeated  fruitless 
attacks,  as  well  as  to  the  sallies  of  the  be- 
sieged;— and,  finally,  he  consulted  with  the 
Prince  on  the  measures  necessary  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  get  possession  of  the 
whole  town.  Gustavus  did  not  feel  at  first 
disposed  to  proceed  to  Bohemia  with  the 
entire  force  that  Christiana  had  placed  under 
hJs  command,  dusirons  rather  to  direct  his 
march  toward  Bavaria,  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  General  Wrangel;  and  only  to 
•end  a  detachment  of  his  army  to  Bohemia. 
But  the  reasons  urged  by  Kbnigsmark,  who 
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represented  to  bim  the  vital  importance  of 

the  capture  of  Praguct  at  last  prevailed,  and 

the  Count  Palatine  resolved  to  commence  hii, 

[  military  career  in  a  brilliant  tnanner,  by  ifaffj 

I  Tcduction  of  a  place  of  so  much  consequeneas^i 

I  It  was  therefore  decided,  that  the  Prino^l 

with  his  troops,   should  protract    their   itf' 

partare  from  Leipsic  awhile  longer,  in  order 

to  await  the  junction  of  several  regiments  thit 

had  been  collected  in  Westphalia,  and 

f  proceed  by  forced  marches  to  the  Bobei 

}  capital. 

Odowalsky,  who  had  positive  orders  from 
*  Kbaigsoiark  not  to  leave  Prague,   but  who 
Deverlheless  contrived,  through  the  medinin 
of  certain   friends,    to  make    interest   with 
Gnstavus,  bad   by  Ibis  means,   at  the  same 
'  time  that  he  looked   forward  with  malicioDi 
r  Satisfaction  to  the  punishment  of  Joanna,  re- 
'  eeived  the  promise  of  being  promoted  on  the 
first  vacancy  to  the  rank  of  General.     For 
the  6rBt  time  during  a  long  period,   he  ex- 
perienced  unmingled   satisfaction;    and  hit 
sanguine  temperament,  ever  tending-  to  ex- 
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aggeration,  led  him  to  feel  certain  of  the  ulti- 
mate accomplish  meet  of  all  his  views. 

In  this  spirit,  he  repaired  to  Troy ;  where, 
witbont  first  waiting  on  Helen,  he  requested 
an  andience  of  the  Baron,  and  in  due  form 
demanded  the  hand  of  his  niece,  adding  that 
be  was  in  hopes  of  wedding  her  in  the  cha- 
ranter  of  a  general. 

The  Baron  had  by  degrees  become  more 
accustomed  to  Odowalsky,  or  Streitberg,  as 
lie  was  there  addressed :  and  perceiving  the 
decided  sentiments  of  the  young  lady, — ■ 
thinking,  too,  that  the  conclusion  of  peace 
vonid  soon  make  them  all  friends, — and 
possibly  somewhat  proud  at  the  idea  of  an 
alliance  with  an  influential  Swedish  officer, 
— his  original  strong  prepossessions  had  be- 
gun to  give  way.  Daily  intercourse,  like- 
wise, with  this  sensible  and  experienced, 
though  irritable  soldier,  had  done  a  good 
deal  toward  solYcniug  the  Baron's  prejudices. 
It  afforded  him  amusemeot  in  his  country 
tude;  and  thus  the  event  which  he  at 
I  regarded  as  intolerable  became  grada- 
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ally  looked  upon  al  most  as  a  matter  of  com 

The  Colonel's  proposal,    therefore,  wa 

,  beived  at  all  events  with  complacencj 

the  BaroD  answered,  that  provided  his  ni 

and  her  mother  were  friendly  to  the  anil 

his  owD  consent  should  not  be  withheld. 

Helen  was  accordingly  summoned, — SU 

I  iras  surprised  to  find   Odowalsky  with  btlt. 

k  tncle,   without  her  having   previously  seM 

I  %im;  and  this  surprise  was  increased,  wh«i 

the  purpose  of  his  visit  was  communicate^ 

iind   Odowalsky,    with   dignified    politenM^ 

in  the  presence  of  the  Baron,  demanded  tha 

,  boQor  of  her  hand.    While  smiles  and  bliisbea 

I  Increased  her  heaaty,  she  gave  consent ;  and 

L  "tiie  tenderness  wherewith  her  lover  pressed 

Llier  to  his  heart, — his  features  quivering  wilb 

k'cBDotion,  gave  him  a  higher  claim  to  the  es- 

[  teem  of  the  Baron,   while  Helen   was  fairlj 

\  ^enchanted.      The    aunt    aud    mother    now 

[  joined  the  family  council.    The  former  wa> 

'  still  prejudiced  against  the  Colonel;  for,  wilh 

a    true   woman's    pertinacity,    she    did    not 

forget  the  hopes  she  had  entertained  of  her 
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eonatii  WaldsteiD  being  the  object  of  Helen's 
choice.  She  cuuM  not,  however,  under  the 
ci re uiD stances,  refuse  her  Ganclion;  and,  as 
for  Madame  Berka,  bcrselt'a  Protestaot,  the 
thought  of  her  daughter's  union  with  a  ge- 
neral-elect of  the  all-powerful  Swedes,  gave 
birth  to  many  feelings  calculated  to  gratify, 
indeed,  to  elate  her. 

The  busineas  was  therefore  speedily  set- 
tled, and  Helen  was  announced  to  the  whole 
castle  as  the  future  bride  of  Odowalsky, 
who,  alter  ho  had  passed  a  few  hours  of  de- 
^ghtful  conversation  with  ber  in  talking  over 
^tbeir  future  arrangementB,  returned  to  the 
4own,  in  triumph  at  the  idea  of  being  able  to 
oall  the  loveliest  girl  of  Prague  his  own,  and 
with  the  Tiew,  by  proceeding  in  tbe  inves- 
tigation, to  wreak  still  farther  vengeance 
apon  W  aid  stein. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  nnoonquered  part 
of  Pmgue  now  enjoyed  tolerable  repose, 
Botbiag  of  conaeqaence  taking  place;  though 
atill  every  day  increased  the  embarrassed  si- 
tustion  of  the  closely- in  vested  city.     Scarce 
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any  supplies  could  find  admittance,  ever; 
thing  arriving  from  the  couDtry  for  this  piu- 
pose  having  to  encoUDter  the  greatest  dif* 
ficulties  and  danger,  whilst  (be  little  on  band 
was  insufficient  to  maintain  mncb  longer  the 
great  nnmber  of  the  inhabitants  and  garrii 
Forage  for  the  horses,  in  particular,  gi 
extremely  scanty ;  and  this  want  pressed  the 
more  severely  in  eooseqiicnce  of  tbe  arrival  of 
Connt  Bucbbeim,  with  his  corps,  which  had 
jnst  advanced  in  the  greatest  baste  to  the  aid 
of  Field-Marshal  CoUoredo,  and  consisted 
chiefly  of  cavalry.  Accordingly,  a  coancilof 
war  was  held,  before  which  an  exact  state- 
ment was  produced,  wherefrom  it  appeared, 
that,  although  there  was  no  immediate  dread 
of  want,  still  this  state  of  things  conld  not 
possibly  continue  long,  and  that  relief,  either 
by  force  or  by  the  conclasion  of  peace,  mosl 
be  obtained.  It  was  therefore  resolved,  as 
Generals  des  Souclies  and  Golz  were  at- 
sembling  a  considerable  force  at  Badnien, 
tbat  the  Buchheim  corps  should  bo  dismissed 
from  Prague,  in  order  to  join  that  of  Goli, 
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and  thus  rorman  artnameatsDflicieiitly  strong 
to  attack  the  Swedes,  and  force  them  to  leave 
Prague  at  liberty. 

Meanwhile,  in  spile  of  the  blockade,  onr 
volatile  friend,  Leopold,  coiitrived  to  possess 
bimsclf  of  almost  all  the  small-talk  of  the 
Kleinseite  and  other  places  held  by  the  enem;; 
and,  amODg  these  scraps  of  intelligence,  he 
learnt  the  circumstance  of  Odowalaky's  pro- 
posal for  Helen,  his  acceptance,  and  the  pre- 
parations that  were  making  for  the  nuptials, 
which  were  to  be  celebrated  on  the  arrival  of 
tbeCoant  Palatine,  by  whom,  it  was  expected, 
Odowalsky's  commission,  as  General,  would 
be  received.  Lest  any  undcxterous  tongue 
should  charge  itself  with  the  communication 
of  this  news  to  Waldstein,  Wulden,  immedi- 
ately on  hearing  it,  songht  his  friend,  and  was 
commencing  the  disclosure  in  a  very  circuit- 
ous way,  when  Albert  cut  him  short  by  anti- 
cipating the  intelligence,  and  proving  that  he 
covid  receive  it  almost  with  indiBerence.  In 
fact,  the  events  of  the  last  few  weeks  had  done 
much  to  dissolve  the  spell  in  which  Helen's 
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fascioations  had  originally  boand  our  hero. 
He  Dov  clearly  saw  and  felt  that  the  woinu 
who  conid  bang  upon   Ibis  OdowaUky,  and 

I  ihat  Helen  whom  he  had  loved,  were  two 
beings  totally  distinct.  He,  therefore,  com- 
nieoled  on  Leopold's  informatioD  with  calm 
seriousness,  lamented   Helen's  ill   fate,  and 

I  united  wilii  his  friend  in  prediction  the  nn- 

I  faappinesa  which  so  ill-aasorted  a   marriage 

[  aeemed  to  render  certain. 

And  Helen  thought  also  of  Albert,  thnt^ 
irith  quite  different  sensations.  Althongb  ttft; 
itreani  of  circumstances  had  carried  ber  aloil|[, 
with  it,  yet  a  sort  of  revulsion  bad  taken  plaA' 
JD  her  mind,  and  Ibe  betrotbed  of  the  HwediA' 
leader,  Streilberg^,  could  not  avoid  sigfaiflf 
when  she  thought  of  the  handsome  yonngBf- 
liemian  Count  who  once  knelt  at  her  feet,  and 
whom  aD  approving  word,  spoken  in  sincerity, 
would  have  bound  to  ber  for  ever.  The  lut 
ansDccesstiil  attempt  of  the  Swedes,  too,  hid 
afforded  a  fresh  proof  of  bis  bravery  and  u- 
parity. 

But  the  die  was  cast;  and  Helen  soaght 
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sbslractioD  from  painful  thoughts  in  contem- 
plation of  (be  honor  and  greatness  which 
awaited  her,  and  in  making  preparation  for 
iier  nuptials,  which  were  to  be  solemnized  with 
becoming  splendor.  Odowalsky  was  not 
sparing  in  presents  to  bin  bride,  of  the  most 
costly  description :  how  he  came  by  the 
jewels,  silks,  &c.  which  he  lavished  on  her, 
(and  some  of  which  Helen  actnally  recollected 
to  have  SLcn  adorning  the  persons  of  old 
acquaintances,)  it  was  not  wise  to  investigate 
too  scrupulously; — they  were,  in  fact,  the 
spoils  of  war;  and,  aa  such,  we  suppose  he 
would  be  acquitted  in  a  coart  of  honor  for 
tboir  possession. 

She  was  seated  one  day  with  her  mother 
mt  the  window  which  looked  toward  the  city, 
and  engaged  in  choosing  from  amongst  sundry 
rich  stuiTs,  laces,  &c.  some  articles  for  her 
wedding-suit,  when  a  boat  glided  across  the 
Moldavia,  and  shortly  after,  the  sound  of 
Odowalsky's  firm  step  was  heard  ascending 
the  stairs.  Helen  Qew  to  meet  him,  and  he 
•ntered  smiling,  and  ioqairing  whether  she 
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had  6nisbe(]  the  selection  of  her  i 
"  You  must  dispatch,  ladies !"  said  I 
Palatine  will  very  shortly  be  here." 

"  We   had  juat  formed  ourselvei 
committee  of  taste,"  said  Madame  de  Berki,   * 
"  and  we  will  vole  yon  a  member.     No*, 
what  think  you.  Colonel,  of  this  white  drew 
with  the  silver  clasps  and  this  rnby  collar ??J 

"  Dear  Madam,"  answered  Odowalil 
'with  a  smile,  "  I  fear  I  am  but  bad  author 
on  these  subjects.  But  I  have  grouDd  far 
coufidence  in  knowing  that  my  Helen  will 
ever  be  beautiful,  robe  herself  as  she  maj. 

I  I  desire  is,  that  she  may  be  right  splen- 
didly attired,  as  becomes  her  own  perfection, 
sad  my  bride. — But  perhaps,"  coDtinoed  bih  I 
"  you  would  have  the  kinduess  to  inform  Hf^ 
people  that  they  need  not  wait.  1  was  so 
I  iuixious  to  greet  my  bride,  that  I  overlooked 
Jiving  them  the  necessary  directions." 

This  rather  broad  hint  was  forthwith  taken; 
iind  Madame  Berka,  good-humoured ly  shak- 
ing her  head,  lefl  the  room. 

The  lovers  were  now  alone;  and  aftersoin* 
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eadearmenta  natural  enough  to  persons  so 
Htuated  had  passed  between  thetn,  Odo- 
walaky  proceeded  to  uafold,  mucU  to  Helen's 
asloiuBhmeDt,  the  history  of  the  rocket  and  oT 
Joanna.  The  young'  lady  had  previoosly 
been  made  awaro  of  the  institution  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  had  heard  that 
Count  MartiDitz  had  become  implicated;  but 
all  was  new  to  her  respecting  the  daughter  of 
Waldstein's  steward,  and  her  interest  was  at 
ooce  fixed  by  some  hints  thrown  out  touching 
B  probable  liaison  between  the  girl  and 
lier  master. 

"  But  if  scch  be  the  case,"  said  Odowalsky, 
the  gleam  of  triumphant  malice  passing  over 
<  hiafeatares,  "  I  think  I  know  how  to  cross 
tfaeir  loves. — This  is,  however,  no  ordinary 
maiden.  She  has  abundant  resolution — and 
is  faaodsome  too,"  added  he,  as  if  willing  stiJI 
further  to  excite  his  hearer's  atteution. 

"  And  what  wilt  become  of  her?"  asked 
Helen,  timidly,  and  half  shuddering  at  the 
expression  of  her  lover's  countenance. 
"  That,  we  have  not  yet  decided. — The 
c3 
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tiie  commaDiJ  of  Count  BncLheim 
town  by  the  Wissehrader-gate,  and  reti 
UDobserved  and  uninterrupted  along  tbc  r 
toward  Tabor.  Tbe  night  favored  the  < 
ccftlment  of  their  retreat,  and  tbasBucbbq 
got  considerably  tfce  start.  But  by  i 
the  conntry  people  who  came  into  tbe  Swed 
viunp,  and  througb  adherents  which  bereai 
there  the  enemy  bad,  it  soon  became  knoi 
in  the  bead-qaarters  of  tbe  Swedes. 

Since  the  departure  of  Konigsmark,  1 
Comtnand  of  the  S  wedish  anny  bad  been  h 
by  General  Wnrtemberg:,  who  untnedi 
summoned  his  chief  officers  to  a  connetlll 
war,  on  heariDg  that  a  junction  was  project- 
ing of  tbe  hostile  corps  of  Golz  and  Bart- 
1  lieini.     At  this  cotincil,  it  was  resolved  thitl, 
nil  things  considered,  Christlana'scaase  woald 
I  he  more  fully  advanced  by  the  breafcin^op 
[  «flhe  army  at  present  lying  before  Prague— 
[  more  especially  as  the  Count  Palatine  woald 
able   to  invest   it   far  more    effectively. 
[  Wiirtemberg,  therefore,  gave  orders  accM 
f  Ingly;  and  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  \ie8W 
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oitjp  beheld  with  astonishment,  that  Bame 
moruing,  the  sinking  uf  tho  Swedish  lines  of 
tents  npoD  the  Ziakabcrg  and  every  adja- 
oeot  height,  the  withdrawing  of  the  cannun, 
and  the  getting  into  motion  of  the  Wurtem- 
berg  corps.  Overjoyed,  they  cxchaDged  con- 
pratulatioas  with  each  other  respecting  lbt« 
UDloobcd-fur  release,  the  oecasiofi  whei'eui 
seemed  at  first  almost  miraculous :  conmiDDi- 
cation  with  the  country  around  was  re-esta- 
blished, and  provisions  became  onoe  more 
tolerably  plentiful. 

But  these  happy  feelings  were  soon  sus- 
t>ended,  when  the  road  the  Wiirtemberg 
corps  had  taken  became  known;  and  tfac 
oitizeDs  were  again  in  a  state  of  anxiety  as  to 
vhat  would  bel'al  them,  in  case  the  Swedish 
General  sncceeded  in  getting  np  with  Hucb- 
ileiot  before  his  junction  with  Golz.  Htill, 
the  long-debarred  liberty  of  getting  oiitsidt: 
the  gates,  and  renewing  intercourse  with 
friends  and  relatives,  was  a  positive  source 
of  present  delight,  and  freely  indulged. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Waldstein,  in  the  mean  time,  had  ben 


i  proy  to  many  t 


LOUS  llioughts-      He  I 


heard  that  the  Swedes  had  dared  to  dra 
within  their  detested  web  hia  noble 
CoQDt  MartiDitz, — the  inlbrmation  of  wht 
fact  was  accompaiiied  by  a  nnmher  of  d 
rent  rumours. — Some  said  that  the  Coaut  hi 
given  &  signal  to   Field-Marshal  Collore 
from  the  Palace-garden ;  others,  that  he  h4 
sent  to  him  a  disguised  messenger ;   otbc 
again   pretended   to   have  seen   the   ; 
ascend,  not  from  the  Palace-gardon,  hut  t 
vicinity  of  the  Pyramid  which  commemorata 
the  former  escape  of  the  Governor.    All  the! 
contradictory  reports — each  of  which  ettt 
tained  a  litlle  substratum  of  truth,  (as 
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and  be  alone,  well  knew,)  &tled  bis  heart  with 
knmetliate  fear  (ar  Coant  Martinitz  and  re- 
mote apprehensions  concerning  Joanna,  oter 
whom  he  saw  Ihe  sword  hanging  as  it  were  by 
a  thread.  Willingly,  therefore,  did  he  avail 
himself  of  the  new  state  of  things,  and  accom- 
panied Wulden  (o  a  garden  situated  before 
the  Korn-gate,  the  fresh  verdure  whereof  most 
gently  wooed  their  senses  after  so  much 
confioeoneut. 

JUither  cauie,  in  common  with  many  of  the 
iuhaliitants  of  Prague  and  individuuls  al- 
taofaed  to  the  garrison,  several  Swedish 
officers  belonging  to  the  corps  left  in  posses- 
aioB  of  tlie  Kleinseitoj  far  the  place  was  at 
present  regarded  (by  a  sort  of  tacit  compact) 
as  ncutrul  ground.  By  these  means,  our  bero 
boped  to  learn,  in  an  indirect  way,  something 
about  the  iillaic  in  which  he  was  so  deeply 
interested.  auJ  respecting  which  he  nas  with- 
held IroiD  direct  inquiry  by  the  fear  of.  be- 
traying, Joanna. 

He  sat  down  at  a  table  where,  a  couple  of 
Swedes  had  already  sealed  themselves,  and 
G  3 
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whom  Leopold  bad  engaged  in  conversatia 
The  discourse  for  a  time  turned  tipoD  variot 
I  fWimportaot  matters.     The  Swedes  spokba 
.  ^viliag  terms   a^inst   a    country   wberc 
*ine  was  with  difBeuUy  to  be  procured— pay- 
ing, meantiinc,  due  devollon  to  the  Buhemisn 
beer;  whilst  Waldstein  sought  Bome  occasiun_ 
I  {without  exciting  suspicion)  of  briDgibg  ii 
I  debate  die  occurrences  of  the  day  and  H 
[''celebrated  Exumlnatioii. 

I^us  oocuptedr  his  whole  atteotioo  i 
enchained  by  the  dialogue  of  a  couple  i 
Swedish  dragoons  who  had  seated  thei 
Selves  nest  to  some  citizens  of  the  OId-To< 
at  a  table  behiftd  him, 

"I  tell  yon,  she  Is  a  witch,"  said  one  i 
these  men. 

"  Are  you  not  ashamed  of  such  silly  sup* 
atition  ?"  returned   ihe  other,     "  Our  C 
nel,  who  is  acquaioted  with  every  thing,  •■ 
there  are  no  witches." 

"  Our  Colonel,"  rejoined  the  first,    " 
free-thuiker,  that  is  well  known;  beg 
Do  church,  and  mocks  the  preachers  as  « 
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the  monks ;  but  witb  us  in  Swedeo,  ever/ 
child  can  tell  you,  tUal  the  Fitu  carry  on  all 
torts  of  wilthery." 

Ay,  indeed !"  interrupted  one  of  tb« 
Old- Town  citizens,  "  I  have  often  heard  so  ; 
aod  is  it  true?'' 

"To be  sure!"   replied  the  first  dragoon, 

and  has  been  so  ever  since  the  heathen 
iimes,  when  they  sacrificed  to  their  idols, 
which  were  nothing  else  than  disguised  devils, 
who,  in  return,  taught  them  all  sorts  of  min- 
ehief." 

But  what  has  this  to  do,  even  if  granted, 
with  the  maiden  of  the  Kleinseite?"  asked 
another  citizen. 

"  She  has,  doubtless,  had  recourse  tu  ma- 
gical arts  in  frustrating  our  scheme  fur  th« 
capture  of  the  bridge-tower,"  answered  the 
Midier. 

"  Magical  arts!  nonsense !"  exclaimed  bi> 
comrade  :  "  She  carried  onsome  nndersland- 
iDg  with  her  people  on  the  other  side.  Thej 
tay,  she  baa  a  paramour  amongst  the  garrison 
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h«re,"  added  he,  luming  tu  the  citizeoa;  "  ;0D 
ought  to  koow  that  belter  tbau  we." 

"  The  maiden,"  exclaimed  a  Bohemian, 
who  bad  not  previously  joined  io  the  dis- 
course, "  bears  an  eseraplary  character.  1 
know  both  her  father  and  herself;  I  tbink  iL  ■ 
in  the  last  degree  improbable  that  she  evat  i 
had  &  paramour, — particularlj — jou  wille^-' 
case  me,  geiillemen — among  soldiers. 

"  She   niu!<t  have  beeo  ia  uoderstaadiagii 
with  some  ooe,"  said  the  least  superslitioiUfl 
the  Swedes. 

"  With  the  Devil  1"   exclaimed   hia  moTk] 
credulous  compaaion ;    "  and  fur  that  under 
standing,  she  will,  tomorrow,   he  burota; 
witch." 

Hitherto  Walddtein  had  listeoed.  thoof 
with  great  aiisiety,  still,  with  resolate  calm*" 
ness.  Bui,  at  the  last  words  of  the  dragooD, 
be  sprang  up,  and  Wuldcn,  who  had  likewise 
paid  the  greatest  attention  to  the  discourse, 
saw  the  moment  at  hand  when  bis  friend.  wb« 
had  thus  far  preserved  a  kind  of  incognito, 
would,  in  all  probability,  betray  himself.     Ae- 
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cordiiigly,  he  rose  also;  aad,  taking  Albert's 
arm,  led  him  a  little  aside,  entreating  him  to 
be  composed,  and  oflering  lo  extract  I'rom  the 
officers  with  whom  he  had  previously  held 
converse,  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Resuming  discourse  with  these  gentlemen, 
he  said,  smiling,  "  Our  neighbours  are  dis- 
cussing no  less  serioua  a  subject  than  the  ex- 
istence of  witcbcralt,— and  talk  of  the  buroing 
of  a  witcli  in  the  Kleinseite  to-morrow.  What 
'  means  this  i" 

"  Oh,  the  blockheads!"  answered  one  of 
the  officers,  "  they  know  not  what  tliey  talk 
about.  There  certaiidy  is,  however,  a  delin- 
qnent, —  and  that  a  femule  one,— to  be  exe- 
cuted to-morrow."  Waldstein  grasped  Leo- 
pold's arm,  and  turned  deadly  pale,  but  re- 
mained silent. 

"  And  for  what  offeoce,  pray?"  resumed 
Wulden,  atfecting  carelessness, 

"  I  scarce  know  whether  I  ought  to  satisfy 
yooi  as  matters  stand  between  us,"  returned 
Ibe  Swede.  "  However,  I  don't  see  what 
barm  can  come  of  it,  especially  as  sentence 
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strained  eye-balls  became  relaxed,  and  tbeir 
wild  exprsGsioD  was  drowned  in  a  flood  «f 
tears.  "I  cannot,"  exclaimed  tfae  poor  youth, 
Ihrowingliimself  upon  the  bosom  of  hi&  Inend, 
"  I  cannot  overcome  the  horror,  the  a^ny, 
of  this  news  1— Joanna  to  snH'er  death  I  and 
from  devotion  to  her  country,  and  to  me!" 

Wulden  let  the  first  violence  of  emotion  sub- 
side, and  then  said,  "  My  brolb^r!   You  may 
rely  upon  me.     My  whole  strength,  powers, 
my   lite   itself, — all   are  yours.     But  let'dP'ri 
consider  and  determine  with  circumspecliBa(l| 
Come,  Albert,  rest  upon  ibis  bank: — yoaa»4''i 
agitated  as  I  never  saw  yoa  before;,  the  bta|i|itl 
fell  too  suddenly !" 

"  Let  us  not  lose  one  moment,"  cTiei>  I 
Waldsiein :  "  We  must  first  learn  where  he»'  I 
place  of  confinement  is  situated,  and  th«P  1 
invent  tbc  means  to  Iree  her  tbence."- 

"  But  not  by  tbo  employment  of  farce'i-ui  I 
that  will  hardly  succeed.     Think  on<thsfM 
vorable  posillon  of  the  Swedes!" —  ■  ■    " 

"  Force  or  traud.— — I  care  not!    ■Sa 
how,    her    rescue    must    bo    accomplidi 
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Upon  m>'  studeniB  I  can  depend.  They  will 
StoriH  the  castle,  if  I  comiaaiid  it." — 

"  Why,  WaldsleiD,"  said  Leopold,  furciug 
a  grim  smile:  "  Where  is  your  cnslomary 
discrelioD?  Cunning,  not  temerity,  must  aid 
us  in  tills  basineas.  I  have  already  a  scheme 
fonning  in  my  mind; — follow  me  to  the  town: 
all  depends  on  our  g;aining  exact  informalioD." 

Waldstein  almost  involnntarily  followed  his 
friend,  whose  Eelf-command  and  promptitude 
on  thia  occasion  displayed  points  in  his  cba- 
racter  hitherto  undeveloped.  Id  the  town, 
the  news  of  the  threatened  execution  now 
began  to  spread  with  surprising  rapidity,  and 
to  exasperate  the  minds  of  all  at  the  cruelty 
of  the  Swedes.  Joanna  herself  was  known 
to  many,  and  her  honest  father  to  more. 
£very  one  was  all'ected  at  her  melancholy  fate, 
her  heauty,  her  youth,  and  thp  noble  object 
Fur  the  sake  of  which  she  was  now  about  to 
lay  down  her  hfe. — A  sensation,  bordering 
even  npon  the  worship  of  a  martyr,  seized 
every  heart,  and  steeled  it  against  the  un- 
•paring  enemy. 
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Walden  related  to  his  father  the  cruel  cir- 
cQiDSlaDce,  and  the  latter  hastened  directly 
to  the  several  authorities  of  the  city,  by  nhom 
it  was  ifflmediatelj  detemuDed  to  send  a  de- 
patatioD  to  the  head-qoarters  of  the  Snedes, 
and  endeavour  to  procure,  if  not  a  remission, 
at  least  au  alleviation  of  the  panisbment,— 
proffering,  at  the  same  titne,  a  liberal  ramuB 
for  the  life  of  the  accused. 

Waldstein  heard  all  this  with  some  pleasure, 
ioaamuch  as  it  testified  the  uoiversal  respect 
whereto  Joanna  was  held  {  but  that  tbe 
Swedes  would  give  up  their  victitn  Tolanl 
rily,  he  never  for  one  instant  believed,  ai 
even  thought  the  deputation  might  be  mm 
prejudicial  than  advantageous,  since  it  wool 
impress  the  enemy  more  fully  with  tbe 
portance  of  their  prisoner.  What  then 
to  he  done  ?  The  first  and  most  necessafy 
point  was  to  inform  himself  of  the  sitnatton  <tf 
her  prison,  of  its  security,  and  the  possibilH] 
of  penetrating  it.  His  whole  soul  was  di 
voted  to  this  project,  and  he  resolved  to  spai 
neither  blood,  nor  life  itself,  if  oeceasary. 
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it5  HCcomplishmeiit.  In  the  heroical  maideo 
be  vowt?d  to  liberate,  he  saw  merely  a  noble 
self>deVoted  individaal,  attached  to  bim  bjr 
friendly  ties.  The  lover,  be  thought,  had 
nothing  to  do  vith  the  question,  for  it  never 
•track  him  as  possible,  that,  under  any  cir- 
cumstanoes,  be  should  wed  the  daughter  of 
bis  domestic. 

And  he  resolved,  moreover,  that  he  voutd 
attempt  this  enterprise  alone.  He  whs  well 
aware  of  its  difficulty  and  danger,  and  tbought, 
oD  further  consideration,  that  he  had  no  right 
to  bring  into  hazard  the  life  of  any  of  taia  ge- 
Derous  friends. 

He  resolved,  therefore,  to  disguise  bimBelf 
in  the  costume  of  a  trading  Israelite ; — and  a 
loDg  black  robe,  a  girdle  round  the  loins,  a 
high  cap,  black  curled  hair,  and  a  beard  of 
the  same  colour,  sufficiently  concealed  the 
identity  of  his  person.  Thus,  alone,  and  with 
a  bundle  on  bis  back  under  whose  light  weight 
be  bent  in  order  to  conceal  his  wulk  and 
figure,  he  wandered  through  the  gate,  nad. 
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crossing  the  Moldavia,  reached  the  Kletnsei 
without  adventure.     He  moved  on 
much  more  tbe  preventioD  of  his  scheme,  In 
case  of  detection,  than  any  danger  thai  migiil 
accrue  to  him  personallj. 

He  was  not  recognised,  however,   and  t 
rived  without  hindrance  at  the  road  called ll| 
Bruska,   which    his   uncle  bad     coDstnieli 
through  the  rocks  of  the  Mradschin,  in  o 
to  have  a  near  and  commanding  ascent  a 
tbe   castle*hill.     The  road,    which   is  ' 
enough   for  several  coaches,   winds   np  I 
heights,  and,   on  the  left  baud,  a  sidc-psib 
leads   to   the  summit   in   another  direction. 
This  latter  is  the  ancient  "Castle  staircoMt" 
and  Waldstein  observed  that  many  personi 
proceeded  by  this  route.     He  heard  the  dis- 
course, now  and  then,  of  tbe  passers-by,  aoil 
learnt  that  the  curiosity,  mixed  with  pity  and 
horror,  which  universally  moves  the  commoft.,. 
class  on  occasions  «f  deep  interest,  was  o 
the  cause  of  alluring  the  idle  to  this  plae 
where,  from  tbe  moat,  the  tower  was  to  t 
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seen  io  whicb  the  unbapp^  girl  was  coDflaed, 
who,  to-morrow,  was  to  end  her  life  as  a  sa- 
crifico  to  love  of  her  country. 

With  palpitatipg  heart,  Albert  followed  the 
nialtitude,  who  all  poured  along  toward  the 
moat.  Here,  where  the  ancietit  royal  castle, 
towering;  upon  the  long- ex  tended  back  of  the 
Uradscbin,  overlooked  to  a  great  distance  the 
coantry  around,  the  height,  siaks  abruptly 
downward,  and  forms,  from  the  north  side  of 
the  castle,  a  nearly  auacaleablB  chasm,  which 
is  termed  the  Hirscb-graben.  It  is  now 
planted  with  trees  and  hedges,  and  turned 
into  a  pretty  garden.  A  bridge  leads  across 
it  into  the  castle  i  and  two  high  towers,  even 
yet  in  good  repair, — styled  the  black  and 
white,— rise  from  the  moat,  leaning  against 
tbe  high  castle-walls,  and  serving  in  earlier 
times  as  a  fortiScation,  but  latterly  as  dun- 
geons for  tbe  imprisonment  of  criminals.  It 
was  here  that  Joanna,  as  soon  as  the  exami- 
nation took  a  more  serious  turn,  had  been 
conliued, — as  was  now,  for  tbe  first  lime,  uu> 
dentood  by  Waldstein. 
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He  reached  ihe  moat ;  and  (be  iiiforniation 
■horded  by  the  by-standers  sooa  made  bin 
acquainted  with  the  window  at  wbicb  tks 
■veet  girl  occasionally,  as  tbey  told  bi% 
ihowed  herself — and,  looking  over  tot 
open  coantry,  appeared,  at  the  same  time,  tj 
bid  farewell  to  the  world  aroand  her. 

Her  appearance  was  even  now  expect*! 

I  behind  the  bars,  and  \¥a!dsl«iu,  at  the  fi 
of  the  tower,  awaited  ber  coming  with  mixirf 
feelings  of  hope  and  despair.  But  she  dMi 
not  appear; — probably  occupied,  on  the  li 
day  wbicb  was  granted  her  in  this  life,  by  n 
serious  thoughts  than  such  as  the  distant  vi 
might  saggiest.  Waldstein,  however,  minuta^ 
esamined  the  tower,  the  window,  anil  d 
whole  of  the  vorious  parts  appertainitiff  1 
that  section  of  tbe  castle, — observing  whel 
the  sentinels  were  stationed,  and  where  tfa 
wall  might  be  most  easily  scaled.  He  i 
stole  ioto  tbe  castle  with  his  wares,  hoping  ti 
extract  from  the  inmates  and  guards  fartlM 
intelligence,  and  bent  on  making  as  good  I 
■nrvey  as  possible  of  the  interior  of  tbe  towtf 

and  its  structure. 
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Thas  several  hours  passed,  when,  rich  with 
obaervations  aod  plans,  and  holdiog  the  firm 
determination  of  liberating  Joanna  this  nigbt, 
he  returned  by  (he  same  road  to  the  Old-Town. 

Mid-day  was  gone  by,  and  his  friends  had 
been  making  various  speculations  as  to  his 
long  absence,  when  our  hero,  having  thrown 
aside  bis  disguise,  re-entered  his  house.  In 
these  speculations  Leopold  did  not  join;  for 
bis  secret  feelings  dietated  to  him  where  Al- 
bert had  been,  and  on  what  errand.  The  two 
friends  encountered  on  tbc  threshold,  and  one 
glance  at  the  perturbed  cuuntenunce  of  Wald- 
ttein  rendered  all  clear.  "  And  you  would 
keep  your  expedition  a  se  cret  from  me !"  cried 
Wolden ;  "  You  think  I  will  leave  you  to  go 
tbrongb  the  danger  alone !" 

"  Dear  Leopold !" — interposed  the  other. 

"  Is  this  fair  I"  continued  the  former,  re- 
proachfully ;  "  Is  it  friendly  V 

Waldstein  caught  bis  companion's  band. 
"  Pardon  me,"  exclaimed  he  ;  "  By  Heaven, 
it  was  DO  reservedness !  AVhy  are  you  to  Ten- 
tare  and  anffer  for  my  sake  V 
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"  And  shoold  I  suffer  less,  knowing  you  (o 
be  absent,  in  danger^  Did  yoa  not  promise 
Ibis  morDiDg,  in  the  garden,  that  I  sboold 
share  it  witli  you  V 

"  My  generous  friend!  1  sbould  be  uii- 
worthy  of  such  disinterested  zeal,  were  I  to 
refuse  the  otfer  it  dictates:  — you  shall  know 
all,"  And,  communicating  every  thing  ibat 
he  had  heard  and  observed,  Albert  proceeded 
to  debate  on  the  most  eligible  plan  for  ^u^ 
ther  measures. 
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CHAPTEll  VIII. 

Ik  Uie  castle  of  Troy  also,  this  day,  there 
iras  a  heart  lull  of  anxious  expectation.  As 
the  reader  will  Lave  observed,  Helen's  posi- 
tion toward  her  betrothed  was  I'arfrom  being 
the  same  as  at  a  former  period,  when  stolen 
interviews,  under  the  veil  of  night  and  secrecy, 
only  allowed  her  to  cast,  at  times,  a  few  looks 
into  the  heart  of  her  friend ;  and  when  inse- 
curity, added  to  a  passionate  imagination, 
gave  to  bis  every  word  a  distinct  and  higher 
meaning.  All  this  romaQce  gradually  wore 
»WBy  apon  more  frequent  intercourse ;  and 
unpleasant  scenes,  such  as  that  respecting 
Waldstein's  mantle,  often  took  place.  It  is 
true,  peace  was  as  often  restored  ;  but  atfae 
discord   which  had  been    struck,    not   from 
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accidental  occurrences,  but  from  a  leading 
difference  of  character,  was  never  thoranghly 
set  right. — Let  it  not  be  believed,  as  it  gene- 
rally is,  that  sucb  little  disputes  and  reconci- 
liations serve  to  animale  love  the  more.  True 
love,  which  is  founded  npoD  mutual  esteemas 
well  as  affection,  needs  do  sucb  contrast  of 
light  and  shade.  Repeated  misuoderstaod- 
inga  are,  on  the  contrary,  Uke  so  many  slight 
wounds  which  may,  donblless,  heal  in  the 
heart,  yet  always  leave  scars  behind. 

Waldstein's  image  occasioQally  lloaleil 
^^^^L  iipoa  her  mind,  and  doomed  her  to  the  agony 
^^^^H  of  remorse.  She  could  not  conceal  from  liei 
^^^^H  bwn  judgment,  that  a  union  with  bim— 
^^^^H  friend  of  her  youth  and  the  beloved  of  her 
^^^^^^  countrymen — would  have  been  at  once  more 
H  honourable  and  more  prudent      His  naioe 

I  was  on  every  lip,  his  praises  in  every  heart; 

^^^^^    nor  could  the  preparations  for  the  wedding — 
^^^^^B  albeit  they  diverted  for  awhile  her  increasing 
^^^^P  melancholy — by  any  means  dispel  it. 
^^^^        ¥he  story  of  Joanna  caused  these  onwel- 
H  come  feelings  to  expand  with   fresh  vigour. 
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and  lent  new  zest  to  her  growing  diatrusl  of 
Odowalsky.  The  hopes  of  her  appearing  ii> 
men's  eyes  as  the  bride  of  a  hero  oCtho  Pro- 
testant faith,  had  vanished,  Tor  it  became  ob- 
rioQS  that  her  betrothed  was  merely  an  ambi- 
tJoas  adventurer;  and  she  could  not  bat  be 
aware  to  howmnch  disadvantage  her  conduct 
woald  be  compared,  particularly  in  the  eyes 
of  Waldstein,  with  that  of  the  heroic  and  self- 
devoted  Joanna. 

That  Waldstein  bad  once  warmly  loved  her, 
vas  certain ! — it  was  probable  that  some  re- 
maios  of  this  liaison  still  lingered  within  his 
bosom.  A  serious  attachment,  on  his  part, 
toward  the  gardener's  dnughter,  she  could 
not  credit,  feeling  certain  that  the  nephew  of 
the  Duke  of  Friedland  would  never  su  far 
forget  bis  lineage  and  station.  Slill,  solici- 
tade  for  her  fate  would,  donbtless.  actuate 
bim  powerfully,  and  stimulate  bis  exertions  ; 
and  whoever  should  be  instrumental  in  effect- 
ing her  deliverance,  would  acquire  a  right  to 
bis  warmest  gratitude,  especially  were  hazard 
and  di£Bculty  to  bo  experienced. 

h3 
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This  thought  became  gradually  clearer  U 
the  mind  of  Helen  ;  the  more  plaiol;  it  d»- 
reloped  itself,  the  more  interest  it  had  foiber; 
and  she  at  last  formed  a  fixed  plan  onttl 
subject.  She  was  determined  tu  rescae  tl 
daughter  of  Bertram,  to  conceal  her  in  a  si 
spot,  and  to  inform  bcr  lord  of  this  by  a  sa 
way ;  and,  when  either  peace,  or  the  captfl 
of  the  city,  should  compromise  every  aSuiri 
this  nature,  then  would  she,  as  a  weico 
gift,  present  to  Waldstein  his  rescued  da 
pendent.  To  what  all  this  might  lead,  llell 
either  conld  not,  or  wonid  not,  attemptH 
foresee. 

Thus  were  there  two  parties — and  t 

I  most  oppositely  situated — interested  ingai 

\  ing  information  of  Joanna's  place  of  oonfiM 

r  luent,  and  the  extent  of  its  security.     Hch 

['  learnt  that  her  prison  was  in  the  white-tom 

f  snd  succeeded  in  making  herself  known  toll 

jftilor  by  means  of  a  trusty  attendant  and  n 

lenger,  to  whom  the  jailor's  wife  was  relat| 

De  la  Garde,  whose  slow  consent  had  be 

wrnng  to  this  extreme  meusore,  had  ordet 
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the  ntmost  forbearance  and  gentleness  to  b« 
iBsed  toward  the  unhappy  girl.  The  watch, 
therefore,  was  not  very  strict;  and  if,  instead 
«f  Joanna,  some  rcsolnte  man  had  been  im- 
Misoned  there,  be  might  readily  huve  effecled 
liis  escape ; — nay,  it  seemed  as  if  De  laGarde 
woald  not  have  been  mucli  displeased  at  such 

result. 

I  I]elen  built  her  scheme  opon  these  varioat 
observations  and  accounts;  and  the  faithfnl 
JUargaret  (the  attendant  before  alluded  to) 
sfibrded  her  every  possible  aid.  Disguises 
•nd  horses  were  secretly  procured;  and  on 
J&at  88me  day  whereon  Waldsteia  had  passed 
BO  many  hours  in  making  preparations  for  the 
enterprise  of  the  following  night,  Helen  was 
also  occupied  with  arrangements  for  her  plan 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  object. 

The  BUQ  of  a  cheerful  summer's  day  had 
descended,  and  twilight  spread  its  shades  over 
the  city,  wrapping  in  dusk  and  silence  the 
jtnmerous  streets,  and  the  gloomy  precincts 
in  which  was  confined  ibe  object  of  so  much 
friendly  interest  and  anxiety.    The  baplei* 
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Joanna  beheld  tbe  near  approach  of  the  t 
mination  of  her  short  existence.     Her  exi 
cation  was  fixed  lor  the  next  morning, 
felt  the  completest  coDSCiousness  of  her  ini 
cence,  but  also  tbe  fullest  conviction  that » 
thing  could  save  her,  as  the  exertions  of  sevt 
ra]  persons  of  rank  in  the  Kleinseitc,  nay,  < 
interest  of  the  Governor-General  himself,  b 
heen  to  no  purpose.     Her  life,  hitherto, 
been  calm  aod  innocent.     Such   little  weal' 
nesses  and  errors    as  even  the  best  bunUD 
being  canuot  wholly  avoid,  she  had  heortilf 
confessed  and  repented  of;  to  her  God  r 
believed  herself  reconciled ;  nay,  she  hope 
that  He  would  accept  as  expiatory  of  1 
perhaps  uoknown  faults,  tbe  saoritice  of  li 
youthful  life,  which  she  lost  only  from  a  | 
feeling  of  duty,  and  from  foreign  injusliot 
Two  points,  however,  there  were,  w 
slill  continued  to  discompose  her  :  first,  1 
natural  distress  of  her  father,  whose  hes 
rending  sorrow,  when,  aller  long  prohibitiMl 
fce  was  at  length  permitted  to  visit  the  s 
judged  victim,  unhinged  her  soul,  an 
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ber  painfully  doubt  how  far  she  had  been  Jus- 
tified io  subjectiug  him  thereto ;  and  secoDdiv, 
the  remembrance  of  Waldsteio,  which  she 
sought  in  vain  to  repress.  Of  what  nature 
would  Lis  emotion?  be,  when  he  beard  of  her 
doom  I — Would  he  make  auy  effort  to  rescue, 
or  even  to  see  her? — ^Tbese  and  similar 
thoughts  reluroed,  though  often  chased  away, 
to  her  mind.  How  frequently,  during  this 
last  night  of  her  earthly  existence,  when  she 
voald  have  collected  her  thoughts,  and  di- 
rected them  to  that  Power  before  whose 
UiroDe  she  was  soon  fo  stand,  did  she  surprise 
herself  in  recollections  of  quite  a  different 
nature!  She  beheld  before  her  his  beloved 
form,  she  beard  the  cherished  tones  of  hU 
voice ! — The  scenes  of  that  evening  whereon 
he  had  rowed  ber  over  the  lake — with  his 
chagrin  on  finding  the  portrait — all  pressed 
upon  licr  heart.  She  reflected  what  result 
night  have  occurred,  could  she,  before  tbe 
invasion  of  tbe  Swedes,  have  spoken  with 
bim,  and  unfolded  that  which  might  havg 
dispersed  his  evident  suspicions. 


WALD8TEIN. 


I  1S9 

B  Thus  pasted  the  hoati,  even  quicker  ttm 

^L  Joanoa  bad  hoped  ;  and,  as  nigbt  approactiH, 

^^^^K    ibe  jailors  wife  broagbt  ber  eTeoiii^  meiJ, 
^^^^H    wkicb,  «nce  she  had  been  seotenced  todcal^ 
^^^^^K  Ittd  been  supplied  in  plenty  and  delicacy.  Al 
^^^^Blkb  nme  time,  she  lighted  the  lamp. 
^^^^H      JMBoa  partook  of  little; — and  the  womaa 
^^^^^1  ^rocveded  to  inrorm  her  bow  many  people 
^^^^H  kad,  since  yesterday,  been  pressing  roasd 
^^^^Habwri  the  castle  and  the  wbite-tower,  in  bop« 
^^^^^B  rfwtwg  ber.     "  Ee  perhaps,"  sighed  Joanna 
^^^^^r  %l  btfaelf,  "  he  might  have  been  among  tUl 
wmmJbitrT'     Sbe  learnt  also,  that  a  depotat 
«f  Ite  principal  men  of  both   the  Old  i 
N«*>Ta«a  bad  onriTed  at  tbe  castle,  in  ord 
t»  mHoH  naitnoii  of  ber  sentence ;  and  b 
bean,  at  Ibb  news,  beat  violently.     The  1 
•f  life  atiU  worked,  in  fact,  forcibly  vitbin  ha 
^Mag  breast,  when  any  circumstance  revived 
It:  and  tbe  th«us;bt  Ibat  this  attempt  bad  pu*  . 
h8|M  taken  place    at  Waldstein's   instacM 
forced   tbe   blood  impetuously  through  I 
vruw.     The   woman  at   length  disappi 
witb   ber  proTision    bosket,     having   extil 
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goisbed  the  lamp, — and  darkness  and  silence 
ftgain  [«igDed  around  Joanna. 

Tbe  bell  in  the  tower  of  St.  Veit  announced 
the  midnight  hour,  when  the  prisoner  was 
roused  from  a  train  of  mournful  thought,  by 
imagining  that  she  heard  a  slight  rustling 
vitbout,  under  the  casement  of  her  prison. 
It  soon  became  palpable,  and  apparently 
ascended  higher  and  high«r. 

She  listened  in  breathless  anxiety,  until, 
at  length,  she  fancied  she  saw  a  figore  move 
fiutside  tbe  bars  of  the  casement.  Directly 
afterward,  a  soft  voice  pronounced  her 
name. — 

"  Gracious  heaven!  what  does  this  mean?" 
mattered  Joanna.     "  Can  it  be  possible  that 

a  rescue  is  at  hand?    Should  my  father^' 

and  she  thought  of  some  one  else. 

Just  at  that  moment  tbe  voice  repeated, 
•oniewhat  louder:  "  Joanna!  are  you  there?" 

— It  was  not  her  father's  voice — it  was 

but  obi  the  mingled  hope  and  joy  kept  her 
mute,  and  answer  she  coald  not — it  wu  th* 
»oice  of  her  Lord  1 — 
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Ob  ■  third  adjuration,  however,  the  g>- 

Aered  eoei^  to  reply;   and    a   brief  tup- 

i  explanation  ensoed.     Waldslein  mt 

irber — was  come  to  liberate  her. — W^ii- 

)■! — the  idol  of  her  dreams! — the  mtm  foi 

■w  sake  chiefiy  she  bad  slaked  her  life, 

I  was  OB  the  poiat  of  losing  it  upon  ibe 

He  came  to  return  the  service,  by 

f  that  life  at  ttie  hazard  of  his  owd. 

low  sounds  of  blows  levelled  at  tbe 

iloae  broke  the  stillness. — Joaiiiis 

1  bcr   knees,   and   stretching  her 

mmt  toward  Heaven,  prayed  for  a  blesaiog 

^tm  Um — praye^l  for  his  happiness,  wbicli 

wbkod  wilb  ber  own,  whatever  shape  ber 

^t  take. — Not  her  liberation, 

I  hfc,  (should  the  bold   under- 

wasitthat  busied  her  soul;— 

■It  was  ««hr  tbe  danger  to  which  be  expoied 

and  the  enraptured  pouibiiUy  ef 

"^  Mb$  Moved  by  him. 

la  this  ftsme  of  mind  she  continued  kneel- 

iK^  aad  ofrringap  prayers  to  God,  and  von 

[  li  lfc«  boJj  vii^D  and   the  patrun-sainbi  of 
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her  country,  until  again  loused  by  the  voice 
of  her  deliverer,  who,  as  some  loosened  stones 
rolled  withinside  the  apartment,  besought  ber 
to  take  care  and  keep  out  of  their  way. 

She  bad  frequently,  witbia  the  last  few 
days  of  her  impriaoDuientr  gazed  wistfully  up 
to  the  lofty  grated  window  of  her  comfortless 
room,  and  occasionally  attempted  to  reach  it, 
in  the  vague  hope  that  some  means  might 
thence  be  suggested  of  escape.  A  large 
heavy  table  in  the  middle  of  the  chamber  was 
with  great  trouble  pushed  by  her  nDderuealh 
the  window,  and  one  of  the  chairs  placed 
upon  it,  whilst  another  served  as  a  step 
whereby  to  mount  the  table :  thus,  in  such 
hours  as  she  knew  she  should  not  be  sur- 
prised, she  had  ascended  her  weak  scaffold- 
ing, and,  not  without  danger,  purchased  a 
glimpse  into  tlie  castle-gardeo  and  over  the 
hills  situated  opposite.  This  prospect  filled 
her  occasionally  with  deeper  sadness  at 
thought  of  leaving  for  ever  the  beautiful 
world  which  lay  before  her,  together  with  all 
who  were  dear  to  her;  at  the  same   time, 
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however,  it  bad  served  lo  inform  her  thai  tU 
walla  of  the  ancient  lower  were  in  ntaD;  place* 
decayed — and  the  bars,  particularly  on  the 
right  side,  very  insecure;  and  that  by  I 
of  any  strong  instrument,  sach  as  b  mattnok 
or  crow-bar,  they  might  easily  be  loosened 
and  room  made  to  allow  the  sliding  out  rf 
any  person.  The  wall  certainty  desceildcd 
to  a  very  great  depth  outside,  even  to  tbt 
loot  of  the  tower  ; — and  thence,  the  i 
(sparingly  covered  with  grass)  sank  agaiaH 
the  very  bottom  of  the  moat;  but  a  str 
rope  might  be  made  of  tbe  bed-coTertng  MJi 
clothes,  whereby  a  prisoner  might  let  him  • 
herself  down  to  the  rocks,  and  from  them* 
Joanna  felt  snfficien  t  confidence  in  her  adroit 
Dess  to  be  able  to  reach  saccessively  lit 
11  irsch-graben,  llie  Bruska,  and  tbe  boose  •( 
a  boatman  whom  she  knew,  and  by  wbose  ai 
■be  might  escape  across  the  Moldavia. 

Bat  she  was  in  want  of  implemeDts;  ant 
though  she  took  abu  odant  care — by  removinl 
the  chairs  and  (able,  to  prevent  any  suspicion 
of  her  plotting,  on  tJie  part  of  the  attendaot 
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tbia  latter  could  never  be  prevailed  od  to  leave 
with  her  even  the  knife  she  broaght. 

She  had  therefore  gradually  resigned  all 
hope;  and  the  revulsion  of  her  feelings  was 
proportioaably  strong  when  deliverauca  now 
appeared  not  only  possible,  bat  almost  cer- 
tain ; — and  ihrongh  the  cJiaonel,  too,  which — 
in  honest  truth — she  had  most  expected  and 
wished.  On  starting  from  Ihe  abstraction 
we  belbre  described,  she  once  more,  and  as 
if  instinctively,  poshed  the  table  against  the 
wall,  placed  the  chairs,  moanted,  and  with 
joyful  amazement  did  Waldstein  soon  behold 
her  immediately  opposite  him  behind  the  bars- 

She  now  became  active  aad  useful — point- 
ing out  to  Albert  the  despoiled  parts  of  the 
wall,  and  the  places  in  which  the  bars  were 
fixed  most  loosely ;  but  it  seemed  to  her  as  if, 
since  she  stood  up  there.  Waldstein  worked 
with  less  industry, — as  if  his  looks  were  moT« 
frequently  directed  towards  her  than  bi« 
crow-bar, — and  as  if  his  companion  (of  whom 
■he  now  first  became  aware)  was  forced  to 
accomplish  the  most. 


raj,  I 
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I  «bKh  Smmm\  miIiwIj bad  fomriti. 

I  — ^ne  Miiiiw  n  opcaed,  WaldsteJa  pir- 

I  nMdJ«H«hohHd.a>d  begged  ber» 

I  cMragiiiglf  aot  to  be  afrsid,  for  be  wMld_ 

I  In^  bar  nfrly  dov>.— Ibwardl;,  bat  fi 

L  w«ll^  Ibiitay  tbe  Deity,  sbe  sprangft 

^^^^^  «w<  lipfii  ttnagb,  aad  was  re«eiiedj9 
^^H  Wd^teM'sVM — OBeMi»ienl.whitstt& 
^^^H  wrmm  ■■eiwhi  tba  UMbaif  girl,  a  raptot 
^^^B  Miiif  bMiifc«dalllb«^bt3ortbeirpecului 
^^^^P  liliMliiM  Ina  aar  bom's  miod  i  bot,"Sbej| 
1^^^^  Bot  ban  lor  Aemf  cried  a  wamiiig  vw 
mtim  bin.  He  csDected 
tniacJ  Uto  ihinrt  aaconecioas  girl,  sad  I 
led.  half  bote  ber  down  tfa«  steps  of  tbe  ladj 
der,  wbicb  WeUm,  who  bad  pasbed  bastin 
oo  b«furt\  DOW  beld  Grm. 

When  arrived  at  the  botion,  WaldstoK^ 
tbrw  OTcr  the  rescaed  maid  a  Swedish  b 
■MBB  doak.   Leopold  presented  ber  a  cap  of  fl 
CMnqpooding  character  I  and  il  « 
wbwrrc^  that  both  men  were  attired  in  tbt  ] 
amkj  miifonD  of  the  enemy. 
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AH  this  was  the  work  of  a  few  momeiits. 
He  yontbs  goided  Joanna,  trenibliag  with 
joy  and  anxiety,  down  to  the  shore,  where 
there  was  a  boat  in  waiting;  for  them. 

The  strength  and  resolation  which,  daring 
the  business  of  her  liberation,  had  upheld 
oar  heroine,  abandoned  her  when  nearly  in 
Bafely.  The  different  sensations  which  dur- 
ing the  shortly- passed  moments  had  rushed 
upon  her,  bad  been  too  mighty,  too  variable, 
— and  she  felt  so  exhausted,  that  she  was 
hardly  capable  of  getting  into  the  boat.  But, 
as  they  glided  over  the  face  of  the  water, 
recollection  returned,  and  with  an  intense 
coflscioDsness  of  what  Waldstein  bad  done 
for  her,  she  slid  from  off  the  bench  upon 
which  he  had  placed  her  in  the  boat, — and 
from  his  arm,  which  snpported  her, — to  bis 
feet,  EtriviDg  (though  sdmost  incapable  of 
speech)  to  thank  him  for  his  exertion  and 
hazLird.  In  vain,  for  some  time,  did  the  latter 
endeavour  to  raise  and  reassure  her. — 

Wnlden,  during  this  scene,  had,  with  his 
customary  acuteness  and  consideration,  kepi 
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aloof,  and  engaged  the  boatman  in  converu 
tion,  to  draw  otT  bis  attention  likewise :  bg 
as  soon  as  Joanna  had  been  persuaded  f 
resame  her  seat,  Albert  called  him  forwaij 
and  the  friends  learnt  irom  tlieir  fair  coi 
paoion,  how  she  bad  lived  whilst  in  conGoN 
ment;  how  sLe  had  gained  information  of  tl 
attack  npon  the  bridge-tower;  her  meetii 
with  Count  Marliaitz ;  her  capture,  exan 
nation,  and  other  circamstances.  The  i 
collection  of  so  much  that  had  been  paiafd 
the  mention  of  so  many  important  occid 
rences — presented,  now  they  were  in  safe^ 
a  welcome  diversioti,  and  hindered  WaldsUn 
and  Joanna  from  yielding  too  mach  to  th^ 
sensibilities. 

Thus  engaged,  tbe  long  course  down  t 
Moldavia  seemed  to  occupy  but  little  tim 
and  Waldslein  slatted  up  astonished,  as,  ft 
below  the  city,  the  boat  put  to  shore, 
trees  became  visible  nader  which  WnldeB 
had  ordered  his  groom  to  wait  with  1 
saddled  horses.  They  found  every  thing  is 
readiness,  and  upon  one  horse  a  packet  cod> 
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taioiiig  three  maottes  of  that  description 
usaally  worn  by  BobemiaD  bourgeois.  Each 
oT  the  youths  immediately  threw  one  of  these 
over  his  Swedish  uniform,  which  il  completely 
concealed, — and  directed  Joanna  to  follow 
their  example. 

This  done,  Waldstcin  assisted  Joanna  to 
mount  her  horse,  and,  as  they  proceeded  at 
a  pretty  quick  pace,  infonned  her  of  Uic  plan 
he  and  Wuiden  had  laid  down  for  her  safety. 
Themselves,  he  told  her,  were  forced  to  be 
4gatD,  betimes  on  the  following  day,  in 
Prague,  at  the  posts  to  which  honor  and 
duty  called  them.  They  could  not  therefore 
accompany  Joanna  far,  and  bad,  on  that 
acconnt,  resolved  to  condoct  her  to  an  nnmar- 
ried  relation  of  Leopold's  (a  sister  of  his 
father)  in  the  vicinity  of  Kaurzim,  who  had 
for  a  long  time  lived  there  retired,  and  to 
whom  bur  ncpliew  bad  already,  the  evening 
before,  sent  a  courier  Iq  order  to  make  her 
acqaainted  with  the  whole  occurrence. 

"  Yet  notwithstanding  this  forewarning," 
cried  Wuiden,  gaily,  "  I  would  lay  any  wager 
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iny  worthy  relative  thinks  that  Joanoa  and  1 
are  playing  the  bero  and  beroixieofaromaDGe^ 

"Well,  a  romance  it  certainly  is,"  uk 
awered  Albert. 

"  True,"  rejoined  his  friend,  '*  bat  for  tk 
hero,  we  mast  look  elsewhere." 

"  Bat,"  said  Joanna  timidly,  "  as  yon  c« 
not  have  had  any  reply  to  your  conunaoiM 
tion,  may  not  my  vbit  be  possibly  unvet 
come  ? — I  fear — " 

"  Fear  nothing,"  interrupted  the  i 
Leopold :  "  I  know  my  annt  well,  who  % 
contrary  to  the  nsnal  custom  of  old  i 
the  best  creature  in  the  world,  and  particiH 
larly  fond  of  having  any  band  in  an  adventara. 
Be  assured,  she  will  receire  you  with  >B 
kindness." 

"  Sboatd  she  indeed  do  so,  I  will  strive  bt 
the  utmost  to  deserve  it,"  answered  Joanna. 

"  Yon  already  deserve  it,"  iaterrnptel 
Waldstein.  "Bat  listen  further. — Yon  w 
remain  with  the  Lady  Theresa  von  Wulden 
until  the  roads  are  free  from  the  Swede*, 
(who  have  now  tarned  toward  tbo  parts  of 
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Tabor  and  Bndweis.)  when  I  shall  probably 
bave  you  conducted  to  my  relation,  the 
Coantesa  Harracb,  at  Vienna." 

Joanna  heard  these  arrangements  with  a 
kind  of  terror.  She  was  to  be  removed  from 
Pragae,  perhaps  For  a  tang  period ;  and  sepa- 
ration from  him  who  appeared  to  ber  almost 
JQ  more  than  an  earthly  light  waa  inevitable, 
immediate.  She  was  struck  dumb;  bat,  too 
collecled  and  too  discreet  to  object,  she  said, 
after  a  pause ; — 

"  I  acknowledge  the  advaotage  and  kind 
precantioD  which  your  plan  imphes,  my  Lord! 
Permit  me  only  to  ask  one  question : — what 
will  be  done  with  regard  to  my  father  ?" — 

"  Your  question  is  reasonable,"  answered 
Waldstein; — "for  awhile  the  good  old  man 
nngt  remain  in  doubt,  as  to  the  details  of 
your  fate.  Bat  when  he  learns,  to-morrow, 
that  you  bave  escaped,  I  hope  that  this  cer- 
tainty of  yonr  deliverance  will  put  him  at 
ease  on  the  other  score;  —  and  sobse- 
quen  tly ^ — ■ — " 
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"My  lord!"  iaterrupted  Joanna: — "  mj 
father  is  not  Id  Prague — be  will  learn  notbiag 
to-morrow." 

"  Not  in  Prague  ?"  cried  Albert :  "  wher» 
is  he  tUenr 

"  That  I  know  not,"  returned  Joanna; 
sent  to  inform  me  by  a  confidentiai  pers< 
few  days  since,  that  beconld  not  be  a  wil 
of  niy  death,  and  was  going  to  try  s 
chance," 

"  Of  what?"  intermpled  Walden,  hastit^ 

"  That  is  as  little  known  to  me,"  replie 
she,  "  as  whither  be  is  gone.  But  on  aoootf 
of  Ibis  very  nucertaioty,  I  feel  impelled 
intreat — " 

"  I  understand  you,  Joanna,"  said  Wal 
rtein,  kindly,  "  But  for  the  present  nobo 
—not  even  be — must  know  where  you  ai 
Bertram  is  a  worthy  and  excellent  man,  tt 
a  tender  father ;  but  in  this  matter,  I  dn 
not  trust  him.  Even  his  joy  might  betn 
the  secret.  But  this  I  promise  yoo 
shall,  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly  find  meaos  of 
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funiiabiDff  him  witb  Ibc  intelJigeDce,  learn 
tfast  you  are  in  safety." 

Joanna  bowed  her  bead,  and  said  do  more. 

Leopold  DOW  observed  —  "  This  conversa- 
tion induces  us  to  ride  too  slowly.  Kemeni' 
ber,  the  Swedes  may  be  at  our  beeb,  and  it 

would  be  well,  therefore,  to  spur  on." 

They  did  so,  and  fiew — each  wrapped  in  the 
veil  of  some  pecaliar  train  of  thought — across 
the  plain.— With  Waldstein  and  Joauna,  in- 
deed, thought  was  busy. 

The  night  was  now  fast  passing,  and  they 
Tere  not  far  distant  front  tlie  termination  of 
tbeir  journey,  when  day  began  to  dawn  in  the 
east,  and  gave  to  view  the  outlines  of  sur- 
roaoding  objects,  while  the  morning-star 
beamed  on  them  from  the  leil.  Leopold  now 
reminded  his  companions,  that  they  must 
leave  the  high  road  for  a  side-path,  which  he 
pointed  out. 

"  The  morning-star  shows  ns  the  way," 
said  Waldstein,  raising  his  eye  sadly  toward 
it,  as  thought  of  the  approaching  separation 
fell  heavy  apon  his  heart.    They  dow  per- 
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ceived  at  a  distance  the  grey  walls  of  the 
castle,  which  was  situated  od  the  gummit  of 
a  little  bill.     They  soon  reached  it,   and  a4- 
mittance  being  demanded   and   given,    f 
riders  sprang  into  the  coart.     Ad  aged 
male  attendant  now  appeared  with  the  inC 
mation,  that  her  noble  lady  was   sleepin 
bat  that   she  bad   orders  to   receive  Bai 
Wnlden  and  bis  compaoy. 

Albert  assisted  Joanna  to  dismount,  vrl 
through  the  eicertion  of  the  ride  and  ber  01 
anxiety  united,  was  almost  worn  out.  " 
would  intreat  of  you,"  said  Albert,  tumii 
to  Leopold,  "  to  procure  some  refresbme 
for  onr  companion ;  she  is  nigh  fainting," 

Wuldcn  gave  directions  to  the  atteodi 
(who  had  been  measuring  and  examining  tl 
supposed  lad  with  curious  looks,  and  Dt 
beard  astonished  that  a  female  form  v. 
concealed  by  the  ample  riding-cloak):  and 
order  to  insure  prompt  measures — as  well  1 
^om  delicacy  to  tb«  others — he  entered  bin- 
self  the  interior  of  the  building,  leaving 
Waldstein  and  Joanna  in  the  ball. 
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Our  bero  conducted  bis  fair  charge  to  a 
seat,  and  pressed  her  band  fervently  witbin 
hia  own: — but  neither  spake,  for  their  emo- 
tioD  was  too  deep  for  words. 

Wulden  had  imagined  that  these  moments 
would  have  been  appropriated  to  bidding 
each  other  farewell^  but  bis  return  fouud 
both,  as  we  have  described,  silent.  Not  a 
syllable  bad  lightened  their  full  hearts.  He 
brought  a  message  of  nsucb  courtesy  from 
his  aunt,  who  promised  to  use  the  greatest 
caution  to  ensure  Joanna's  safety.  Another 
female  domestic  followed  bim,  stating  that 
every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  the  lady's 
accommodatioD ;  and  it  now  became  obvious 
that  the  parting  moment  had  arrived.  Jo- 
BDua,  collecting  all  her  strength,  raised  her- 
self from  the  seat,  made  a  respectful  obei- 
sance to  her  youthful  Lord,  who  returned 
her  farewell  with  repressed  ardor, — and  only 
adding,  in  a  broken  voice,  "  Greet  my  fa- 
tber!"  vanished  into  the  castle  with  her 
guide. 

He  young  men  now  mounted  their  steeds. 
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sod  rode  at  a  very  swift  pace  into  the  open 
oouDtry.  It  WB3  some  time  before  any  Us- 
oonrse  passed  between  tbcm.  Indeed,  (ha 
towers  of  Prague  had  grown  upon  their  view, 
before  Waldstein's  abstraction  (which  hii 
thend  did  not  choose  to  interrupt)  gave  way. 
He  now  checked  his  horse,  and  stretohiog 
oat  his  hand  to  Wuldeii,  said  :  "  How  shall 
I  thank  yoa,  my  dear  friend,  for  vhat  jroa 
ha?e  done  for  me  this  night!" — 

"  By  saying  va  more  about  it,"   replied 
the    frank-hearted    young    man.       "   It 
enough  for  me,  that  our  expedition  bas 
ceeded;  tbat  tbehcroic  giriis  safe;  and 
your  heart  has  recovcied  its  serenity. 

"  Alasl"    answered    Waldsteia,     with 
moarnful  smile,  "   that  is  nut  so.      Nei 
again  shall  I  be  light  of  heart.     This  poor' 
young  wuman, — for  why,  Leopold,  should  I 
strive,  even  if  I  could  successfulljf,  to  hida 

the  truth   from    you? this    poor 

woman  bas  been  preserved  from  a  cruel, 
merited  death,  but  not  from  a  fatal  pt 
She  loves  me,   Leopold!    1  have 
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pil;  excited  io  the  bosom  of  one  to  whom 
reciprocity  of  affection  would  be  madness, 
a  flame  which  consnmes  her,  and  has  com- 
mnnicated  itself  to  me,  I  have  sought  long 
to  hide  from  my  heart  the  consciousness  of 
this  truth — but  it  is  forced  upon  me !" 

Wulden  was  toocbed  to  the  quick. — His 
nature,  although  volatile,  was  capable  of  the 
truest  feeling  and  the  nicest  delicacy  i  and 
blending  his  own  with  his  friend's  lamenta- 
tions, respecting  the  cruelty  of  circum- 
stances in  this  instance,  he  utterly  forbore 
from  all  attempt  at  raillery,  even  when  Wald- 
§teia  professed  his  intention  of  leading,  for 
Joanna's  sake,  a  life  of  celibacy. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


On  re-entering:  fi®  ^^^Y'  which  they  «■ 
oomplished,  as  they  had  left  it  the  Ibrega'in; 
night,  without  remark,  the  frieods  beheM 
with  surprise  the  populace,  as  well  be  the 
garrison,  io  lively  activity  upon  the  walls— 
ae  abo  round  the  gates;   whilst  in  the  adja- 

•  cent  streets  likewise  unusual  bustle  predomi- 
nated.— ^ow,  as  the  enemy  was  distant  and 
oo  immediate  danger  to  be  anticipated,  these 
appearances  looked  very  singnlar.  The; 
might,  however,  be  merely  precautionary,  of 
have  for  their  object  reparation  of  those  da- 

•  mages  occasioned  by  the  former  attacks. 

The  young  men  hastened,  Wulden  to  bis 
&ther,  and  Waldstein  to  Placby, — in  order 
to  ease  both  of  all  anxiety.     Tbey  had  in- 
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deed  iDveoted  a  plausible  excuse,  on  ibe 
preceding  eveoing,  for  their  iotended  ab- 
sence, and  consequently  no  fresh  inquiries 
were  now  made.  From  their  friends  they 
learnt  however,  the  occasion,  and  necessity, 
of  the  increased  activity  alluded  to. — Bad 
news  had  arrived. — General  Wiirtemberg,  it 
was  reported,  bad  overtaken  and  beaten 
Buchheim  before  the  latter  had  been  able  to 
effect  a  junction  with  tho  force  of  Golz,  and 
therefore  General  Conti  considered  it  bis 
duty  to  put  himself  and  the  garrison  in  the 
greatest  activity.  Workmen  were  every 
vhere  ordered  to  repair  to  the  ditferent  de- 
spoiled parts  of  the  walls,  in  order  to  put 
Ihem  into  a  state  of  defence;  fresh  iatrenoh- 
ments  were  to  be  thrown  up,  mines  dug, 
arms  and  artillery  prepared,  and  means 
taken  to  cast  cuonon-balls  and  howitzers. 

Albert  and  Leopold  betook  themselves  to 
their  posl^,  and  were  soon  in  the  thick  of 
basiness.  Every  thing  went  on  spiritedly:  the 
ottisena  worked  as  well  as  the  soldiers  ;  and, 
io  B  few  days,  the  fortifications  were  in  sach 
i2 
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forward  progress,  that  the  advance  of  tbt 
Swedish  force  aoder  Wiirtember^  might  be 
awaited  with  tolerable  confideace. 

And  Id  reality  it  did  advance  1    Tbe  report) 
bad   DOt  been  unfouDded.      Bucbheim  had 

I  beea  overlakeD,  beaten,  and  made  prisoner; 

'  aod  Wurtemberg,  having  scoured  and  devas- 
tated the  country  around,  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, shortly  present  himself,  once  more, 
before  tbe  walls  of  Prague. 

Wald stein,    under     these    circumsta&cei, 

'  foond  abundant  occupation  to  divert  bis  miod 
from  thoughts  of  Joanna.  He  disclosed  k 
retreat  to  no  one,  and  thereby  cut  himsell'  4 
from  all  chance  of  receiving  intelligence  tl 
specting  her  welfare;  and  as  to  either  he  1 
Leopold  leaving  tbe  garrison,  even  for  a  siori 
day,  it  was  not  to  be  thought  of. 

Meanwhile  Wiirlemberg,  contrary  to  t 
pectation,  engaged  himself  with  tbe  sMge  d 
Tabor;  and  this  event  rendered  tbe  cotnm 
nication  between  Prague  and  tbe  adjat 
country  more  free.  Hence,  to  his  surpiii 
Waldateio  one  morning  received  a  1 


WALDSTEIN. 


173 


his  tower  from  the  old  Boron  von  Zelstow, 
who  embraced  bim  witb  true  paternal  joy, 
and  made  him  relate  circumstanlially  all  tbat 
bad  happened  to  him  and  the  town.  This  ac- 
ooant  finished,  Waldstein  enquired,  in  retnrn, 
bow  it  bad  gone  with  bis  friends  at  Troy  t 

"  Alas!  bad, nephew, bad  !"  answered  the 

old  man ;  "  For  awhile,  we  were  almost  ba- 

raased  to  death ;  but,  than  1c  God!  we  are,  for 

the  present,  at  least,  freed   from  our  perse- 

I   cnton." 

"How  80?  Have  the  Swedes  retired  also 
on  that  side?" 

"  Not  exactly;  but  our  party  has  with- 
drawn itself." 

"  What!  is  the  Colonel  no  longer  at  Troy? 
How  comes  tbat?" 

'  Many  things  have  occnrred; — and  af&ira 
stand  not  now  as  they  di<l  some  weeks  ago. 
Yon,  of  course,  know  of  the  matter  respecting' 
your  steward's  daughter." 

"  Yes,  indeed  !"  replied  Waldstein,  some- 
what startled  ;  "  she  was  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted :" — 
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"  A;  !  they  did  indeed  meditate  that  most 
shaDaerol  actof  injustice;  and  Colonel Streit- 
befgwas  foremost  in  urging  its  completioB.  J 
It  was  this  which  irritated  my  niece;  thcjffl 
quarrelled  several  times  about  it ;  and  Helen 
at  length  determined  to  free  the  aofortnnatc 
girl  from  the  fate  that  awaited  her." 

"Helen!"  exclaimed  Waldstein;  " Sh 
determine  to  act  in  direct  and  pablic  opp^ 
ption  to  her  betruthed  ?" 

"  Not  public !    The  whole  was   arrai^li! 
privately.     Bat,  it  seems,  her  eSbrt  was  i 
too  late." 

"  Too  late !"  repeated  Albert,  afiectb^ 
great  anrprise : — 

"  Even  so :  when  the  jailer,  who  had  heek 
bribed  by  Helen,  unlocked  the  prisan-doa^ 
y  Bnd  was  going  to  lead  out  the  girl,  he  did  not 
[  find  her,  though  he  found,  both  at  the  window 
B  jwd  the  walls,  marks  of  a  forcible  entrance." 
'  Bat  the  tower  is  thence  very  high  and 
f  Bteep :" — 

"True: — it  could  not  have  been  an  easy 
I  enterprise.    Whoever  liberated  her,  ventured 
bis  necis ;"— ^ 
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"  I  heard,  and  gladly,  that  the  girl  had 
vanished,  but  nobody  cunl  d  tell  me  how." 

Waldsteia  paused; — and  the  Baron  re- 
sumed: "  This  disappointment  in  her  expe- 
dition grieved  my  niece  sadly;  for  she  told 
me  (to  whom  she  confided  the  whole  affair) 
that  she  had  undertaken  it  principally  on  yoar 
acconnt." 

"  Od  my  account !"  exclaimed  Albert,  now 
really  astonished,  and  looking  incredulous. — 

"Yes : — I  can  assure  you,"  added  the  Baroa, 
smiling,  "  that  there  seems  a  considerable 
nnrolutioD  in  the  yoang  lady's  heart.  The 
d^iverer  of  the  Old-Tawn  and  the  heroic 
defender  of  the  bridge-tower,  appears  to  the 
hi^h-sooled  'Helen  of  Troy'  in  a  very  glo- 
rious light." 

But  if  this  communication  was  either  meant 
orexpected  to  be  joyfully  received,  thespeaker 
must  have  found  himself  mistaken.  On  Wald- 
stein,  the  impression  made  thereby,  so  far 
from  being  agreeable,  was  decidedly  the  re- 
verse. "  He  con  aaure  me!"  thought  our 
hero  ; — "  What! is  this  then  a  message  ! 
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And  does  she  imagine  me  so  frail  as  to  bg 
thus  lighlly  canght  again?" 

The  loquacious  Baron,  finding  Albert  maiii- 
tained  silence,  and  conceiving  that  still  pltuoer 
speaking  was  advisable,  went  rambling  <m^ 
and  was  even  conGrming  Waldstein's  snppv 
sition,  by  saying  that  he  was  cliargcd  wilk 
greetings  Irom  the  fair  maiden  to  her  coDsin,^ 
when  the  latter  interrupted  him  by  abrupt); 
asking, — "  And  are  these  greelings  and  thi» 
late  attempt  to  rescue  the  Bohemian  \i 
known  to  the  lady's  betrothed?" 

"  Why,  Dot  to  bim  certainly.  How  C8B 
you  ask  such  a  question  I — Besides,  he  is  M 
longer  in  Prague." — 

"  Not    in   Prague!      No    doabt,    tfaei^ 
busied  in  scenting   out  the  track  of  the 
tended  sacrifice  to  bis  passion  of  revenge  1 

"  No:  he  seems  to  have  abandoned  tfad, 
project; — but  not  so  Kiinigsmark — which 
very  strange.  The  same  night  that  the  maidea 
escaped,  came  a  courier  from  Leipsic,  order- 
ing the  execution  to  be  suspended ;  and 
when  it  was  told  the  Field-Marshal  that  st 
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any  rate  it  could  not  have  taken  place,  as  tfae 
oriminal  had  vanished,  he  is  said  to  have  been 
quite  frantic,  and  to  have  made  search  for  her 
every  where.  Her  father  is  with  him  in 
Leipaic." 

"What!  Bertram!"  cried  Waldstein,  ex- 
cited to  the  utmost  by  this  information ;  "  My 
dear  uncle,  yon  relate  wonders!  Bertram 
with  Kbnigsmark?  And  Konigsraark  intent 
□pon  6nding  the  maiden — although  anxions, 
before  her  examination,  to  get  out  of  the 
way! — What  does  all  this  mean?  It  seems 
inconceivable." 

"  It  did  so  to  Odowalaky.  He  was  latterly 
io  the  worst  of  hamoars,  as  he  showed  to 
avery  body,  not  even  excepting  his  betrothed. 
This  gave  rise  to  all  sorts  of  scenes,  disputes, 
reconciliations  and  fresh  disputes.  In  fact, 
the  prospect  of  this  ill-assorted  connexion 
looks  altogether  unhappy  :  and  I  was  heartily 
glad  when  I  saw  the  Colonel's  preparations 
to  be  off," 

"  Bot  has  be  left  at  his  own  instance,  or  by 
I" 
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"  There  came  iodisputably  a  commaDd 
from  Konigsmark  at  Leipzic,  wbicb  sent  him 
with  Colonel  Coppy  to  Tetschen,  wbiob  Iboy 
were  to  storm  and  take  possessioD  of." 

"  Tetscheo  ?  Oh,  doubtless  to  gain  pos- 
session of  ibe  Elbe,  and  have  its  free  navi- 
gation, in  order  more  conveniently  to  plnadet 

■  the  country!"   exclaimed  Waldstein  passioO' 
I  ately  :   "  This  Odowaisky  is  present  in  every 

■  expeditionformed  to  increase  tbo  unbappiaeM 
I  of  Bohemia '." 

^^^^         "  You  also  think,  then,  their  object  to  be  I 
^^^^L  jpossessioQ  of  the  Elbe?" 

^^^^H^  "  I  see  no  reason  whatever  to  donbt  it,*  I 
^^^^V  «nswered  Waldstein ;  and  added,  returaiag 
^^^^V  to  the  subject  of  Odowaisky, — "Then  tbe 
^^^^^L  Colonel's  absence  it  seems  is  not  voluntary^ 
^^^^^r  "  I  incline  to  think  it  is,"  replied  Von 
^^^^H^-  Z  elstow:"  there  are  pretty  plain  evidences 
^^^^^P'Aat  he  has  himself  sought  tliis  commission. 
^^^^^M  I  tell  you,  Albert,  matters  do  not  stand  be- 
^^^^^a  tween  this  coaple  ns  they  ought  to  do  between 
^^^^H^  betrothed  parties,  and  [  guess  tliat  you  are 
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"Oh,  a  truce  to  joking  od  that  score, 
dear  uDcIe,"  said  Waldsttjiu  very  gravely : 
"  for  ought  else  but  joking,  your  allpsions 
cannot  imply.  Truly,  my  heart  is  now  occu- 
pied with  very  different  matters,  and  every 
thing  that  bears  relation  to  its  earlier  attach- 
meol,  I  have  taught  myself  to  regard  as  a 
sort  of  high-treason  against  my  country." 

They  were  now  interrupted,  and  Wald- 
stein  was  obliged  to  proceed  down  the  in- 
trenobments  on  the  Moldavia  shore,  accom- 
panied by  the  Baron,  who  examined  with 
interest,  as  an  old  soldier,  the  completed 
labours.  He  then  parted  from  Waldstein, 
with  the  promise  of  repeating  his  visits  so 
long  as  the  town  remained  free  of  access. 

Within  Waldstein's  soul,  what  the  Barou. 
bad  told  him  respecting  Helen  and  her  at- 
tempt at  rescuing  Joanna,  left  few  traces. — 
In  honest  truth,  be  did  not  believe  in  this 
attempt,  and  held  the  whole  to  be  a  fable 
composed  in  order  to  give  Helen  new  im- 
portance iu  bis  eyes,  and  in  order  that  her 
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former  adorer  might  not  altogether  free  hi  on 
self  from  his  old  chaiDS.  Much  deeper  im* 
pressioD  had  been  made  upon  him  by  the  few 
words  spoken  by  the  Baron  about  JoaonB. 
And  it  might  hence  be  perceived,  that,  with* 
regard  to  himself  and  his  fatare  destiny  al^ 
regarded  that  maiden,  he  was  by  no  means  so* 
much  at  his  ease — perhaps  even  not  allog*^ 
ther  so  much  decided— as  he  wished  to  ima- 
gine. However  plainly  the  necessity  appeared 
to  him,  at  times,  of  an  eternal  separation, 
there  were  still  other  moments  when  ths 
thought  forced  itself  more  strongly  into  bil 
mind  ofsubduing  or  despising  the  prejudices 
of  rank  and  tlie  opinion  of  the  world. 

What  some  days  before  had  been  feare^ 
— the  return  of  the  troops  under  Wiirlembetf 
before  Prague, — took  place  but  too  soon,  ao4 
was  preceded  by  the  melancholy  news  of  tba 
storming  of  the  ctty  of  Tabor,  within  whoM 
walls,  still  strong  from  their  origin  in  the 
period  of  the  Hussites,  many  noble  familiei 
and  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  coanti]* 
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bad  deposited  their  best  treasures  and  efiegts, 
and  vhicb,  oa  that  very  accoDnt,  presented 
allurement  to  the  rapacious  eoemy. 

Shortly  alter  this  discouragiDg  event  was, 
as  a  certainty,  known  in  Prague,  the  coloars 
and  ensigns  of  the  Swedes  were  observed  one 
morning,  by  the  sentinels  stationed  upon  the 
Klein  and  Heinrichs  towers,  waving  at  a  dis- 
tance behind  the  hills  which  surround  the 
Bohemian  capital.  Notice  was  immediately 
given  to  the  Commandant,  and  with  equal 
promptitude  did  the  adjutants  fly  in  direction 
of  the  various  gates  of  the  New-Town. 
These  were  now  closed  and  barricaded  with 
the  means  already  at  hand ;  the  troops  on  the 
walls  reinforced ;  and  every  thing  placed  in 
a  state  of  order  for  battle.  In  a  couple  of 
hours  ailerward,  the  van-guard  of  the  Swedes 
was  perceived  advancing,  divided  into  parties, 
upon  the  adjacent  heights  i  and  thus  every 
thing  around  Prague  again  wore  that  melan- 
choly aspect  of  constraint  and  privation  which 
lad  so  recently  thrown  oBT.  Wiirtemberg 
tibund  the  walls  and  garrison  in  a  proper  de- 
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feasible  state,  and  acknowledged  that  the 
taking  of  tbe  city  woald,  owing  to  the  works 
which  bis  absence  bad  allowed  the  citizens  ta 
eti'ect,  be  extremely  diflicult.  Still  he  hoped 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Palatine,  who  was  ex- 
pected very  shortly,  and  then  it  was  resolved> 
to  attack  Prague  at  once  from  every  sidv 
with  such  violence  as  to  make  it  impossibli 
for  the  garrison,  which  was  Id  almost  (oUl 
want  of  artillery,  to  bold  out  long. 

Tbis  consummation  was  indeed  feared  bf 
the  inhabitants,  but  their  determiaation  t» 
defend  themselves  to  the  very  last  estremi^ 
was  still  as  firm  as  ever — a  feeling-  shared  by 
all  classes. — Companies  were  formed  of  tkt 
mechanics,  official  persons,  and  servants;— 
and  even  such  of  the  spiritoal  class  as  wen 
yet  young  or  strong  enough  to  bear  armv 
inspired  and  borne  away  by  tbe  spirit  and 
enthusiasm  which  animated  all  Prague,  fot^ 
lowed  this  example,  and  arranged  themselvet. 
under  tbe  orders  of  the  Provosts  into  a  corpt 
two  hundred  strong. 

These  defensive   measures  had  not   beea 
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loDg  io  operatioD,  in  consequence  of  Wiir- 
temberg's  retnrn,  when,  oae  morning,  a  tre- 
mendous thundering  of  caonon,  opposite  the 
walls  of  the  Kleinseite,  awoko  in  terror  Uie 
whole  of  Prague.  In  the  Palace- garden,  on 
the  Bruska,  the  Strabower  and  St.  Law- 
rence's hills,  artillery  had  been  dragged  up 
and  planted,  and  at  the  same  moment  all 
poured  fortli  their  destructive  fire  upon  the 
Old  and  New-Towns.  At  the  same  time  the 
Boandof  trumpets  and  joyful  healing  of  drums 
was  heard,  with  other  signs  of  warlike  re- 
joicing. Soon,  divisions  of  troops  were  seen 
wearing  uniforms  hitherto  strange  to  the  be- 
sieged ;  and  the  inference  was  clear,  that  the 
Palatine,  and  with  him  a  numerous  addition 
lo  the  hostile  force,  had  arrived. 

This  then  was  the  momeot  for  serious  com- 
bat and  defence !  Before  each  gate  of  Prague 
another  corps  was  stationed.  The  Palatine 
at  the  New-gate, — Konigsmark  to  the  left  tn 
the  vineyards, — and  Wiirtemher^  before  the 
Wisschrader  and  Boss -gate. 
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The  Pragnese  maintained  themselves  b^' 
roically;  they  even  made  several  aallie 
which  they  did  considerable  hurt  to  tlw 
eflemy,though  their  own  danger  increased  wttk 
each  day.  Already  the  walls  were  in  severdi 
parts  in  ashes,  and  the  towers  razed  ;  1 
with  stern  resolution  did  the  besieged  pi) 
behind  each  fallen-in  bulwark  a  fresh  one 
wood,  or  other  materials,  but  oftener  of  coa^ 
rageuus  combatants,  against  whom  the  foi 
of  the  storm  broke  in  vain,  and  the  enei 
was  forced  to  withdraw  with  great  loss. 

Greatly  incensed  at  the  obstinacy  of  tht^ 
Pragnese,  who  ventured  to  oppose  them- 
selves to  his  heroic  coarse,  and  detain  hi 
long  before  a  city,  the  taking  of  which  vanity 
and  the  flattery  of  others  had  painted  to  him  as 
easy,  the  Palatine  bore  this  anexpected  op- 
position with  great  impatience.  In  order  to 
cheer  and  divert  him,  his  adjutants  and  coiir 
tiers  proposed  excursions  to  adjacent  places 
whenever  any  day  of  repose  occurred  to  the 
besieging  forces :    the   castles  of  the  neigb- 
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booriog  nobility,  abo,  wete  hommni  bf  vMli 
which  most  of  tbea  wm^i  mmtk  alktr  ha«* 
dispensed  witJi. 

Among  the  first  oi  tkeas  «m  ^  Cads  «r 
Troy.     Here    tin 
■elves  more  wd 
for    here  dwelt   the  WtMAai  af  <a*   «f 
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Til B  automnal  da;  was  cool  and  or«i!CB»t; 
tha  Moldavia  mista  were  spreadlDf  oTertks 
&4JaceDt  hills ;  the  fields  vers  barret!. — tbe 
former  harvest  bavio^  been  gathered,  aod 
nobody  having  either  time  or  courage,  in  tke 
commotion  of  tbe  bostile  invasion,  to  plosgfa 
or  sow  again.  Tbe  variegated  leaves  drop- 
ped from  tbe  trees,  and  through  the  boo^ 
the  eye  met  a  veiled  sky,  which  bang  down 
sadly  over  tbe  desolate  scene. 

Helen  wandered  full  of  tbonght  along  tbe 
walls  of  tbe  garden,  where  now  neither 
(lowers  nor  fruit  smilingly  met  her  gaze,  bat 
every  where  around  were  traces  of  cbaogt 
of  decline.  No  chant  of  birds  in  the  abfk» 
doned  shrubbery  —  not  even  tbe  chirping  of) 
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the  titmouse  :  and  she  beard  nonght  save  the 
rustling  of  her  own  footsteps  among  tbe  fallen 
leaves  which  covered  tbe  walks. 

Her  soul,  like  the  images  surrounding  her, 
vaa  gloomy  and  grave.  She  thought  of  that 
time  when  nature  glowed  in  the  warm  snn- 
shine  of  summer, —  when  hope,  apparently 
well-grounded,  opened  to  her  the  prospect  of 
a  brilliant  future ;  by  all  abserved, — by  many 
envied  ;  when,  trusting  to  Odowalsky's  pro- 
mises aud  to  his  spirit,  she  regarded  herself, 
at  his  side,  as  a  re-establieher  of  her  party ; — 
when  she  turned  away  wilb  coldness  the  gentle 
youth  who  only  approached  her  bashfully,  in 
order  to  follow  a  bold  hero  on  his  beaming 
path. — ^Wbat  had  become  of  all  these  prond 
expectations  ? 

Odowalsky'g  plan  bad  only  half  succeeded ; 
each  attempt  to  effectuate  it,  bad  hitherto 
foundered.  His  credit  vith  the  Swedes  bad 
sank  ; — there  was  no  longer  any  thinking  of  a 
suitable  reward  for  bis  services,  aud  still  less 
of  those  prospects  of  inQnence,  honor,  and 
power,  which  had  formerly  animated  him,  and 
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driven  him  to  the  dubious  eoterprisc.  These 
dieappointmetits  had  still  more  incensed  ao 
already  embittered  mind  ;  his  mood  was  dark^ 
his  behaviour  rongh, — and,  what  shocked  her 
nearly  as  much, — almost  vulgar.  He  fipar«<[ 
nobody,  not  even  Lerself.  And  what  dait 
depths  of  his  spirit  had  his  behaviour  towari 
Waldstein,  and  the  passion  of  revenge,  mad 
visible !  What  a  fate  seemed  to  await  hef 
beside  this  man  \ 

"  He  has  changed !" — thus  she  closed  her 
solitary  reflections :—"  Either  the  destrnctiatf 
of  his  hopes  has  prodaced  a  complete  revo' 
lution  within  bim,  or  he  deceived  me  at  tbt 
Srst,  ttn.Aacted&  character  foreiga  to  bin  owtt 
I  coold  not  myself  bave  so  erred  in  the  u 
nor  have  lost  myself  so  blindly  in  bis  lu 
Whichever  way  I  view  him,  he  either  i 
longer  is,  or  never  was,  what  I  originally  b 
lieved  him. — And  am  I  then,  ander  soch  d 
camstances,  bound  to  keep  the  faith  wbicli  1 
rowed  ? — Yet,"  continned  she,  as  these  ft 
phisms  passed  through  her  mind,  "be  lovei 
me  ;  his  passion  is  all  that  has  remained  fir« 
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ID  the  great  ruin.  Me  loves  me  truly.  Dare 
1  forsake  him?— But  does  my  beart,  and  its 
wishes,  claim  no  consideration?  Tbat  which 
Odowalskyop/jearef^,  WaliJsteiu  is  in  reality — 
noble,  courageous,  disliugulshed,  meritorioos. 
He  loved  me  ;  and  I,  fool !  mistook  him ! 

"  But  is  the  charm  for  ever  dissolved  I — Is 
it  Dot  still  in  my  power  to  awaken  the  smoul- 
dering flame  of  hisaffectioD? — True,  my  uncle 
maintains  that  Waldstein  remained  so  calm  at 
the  ffiention  of  my  uame,  that  not  the  slight- 
est spark  even  of  indignation  announced  a 
warmer  feeling. 

"  But  such  apathy  is  not  possible!"  she 
finally  exclaimed;  "A  deep-grounded  pas- 
aioD  cannot  so  quickly  be  mastered.  But  see, 
tte  each  other  we  must.  When  my  eye  speaks 
to  his;  when  my  voice — which  often,  amidst 
tbe  noise  of  a  crowded  assemblage,  alone 
struck  his  ear — strikes,  as  it  shall,  upon  his 
ktart, — will  he  yet  contioue  cold  and  uncon- 
cerned?  Never  T'  she  cried,  continuing  to 
weave  the  illusion  of  joyous  presentiment. 

At  that  moment,  a  sound  oa  of  horses'  hoofs 
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ftpproachiDg,  reached  her. — "  Sboald  it  be 
Odowalsky?"  thought  she;  "Is   be  already 
retaniiBg!" — ^This  idea  scared  away  her  le- J 
Tiving  serenity;     and,   in   order    to    coUectl 
berselfa  Htile,  and  to  avoid  him,  she  quick^  I 
retired  from  the  garden-gate.  Dear  which  ibl  I 
had  stood,  back  along  the  walks,  and  ascended    , 
the  steps  of  the  castle.     She  now  percetTed 
the  troop,  which  had  already  gained  the  gale. 
They  were,  however,  not  Odowalsky's  dra- 
goons. It  is  true  tbey  bore  the  Swedish  scarfi. 
but  the  feathers  in  their  caps, — of  mingltd 
white,  yellow,  and  blue, — showed  that  tbet 
beloDged  to  the  suite  of  the  Palatine. — ^Al 
that  moment,  she  recognised  the  Prince  him- 
seir,  who  bad  just  then  swung  from  his  prBncing 


Gnstavus  was  of  the  middle  height,  slim, 
and  delicately  formed  ;  fiery  black  eyes  and 
an  aquiline  nose,  g'ave  to  his  features  a  noble 
and  imposing  expression.  He  wore  a  deep 
yellow  fur  dress,  edged  with  sables,  beneatb 
which,  upon  his  breast,  a  cuirass  as  clear  Bs 
silver  presented  itself ; — shining  black  ringlets 
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fell  OD  each  side  npon  his  shonlders,  his  costly 
laced  collar,  and  doublet.  From  the  hat — 
pressed  deeply  aslaot  upon  his  flashing  eyes — 
long  snowy  feathers  droo|>ed  gracefully.  A 
broad  white  scarf,  embroidered  with  gold, 
bung  pendant  from  the  right  shoulder,  leaving 
exposed,  however,  bis  broadsword  with  its 
cross-handle ; — and  wide  half-boots,  decorated 
with  tassels  and  embroidery,  completed  the 
half-warlike,  half-princely  appearance. 

With  that  conlideace  which  the  sense  of 
their  importance  gives  the  great  and  powerful, 
he  advanced  along  the  garden.  And  as  soon 
as  Helen  had  oonviDced  herself  who  it  was, 
and  that  he  was  coming  to  the  castle,  she 
hurried  back  through  the  salooD  into  her 
uncle's  apartment,  and  roused  bim  rather  ab- 
ruptly, with  the  information,  from  a  quiet 
afternoon's  nap. 

Hurrying  on  a  robe  of  state  over  his  house- 
hold costume,  he  hastened,  attended  by  a 
couple  of  his  servants,  to  receive  the  Prince, 
who  bud,  by  this  time,  reached  the  loot  of  the 
tteps,  and  in  whose  manner  some  little  dis- 
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pleasure  began  to  show  ilself  at  bo  person'i 
haviog  advanced   to  meet  him — even  the  f» 
male  figure,  which  he  had  well  perceived  < 
the  steps,  having  vanished. 

The  BaroD  excused  his  late  appearaoce 
best  he  might  —  venting  sundry  comoMi 
places  about  his  ignoraDce  of  the  high  hipt 
which  had  beeninleDdedbim;  and  thePriim 
smiled  graciously,  assuring  him  of  having 
heard  so  much  of  the  beauty  of  the  castle  aai 
its  gardens,  that  he  was  desirous  of  convinoiq 
himself; — particularly  as  he  conceived  ill 
point  of  duty — he  somewhat  uncoiirteoiu^ 
added — to  make  himself  acquainted  as  mock 
as  possible  with  the  fine  country  which  Ik 
now,  as  victor,  might  regard  as  his  own. 

Baron  von  Zelstow  merely  replied  with  I 
how  to  expressions  which  brought  in  tb^r 
train  so  much  food  for  bitter  thought ;  and  the 
Prince,  who  now  advanced  to  the  salooD, 
examined  and  admired  the  beautiful  structait. 
and  its  noble  style ;  leading  his  hearer  to  infer 
from  his  observations,  that  he  had  been  io 
Italy,  and  there  bad  opportunities  of  seeing 
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admiring  tbc   cbefs-d'oeuvres  of  arubi- 

teotnre.     After  faaviiig   looked    arouDd    bim 

le  time,  anJ  viewed  from  tbe  wioduws  tbe 

Btaslion  of  the  castle,  he  suddenly  lurueii  to 

lord,  and  said,  "  You  are  not  alone,  I  pre- 

nme, Baron,  in  this  extensive  mansion  I — you 

tve  a  fomily  f" 

"  No  children,  so  please  your  Highness; 
llDt  my  wife  and  my  relations  will,  ere  lung, 
ftve  the  boDor  of  presenting  tliemeelves." — 
[e,  herewith,  dispatched  a  servant  to  fetch 
be  Baroness.  'ITiis,  however,  the  Prince 
'oold  not  allow. — "  iVe  will  visit  ke?;"  said 
e.  ^acioualy;  "have  tbe  kindness  tu  lead 
K  way.  Bnron." 

'  As  f  he  Prince,  accompanied  by  the  rtluc- 
ftDt  host,  and  his  own  suite,  proceeded 
iruugh  the  adjoining  apartmenlii,  he  was 
et  in  one  of  theia  by  tbe  Baroness,  Madame 
h)  Berka,  and  Helen,  wbo  bad  in  all  baste 
(Ubongfid  their  usual  dresses  for  others  of  u 
■ore  oostly  nature,  in  order  to  receive  their 
Agfa  guest  with  proper  respect. 
Tbe  Prince  greeted  tbe  ladies  with  much 
<L.  II.  K. 
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poiiteness,  butastoDiBbtnentand  pleasures 
both  expressed  in  his  manner  as  his  eye  feB^ 
npon  Helen.  He  remalDed  a  moment  vitb- 
ODt  uttering  a  word,  and  the  triomph  of  b« 
charms  did  not  eacspe  the  vain  beaaty,  wbo 
was  Ihas  predisposed  to  think  favorably  of  i 
man  wbo  testified  toward  her  this  unpreoM- 
dilated  adoration.  J 

"  This  doubtless  is  the  lady  who,   I  hcNM 
is  betrothed?"  said  he,  with  a  friendly  smtl*;-n 
— and  as  Baroness  Von  Zelstow  coofinned 
his  supposition,  he  added;    "  Then,  tovelj 
lady,  I  may  regard  you  as  one  of  our  part;, 
and  am  proud  to  be  able  to  do  so." 

Helen  replied  to  this  flattery  politely,  bat 
with  feelings  t^nite  different  from  those  sbe 
would  have  entertained  two  months  before. 

"  You  will  perhaps  be  angry  with  me," 
pursued  Gustavns,  iu  a  jocnlar  tone,  "  for 
having  taking  your  Intended  from  j^our  side, 
and  ordered  him  away  to  capture  a  fortiGcs- 
tioD.  But  a  man  capable  of  making  such  a 
conquest" — and  he  hawed  smilingly' — "  must 
he  an  adept  in  the  practice  of  victory." 
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"  It  wu  the  Colonel's  wish,"  replied 
Helen,  "  to  distioguish  himself  in  your 
Hig^hness's  eyes;  and  the  sooner  he  finds  op- 
portDDity  to  do  so,  the  more  welcome  it  must 
be  to  him." 

"  It  is  true."  replied  iho  Prince;  "  he  of- 
fered himself,  and  Z  at  least,  should  do 
wrong,  were  I  not  to  praise  him  for  that  zeal 
which  overbalances  even  his  fondness  for  an 
object,  whose  loveliness  were  sufficient  al- 
most to  excuse  the  neglect  of  actual  duty." 

In  this  courtly  tone,  (and  for  once  the 
Prince,  even  in  flattery,  spake  his  real  mind,) 
the  conversation  continaed  for  some  time. 
At  length  Gustavus  rose,  in  order  to  inspect 
^e  remaining  fortifications  of  the  place:  and 
when,  at  last,  he  prepared  to  take  leave,  and 
depart  with  his  suite,  he  did  not  wait  for  any 
invitation  from  the  Baron  to  repeat  his  visit, 
bnt  declared,  as  npon  mounting  he  reached 
out  his  hand,  that  he  should  come  again 
shortly. 

This  excnraioa  bad  thus  answered  the  pur- 
pose of  amusing  bis  Highness,  in  a  degree 
k2 
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which  bad  not  been  foreseen.  He  retDrued 
in  the  best  oT  humours,  spoke  on  the  w^ 
much  about  the  agreeable  situation  of  tbe 
castle,  still  more  a.bont  its  iDhabilanta,  ani 
touched  upoD  tbe  subject  as  often  as  thezeil 
with  which  bo  carried  on  the  siege  of  the 
city  would  allow. 

Helen  bad  been  conscious,  in  the  fint 
moment,  of  tbe  impression  she  had  mailf 
upon  Charles  Gustavus;  and  although  il 
flattered  ber  vanity,  she  was  still  far  (ton 
giving  the  slightest  place  to  thoughts  wbich 
others  already  began  lo  form  respecting  her. 
The  Prince's  attention  to  the  beautiful  ladj 
at  the  castle  uf  Troy  had  not  escaped  tbe  ob> 
servations  of  his  soite;  his  frequent  sabMr 
queut  visits  confirmed  their  speculations;  and 
Helen  was  soon  held  throughout  bead-quai> 
ters  as  the  declared  favorite  of  the  \ouDg, 
lively  Palatine,— without  having  contributed 
more  toward  such  a  report  than  the  bare  sa& 
lerance  of  his  attentions,  which  indeed  sb» 
coald  not  venture  to  repel.  Helen  was  am- 
bitious of  pleasing: — but   she    was    proud; 
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and  as  her  reason  told  her  she  could  never 
entertain  a  hope  of  being  lawfully  united  tu 
a  Prince  whom  birth  had  already  placed  too 
high  above  her, — and  wLose  pretensions  t? 
the  throne  of  Sweden,  perhaps  to  the  hand 
of  the  unmarried  Christiana,  removed  such 
an  idea  altogether, — she  ronlined  hersell',  with 
discretion  and  dignity,  within  the  limits  as- 
signed her  by  fate,  and  met  the  Prince  in  a 
manner  which  was  meant  to  show  him  that 
«be  was  quits  aware  of  all  these  circum- 
stances. 

Charles  Gustavas  felt  the  pride  and  justice 
of  Helen's  behaviour,  but  it  increased  his 
incipient  passion:  he  saw  that  to  ensnare 
Helen  to  his  selfish  purpose,  would  be  a 
work  of  time  and  difficulty;  but  the  respect 
be  could  not  help  entertaining  for  ber  cha- 
racter did  not  prevent  bis  attempting  to 
nndermine  it. 

After  awhile,  be  changed  his  method: — 
he  was  no  longer  the  careless,  mighty  suitor, 
rerelling  in  proud  assurance  of  a  happy 
resnlt;     he    was    the    attentive,    coarteons 
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KDight,  with  nhom  every  thing  depended 
upon  winDiDg;  aod  maiDtaiQing  the  favor  of 
his  lady  ^  and  whilst,  in  the  renewed  assanlte 
on  Prague,  his  personal  courage  was  so  ht- 
sardously  manifested  as  to  render  his  suite 
apprehensive  respectiog  his  safety,  he  vai 
only  tbonghtrul,  in  Helen's  presence,  how  to 
please  her,  and  impress  her  with  the  strengtii 
of  an  attachment,  on  the  success  of  which  iut 
whole  happiness  seemed  to  depend. 

The  castle  Tetecben  on  the  Elbe  had 
meanwhile  yielded  to  the  united  exertions  gf 
Colonels  Coppy  and  Odowalsky.  The  navi- 
gation of  that  river  was  now  open,  and  all 
which  the  Swedes  had  plundered  in  Prague, 
Tabor,  and  other  parts,  could  be  dispatcfaed 
uniuterrupted  down  the  stream  out  of  Uie 
country.  In  this  way  the  most  costly  trea- 
sures were  irrecoverably  lost;  and  among 
the  rest,  the  old  Rosenberg  Library,  foil  ef 
invaluable  manuscripts — which  is  evea  yet 
deposited  under  the  name  of  the  Bohtrmoi 
Library,  at  Stockbolm — a  standing  met 
ri^l  of  that  period, — Still,  some  few  sligfat  I 
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skirmigbeB  and  short  excarsions  in  the  adja- 
cent country  kept  both  Colonels  two  or  three 
weeks  longer, — duriag  which  interval,  the 
Palatine  was  paying  his  addresses  to  the 
lovely  Helen. 

Without  knowing,  or  even  suspecting  this, 
-Odowalsky  pressed  on  the  conclusioD  of  their 
affairs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tetschen,  and 
their  return  to  Prague.  His  connexion  witb 
Helen  was  interrupted — hia  confidence  in  her 
love  and  fuitb  shaken;  whilst  the  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  the  capital  had  extended  itself 
to  an  unimagined  length,  and  the  hope  ofthis 
capture,  ultimately,  appeared  more  and  more 
distant. 

Out  of  humour,  and  sunk  in  a  chaos  of 
gloomy  thoughts,  he  was  sitting  one  momiog 
upon  a  block  of  stone  od  the  shore  of  the 
Elbe,  and  gazing  at  the  bostling  of  his  sol- 
diers, who  were  occupied  in  getting  sundry 
chests  and  bales  on  board  the  Elbe-ships. — 
His  ^fate,  from  the  commencement  of  bis 
career;  his  position  toward  bis  liege  Prince 
and  his  native  coantry — toward  the  Swedes— 
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toward  Helen, — all  passed  before  his  faucy 
melancholy  array.  Till  within  a  short  tin 
his  leeling  for  the  latter,  and  bis  faith  ii 
reciprocal  love,  had  Hoated  oaltniDgly  ov4| 
the  diatracted  depths  of  bis  mind.  Now, 
was  no  longer  so;  disputes  had  too  (iftn 
passed  between  tbem;  Helen  had  ventnni 
to  blame  bis  conduci,  and  bad  e\ 
him  feel  that  in  many  things  she  disapprottf 
his  manner  of  thinking. 

While  ruminating  these  uoplea»BQt  snl^ 
jects,  he  heard  his  name  called,  and  1arDHi|[ 
round,  perceived  Colonel  Coppy, 

"  Ton  must  give  me  credit  for  followiif 
up  your  wishes,"  said  the  Colonel ;   '*  1 1 
made  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  u 
start  to-morrow  for  Prague." 

Odowalsky  stat«d  his  satisfaction  at  t^ 
ceiv'ing  this  intelligence,  and  led  a  convem 
tion  respecting  the  chances  of  the  eveoM 
capture  of  that  city,  which  be  mingled  ' 
expressions  of  discontent  at  not  having  j9 
received  the  promotion  that  had  been  pro^ 
mised  him,  whilst  officers  whose  services  bad 
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been  far  less  important  to  the  Swedish  in- 
.  terestfl,  were,  through  family  influence  and 
other  unworthy  considerations,  rapidly  pushed 
forward.  Much  of  this  he  attributed  to  the 
oniform  hostility  olKoDigsmark. 

"  By  the  bye,  talking  of  Konigsmark," 
interrupted  Coppy,  "is  it  not  strange  ihot 
you  had  no  sooner  discontioucd  the  pursoit 
of  that  culprit-girl  who  fired  the  rocket,  than 
he  took  it  up  I" 

"  Pure  childish  contradiction,  I  presume, 
,tonie  and  my  measures.'^ 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think  otherwise. — It 
should  seem,  rather,  to  arise  from  some  matter 
ef  prirate  feeling.  The  circumstances,  as 
.they  have  reached  my  ear,  are  curious 
unough." 

*■  Indeed! — pray  explain  them." 

"  I  know  not  if  1  can  undertake  so  much. 
But  I  will,  at  all  events,  make  you  as  wise  as 
myself. — It  is  said,  then,  that  one  morning  at 
Leipsic,  when  the  General  had  just  returned 
from  a  visit  to  Gustavas,  he  was  informed 
that  a  citizen  of  Prague  had  been  awaiting 
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iiiin  with  the  utmost  anxiety  for  two  hoars.— 

The  CouDt  desired  that  he  should  be  adinilted, 

when  in  stepped  an  aged,  re  spec  table- looking 

man.     Konigamark  inquired  his  name,  «hicb 

he  gaveasthatof  the  father  of  tbe  delinquent. 

The  General,  upoo  this,  was  about  to  dismiss 

him  hastily,   with  an  intimation   that — "  the 

.  •ffuir  did  not  concern  him — he  had   giveo  it 

f  ""over  to  the  Count  de  la  Garde," — But  the  old 

a  desisted  not;  and  at  length  impioreil  ft 

''.private    audienee    of  Konigsmark, —  npon 

Trhich  the  General  grew  impatient,  and  wis 

on  the  point  of  ordering  the  man   to  be  led 

ont  and  retiring   into  hb  cabinet,  when  the 

.'Stranger  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  and  cried 

'  with  the  greatest  emotion;  "  Oh,  my  Ixird,  I 

'   beseech  you  at  least  to  look  on  this .'"  at  the 

same  moment   drawing  from    his    breast  a 

golden  case  which  he  presented  to  tbe  Count, 

who,  astonished,  opened  it,  changed  goIehv, 

.and  exclaiming,  in  an  agitated  tone — "  Cotne 

in  here !"    stepped    into  the   cabinet,  and 

locked  the  door  on  himself  and  the  old  man. 

That  very  hour,  a  courier  was  dispatobed  to 
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Prague,  with  orders  to  saspend  tfaeeiecutioo^ 
and  subBequently  the  very  strictest  search 
has  been  made  for  the  girl  by  Konigsmark's 
orders,  who  is  represented  as  quite  beside 
himself  at  not  finding  her." 

"  Apd  do  you  credit  this  tmmpery  story 
abootamysterioiis picture?"  said  Odowalskj. 
"  But  1  care  not  with  what  motive  ho  pnrsues 
the  giri. — I  have  ceased  to  feel  any  excite- 
ment about  her,  and  wilt  not  suffer  my  dor- 
mant interest  to  be  revived  by  the  incoherent 
fantaaitis  of  a  man  whom  I  detest." 

The  comrades  now  separated,  in  order  to 
expedite  the  brcaking-np  of  the  troops;  and 
such  was  their  activity,  that  before  the  next 
dawn  all  were  ia  motion.  It  was  indeed  of 
consequence — to  Odowalsky  in  particular — 
to  present  himself  as  early  as  possible  before 
the  Palatine ;  and  on  the  second  day  of  their 
march  they  arrived,  greatly  fatigued,  at  the 
Kleinseite  of  Prague. 

On  the  evening  of  bis  arrival,  Odowalsky, 
as  the  dusky  shades  fell  around,  entered  an 
apartment  of  the  royal    palace,  which  the 


304 


WALDSTBiN. 


iifficers  had  converted  into  a  better  kind  of 
suttier-tent,    wh^e    they    usually   recreated 
themselves  with  games  at  cards  or  dice,  t 
enjoyed  the  merry  glass. 

It  was  hall-dark — no  tights  hayitig  as 
been  brought,  aod  the  person  of  thestraD< 
could  not  easily  be  recognised.     Odowakk] 
threw  bimseirapon  a  bench  in  a  corner,  sni 
ordering  wine,    followed    the    bent    of  h^ 
tluinghts.       While    thns    occnpied,     his  el 
caught   the  i'ragisents  of  a  dialogue  whk 
quickly  roused  every  vital  principle  witH 
him.     It  proceeded  from  a  couple  of  officei 
who  were  conversing  about  Uie  visits  of  dA 
Prince  to  Troy,  and  his  decWed  love  for  ll 
young  lady  there.     Odowal&Ity    listened  t 
awhile  balf-iucredfllous;  at  lengtb  be  sprai 
up,  and  adiancinglo  ihespeakers,  demnndd 
in  an  angry  tone,  whether  what  they  bad  beeil 
staling   might    be    relied  on?     The   office* 
nnswered    afli  rmati  vely,    repeated    *hat 
passed,  and  persisted  in  iheir  assertion. 
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broDght  and  placed  in  the  cbandeliers,  and 
in  the  person  of  the  stranger  was  recognised 
Odowaisky, — npon  wliicb  all  united  in  com- 
miseratiD^  liim,  at  the  same  time  maliciously 
adding  to  til e  intelligence  already  given.  In 
fact,  the  information  orth«  Prince's  having  an 
amour  in  Troy,  and  by  no  means  admiring  in 
vain,  was  confirmed  by  every  word  that  was 
pronounced. 

The  Colonel  was  completely  overwhelmed. 
The  mere  suspicion  of  what  had  been  thus 
•openly  averred  was  indeed  enough  to  distract 
"bim.  He  was  about  to  proceed  to  Troy  that 
Werjr  evening,  there  to  seek  an  explanation 
■from  tlie  fiiithles))  fair,  and  hear  how  ranch  of 
his  unhappincsa  might  be  real ; — but  the  gates 
of  the  Kleinseite  were  closed,  and  he  was 
forced  to  watch  through  the  liight  harthened 
with  pain  and  jealousy. 

On  the  following  morning,  duty  called  both 
him  and  Colonel  Coppy  into  the  presence  of 
the  Palatine,  in  order  to  give  reports  of  their 
enterprise.  They  were  received  by  his  High- 
nesB   ift  a   very  friendly    manner;    but  the 
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steps,  and  was  standiog  in  the  saloon  of 
Troy  before  Helen  even  saspected  his  arri- 
val at  Prague.  The  servants,  however,  faod 
seen  him  advancing  along  the  garden,  and 
hastened  to  announce  it  to  their  yoang  ladv, 
who  hurried  lo  meet  him  with  feelings  ufs 
verj  mingled  nalure:  joy,  however,  predo- 
minated— for  she  hoped,  by  his  presence,  ta 
be  freed  from  the  further  addresses  of  the 
amorous  Prince.  Odowalsky's  entire  ap- 
pearance announced  a  (torering  tempest. 
With  dark  looks  he  stood  before  her.  bis  hat 
still  remaining  on  his  head,  his  arms  crc)sse<l 
under  his  clonk  and  pressed  firmly  and  iloady 
lo  his  breast,  and  hia  dark  flaming  eyes  fixed 
opon  her's.  He  gave  no  sign  of  joy, — nor 
even  of  greeting. 

Helen,  dropping  the  arms  which  bad  been 
opened  to  receive  him,  retreated  some  paces, 
and  said:  "  What  ails  jou,  Ernest?  Is  it 
thus  yon  meet  your  betrothed,  after  so  long 
a  separation?" 
■'!■  "  Mif  betrothed  !"  exclaimed  he,  in  a  wild 
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■  and  mocking  tone:  "Say  rather,  the  be- 
trothed or  Satan!  Faitlilesa  creature!  Thou 
.Xorgetful  of  all  honor  I" — 
•, .  At  this  burst  of  injiirioiis  pasaioD  lleleD's 
, blood  began  also  to  boil,  und  she  was  about 
.to  reply  to  these  insults  iu  the  tone  they  me- 
rited; but  just  then,  there  arose  within  ber 
.a  consciousness  of  secret  guilt.  She  thought 
.on  Waldstein ;  and  fearing  that  Odowalsky 
jinight  have  heard  of  her  message  to  that 
jiobteman  through  ber  ancle,  attributed  te 
«uch  a  circumstanoe  the  present  stormy  inter- 
view, Sbe  turned  pale,  and  the  answer  dic- 
tated by  her  indignant  feelings  died  away 
I  npon  her  tips.  Udovabky  saw  this  change  of 
countenance,  and,  strengthened  in  his  suspi- 
oiou,  he  advanced  with  fury  toward  ber, 
•eiKed  her  by  the  arm  with  such  force 
as  made  her  tottef)  and  exclaimed  in  a 
voice  choked  by  passion:  "  You  dare  not 
deny  it!  Your  terror  has  betrayed  yon.  Do 
not  believe  that  I  come  here  to  call  you  back 
to  your  duly  !   No  I  The  mistress  of  another^ 
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eveu  thoagb  he  be  a  Prince  and  my  futon 
sovereigo,  is  io  my  eyes" — 

"  Hold !"  cried  Helen,  to  whom  these 
words  unfolded  the  error,  and,  at  the  s 
time,  the  debaEing^  suspicioQ  of  her  \oteti 
"  Hold,  madman  1"  cried  she,  the  color  flying 
back  into  her  cheeks — "  and  dare  not  to  t» 
new  your  slander! — I  de^  yoa  to  the  prooll 
and  I  scorn  alike  yoar  imputatioD  and  yov 
self!"  So  saying,  she  wrested  her  armfrUI 
his  grasp,  and  tnrned,  in  order  to  leaTe  tb 
room.  He,  however,  followed  her,  and  witk> 
lips  qoivering  with  passion,  said,  "  StaDJj 
unhappy  creature,  and  justify  yourself,  ifjiM 
wish  not  this  agony  to  kilt  me  before  ] 
eyes !" — 

Helen  instinctively  looked  back  opon  ber 
wayward  lover,  and  each  paused  for  afe* 
moments  in  utter  silence. 

The  peculiarity  of  her  position,  both  as  n 
garded  Odowalsky  and  Wold  stein,  distracto 
her  thoughts ;  and  the  anguished  countenano* 
of  the  former,  checked  the  tide  of  her  indif 
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oatiOD.  "  UeleD  !"  at  length  resamed  the 
Colonel,  in  a  sabdaed  toae,  "  I  coDJore  yoo, 
tell  me  1    Do  you  not  love  this  Palatine  ?" 

"  I  never  have  loved,  nor  ever  shall  tove 
bitn,"  replied  she,  gravely. 

"  Bat  you  endure  his  presence — his  attea. 
tioos!" 

"  I  endare  what  necessity  compels  me  to 
eodure,  and  what  the  safety  and  repose  of  my 
friends  demand.  Durst  my  uncle — durst  I — 
opanly  oSend  the  Prince  V 

A  ray  of  hope  and  coosolation  shot  across 
Odowalsky'a  mind ;  but  still  the  deeply-rooted 
feeling  ofjeatousy  was  not  overcome :  "  I  am 
very  unbappy,"  said  he;  "  oh,  pity  and  par- 
don me !  1  have  olten  told  you,  yoa  were  my 
all  1— and,  as  disappointmeut  and  frustration 
of  my  schemes  gather  round  me,  I  hag  that 
all  still  closer  to  my  breast.  Swear  to  me, 
Helen,  that  you  have  imbibed  no  feeling  of 
atuchment  for  Gustavns." 

"  I  swear  it,"  said  she,  solemnly  lifting  her 
band  toward  Heaven,  and  theo  placing  it  io 
Odowalsky't ; — "  The  Prince  is  wholly  indif. 


312 


WALDSTEIN. 


ferent  to  me,  nor  can  be  boast  of  having  k- 
ceived  the  sltgbtest  encoaragement." 

"  You  have  swomr  cried  Odowalsky, 
drawing  his  breath  more  freely ;  '*  Think  of 
this  momept  when  temptation  approaches  f 
and,  with  softened  aspect,  he  led  her  toward 
the  apartments  inhabited  by  the  family. 


it       ^  ■  '  •  ^  aJ    •         •         . 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


His  visit  paid,  tbe  Colonel  retarned,  with 
lighter  though  not  lightest  heart,  to  Prague. 
He  felt  tolerably  reassured  rcapecting  the 
Palatine — ("or  Heleo'searpeBt  maancr  carried 
conviction  with  it: — but  it  was  evident,  from 
ber  comparative  constraint,  that  her  inmost 
heart  and  soul  responded  no  longer  to  his 
emotions.  Tbe  silver  chain  was  loosed — the 
golden  vessel  broken ; — and  he  could  not 
escape  tbe  consciousness  that  much  of  this 
change  bad  been  brought  about  by  bis  own 
moody  aod  distrusti'ul  temperament. 

On  reachiug  head -quarters,  be  learnt  from 
his  comrades,  that  next  morniog  a  very  power- 

I — and  as  was  hoped,  decisive  attack,  was  , 
projected  from  two  sides: — namely,  one  from 


314 


WALDSTBIN. 


that  of  the  New-gate,  the  other  from  the 
Wissehrad — the  slormiDg  parties  to  be  seve- 
rally commaDded  by  the  Palatine  and  Geaeral 
Wiirtemberg,  Odowalsky's  regimeot  be- 
loDged  to  the  corps  under  the  orders  of  tlit 
former,  and  be  was  accordingly  stationed  U 
the  New-gate. 

This    iDtclligence    excited   within   him  i 
gloomy  feeling  of  joy;  it  was  possible  thej 
might  at  length  make  an  entrance  into  tbi 
city.     At  any  rate,  an  opportunity  would 
afforded  him  of  giving  vent  to  bis  embii 
feelings  by  bloodshed,  and  he  proceeded 
make  preparations  with  pleasure. 

In  Helen,  the  debasing  saspicion 
her  lover  bad  formed,  and  the  coarse  mmatr 
in  which  he  bad  expressed  it,  bad  excited  a 
very  unfavorable  impression,  which  all  the 
conviction  she  felt  of  the  strength  of  bit  At- 
tachment could  Dot  repair.  She  bad  once 
again  dived  into  the  mysterioas  depths  of  that 
heart;  and,  unfortunately  for  him,  this  hail 
only  served  to  impress  her  the  more  stroDglf 
with  a  brighter  image. 


to  tbi   . 

IttenM 
dedM 

wM*  1 
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It  was  scarce  to  be  expected  that,  with  this 
growing  knowledge  of  her  lover's  disposition, 
she  should  sacrifice  to  him  her  whole  exist- 
ence !  Unhappiness,  by  bis  side,  seemed 
quite  certaio ;  and  a  determination  of  seeking 
some  proper  way  by  which  to  separate  herself 
soon  and  entirely  from  him,  was  nltimately 
formed. 

The  low  conjecture  which  Odowalsky  had 
expressed,  made  her  sensible,  however,  that 
tbe  attentionsofthe  Prince  had  created  a  sen- 
■ation,  and  had  probably  become  the  topic  of 
discourse  ia  Pragne.  This  was  distressing — 
not  merely  on  account  of  the  slander  to  her 
reputation,  but  because  she  feared  the  report 
might,  in  spite  of  (he  blockade,  reach  the  Old- 
Town  and  come  to  Waldstein's  ears.  She 
was  shocked  at  the  possibility  of  this,  and  at 
tbe  consequences  which  might  follow ;  and  re- 
solved to  conduct  herself  henceforth  toward 
tbe  Prince  with  so  much  dignity  and  coldness, 
that  he,  and  all  the  world  should  be  convinced 
of  the  strictness  of  her  principles, 

Ab  oi^ortonity  presented  itself  on  the  very 
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sameday  for  the  execution  of  this  design.    As 

already  stated,  a  fre&b  attack  apoa  the  cit; 

bad  been  6xed  for  the  ensuing  morning.    The 

Palatiue  had  summoned  a  couDcil  of  war,  and 

I  all  his  officers  joined  with  him  in  opinion  that 

tbe  utmost  efibrts  shoald  be  made  in  order  to 

I  capture  the  city  before  the  arrival  oflmpeml 

>  reinforcements,  nbich  were  undeistood  to  b« 

^  collecting  in   great  strength   near  Bodveti. 

[  On  tbe  eve  of  this  i^eat  and  probably  di 

I  action,  the  Prince  was  anxious  once  more 

\  bask  in  the  smiles  of  the  fair  lady  of  Ti 

and  he  hoped  that  the  personal  danger 

glory  be  was  prepared  to  anticipate,  wonU 

have  some  etlect  in  softening  the  feetingB  of 

the  high-minded  girL     Tbe  direct  cool 

however,  took  place.     M^ever  before  had 

tavus  found  her  so  cold,  so  formal,  as  tO' 

never  before  had  her  manner  toward  him 

so  scrupulous; — whilst  every  action,  t 

word,  was  so  constructed  as  if  to  deprive 

of  the  remotest  hope. 

He  felt  this  soon,  and  felt  it  bitterly. 
Her  tban  was  his  ufioal  custom,  and  in  disap- 
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poiDted  mood,  he  left  the  caslle;  and  a  part 
of  his  suite,  who  had  yesterday  beco  witnesses 
of  the  sceue  with  Odowalsky  ia  the  gamiog' 
saloon,  imagined  ihey  could  perceive  some 
traces  of  that  scene,  in  the  altered  behaviour 
of  the  lady,  and  the  Prince's  mortified  air. 

Gustavus,  too,  was  not  slow  in  making  his 
own  dcductioQB.  In  the  course  of  his  con- 
versation with  Helen,  she  had  mentioned  the 
return  of  Odowalsky,  whose  violent  and 
jealous  character  was  pretty  generally  known. 
The  Prince  now  recollected  the  short — nay, 
almost  olTensive  manner,  with  which  tlie  Colo- 
nel received  his  friendly  mention  of  Helen. 
It  was  plain,  he  thought,  that  the  latter  bad 
not  acted  thus  toward  her  princely  suitor  from 
her  own  impulse  ^  it  was  compulsion,  fear;  — 
and  he  who,  by  his  caprice  or  severity,  bad 
occasioned  this  behaviour,  was,  from  that 
moment,  no  object  of  favor  or  grace  with  the 
yoathful  Palatine. 

A  single  word,  or  even  the  soppressioa  of 
one,  is,  with  relation  to  princely  lips,  quickly 
understood: — and  this  moment  of  Gustavns's 

VOL.  II.  L 
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palpable  displeasure  was  eagerly  seized  by 
Odowalsky's  numerous  eaemies,  to  direct  his 
notice  toward  61lii)g(rroni  tlie  Colonels  of  Ibe 
army)  tbe  vacant  post  of  a  deceased  General. 

There   were   several  candidates,   and  al- 
tliougb  not  one  of  llieni  could  boast  of  liamg 
done  sucli  material  service  as  Odowalskj,  hii 
foes  succeeded  in  representing  tbiogs  to  thu 
Prince  in   a  very   different   light.     Traitoifl 
urged  they,  remained  traitor ; — and  what  t'ailS 
could  the  future  kiag  of  Sweden  expect  from 
a  man  who  had  broken  his,  whether  from  re- 
venge or  ambition,  toward  bis  former  Sove- 
reign f     And,  besides,  had  not  tbe  patent  af 
Swedish  nobility — tbe  rank  of  Colonel — and  Bv 
considerable  share  in  tbe  plunder  of  Prago^ 
already  bestowed    sufficient    reward   on  i 
equivocal  service? 

The  desired  object  was  gained  :  tliePrio 
gave  ear  to  these  whisperings  from  all  s 
around  him,  and  signed  the  paper  which  i 
fiointed  another  to  the  vacant  post. 

Unacquainted    with     these     occurrences, 
though  sufiiciently  out  of  temper  with  wbal 
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had  passed,  and  fatigued  yrhh  business  which 
the  enterprise  of  the  easuiug  morning  im- 
posed upon  him,  Odowtilsky  entered,  late  in 
the  evening,  the  gaming^  saloon.  He  was 
iovited  to  join  in  the  play — but  declined,  and 
aat  apparently  looking  on,  though  with  mind 
totally  abstracled,  until  he  observed  the  en- 
trance or  Colonel  Coppy. 

"  Yon  bring  news,"  said  be,  glancing  has- 
tily at  the  disturbed  ex|)Te3sion  of  that  of- 
ficer's countenance, — "and  unwelcome  news." 

"  Why,"  returned  Coppy,  endeavoring  to 
clear  up  his  brow  and  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
matter,  "There's  no  commanding  fortune, 
you  know !  We  must  t^ke  the  world  as  it 
goes !" 

"  A  truce  with  your  apothegms,"  inter- 
rapted  Odowalsky,  impaliently;  "  Have  you 
any  thing  to  communicate,  or  not?" 

"  You  won't  suffer  a  friend  to  mufiQIe  bis 
baton  before  he  strikes  with  it.— To  come  to 
the  point  then:  I  have  just  heard  that  the 
General's  commission  has  been  this  morning 
filled  up." 
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"  Ay,  iDdeed !  aod  with  wbose  name?"  io- 
qnired  the  hearer,  bis  cheek  tufDing  deadlj 
pale,  as  he  put  the  anavoidable  cDnslrjclion 
npon  Coppy's  exordium. 

The  latter  paased  a  luoment.  from  ao  actual 
feeliDg  of  apprebsDsion. — Odowalskj's  eje 
was  fixed,  and  bis  lips  compressed  so  violenti}. 
that  the  blood  started  from  them.  "  I  thougbl 
it  right,"  at  length  he  mattered,   *■  that  jou 

should  know  ;" Odowalsky  motioned  liitn 

— he  could  not  speak— to  be  brief: — 

"  With  that  of  Lilien." 

"  It  is  well !"  muttered  the  disappolalei! 
leader. — "  Leave  me  for  the  present,  Coppj  r 
I  cannot  talk  to  you  now;  tfais  is  a  time  ior 
action  !"  and  so  saying,  he  sprang  from  his 
seat. 

"  What  would  jou  do?  Whither  would 
you  go?"  demanded  the  other,  serionsly 
alarmed. 

"  To  the  Palatine !"  exclaimed  Odowalsky. 
wildly ;  "  I  will  breast  the  boy  ! — I  will  ask 
him,  if  he  knows  how  men  are  to  be 
treated  ?" 
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"  Are  you  mad  ?  Yoa  will  ruin  yourself;" 
replied  Ihe  friendly  Coppy,  eudeavoring  to 
detain  bis  boisterous  neig-bbour. 

Bui  the  superior  physical  force  of  Odo- 
"walsky  enabled  him  to  get  clear  of  the  wdl- 
meatiiDg;  old  officer;  and,  scarce  knowing  or 
caring  what  be  did,  be  penetrated  to  the  an- 
ticbaniber  of  the  Prince's  apartments. — Here 
be  was  stopped  by  the  gaard,  and  informed 
tbat  his  Highness  had  already  gone  to  rest, 
anxious  to  be  up  next  morning  with  tbe  dawn. 
"  Ay,  be  reposes  on  bis  laurels  P'  muttered 
Odowalsky,  with  a  bitter  sneer;  and,  taming 
contemptuously  away,  bastened  to  his  own 
quarters,  "  All  hell,"  said  he  to  himself,  as 
he  entered,  "  shall  be  let  loose  this  night;" 
and  calling  his  servant,  he  bade  him  summon 
immediately  tbe  jailer  of  the  white-tower. 

To  account  for  this  order,  we  must  apprise 
our  readers,  that  since  tbe  Colonel's  last  de- 
parture from  Troy,  be  had  been  casting  about 
in  bis  mind,  to  discover  reasons  for  the  mani- 
fest change  in  Helen's  behaviour.  This  he 
could  no  longer  attribute  to  the  influence  of  the 
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Palatine  with  her ;  and  Iiis  restless  thoaghb 
once  more  lighted  (and  with  greater  justice 
than  ever  before,)  on  Waidstein.  The  set 
of  the  cloak  and  cap — the  interest  taken 
Helen  ia  Joanna,  the  Count's  vassal — i 
other  circumstaQccs  —  struck  him  with 
newed  force.  "  Can  site  be  implicated 
Joanna's  escape?"  thought  ho. ;  and  at  oi 
recollected  that  she  bad  been  most  inquisit 
as  to  the  girl's  place  of  confinement,  andb 
even  prevailed  on  himself  to  point  it  ont 
her.  Odowalsky  was  prone  to  jump  at  c( 
elusions,  and  he  did  so  in  the  present  instsiu 
The  jailer  arrived,  Odowalsky  rnsbi 
toward  him,  and,  seizing  him  by  the  coll 
exclaimed,  "  Confess,  villain !  What  sum  < 
the  lady  at  the  castle  of  Troy  offer  vou  I 
letting  the  girl  esci^pe  who  was  to  have 

beheaded  I" 

"Me!"   stammered  the  man;    "I  kno» 

nothing  of  her  escape." 

"Fellow!"   cried  Odowalsky,  drawing  hi) 

sword,  "  Either  confess,  or  I  will  pin  yoo  tit 

the  wall  like  a  toad." 
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The  man  trembled: — lie  could  not  guess 
Iiow  mucli  Odowalsky  might  already  know, 
He  was  aware  of  the  Colonel's  intimacy  wiih 
tLe  lady,  and  it  was  possible  that  she  had 
coufessed  the  alfair  herself.  Thus  thioking, 
he  tried  evasive  answers ;  but  Odowalsky, 
presenting  the  point  of  his  sword  to  his  breast, 
and  inTcrring  Iiis  guilt  from  bis  trepidation, 
cried,  "  I  know  all — you  liave  nothing  to  dis- 
cover:— only  say,  how  much  did  you  receiver' 

"  Sixty  doubloons,"  answered  the  man, 
fairly  terrified,  and  throwing  bimself  at  the 
Colonel's  feet; — "  The  lady  promised  the 
most  inviolable  secrecy ;  jet,  now " 

"Hah!  hah!  huh!"  cried  Odowalsky,  with 
a  demoniac  laugh; — "TLe  kingdom  of  the 
devil  divided  against  itself!  So,  the  lady 
Helen  did  set  the  girl  at  liberty  ;— that  I 
knew.     But  where  have  yoa  concealed  her?" 

"  So  please  you,  Colonel,  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  fijtding  ber.  She  was  gone  when  I 
entered  the  room." 

"  What!  do  you  mean  to  trifle  with  me*" 
exclaimed  Odowalsky,  resuming  his  former 
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tfareateaing  attitude  ;  —  *•  Wbere  is  sbt!- 
Speak,  or  my  sword  shall  make  tub  U 
words !" 

"  By  all  the  saints,  noble  Sir,  I  knowiw! 
As  the  lady  has,  do  doabt,  tuld  jon  lil,  ikt 
mast  sorely  have  told  rou  tkis  with  theral 
The  window  had,  we  foQDd,  been  forced,  &M 
the  outside ; — in  the  Hirsch-Graben  we  foutd 
also  a  ladder,  and  other  tools,  Dsed  to  uut 
ID  the  escape.  Bat,  may  Heaven  pmii^iK. 
if  either  I  or  the  lady  coold  even  gnest  M 
became  of  the  girl,  or  who  it  was  tlnticMiid 
her." 

Daring  this  dialogue,  Odowalsky  had  hk- 
ceeded  in  subdaiog  and  calming  a  litllelh 
tonialt  which  had  raged  within  him.  Il( 
compared  the  circorostances  attending  iht 
girl's  escape,  one  with  the  other,  as  they  hail 
appeared  to  him  at  the  time,  and  believed,  st 
last,  that  some  person  had  been  befure-fuoii 
with  Helen  in  the  affair.  This,  however,  did 
not  lessen  her  guilt.  It  had  now  been  pro«d, 
that  she  had  acted  in  direct  opposition  lo  the 
expressed  and  particular  wishes  of  her  loter, 
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Hud  this  very  probably,  from  some  culpable 
preference  for  another. 

"  BegoDe,  Tellow  !"  Bhouted  be,  in  a  voice 
ef  thunder,  to  the  jailer,  who,  shaking  in  every 
limb,  had  risen  from  his  kneeling  posture,  but 
■till  crouched  before  the  Colonel. — He  waited 
not  for  a  repetition  of  the  command ;  but, 
dUtrting  from  the  apartments,  ran  straight 
borne  without  once  looking  behind  him. 

Thus  theo  did  Odowalsky's  hopes  and  faith 
ihreak  down  together,  in  this  quarter  likewise. 
■—He  had  loved  Helen  passionately,  truly ; — 
■nd  she  had  rewarded  his  affection  with 
treachery  and  falsehood ! — Ambition  and  love 
had  lared  him  on,  with  glittering  rays,  only  to 
abandon  him,  in  darkness,  to  himself.  "In 
this  desolation  of  my  fortunes,"  thought  he, 
le  hope  at  least  remains.  —  Prague  — 
fcaughty,  detested  Prague — at  length  shall 
fall  !" 

His  post  was  at  the  New-gate. — There, 
the  walls  had  suffered  much  already,  and  it 
was  to  be  hoped,  nay,  he  would  fain  anticipate 
it  as  a  certainty — that  ho  shonld  penetrate 
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ihem,  and,  leading  onward  bis  victoriont 
troops,  give  over  to  their  lust  for  blond  ami 
rapine,  tbe  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabit- 
•  ants,  whose  obstinate  resistacce  had  long 
since  in  bis  opinion  merited  this  lot. — Oh,  if 
Fate  would  grant  bim  one — hut  one  addilioDal 
triumph !  That  it  wonid  hriug  him  to  Wald- 
Btein,  face  to  face!  that  be  might,  with  liis 
own  band,  inflict  the  deatb-wouod,  and  de- 
light bis  eyes  with  his  rival's  last  struggles! 

The  chance,  even,  of  satisfying-  these  wild 
desires,  gave  him  a  sort  of  feverish  joy.  He 
now  began  to  busy  himself  in  choosing  Ms 
arms  and  accoutrements,  which  be  com- 
manded his  people  to  burnish  and  put  in  a 
state  of  readiness  ;  and  having  done  this,  he 
sought  a  brief  repose,  which  however  was  dis- 
turbed by  a  thousand  wild  visions,  where- 
from  he  was  soon  aroused  by  the  blast  of 
trumpets  summoning  tbe  troops  to  the  field. 
He  rose  hastily^  and  advanced  toward  Uie 
window  which  looked  out,  across  the  Mol- 
davia, to  the  opposite  parts  of  the  city.  The 
streaks  of  light  were  still  but  dim ;  the  iMck 
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fog  of  October  was  spread  over  Ihe  river,  and 
wrapped  every  adjacent  object  in  a  veil  of 
gloom.  "  Even  the  elemeots  work  against 
me  !"  murmured  lie :  "  unless  this  mist  dis- 
perse, it  will  render  any  enterprise  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  altogether  impossible." 

His  aide-de-camp  now  came  to  ioform  him 
that  the  Palatine  had  ordered  the  troops  to 
get  into  motion,  that  every  thing  was  ready, 
and  that  tbe  necessary  preparations  bad  been 
made  by  the  miners  and  pioneers  at  the  New- 
gate. His  attendants  having  assisted  in  arm- 
ing him,  and  thrown  over  his  whole  dress  his 
largo  grey  Swedish  fur  cloak,  (rendered  still 
more  requisite,  from  the  piercing  ootdness  of 
the  weather,)  he  sprang  upon  his  steed  at  the 
head  of  bis  regiment,  which  followed  him 
through  the  fog,  without  being  well  able  to 
distinguish  the  road  it  had  to  take. 

With  very  different  sensations  was  the 
morning  greeted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Prague. 
An  order  had  been  issaed  Ihe  evening  before, 
by  Field-Marshal  Coilorcdo,  summoning  to 
the  Council-house  of  the  Old-Town,  tlie  Bur- 
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germeisters,  the  members  of  the  Conncil,  aad 
commaQders  of  the  various  corps,  where  was 
CO  mm  u  Die  at  ed  to  them  the  welcome  news 
which  had  beea  brought  in  by  oue  of  the 
returoing  couriers  from  Linz. 

The  Emperor  Ferdinand,  bearing  in  mind 
the  fidelity  and  danger  of  his  beloved  city  of 
Prague,  had,  as  speedily  as  could  well  be, 
collected  a  force  to  relieve  the  place.  The 
exhaustion  which  a  thirty  years'  coDtiuued  war 
had  brought  with  it  among  the  army,  alone 
prevented  an  earlier  rei  n  force  men  t.  Nov, 
however.  Generals  Golz  and  des  Souches 
were  already  iu  quarters  in  the  Budweiser- 
circle,  and  were  advancing  upon  Prague, 
where  they  hoped  to  arrive  in  a  few  days,  and 
put  to  rout  the  enemy,  who  would 
able  to  resist  their  forces,  anited  to  tbose  of 
the  brave  Praguese, 

Like  a  message  from  Heaven  did  this  Intel 
ligence  sound  in  the  hearts  of  the  overjoyed 
inhabitants  of  the  besieged  town, — who  had 
now,  during  three  long  tedious  months,  borne 
with  unwearied  lidelity  and  resolution  evefy 
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Bufferings,  danger,  and  exertion  ia  this  great 
struggle.  They  had  gradually  begun  to  feel 
that  their  powers  of  resistance  were  on  the 
point  of  exhaustion  i  and  'with  an  anxiety  bor- 
dering on  despair,  cotttemplated  the  momeot 
when,  at  last,  (should  neither  help  nor  news 
of  peace  arrive,)  they  must  yield  to  numbers, 
and  thus,  after  so  much  sacrifice  and  exertion, 
give  up  their  native  city  to  the  detested  and 
exasperated  foe. 

But,  animated  with  new  vigour,  each  mao, 
when  the  alarm-bells,  on  the  morning  in  ques- 
tion, announced  the  advance  of  the  Swedes 
for  a  fresh  assault,  flew,  like  lightning,  to  his 
post. — Wulden  was  placed  at  the  New-gate  ; 
and  Waldstein  at  the  Wissebrad. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


The  sud,   still     invisible,     bad    gradual); 
asceuded  behind  the  veil  of  mist,  and  his  rajs 
at  length  began  to  penetrate  and  disperse  tbe 
gloom,  wbilst  a  fresh  breeze  sprang  up  aai 
assisted  his  influeoce.     His  mighty  disk  ap- 
peared   at    first    pale    and   beamless,   i 
brigliter  and  brighter — and  the  freshened  i 
and  inspiriting    scene    around   made   everi 
Bohemian  heart  leap  with  renewed  coarag 
High  waved  the  colours,  and  loud  r 
shouts,  of  the  patriot  bands,  as  they  arrived  at 
the  threatened  gates,  whence,  on  mountiiig 
the  walls,  they  could  descry  the  hostile  ranU  j 
— their  arms  glittering  in  the  sun-beams,  ; 
their  march  in  double  quick  time. 

Leopold  made  the  necessary  dispositi 
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at  the  New-gate.  The  walls  on  this  side 
tbe  city  were  already  inucb  shattered;  and 
what  still  remained,  the  Swedes  had  secretly 
undermined  and  propped  with  beams.  This 
was  not  known  by  the  garrison ;  who,  bow- 
ever,  placed  little  confidence  in  the  dilapi- 
dated walls,  snbatituting,  as  on  former  oc- 
casions, a  living  bnlwark  of  unusnal  strength, 
both  moral  and  physical.  Suddenly,  the 
Swedish  mines  blew  up,  tbe  flames  commu- 
nicated to  tbe  beams,  they  broke  simulta- 
neoualy,  and  the  dnst  and  ruins  rolling  down 
from  both  sides  paved  a  way  for  the  Swedes 
into  the  town.  Still,  however,  the  continued 
fire  of  the  besieged,  and  the  sight  of  the 
namerous  body  of  troops  who  opposed  the 
entrance  of  tbe  besiegers,  checked  their  pro- 
gress for  a  time,  in  spite  of  tbe  encouraging 
shouts  of  their  leaders. 

Among  the  foremost  of  these,  was  to  be 
distinguished  aman  of  mDJestic  stature,  en- 
veloped in  a  grey  fur  mantle,  and  showing 
tbe  most  desperate  zeal.  On  foot,  like  all 
tbe  rest,   with  a  partisan  in  bis  left  band,  be 
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pressed  on  Lis  people  to  the  attack,  of  tht 
whole  oT  which  he  appeared  the  very  life  aod 
soul.     Wherever  he  fought,   victory  hovered 
over  his  party  ^  wherever  he  was  not,  Ihej 
gave  way.     Sood  did  this  warrior  becomn 
irom  the  equally  bold  and  collected  courage 
he  evinced,  an  object  of  notice  to  all  arouod. 
and  Wulden  felt  that  he  alone  possessed  the 
strength  of  half  a  regiment.     To  fell  him,  I 
deprive  the  Swedes  of  their  leader,  would  tx 
equivalent  to  defeating  them  altogether, 
his  force  was  too  small  to  attack  the  Swedisfcj 
division,  so  commanded. — He  sent  therefora  | 
to  General  Conli  to  beg  a  reiafurceiiient. 

Fortunately,  owing  to  Waldstein's  wdl- 
managed  defence,  the  attack  on  the  Wis-  ] 
sehrad  had  been  repulsed,  and  General  I 
Wiirfemberg  had  retreated;  General  Contil 
therefore  ordered  our  hero  to  proceed  with  I 
his  party  to  the  Nflw-gate,  which  the  latlerl 
hastened  to  do,  happy  in  being  called  on  to>| 
support  his  friend. 

In  this  quarter,  meantime,  the  Swedes  badj 
twice  renewed  their  attack,  and  each  time  1 
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been  repalsed.  Bat  the  officer  in  the  grey 
for  mantle  led  them  forward  a  third  time. 
It  seemed  as  if  he  had  set  his  mind  upon 
penetrating  into  the  town;  liis  exhortations, 
liistbreats,  and  his  example,  serving  again 
and  again  to  animate  his  disheartened  sol- 
diers. Once  more  they  pressed  forward; 
once  more  they  reached  the  path  beaten  by 
tbe  dirt  into  the  sbape  of  a  bridge;  and,  in 
spite  of  the  bravest  and  naost  desperate  de- 
fence, there  was  only  a  little  more  exertion 
wanting  for  them  to  succeed  in  penetrating 
into  tbe  town.  Wulden  saw  tbe  coming 
danger;  anxiously  and  wistfully  did  be  look 
out  for  the  reinforcements,  which,  owing  to 
the  considerable  distance,  could  not  as  yet 
be  expected  to  appear,  and  at  tbat  moment 
bis  eye  caught  the  figure  of  the  mighty 
Swede,  as,  with  his  high -swinging  partisan 
and  naming  looks,  he  called  to  his  troops, 
and  had  advanced  onward  so  rapidly  as  to  be 
separated  but  by  a  small  remnant  of  the  wall 
from  the  interior  of  the  town. — Just  then, 
Leopold  suddenly  seized  a  firelock  out  of  tbe 
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band  of  one  of  tlic  soldiers  standing  by  bim, 
tised  his  man,  pulled  the  trigger— and  down 
dropl  the  officer  with  llie  whole  weight  ofhis 
powerful  body  under  the  ruins  and  dust— 
Wuldcn,  althuugb  dcbgbtedly  conscions  of 
his  deed,  staggered  back  a  few  paces  od 
seeing  that  bis  purpose  had  so  quickly  and  so 
completely  sngceeded ;  while  the  Swedes, 
when  they  beheld  their  leader  fall,  seat  forth 
a  shout  of  terror  and  despair,  and  took,  all 
of  them,  to  flight.  In  vain  did  other  officen 
eodeavor  to  rally  and  bring  them  back  to 
the  breaob  ;  with  that  man  it  seemed  as  ifall 
their  courage  had  vanished. 

The  Bohemiaus,  seeing  the  disorder  of  (he 
enemy,  pressed  on,  pursued  and  overlook 
them,  making  great  havoc  amongst  the  fugi- 
tives ;  and  thus,  on  this  side  also,  was 
enemy  completely  defeated  with  cooaideri 
loss, — and  the  city  saved! 

The  Swedes  totally  routed,  their  intended 
victims  proceeded  to  fulfil  ihe  duties  imposed 
on  them  by  humanity,   with  respect  to  I 
nnmerous  wounded  of  the  enemv,  as  well 
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to  tLeir  own  people,  fortunately  mn(;li  less 
in  number.  Wulden  lost  no  time  in  searching 
for  the  distinguished  Swedish  oflicer — de- 
sirous, shoald  he  yet  live,  of  having  every  care 
and  attention  paid  to  his  wounds — for  he  had 
proved  himself  a  galtaut  foe.  He  was,  atter 
hile,  lifted  from  among-  the  ruins,  (where 
he  was  found  lying  on  the  spot  whereon  he 
fallen,)  still  alive.  Leopold  had  him 
placed  close  by,  upon  the  breast-work,  and 
flammoDed  the  attendance  of  a  surgeon; 
awaiting  whose  arrival,  lie  approached  the 
wounded  man,  and  inquired  his  name,  and  if 
he  could  serve  him  in  any  way? — 

He  received  no  answer,  and  the  expres- 
eioD  of  the  man's  features  betrayed  the  most 
intense  pain,  mingled  with  a  yet  stormier 
feeling.  In  vain  did  Wulden  repeat  hie 
inquiries,  whercirom  be  at  length  desisted, 
with  an  erootion  of  pity;  for  be  was  led  to 
believe  that  this  silence  was  occasioned  by 
the  pain  proceeding  from  the  wound. 

Nor  had  the  surgeon,  on  presenting  bim- 
leir,  any  better  success ;  no  sooner  did  the 
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invalid  perceive  his  object,  than  he  pushed 
bim,  with  what  strength  he  could  collect, 
aside,  saying,  that  he  wished  for  nothing  bat 
a  draught  of  water:  this  being  furnished,  hf 
drank  it  off  with  tbe  greatest  eagerness,  and 
then  sank  back,  faintiog,  either  from  the  ex- 
ertioD  ofdrinkkig,  or  weakness  owing  to  lost 
of  blood. 

Now  was  it  that  the  sargeou  connneDced 
bis  examination,  and  declared,  that  there  was 
bat  little  hope  of  the  wounded  man  snrviviii^, 
— the  vital  parts  beiug  affected.  Still,  how- 
ever, the  wound  was  carefully  dressed  ;  and 
they  were  just  consulting  about  tbe  most  pro- 
per place  whereto  to  bear  a  person  of  sQcli 
evident  rank  and  consequence,  when  Wald- 
sfein  arrived,  with  bis  re  inf or  cement,  at  tbe 
New- gate. 

To  the  surprise  and  morti  6  cation  of  our 
hero,  he  found  the  conflict  at  an  end,  and 
heard,  that  the  fall  of  one  man  had  decided 
the  whole  affair, 

"  Well,  we  will  at  least  assist  you  to  burj 
your  dead !"  said  Albert,  as  he  stepped  toward 
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tfae  Swedish  officer,  who  was  l>ing  ia  a  state 
of  complete  insensibility.  He  examined  him 
more  closely.  Btood,  du»t,  and  agony,  had, 
it  was  true,  discomposed  and  disfigured  (he 
features ;  but  a  fearful  resemblance  became 
more  and  more  certain,  and,  la  broken  ac- 
cents, Waldatein  exclaimed,   "Leopold! — it 

Odowalskj !"  The  name  struck  at  once  to 
the  heart  of  Wulden,  and  both  youths  were, 
for  a  moment,  buried  in  deep  reflection. 

Waldstein  (his  first  shock  of  surprise  over) 
decided  on  having  the  Colonel,  who  still  con- 
tinued to  give  few  signs  of  life,  placed  where 
he  might  be  accommodated  as  his  state  de- 
manded. Whilst  Wulden,  therefore,  attended 
to  the  rest,  seeing  the  dead  Interred  and  the 
wounded  administered  to,  A.lbert  bestowed 
his  care  and  attention  upon  his  unhappy  rival 
and  enemy,  procuring  him  all  the  ease  and 
aid   In  his  power.     He   was  provided  with 

comfortable  and  befitting  apartment,  and 
a  more  experienced  surgeon  was  sent  for, 
whose  statement  confirmed,  however,  what 
bad  at  first  been  pronounced,  as  to  the  pro- 
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balence  of  the  crowd  before  bim ;  aodhewu, 
accordingly,  not  ill-pleased  lo  see  bis  frieni) 
Leopold  advancing  with  an  armed  picquet 
Catchiog  bis  eye,  as  he  marched  onvard, 
Waldstein  addressed  the  young  Baron  as  hii 
iofenor  officer,  with  a  command  to  "Dis- 
perse the  mob !"  directions  wbicfa  were  spee- 
dily acted  OQ,  as  soon  as  Wa  Id  en  savtlK 
really  critical  situation  wberein  bis  compaDioi 
stood. 

Havingsucceedcdiodoing  this,  though  nol 
without  some  diSiculty  and  bloodshed.  Leo- 
pold expressed  bis  aslouishmcnt  that  Wald- 
stein should  feel  inclined  to  ran  any  tisi 
for  the  sake  of  a.  public  traitor  and  a  f 
soaal  foe. 

"  It  is  simply,"  answered  our  hero,  smiliiij 
"  because  he  was  jny  enemy;" — and  the 
friends  proceeded  up  (he  steps  to  see  how  tl 
invalid  went  on.  On  their  way,  boweva^ 
they  were  met  by  the  surgeon  with  an  agitata 
countenance  ; — 

"  The  Swedish  officer  is   dying,"  be  t 
claimed.  "  and  it  i»  dreadful  to  heboid  bin.* 
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"  Why  ?   what   has   occorred  t"    inqnired 
Waldstein,  hastily. 

"Toa,  my  Lord,  are,  as  it  seems,  the  innocent 
eause  of  his  perturbatioD,"  replied  the  surgeon, 
"  I !"  exclaimed  Waldstein,  astonished. 
"The  wounded  officer  had  already  ob- 
served, and  probably  recognized,  your  figure 
at  the  window,  for  he  show«d  great  aoeasiuess, 
and  inquired  who  the  officer  was  that  had  just 
left  the  apartment '.  I  mentioned  your  name, 
my  Lord,  and  immediately  perceived  a  violent 
agitation  ia  his  whole  manner;  yet  he  re- 
mained silent,  as  we,  in  fact,  intreuted  him  to 
keep  himself  quiet.  Al^er  awhile,  however, 
he  asked  how  it  was  with  his  wound,  and  if  he 
shoold  recover?  I  replied,  that  there  was  as- 
suredly danger ;  still  all  hope  was  not  lost." 

"'No!'  he  exclaimed   violently:  'What, 
then  I  may  still  live '' 

'  It  is  possible,  ifyou  keep  perfectly  quiet,' 
I  replied. 

He  returned  no  answer  to  this,  bat  I 
could  well  see  that  something  was  working 
within  him.     At  that  moment  a  sudden  tumult 
VOL.  II.  M 
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steiD  !'  and  with  these  words  aponhis  toDgnc, 
he  gave  forth  the  last  weak  gasp  of  life." 

Waldsteiu  spake  not :  deep  and  conilicliag 
emotioDS  seemed  to  be  struggliag  wilbiD  bu 
breast,  as  he  pointed  to  the  door  of  the  n 
where  lay  the  corpse  of  Odowalsky. 
surgeon  understood  the  signal,  and  led  ti 
way,  followed  by  tbe  joung  men,  one  of  whon 
had  been  the  chief  object  of  tbe  dead  man's 
hatred,  while  the  otiier  bad  deprived  him  of  lif^ 

And  there  lay  the  tall,  once  powerful  n 
dier — pale  and  lifeless,  but  Dot  disfigured^ 
upou  his  bed.  There  were  no  more  traces 
oi  that  wild  rage  and  fary  which  bad  so  ofteo 
accompanied  bis  actions  ^  over  tbe  once  pu; 
aionate  features  a  mild  calm  was  now  spre 
which  very  probaldy  the  unfortunate  mat 
countenance  had  never  displayed  befori 
for  his  whole  life  appeared  to  have  been  j 
tissue  of  feverish  excitement,  either  pled 
surable  or  painful. 

"  He  was  the  foe  of  many,"  said  Walda 
contemplating  tbe  slatue-like  marble  figorl 
before  him. 


whon 
man's 
jflifiV* 


WALOSTBIN.  245 

"  But  of  himself  the  greatest,"  replied 
Waldsfein,  as,  having  loosened,  by  tlie  sight 
of  this  spectacle,  the  sufTocaliog  feeliug  about 
bis  heart,  he  motioned  to  quit  the  apart- 
ment. 

A  few  hours  after  the  battle,  the  rolling  of 
drums  in  the  vineyards  opposite  the  New- 
gate announced,  as  it  had  repeatedly  done 
before,  that  the  Swedes  wished  to  summon  a 
parley-  A  drummer  approached  the  walls, 
and  demanded  a  truce  of  four-and-twenty 
hours,  in  order  to  aR'ord  time  on  both  sides  for 
burying  the  dead.  It  was  granted,  though  with 
the  remark,  that  on  the  side  of  the  city,  hardly 
so  many  minutes  had  been  necessary.  This 
demand,  which  iodioated  a  want  of  repose  on 
the  part  oftheSwedes,  together  with  the  yes- 
terday's news  of  the  approaching  reinforce- 
ment, heightened  greatly  tlie  courage  of  the 
Praguese;  they  laboured  with  increased  vi- 
gour and  industry  toward  repairing  such  parts 
of  the  walls  as  the  last  attack  had  injured, 
and  at  length  anticipated  an  end  to  their  snf- 
feringa. 
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The  two  friends  had  another  object  whioh 
caused  them  some  aosiety ; — namely, 
body  of  their  prisoner.  It  would  have  beaf' 
their  wish  to  have  had  him  interred  accordii^f 
to  his  rank,  with  military  honors,  in  onetl 
the  church-yards  of  tlie  city  ;  but  this  llw| 
dorst  not  attempt,  oq  accoaul  of  the  ill  di». 
position  of  the  people,  who,  though  at  soH 
distance,  it  is  true,  (on  account  of  the  goanjrf 
placed  round  the  building,)  were  still  in  motia 
in  the  vicinity.  Waldstein  lighted  01 
thoughtof  delivering  over  the  remains  secret^ 
to  the  Swedes;  and  he  spoke  with  Coin 
Colloredo  to  this  effect,  who,  having  gifll 
his  acquiescence  to  the  proposal,  the  affid^ 
was  immediately  entrusted  to  the  charge  tt 
an  officer  of  the  garrison,  who  accompanisj 
the  enemy's  drummer  back  to  their  hea^ 
quarters,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  ai 
rangements. 

The  news  of  Odowalsky's  fall  was  already 
kuown  there.  His  comrades  had  seen  hitt 
sink,  and  had  spread  the  report  of  his  deatt^. 
which    excited    various    sensations.      Man 
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regretted  him  as  a  usefal  partizao ;  still  mgre 
were  glad  to  be  rid  of  bint;  while  some  few 
really  mourned  bis  loss,  and  among  these  was 
bis  friend  Coppy.  To  bim  it  appeared  certain 
that,  in  Prague,  his  fall  would  produce  the 
most  joyful  sensations,  and  that,  perhaps,  the 
citizens  might  exercise  upon  him,  when  dead, 
that  vialcQce  which  their  feelings  of  rage  die- 
tuted,  hat  which  fortune  did  not  allow,  whilst 
he  was  living.  He  hastened,  therefore,  to 
get  an  audience  of  the  Palatine,  which,  how- 
ever, coold  not  take  place  very  quickly,  as 
the  Prince,  in  a  feeling  of  mortificatiun  and 
anger  at  the  failure  of  his  late  attack,  had 
■hut  himself  up  in  his  apartment,  and  would 
see  no  person  for  the  present. 

Meantime,  the  be  fore- mentioned  drummer 
returned  to  the  camp,  accompanied  by  the 
Bohemian  oShcer,  whom  Konigsmark  himself 
annouDccd  to  the  Prince  as  bringing  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  proposed  truce — and 
he  then  introduced  the  wish  expressed  by 
the    Bohemian    leader.      Charles   Guslavus 
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learot,  by  (bis  wisb,  of  the  death  of  Odowal- 
sky,  vhich  aSoctcd  bitn  rather  at  first,  for  b« 
was  conscious  of  baviog  committed,  tbe  pre- 
ceding day,  some  injustice  toward  tbe  de- 
ceased ;  but,  after  awbile,  regarding  tbe  event 
io  anotber  point  of  view,  a  ray  of  hope  aal 
joy  sprang  up  in  his  heart, — the  lovely  objecf 
of  bis  adoration  via^  now  freed  from  bef  t*^ 
grossing  and  petulant  admirer.  He  aitt 
mately  commissioned  Kbnigsmark  to  atteodl 
and  provide  for  tbe  honorable  iutermeol  if 
the  body. 

Konigamark  rejoiced  at  this   commissioib 
His  heart  was  novr  more  mildly  attuned  Uioi 
ever^  one  pleasure^a  pleasure  he  bad  not 
anticipated,  and,  indeed,  bad  long  since givefi 
up — had  been  therein  infused,  and  bad  opened 
it  to  every  softer  sensation.     He  readily  gart 
orders  for  receiving,    before  tbe  New-gal 
under  cover  of  night,  (in  order  to  screen 
from  the  maltreatment  of  the  mob,)  the  ba 
of  him,  whom,  indeed,  he  honored  asasoldi< 
but,  as  a  man,  never  could  respect ;  and  tb 
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to  have  it  interred  on  the  appointed  spot, 
vbere  reposed  the  other  STredish  officers 
vho  had  been  killed  daring  the  siege. 
News  of  the  most  unpleasant  natore  now 
'  reached  the  camp  of  the  besiegers.  General 
Wrangcl,  It  appeared,  was  unable  to  send 
the  reinforcement  demanded,  he  himself  re- 
quiring even  more  troops  than  he  already  had 
at  his  disposal.  The  impirial  forces  under 
Des  Souches  and  Golz  were  advancingin  aid 
of  Pragnc,  and  the  defeats  which  the  Swedes 
had  successively  experienced  (more  especially 
in  the  last  attack)  quite  unfitted  them  for  any 
other  undertaking  of  a  decisive  character. 

The  Palatine  summoned  a  council  of  war, 
whereat  two  things  were  determined  on  ;  first, 
to  try  whether  the  city  might  not  be  brought 
over  to  a  peaceful  surrender,  before  the  rein- 
forcemeotsarrived;  and,  secondly, toendeavor 
to  keep  any  intctligence  of  the  latter  march- 
ing to  their  aid,  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
I  Praguese.     In  pursuance  of  the  first  of  these 
I  resolutions,   another  flag    of  trace  was  dis- 
I  patched  to  the  city,  accumpanied  by  a  General 
u3 
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officer,  wbo,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  Pala- 
tise — iDflueDCed,  as  be  said,  by  a  desire  to 
spare  the  further  efTusIoD  of  humaa  blood- 
offered  favorable  terms  ut'capituiatiou.  'Ibe 
Bohemian  authorities  felt  stroagly  disposed 
to  dismiss  this  pruposal  in  a  summary  naj; 
bat  the  policy  of  gaining  time  occmred  1o 
tbem;  and,  in  conformity  therewith,  (lit; 
promised  to  give  the  Prince's  offers  due  con- 
sideration. It  was  subsequently  determined 
that,  next  morning,  Colonel  Coant  Gutz,  ac- 
companied by  Count  Waldstein,  should  be 
deputed  to  wait  on  the  Prince,  and  suggf 
such  modifications  of  his  tfigboess's  tern 
as.  It  was  well  knottn,  be  would  not  agree  t 
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CHAPTER  XIII, 

The  day  on  which  Odowalsky  fell,  and 
directly  after  the  affair  at  the  New-gate,  uue 
of  bis  atteodaota  had  ridden  to  the  castle  of 
Troy,  with  the  Dews  of  his  death.  The  first 
member  of  the  family  that  he  met.  happened, 
accidentally,  to  be  the  Baroness  von  Zelstow 
herself.  However  little  the  friendship  that 
lady  bore  toward  Odowalsky,  still  she  was 
startled  on  receiving  this  intelligence;  be- 
sides, how  was  it  to  be  imparted  to  Helen  .' — 
Having  imposed  the  strictest  silence  upon  the 
messenger,  she  proceeded  to  the  young  lady's 
apartment,  in  order  to  commnnicate  it  herself, 
as  cautiously  and  delicately  as  possible. 

Helen's  agitation  was  extremely  great: — 
over-wrought  Natnre  sought  temporary  re- 
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fiige  in  insensibility ;  and  even  on  her  t9- 
covery  from  that  state,  it  was  long  before  ■ 
friendly  gush  of  tears  relieved  tbe  pressor* 
about  her  heart.  That  whole  day  she  vte 
unable  to  collect  her  scattered  thoughts  ;  bit 
on  the  following  morning  appeared  i 
calm.  Having  overcome  the  first  terribti 
blow,  the  real  state  of  circumstances  pre- 
sented itself  to  her  vien  in  a  milder  hght 
She  had,  as  we  have  seen,  begun  to  specuiati 
on  the  wisdom  of  finding  means  to  disuoiM 
their  destinies — and  that  which  she  aimed  a^ 
a  mysterious  Providence  had  awfully  accom- 
plished. She  learnt,  too,  after  awhile,  that 
the  same  hand  which  had  inDicted  Odowalsby'i 
death-wound  had  likewise  administered  to  tlic 
comfort  of  his  espiring  moments;  and  tiiii 
another  officer  had  exposed  hia  own  life,  in 
order  to  procure  for  the  nnfortuuate  Sffediib 
Colonel  a  peaceful  fiarting. 

And  this  generous  foe  was  Waldstein .' — H» 
bad  most  probably,  she  imagined,  from  a  \» 
gering  emotion  of  deep  attachment  townrd 
herself,  iu'erfered  in  behalf  of  her  betrothed; 
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and  a  hundred  thoughts  aud  associations 
rushed  upon  her  mind  as  she  endeavoured  to 
persuade  herself  of  the  truth  of  this  delusion. 
To  divert  tho  concentration  of  Helen's 
reflections,  it  was  proposed  by  the  Baron  that 
tlio  ladies  should  pay  a  visit  to  a  friend  in  the 
Kleinseite^  and  accordingly,  Madame  de 
Zclstow,  Madame  de  Berka,  and  Helen,  set 
forth  one  morning  from  Troy,  and  entered  that 
part  of  the  capital.  An  unusual  bustle  seemed 
to  prevail  in  the  streets,  which  tLey  were  told 
resulted  from  the  expectation  of  a  Bohemian 
embassy  coming  to  treat  respecting  the  capi- 
tulation of  Prague. 

"  The  capitulation  of  Prague!"  exclaimed 
Helen,  as  a  sad  feeling  smote  across  her 
bosom:  "Alas!  that  he  should  not  have 
lived  to  see  this  probable  consummation  of 
his  dearest  hopes!" 

,  They  had  scarcely  seated  themselves  in  an 
apartment  of  their  friend's  house,  and  ex- 
changed the  CDStomary  greetings,  when  the 
announcement  of  the  cavalcade  drew  them  to 
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mau  beside  bim,  wba  Ihat  officer  was,  jtand- 
ing  on  the  riglit  oftbo  Palatine  ?  - 

"  It  ia  Field-Marshal  Connt  KoDigsmarii," 
replied  the  other ; — and    Waldatein  was  sliU 
more  astonislied   when   fae    lieard  bis  aamt; 
lor  any  coanexii>n  between  tbe  Marshal  toil 
J^oanDa  appeared  to  him   scarceljr  possible, 
While  thinking  of  this,  be  overheard  almHl'. 
all  that  passed  between  Count  Giitz  and 
Prince,  until  the  latter  suddeuly  spraat;  (t 
his  seat,  exclaiming' ; — "  Say  rather,  Goloi 
that  you  will  not  give  up  tbe  City  at  all!- 
J'or  such  conditions  as  those   you  propose 
me,   cannot    possibly   be    accepted   by  an* 
General  who  has  already  broug^bt  the  eneot 
to  the  last  push,     What!  you  wish   to  keep 
the  Old   and  New-Towns  still  occupied  hj 
jour  own  troops,  and  to  have  but  a  weal 
Swedish  garrisoD  leil  in  the  Kleinseite— Ihft 
citizens  ul'  each  quarter  of  the  capital  to 
declared  as  neutral,    and  to    be  allowed 
carry  on  their  trade  and  com niuai cations 
freely  as  in  time  of  peace ! — No  !  since  yi 
reject  my  g7acious  offers,  let  the  sword  decll 
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ultunately  between  us,  and  it  will  soon  appear 
that  you  have  chosen  your  own  destruction." 
With  these  words  he  turDed  away,  and  was  on 
tbepointofleaviD^the  room  in  anger,  followed 
by  his  staff,  when  he  suddenly  stopped  at  the 
door  (reminded  either  by  bis  own  better  re- 
collectioD  or  by  one  of  his  suite): — "  How- 
ever, Gentlemen,"  said  he  with  courteous 
manner,  turning  to  the  imperial  officers — 
"  this  untoward  result  of  our  negocialion 
will  not,  I  hope,  prevent  your  giving  me  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  yon  at  my  table." — The 
Bohemians  bowed  respectfully,  and  Gustavus 
left  the  room.  Several  Swedish  officers, 
however,  remained,  to  perform  the  rites  of 
hospitality  toward  the  strangers. 

Scarcely  had  Wald stein  laid  aside  his 
gloves  and  sword,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
giving  himself  over  to  the  thoughts  and  sup- 
positions which  Kbnigsmark's  appearance 
bad  excited,  when  one  of  his  attendants 
broagbt  him  a  card  of  invitation  from  the 
Baroness  von  Zelstow,  which  stated  that  the 
Baroness  was  accidentally  in  the  Kleinscite, 
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visiting  ber  friend.  Madam  von  Kiudeneit, 
and    iiaving   seen    Cuunt    Waidstein    pan 
could  not  resist  the  desire  of  speaking  t 
more  with  the  old  friend  and  kinsmao  of  h 
hoDse. 

This  invitation  was  sol  agreeable  to  our 
hero,  Helen  was  iirst  in  bis  thoughts  as  he 
read  it;  and  the  meeting  her,  was  very  macli 
against  bis  wish.  Still,  she  was,  he  cun- 
claded,  just  now  a  mourner:  be  bad  qait(. 
ceased  to  feel  any  etnotion  respecting  I 
aod  bis  aunt  had  always  shown  bim  moa 
affection.  It  would  therefore,  be  conceived, 
be  improper  to  withhold  himself  from  tbij 
interview, — and  perhaps — although  we  would 
not  commit  onr  hero's  gallantry  by  safferill 
the  reader  to  suppose  he  laid  any  great  stra 
on  that  circumstance — the  interval  which 
remained  to  be  filled  up  until  diDner-time 
contributed  to  Iik  his  determination.  He_ 
accordingly  resumed  his  hat  and  gloves, 
directed  the  attendant  to  show  him  to  t 
mansion  at  which  bis  relation  was  stoppii^ 

He  was  received  by  the  elder  ladies  v 
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open  arms,  and  warmly  congratulated  oa  the 
active  part  he  bad  taken  ia  the  defence  ol'  his 
native  cily,  during  the  progress  of  the  siege. 
The  conversation  had  lasted  some  little  time, 
and  Albert — half  afraid  to  allude  to  the  lady 
Helen, — began  to  hope  that  he  shoald  be 
■pared  the  embarrassmeot  of  her  presence, 
when  the  Baroness  suddenly  said, — 

"  But  there  is  another  old  acqnaint- 
aace,  Count  Watdstein,  who  is  anxious  to 
add  her  congratulations  to  ours;"  and  as 
she  spoke,  she  walked,  smiling,  to  a  pair  of 
folding- doors,  which  being  thrown  open, 
Helen  was  discovered  in  an  inner  apartment, 
reading. — It  had  probably  been  originally 
designed,  that  the  lady  should  be  displayed 
on  Waldstein's  inquiring  for  her; — for  this 
we  cannot  vouch ;  but  the  impression  on 
Albert's  mind — particularly  npon  Helen's 
starting  up,  as  if  surprised, — was,  that  the 
whole  tiling  looked  far  too  theatrical.  It 
firepossessed  him  against  the  scene  that  fal- 
lowed. 

Ladies  of  a  certain  age  are  often  said — 
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perliaps  scandalously — to  be  fond  of  v 
making;  but  wc  do  uot  mean  to  impute  ai 
such  grave  charge  to  Madam  von  Zelslow 
and  her  two  respectable  friends,  even  not- 
withstanding  they  did  find  it  conveoieDt  t»M 
quit  the  room  al^er  awhile,  and  leave  i 
younj  people  together. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  detail  the  conver- 

r  tation   tliat  ensued  between   Helen  ami  hei 

*ftirmer  suitor. — We  are  afraid,  indeed,  the 

;nity  and  maidenly  reserve  so    universailji 

r^anifested   by  young  ladies,  would  be  vcrj 

^Mttle  illustrated   by  such  a  disclosure:— net 

^that  the  beauty    of  Troy  uttered    a  syllable 

'  tbe  import  whereof  could   be    objected  tOig 

*  even    by    the   most  fastidious    of 

^ilmnts;    but  she  certainly  did   give   Albe 

Ample   reason   to  perceive,    that  a  renevi 

ef   his  addresses    would    be  any  tiling  I 

disagreeable. 

All  this  however  was  lost  npon  our  hero 
and  he  afterward  told  his  Fidus  Achates, 
young  BaroD  Wuldcn,  that  be   was  himM 
quite  surprised  to  find  how  complete 
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todiffereace,  and  how  decidedly — thougb  of 
course  wilh  the  utmost  courtesy — it  was 
manifested.  A  single  glance  at  her  niece's 
countenance  made  this  fact  palpable  to  the 
Baroness,  on  her  return  to  the  saloon;  and 
we  fear  that,  after  Waldstcin's  departure  to 
figure  at  the  Prince's  banquet,  the  discourse 
of  the  ladies  of  Troy  was  neither  particuiarly 
lively  nor  satisfactory. 

Previous  to  leaving;  the  palace,  Waldstein 
bad  dispatched  a  servant  to  his  own  mansion 
■ — he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  visit  it 
himself,  whilst  in  possession  of  the  Swedes — 
tu  request  that  Bertram,  his  steward,  would 
come  to  him;  he  was  desirous  of  hearing  how 
matters  went  on  at  the  Friedland  palace, 
iDd  also  of  putting  bis  faithful  domestic  at 
rest,  respecting  the  safety  of  Joanna.  He 
learnt,  on  the  servant's  return,  that  Bertram 
was  not  at  the  mansion — indeed,  not  in 
Prague;  but  had  gone,  the  preceding  day, 
by  order  of  Count  KJinigsmark,  and  in  a 
carriage  provided  for  him  by  the  Count,  to 
Kaurxim. 
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entered  llie  room  into  which  it  led,  wLicfa  vu 

arcbed,  and  of  small  size.     Here  he  beheld, 

seated  near  a  table,  a  female,  enveloped,  like 

the  man,  in  a  fur  mantle.    She  appeared  to  lit 

{  in  meditation — her  head  resting  upon  her  h: 

I  ber  elbow  on  the  chair;  whilst  around  ber 

brows  sbehad  folded, according  to  tbefashiia 

■  ofthe  time,  a  large  white  turban,  so  that  hrr 

k  forehead  was  quite  covered.     The  positioB, 

I  the  dress,  even  the  bend  of  the  lovely  oect, 

I  confirmed  his  anxions  supposition  : — it  vbi 

inna!     His  blood  rushed  into    his  \ 

with  greater  violc^nce;  he  advanced  closer^ 

the  clanking  of  his  sword  upon  the  grouod 

betrayed  bis  presence,  and  the  female  8tand[_ 

up,  tomed  round,  and,  with  an  agitated  e 

pression,  held  firmly  by  the  chair  for  suppoil 

"  Joanna !"  exclaimed  Walclsteia,   haslenill 

toward  her,  and  clasping  her  in   his  arma- 

all  former  resolutions  forgotten. 

Some  moments  bad  elapsed  before  e 
was  capable  of  utterance.  At  length  Wal4< 
stein  recovered  some  aelf-possession,  and 
gazed   on  Joanna   with  looks    of   fondness. 
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How  was  she  changed!  Already,  at  the  time 
wbeo  with  Wulden  be  had  committed  her  to 
the  charge  o(  Leopold's  relative  in  Kanrzim, 
be  had  observed  that  coD^nemeat  and  alarm 
bad  robbed  her  cbeeks  of  their  bloom;  hut 
BOW  ahe  looked  quite  worn  away.  Every 
ihing  coo6rined  bis  dreadful  suspiciona. 

"  Alas,  my  JoaDoa!"  said  he;  "  is  it  thus 
I  must  again  see  you  !  Was  then  your  place 
of  refuge  not  sufficiently  concealed  ^  Could 
not  my  love  su<;ceed  in  protecting  you  from 
your  tormentors  V 

\t  tbese  words  Joanna  looked  up  at  him, 
a  sweet  smile  beaming  upon  her  lovely  coun- 
tenance:— "How  mean  you,  my  honored 
|J<ord?     My  father  has  brought  me  hither." 

"  Yea,  I  know  HO  moch;  but  at  whose  com- 
Diand,  and  with  what  escort? — I  scarcely 
dare  to  ask— as  a  criminal  V 

"  Not  so !"  replied  Joanna  mildly ;  "  Cnant 
Kbnigsmark  means  no  harm  to  me." 

"  But  why  those  dragoons?" 

"  The  roads,  my  Lord,  are  represented  as 

VOL.  II.  N 
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extrfi'ni.-ly  ensafe,<iad  theCoant  recummeDdd 
to  my  father  the  greatest  caatioD  and  care." 

"  Bui  why,  dear  girl,  are  you  so  p^e— n 
wasted?     Have  Ihey  treated  yon  ODkindljr 

"  By  no  meEins,  my  Lord  ;  on  the  conlrarj', 
I  was  so  happy  as  to  gain  the  favor  of  ftt 
Lady  Von  Wnlden,  who  treated  me  like  het 
own  relative." 

"  Well,  time  mast  explain  this  seeminj 
enigma:  meanwhile,  let  me  bless  the  chance 
which  has  again  permitted  me  to  hoM  yon  ii 
my  arms!" 

Joanna  looked  conscions,  and  blnsbeii 
deeply,  bnt  made  little  effort  to  withdraw 
herself  from  Waldstein's  ardent  embraeei. 
He,  on  his  part,  did  not  in  the  (east  sttenpl 
to  restrain  the  expression  of  his  emotiou: 
lie  felt  that  his  comentional  defences  wen 
beaten  down.— DIBcrence  of  rank — ^fami!* 
pride — consideration  for  the  opinion  of  ibe 
world,  melted  away  before  the  noon-da* 
warmth  of  all-conqueriog  love! 

"  Joanna !"  at  length  he  resnmecl,  "  Toa 
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are  miac  1     No  power  on  eartli  shall  separate 
I   «a !    I  canoot  live  withoat  you  I — this  I  have 

felt  since  we  last  met,  and nay,  intenupt 

ne  not,  Bweetest  —  you  alone  shall  be  my 
■wife!" 
[  "  Count  Waldstein !'  cried  she,  bj  this 
'  time  awake  to  tlie  impropriety  of  prolonging 
this  interview,  "  I  iutreat  yon  to  pause,  and 
consider !" 

"  ]  have  considered  !"  replied  he,  gravely  i 
"  CQQsidered  every  ihing,  fully — repeatedly. 
Do  not  imagine  that  an  over-hasty  passion 
transports  me  thua !  Your  worth,  and  our 
relative  circuni.stances,  stand  clearly  before 
my  mind.  The  wounds  of  luy  country  are 
many  and  deep.  I  have  vowed — lam  sworn 
— to  endeavor  to  stanch  them.  But  in  this 
career,  I  must  have  the  consolation  afforded 
by  some  gentle  heart,  to  resort  to.  I  must 
have  some  mild  and  radiant  eye  to  greet  me 
when  I  return  from  the  battle  —  to  gird 
on  my  sword,  when  I  start  forth  to  it.  And 
vrho  so  worthy  a&  my  gentle,  wise  Joanna — 
hruught  up,  as  it  were,  in  the  achool  of  mis- 
m2 
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forluDe  -  Slie  will  assist  me  Id  drying  tlie 
tears  of  my  depeadnoU — for  she  knows  ba« 
bitter  it  is  to  shed  them;  whilst  a  high-borti 
wife  might  ooty  think,  of  tbe  brillimicf  of 
her  rank." 

"  Ah,  bold,  hold,  my  booored  I^rd!  1 
dare  not  listeo  to  you.  Too  sweet,  too  i^ 
dnciag,  are  the  images  you  describe!" 

At  this  momeut,  foulstcps  were  heard  a^- 
proachiug  au  iuoer  door,  together  with  voico 
in  con  versa  tioD.  "  It  ia  my  father  retoriuD; 
for  me,"  said  Joaooa. 

Waldstein  recollected  that  his  time  its 
weiL  nigh  expired,  and  that  Gotz  would  be 
awaiting  bim.  Ooce  more  hastily  embraciiig 
Joanna,  he  prepared,  therefore,  to  depart; 
"  Farewell!"  whispered  he,  "my  beloved !~ 
I  tby  bride!  We  will  soon  meet  again  !" — and, 
I  with  these  words,  be  tore  himself  away. 

As  he  hurried   along,  half  forgetting  his 

purposed  visit  to  Martinitz,  be  was  met  bj 

one  of  bis  attendants.  "  Hasten,  my  Lord!" 

exclaimed  tbe  xaaa;    "Count   Gotz  is  ihii 

I   moment  mouutiug  his  horse  to  depart,  aoif 
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I  anxiously  expects  your  return."    Waldstein 
[  started,    as  from  a  traDce. — He    perceived 
that  his  intended  interview  vdth  the  Upper- 
Snrgrat  must  be  postponed ;  aDd,although  vith 
a  heav^  heart  concerning  Joanos,  he  joined 
the  Colonel,  and  quickly  reached  the  New- 
Town,  where,  immediately  seeking  his  frif^nd 
L  'Wulden,  he  related  all  he  had  this  day  ex- 
I  perienced,  and  requested   Leopold's  counsel 
}  and   aid   with  respect    to    hia    going    next 
moming   to   the   Hradschin,  to    see  Count 
Hartinitz. 

Wulden  listened  to  bis  friend's  story  and 
request  with  deep  attention.  He  conid  not 
bring  himself  to  regard  Albert's  views  relative 
lo  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Bertram 
as  any  thing  else  than  mere  wildness :  be  saw, 
bowever,  equally  well,  that  lo  contradict  him 
now,  in  the  first  fury  of  his  passion,  wonld  be 
altogether  to  do  purpose.  He  lelt,  therefore, 
that  point  untouched,  and  came  directly  to 
the  second  ;  namely,  the  wish  of  his  friend  to 
npeak  with  Count  Martinilz,  respecting  Jo- 
j   anna's  safety. 


270 


WAbDSTKIJJ. 


An  order  had  just  been  sent  to  Waldslnu 
to  proceed  with  his  company  to  the  Elation  o( 
the  Koni-gate,  and,  consequently,  be  could 
not  veotore  to  leave  the  city.  Walden,  there- 
fore, offered  to  go  in  his  place.  "  You  know," 
said  he,  "  I  assisted  you  to  rescue  Ibe  maiden, 
end  r  am  a  little  in  love  with  ber  mysdf, 
though  not  quite  so  far  gone  as  you,  on  *bidi 
accoant  [  am  the  fittest  to  speak  in  yoot 
aame ;  bat  I  think  the  vhole  thing  vill  be 
quite  useless." 

"  Useless !    Why?" 

"  Becaaae,  half  an  hour  since,  a  deserter 
from  the  enemy  entered  the  Old-Town,  iiH 
fbnning  us  Ibat  there  is  a  great  movemeDl 
among  the  Swedes,  who  seem  as  if  they  w*re 
preparing  for  a  retreat;  whilst  we  have,  like- 
wise, received  news  which  may  be  depeodrd 
on,  (in  spite  of  the  strictness  wherewith  ibe 
Swedes  have  striven  to  cut  off  all  commaDi- 
cation,)  that  General  des  Sonches  is  alreadv 
lying  near  the  Sazawa,  and  will  arrive  before 
Prague  to- morrow. — Nevertheless,  to  r«lie»» 
vour  impatience,  I  will,  if  possible,  g'l  to 
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the  Governmeut  palace  to  speak  with  Count 
Martin  itz." 

The  ensuing  moming  was  that  of  the  first 
of  November— All-Saints'  day.  Thu  hard- 
pressed  Praguese  knew  not,  indeed,  much  ut 
feasts  or  holiday's  now.  The  Swedes  sturnied 
away  without  any  respect  to  days ; — nay,  even 
on  those  very  festivals  which,  totheCathoUcs, 
were  most  sacred,  but  to  the  Protestants  of 
no  consequence, — they  loved,  as  if  in  mock- 
ery, to  urge  their  assaults.  The  armistice 
was  now  at  an  end,  and  it  was  expected,  not 
without  anxiety,  that,  perhaps,  this  very  day 
a  stili  more  aerious  attack  would  be  made. 
The  country  ail  round  was  again  enveloped 
in  a  thick  fog,  which  covered  the  city  itself 
ao  completely,  that  the  points  of  the  towers 
could  scarcely  be  distinguished.  But  a  fresh 
wind  arising  from  the  cast,  the  mist  dispersed 
before  it,  the  hills  around  Prague  became 
visible,  and,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  be- 
sieged, the  sentinels  on  the  diflerent  watch- 
towers  announced  that  the  whole  Swedish 
camp  appeared  to  have  broken  up  ;  that  the 
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tents  bad  vanished,  tbe  cannons  been  dragged 
away,  and  some  odd  remnants  of  batleriw 
were  alone  to  be  seen. 

This  news  soon  spread  through  tbe  whole 
city ; — but  the  harassed  natives  scarcely  dared 
to  trust  the  delightf\]l  intelligence,  aDti[,Mxtt 
after,  the  country  people  poured  in  at  tb. 
gates,  stating,  that  the  Palatine  and  Geneitt' 
Wiirtemberg  had,  with  early  dawn,  piO> 
ceeded  with  the  troops  nndcr  tbelr  commaiti, 
00  the  road  to  Badweis,  wholly  abaodooiDf 
the  oity  and  neighboarhood! 

Happy  to  taste  a  freedom  of  which  tlltff 
had  so  long  been  deprived,  tbe  Pragnei^ 
were  harrying  out  at  the  gates  to  inspeot 
the  deserted  encampment  of  ihe  enemy. 

General  Conti,  however,  held  them  ^3tuk 
with  wise  precaution,  and  gave  strict  orde^ 
that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  issue  forA 
at  present,  as  be  did  not  yet  trust  to  thb 
sodden  retreat  of  tbe  enemy,  and  suspected 
there  might  be  some  rust  de  guerre  cooccaled 
beneath  it. 

To  Waldsteioi  this  news    was   indeed  t, 
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tfaonderbolt: — mucb  as  he  rejoiced  thereat, 
yet  now,  Deither  Leopold  oor  himself  could 
form  any  hope  of  getting  up  the  Hradacbin — 
and  the  uncertainty  hanging  over  Joanna's 
fate  pressed  heavily  on.  his  heart. 

A  couple  of  hours  after,  came  at  length 
a  messenger  whose  tidings  completely  did 
away  with  nil  remaining  anxiety  or  doubt. 
Trumpets  sounded  before  the  gates  of  Wis- 
sebrad; — and  Iheyblew  ao  Swedish  strain. — 
"The  imperial  reinforcement  is  arrived!" 
was  the  cry  that  circulated  through  the  streets, 
and  occasioned  the  liveliest  rejoicings.  Ge- 
nerals Golz  and  des  Sonches  were  lying  with 
their  corpt  d'armie  scarce  half  a  league 
distant  from  the  city,  and  it  was  now  easily 
conceivable  that  the  Swedes(wbo  must  have 
got  earlier  information)  had  really  withdrawn, 
and  given  up  all  farther  views  against 
Prague — their  last  attempt  for  obtaining 
possession  of  the  city,  by  the  milder  means 
of  capitulation,  having  been  unsuccessful. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 


It  is  commonly  said,  that  misfortuDes  oevei 
come  singly ; — and  we  would  fain  hope,  tbtl 
Ihe  reverse  holds  good  likewise, — at  all  eveot«» 
it  did  so  in  the  present  inatance. 

All-Saints'  day  had  unexpectedly  proved  U 
the  Praguese  a  day  of  joy  and  festival,  und 
the  follonlng  brought  with  it  still  gresUC 
satisfaction, — tidings  oi'  the  liberation  of  tin 
whole  Germanic  Empire,  after  uDspeakabU 
sufferings,  and  thirty  years  of  war  and  desol*- 
lion.  The  preliminaries  of  peace  were  St 
length  signed  ! 

All  hostilities  were  now  at  an  end ;  aid 
Konigsmark  (wlio  with  a  small  body  of  trotfi 
still  held  the  Kleinseite)  commenced  mal__,^ 
preparations,  in  great  hasie,  for  a  BpletiiUd 
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festival,  at  vhicb  he  solicited  the  presence  of 
Field-Marshal  Colloredo,  and  all  the  General 
officers  and  staff  of  the  garrison,!  expressly 
requesting  the  attendance  of  Waldstein  and 
Father  Plachy. 

The  long-closed  Bridge-Tower  of  the 
Old-Town  was  once  more  opened ; — every 
material  wherewith  it  had  been  barricaded, 
ofiron,  stUDe,  wood,&c.  was  hastily  removed, 
and  a  suitable  path  fornaed  for  the  brilliant 
train  about  to  proceed  to  the  other  side  of 
the  city.  With  the  Field-Marshal  at  their 
bead,  the  shining  ranka  of  the  officers,  in 
gala- uniform,  and  mounted  on  beautiful  steeds, 
moved  over  the  bridge; — and  io  the  midst  of 
them  was  seen  conspicuous  in  his  sacerdotal 
habit, — though  with  helmet  still  ou  head,  and 
sword  girded  round  his  loins, — Father  Plachy. 
supported  ou  each  side,  by  his  beloved  cum- 
paniuns,  Waldstein  and  Wuldeu. 

Scarcely  could  the  long  train  make  way 
through  the  concourse  of  people,  who  rushed 
toward  them  with  shouts  of  joy.  Every 
window  and   casement  Qew  open,  and   Vtus 
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■Dstaatly  filled  by  lovely  forms,  eager  to  ew| 
and  greet  the  brave  defenders  of  itieir  natin  I 
city ;  and  many  a  bright  eye  beamed  i 
proving ly  upon  the  warriors. 

Having  arrived  at  length  at  the  outer  coofl  J 
of  tbe  Governor's  pnlaee,  th«y  all  dismoanted,  1 
aod  were  received  by  Kboigsmark,  attended  1 
by  bit*  few  remaining  officers,  also  ia  foil  staU), 
who  welcomed  ihen  io  tbe  most  cordial  and 
triendly  manner — his  stern  coaoteniuice  ilio- 
BBoated  with  a  ray  of  joy,  sucb  as  bad  seldnpj 
before  been  observed  thereon. 

The  Bohemian,  and  Swedish  officers  s 
mingled  together  in  friendly  iDtercourse;] 
while  Konigsmark  bimself  approached  Wald-J 
stein,  and  taking  his  hand, — said:  "Wilkl 
yon.  Count,  I  have  to  speak  more  paitintj 
larly." — Waldstein  bowed,  but  replied  ni 
while  the  General  continued — "  I  owe  to  yi 
myLord,  agreat,an  onr^ayable obligalioD!"- 

"To  me.  Sir!"  said  Waldstein,  astonitk 
"  I  am  unconscious  of  having — "  ~ 

"Yet  it  is  even  so,"   interrupted   Kbnig^ 
mark,  vith  a  smile;  "I  have  to  thank  yoi 
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courage  and  determiDation,  aided  perbaps," 
said  ba  archly,  "  by  another  feeling,  for  the 
hfe,  and,  what  is  still  more,  the  rescaed  honor, 
of  a  person  who  is  dear  to  me  above  every 
thing." 

Waldstein  gaaed  on  the  General  with  the 
ntmost  surprise :  be  knew  not  what  to  answer, 
for  he  comprebeuded  not  the  meaning  of 
what  bad  been  said. 

"  Come,"  said  Konisgmark,  after  enjoying 
for  a  few  moments  Albert's  embarrassment, — 
"  As  we  have  balf  an  hour  to  spare  before 
dinner  is  served,  I  will  aot  suSier  you  tu  eat 
your  meal  in  disquiet.  I  can  Judge  of  your 
anxiety,  by  that  which  I  myself  felt  until  two 
clays  ago.  The  company  will  excuse  us 
awhile,"  added  be,  bowing  around,  "and  I 
will  answer  that  you  shall  have  a  good  appe- 
tite when  you  return." 

With  these  words,  be  took  Albert  by  the 
arm,  and  led  him  from  the  saloon,  across  a 
gallery,  to  a  door  which  opened  into  an  aoti- 
ohaoiber  that  formed  tlie  com  men  cement  of  a 
suite  of  splendid  apartments.     An  attendant. 
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in  readiness  there,  opened  the  ToldiDg-doon ; 
they  stepped  in,  and  proceeded  through  seve- 
ral rooms,  the  appearsiice  of  which  led  Wald- 
stein  to  infer  that  they  were  appropriated  to 
some  lady  of  high  rank.  Reaching,  atlcngtb, 
a  cabinet  at  the  end  of  this  snite,  Kbai^- 
inark  left  oar  hero,  with  the  assarance  that  be 
would  return  immediately;  and  Albert  had, 
meanwhile,  soflicieut  time  to  survey  the  place 
be  stood  in.  He  could  not  doubt  but  il  was, 
in  fact,  the  boudoir  of  some  lady.  The  wtdli 
were  covered  with  leather,  od  which  were 
embroidered,  upon  a  purple  ground,  all  kindh 
of  flowers  in  gold  and  colors.  A  table  i 
ebony,  inlaid  with  ivory  and  steel,  bore  upi 
its  centreamirroriuagoid  frame,  and  varioi 
boxes,  (probably  containing  every  nece-ssu 
article  for  the  toilette,  as  used  at  that  period 
were  likewise  placed  thereon,  whilst  a  larj 
piece  of  }rauze  was  thrown  negligently  ovel 
the  glass  and  a  parL  of  the  table. 

All  this  was,  to  Waldslein,  extremely  pf 
plexing.  "What,"  thoaght  he,  "  can  I 
Count  Konigsmark's  object  in  bringiDg  a 
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bitber?"  All  at  once,  the  idea  of  Hekn 
came  o*er  him,  accompanied  by  an  onplea- 
»aDt  sensation ;  and  be  was  etill  perplexing 
bimself  with  speculations — never  bitting  tbe 
fact — wben  the  door  opened  tbrongb  wbicb 
Kbnigsmark  bad  retired,  and  the  General 
stepped  forward,  leading  by  the  band  a  female 
in  a  dress  of  light  blue  silk,  whose  cbesnut 
hair  fell  in  ringlets  over  her  forehead,  and  on 
botli  sides  down  to  her  shoulders.  Waldstein 
gazed,  astonished,  on  tbis  fair  apparition- 
Was  it  possible  ?  or  was  it  a  delusion,  cheat- 
ing bis  eye  and  fancy?  No! — It  was  as- 
suredly Joanna,  in  the  garb  of  a  lady  of 
rank  !  Her  smile,  the  expression  of  sweet 
love  in  her  louks,  convinced  him  that  it  was 
no  deception  ;  but  ihe  words  of  Kbnigsmark : 
— "  1  present  to  jou  m^  daughter  Joanna, 
for  whose  life  and  preservation  I  have  to 
thank  jon.  Sir !" — threw  bim  again  into  doubt 
and  unccrlaioly.  Confused,  but,  withal,  de- 
lighted, he  advanced  toward  the  lady,  >vliom 
having  gallantly  saluted,  he  turned,  with  a 
look  requesting  explanation,  to  the  noble  per- 
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SOD  wbocalledhimselfberfatbei:.  Atleng) 
CoDDt  Konigsmark  thus  began:  "  Xes,  d 
WaldBtdn ! — for  so  permit  me  to  call  501 
It  is  m;  daughter! — ^Tbe  ioDg-lost  pled^j 
a  mother  whom  I  dearly  loved,  and  wb 
alas!  was  separated  from  me  too  soool — ^ 
come,  my  dear  childreo,"  cootiQaed  be, 
down,  and  I  will  give  you  a  due.  to  tl 
eveals,  which,  doubtless,  at  present,  lot 
mysterious. — 

"  It  happened  that,  on  account  of  a  duei^i 
which  I  had  the  misfortuiie  to  kiU  my  an 
gooist,  I  was  forced  to  fly  Trom  Sweden,  1 
dwell  awhile  in  Saxony,  under  tfae  title  1 
BaruQ  voD  Ruppio — the  name-  of  an  est^ 
which  my  ancestor  had  once  possessed  j 
Brandenburg.  I  entered  the  service  of  S^ 
ooy,  and  marched  into  Bohemia  under  t 
banners  of  the  Elector.  Prague  and  seven 
other  cities  were  forced,  as  you  know,  to  si 
render  to  ns. 

"  In  Kuttenberg,  whither  accident  led  i 
and  my  corps,  I  became  acquainted  with  a  1 
k>vely  female  residing  there  witb  a  relation,  and  J 
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trko,  OS  it  was  said,  was  educating  for  the  con- 
Tent.  She  was  a  niecv  of  Count  Martinilz. 
Her  father,  a  younger  brother  of  the  Count, 
and  who  died  at  an  early  age,  had  intended 
her,  from  her  birlh,  lor  the  veil.  Joanna, 
(for  so  my  wife  was  also  called,)"  continued 
he,  as  a  sigh  eaoaped  bis  breast,  "  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  amisble  creature — like  her  daughter. 
We  loved  each  other  sincerely ;  and  the  re- 
lation with  whom  Joanna  was  residing,  ap- 
prised  her  ancle,  by  letter,  of  this  attach- 
ment;— his  niece  being  subject  to  his  will. 
Perhaps  the  Count's  faith,  as  dtBertng  from 
mine,  led  him  to  oppose  our  loves; — at  ell 
evenU,  he  announced  bis  tnflexible  determi- 
nation never  to  deviate,  in  this  instance,  from 
the  declared  wishes  of  bia  deceased  brother. 

"  Why  should  I  occupy  your  atteiitioa  with 
a  relation  of  our  sufferings !  Enough — I  over- 
came Joanna's  scruples,  and  flew  with  her  to 
Koniggratz,  of  which  place  also  the  Saxons 
bad  become  masters. 

"  No  Catholic  priest  would  unite  us  in  the 
bond  of  wedlock.     Tltis  circamstaoce,  and 
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love,  which  eaaWy  produces  convictiun,  ia- 
cliaed  Joonua  tu  accept  the  liatberaii  t'ailli, 
and  we  were  tbeii  blessed  by  one  oT  tbe  maoy 
ministers  who,  formerly  driven  oat  ofBobe- 
mia,  had  now  retamed  nnder  the  protectioii 
o[  the  Saxon  anns. 

"  Bat  the  bard-pressed  Btopena-,.  from 
whom  we  had  torn  one  of  bis  6rst  domtniooi, 
tamed,  Count  Waldsteia!  to  your  triumpb- 
aot  uncle.  The  command  of  tbe  imperitl 
army  was  a^n  offered  bim;  and,  accept- 
ing  it,  be  drove  the  Saxons  out  of  tbe  counti^ 
at  every  point.  In  one  of  the  battles  I  was 
taken  priaoner,  and  sent  to  HoD^ary,  away 
from  Joanna,  whom  I  had  left  behind  in  Ko- 
niggratz — eftceinte.  When,  a  year  ailerwanl, 
I  was  exchaDged,  and  bad  taken  advantage 
of  an  opportunity  of  retttming  to  Gabemia, 
(where  I  nisbed  to  seek  my  bride,)  I  fouod  Ibe 
city  in  which  I  left  her  despoiled  both  bjr 
friend  and  foe, — in  tbe  hands  of  the  imperil 
troops, — and  of  my  wife  not  a  single 
AH  my  inquiries  were  vain — I  never  coni 
ascertain  ber  fate.    My  wife— my  cbild,  i 
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lost  to  ffle! — Relate,  dear  JuaDna,  tlio  rest!" 
said  be,  as  be  rose  suddenly,  aud,  in  order  to 
conceal  bis  agitation,  lefttbe  room. 

Scarcely  bad  he  closed  the  door,  ere  Albert 
wai  on  bis  knees  before  tbe  blushing  girl, 
wbo,  smiling  tbrough  a  gush  of  tears,  stretched 
out  her  baud  and  bade  her  lover  rise. 

We  will  draw  a  veil  over  the  pure  and 
heart-felt  extacies  that  ensued.  Tbe  rich 
treasures  of  yontb  and  love  were  possessed 
b;  both,  and  each  felt  the  other's  happiness 
ooosummated  in  bis  or  her  own. 

The  first  burst  of  feeling  subsided,  Joanna 
bethought  her  of  Count Xbnigsmark's  injuoc- 
tion,  and  proceeded  to  complete  bis  story. — 
"  As  regards  my  poor  mother,"  said  she,  "  my 
lallier  does  not  even  know  bow  she  came 
from  Koniggratz  to  Gitschiu;  but  supposes 
she  was  driven  away  b;  the  war,  aud  sought 
shelter  with  honest  Bertram  and  bis  wife, 
who  were  then  already  in  tbe  service  of  your 
nude.  It  was  here  that  tbe  delicate,  ailing, 
and  dejected  widow  of  an  Hungarian  officer, 
(for  it  was  under  this  character  she  gave  her- 
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self  out,)  resided,  in  the  greatest  retiremeot,' 
with  ber  infant.  Bertram's  wife  attended  to' 
her  comfort  with  every  possible  care,  pet-' 
ceiviog  that  deep  sorrow  was  making  fait 
ioroada  in  the  health  of  my  poor  anhappf 
mother.  Alas!  it  was  not  atone  ansie^  ai 
to  her  husband's  fate  which  prodaced  tbii 
melancholy; — it  was  remorse,  repentance— 
which  pointed  ont,  in  the  unbappiness  sh0 
endured,  the  paoishmeut  of  Heaven  for  bff 
apostacy  in  changing  her  creed,  and  for  her 
disobedieat  conduct.  Under  all  these  sn^' 
ferings — real  and  imaginary — she  saok  at 
last,  her  death  bein^  doubtless  hastened  alw: 
by  the  unhappy  nature  of  the  times ;  and  sbt 
expired  in  the  arms  of  my  good  foster-parent^' 
to  whom  on  her  death-bed  she  confessed  bet' 
rank  and  the  name  of  her  basband,  making 
them  swear  to  maintain  me  as  their  own- 
never  to  meutioQ  the  discovery  she  then  mads 
— and,  edncatiDg  me  in  their  owQ  creed,  to' 
keep  me  far  Irom  rank  and  riches.  Bertram  bu' 
faithfu My  performed  tbepromise;  and  notbiog 
but  ray  imminent  danger — aggravated  by  thtf' 
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horrible  thought  that  m^  own  father  might 
uDcansciousiy  siga  my  death-warrant  —  de- 
termined him — no  other  means  presenting 
themselves — to  basteo  to  Leipsic,  aad  there, 
without  further  delay,  discover  to  Count 
Kbnigsmark  his  important  secret. 

"  The  effect  and  result  of  this  intelligence 
may  be  naturally  imagiaed.  No  time  was 
lost  io  making  every  possible  search  for  me — 
but,  dear  Albert  1  you  had,  in  your  kindness 
and  regard  for  my  safety,  placed  me  in  too 
secure  an  asylum  to  allow  of  their  easily  find- 
ing me  out;  nor  was  it  until  some  time  had 
elapsed  that  they  succeeded  in  so  doing.  At 
length,  however.and  but  two  dayssince,  Ber- 
tram discovered  my  plac«  of  refuge ;  on  his 
appearing  at  which,  the  manner  of  the  good 
old  man  betrayed  so  much  agitation,  as  well 
as  pleasure,  that  I  was  at  first  at  a  loss  what 
to  make  of  bim,  and  feared  that  the  joy  of 
seeing  me  again  had  perhaps  touched  bis 
brain.  My  father  had  prohibited  him  from 
entering  fully  into  explanation,  having  alill 
some  natural  misgivings,   which  he  was  de- 
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sirous  first  to  satisP;. — These,  however,  seen 
to  have  vanished  at  once,  on  my  iatrodactioti 
to  bim — the  other  proofs  being  trinmpbaDtlj 
confirtned  by  my  close  resemblance  botb  to 
my  poor  mother  and  to  himself." 

"Ah!  the  portrait!"  intermpted  Albert: 
"  now  I  conceive  all. — But  how  did  it  come 
into  yoar  possession  ?" 

"  I  Tonnd  it  oace  accidentally  among  otbef 
trinkets  and  relics  of  my  foster-mother,  long 
afler  her  death.  Ad  auburn  ringlet  was  Ijing 
near  it,  and  one  or  two  letters  also,  the  con- 
tents whereof  spoke  of  some  tender  but  un- 
happy connexion,  in  which  the  possessor 
once  stood.  I  showed  these  things  to  Bef* 
tram,  who  was  struck  with  surprise  and  veis- 
lion,  and  making  some  hasty  allusion  to  tke 
matter,  reqaested  me  never  to  mention  it 
Nevertheless,  f  retained  the  portrait,  which, 
I  knew  not  why,  I  never  could  regard  without 
the  deepest  emotion,  and  thus  you  oncefoarrf 
it  in  my  hand," 

"  Ay;  causing  me  iuquietade  enongb  !" 
"  Seriously '"   iuqaired   Joaoaa,  smilingj 
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ttai  she  was  on  the  poiot  oTaddiDg  something 
more,  when  Count  Kbnigsmark  re-entered. 

"  Weil,  children,"  exclaimed  be,  "  I  have, 
though  uninleationally,  given  yuu  opportu- 
nity for  a  long  tete-i-tete. — Your  aunt,  my 
dear  Joanna,  the  Countess  Martiaitz,  is  just 
arrived  with  her  two  daughters  ;  go  to  them, 
and  conduct  them  to  the  banqueting-rooni. 
Yon,  Sir,  will  accompany  me." 

Waldstein  ardently  kissed  Joanna's  hand, 
and  seizing  that  of  her  father,  was  abont 
(though  scarcely  able)  to  speak ;  but  the  Ge- 
neral prevented  him,  saying — "  Master  yonr 
emotioD,  Count  Waldstein  !  I  will  not  affect 
to  misunderstand  it.  T  know  all  that  has 
passed,  and  consider  your  claimon  my  daugh- 
ter's hand  too  sacred  to  allow  me  for  one  mo- 
ment to  think  of  withholding  it." 

At  these  words  both  sank  at  his  feet,  and 
the  happy  father  laid  his  bands  npou  their 
heads  and  blessed  them  ;  which  done,  he  said 
hastily, — "  Bnt  now,  come,  we  are  waited 
for."  They  accordingly  separated,  and  Wald- 
stein had  scarcely  re-appeared  in  the  saloon 
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with  Konigstnark,  ere  be  beheld  Father  Pla- 
chy  and  Wnlden,  toward  whom  be  harried, 
and,  tilled  with  delight,  briefly  unfolded  to 
them  what  bad  passed.  Leopold  eagerly 
congratulated  his  frieDd,  having  alreadjr  taken 
a  strong  iDterext  in  the  whole  aflair :  wbilit 
Plachy  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine  bow  bis  pupil 
had  contrived  to  keep  his  liaistyi  secret  froni 
him,  believing  that,  as  bis  more  experienced 
friend,  he  knew  all  that  passed  within  Albert's 
breast. 

The  folding-doors  now  flew  open,  and  tbe 
ladies  appeared,  Joanna  being  led  forward 
by  the  Countess  Martinitz,  her  aunt.  Wol- 
den  knew  her  at  once  in  her  new  brilliancy j 
Imt  Plachy  vainly  endeavoured  to  recognize, 
in  the  tnumphant-looking  beauty  before  him, . 
tbe  daoghfer  of Watdstein's  steward.  During 
the  banquet,  and  alter  the  healths  of  tbe  higb 
personages  who  bad  taken  a  share  in  tbe  woil 
of  peace  (as  well  as  of  those  present)  had 
been  drunk,  the  approaching  union  of  Couat 
Waldstein  with  tbe  daughter  of  General  Ki>- 
nigsmark  and  niece   of  tbe  Upper^BurgraiE 
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was  made  knuwn,  whereupon  a  sbuut  o\'  uoii- 
gxatulation  arose  on  every  side. 

It  was  on  the  evcaiog  of  this  day  that,  at 
the  castle  orTroy,  the  Baroo,  his  lady,  and 
Madame  Berka,  were  assembled  at  table,  con- 
versing upon  the  happy  change  which  the  last 
lew  days  had  produced  — whilst  Helen,  seated 
at  a  distant  corner  of  tlie  room,  was,  or  pre- 
tended to  be,  occopied  in  reading.  All  dis- 
cussion upon  (his  subject  wonnded  her  feel- 
ings ; — since  the  last  meeting  with  Waldstein, 
which  had  tarned  out  »o  unsatisfactorily,  her 
disposition  had  been  (hat  of  settled  gloom. 

A  friend  of  the  lamily  was  annonnced,  who, 
as  it  appeared,  bad  been  at  the  palace,  and 
gave  a  full  account  of  atl  that  had  passed 
there  during  the  day.  Be  was  listened  to 
with  astonish ment;  whilst  Helen  sal  strudi, 
as  it  were,  by  a  thanderbolt.     She  would  not, 

for  awhile,  yield  credit  to  what  she  heart) 

Ml  iocunceivable,  so  almost  incredible,  wer« 
tb«  tidings.  Trembling,  she  foand  that  the 
bumble  steward's  daughter,  who  bad  veatnred 
ber  tife  fur  WaldsUtn,  had  long  been  lored 
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b;  Lini :  that  Le  it  was  wLo  bad  rescued  ber 
ntid  that  a  wuiiderful  chain  of  circumstancfi 
had  at  lenglli  developed  her  birtb  aod  rank, 

When  every  thing  was  explained,  and  H, 
doubt  longer  remained,  Helen  was  about  t6 
withdraw,  in  order  to  conceal  from  the  ejct, 
of  her  relations  the  effect  this  news  had  upoa' 
her.     She  arose — adranced  a  few  paces  to- 
ward the  door — and  then  sank  fainting  upoD 
the  ground.     The  noise  of  her  fal  I  roused  die 
attention  of  the  others,  who  hastened  to  ber 
assistance,  and  she  was  led   to  ber  chamber. 
A  serious   illness    followed,    against   whii 
however,  she  struggled  6nn1y  ;   and  ha< 
conquered  her  bodilyinBrmity.she  determii 
not  to  be  present  in  Prague,  or  even  in  its 
cinily,  on  the  day  that  should  see  tbe  unioa' 
f  .Waldstein  and  Joanna.     She  declared  to 
friends,  that,  after  the  death  of  her  lover, 
'  his  position  toward  the  Praguese,  she  shi 
onlv   have  an  unpleasant    character   to  pli 
and   insisted  upon  leaving  the  place, 
relations  gave  way,  and  variotu  propositi 
were  her  for  her  repair  to  Vienna 
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to  RegeDsburg;.  She,  however,  would  not 
agree  to  go  ioto  any  Catbolic  coualry,  and  it 
was  DOW  plainly  perceived,  that  her  lover's 
creed  was  also  her's.  She  wrote  to  a  friend 
who  resided  at  Dresden  ;  and  upon  receiving 
ao  answer,  departed,  iiccompaDied  by  her 
mother,  who  would  not  quit  her  afflicted  child, 
to  that  city. 

CountKbnigsniark  only  remained  atPrague 
long  enough  to  see  his  beloved  daughter 
united  \o  Waldstein,  after  which  event  he 
departed  tor  his  native  coantry,  Sweden, 
with  a  promise,  however,  from  them  both  of 
shortly  visiting  him  at  Stockholm — a  promise 
which  circumstances  prevented  their  keeping 
until  two  years  after,  when  Ihey  look  with 
them  their  first  pledge  of  love,  which  they 
placed  in  the  arms  of  the  happy  grandfather. 

To  their  great  astonishment,  they  found 
Helen  von  Berka,  on  their  arrival  at  Stock- 
holm, the  wife  of  an  aged  nobleman  of  high 
rank,  though  at  the  same  lime  (as  scandalous 
stories  circulated)  in  high  favor  with  her  old 
Acquaintance  the   Palatine.     At  all   events, 
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she  had  planned  deeply  into  the  fashion  and 
dissipation  of  tbc  Swedish  capital,  vbereio 
she  was  a  reigning  beauty, — and  affected 
scarcely  to  recognise  her  former  friends. 

Waldstein  usually  resided  with  Lis  beloved 
Joanna  on  his  country  estates;  the  winter, 
however,  he  passed  in  his  palace  at  Prapt, 
which  had  again  become  dear  to  him,  aod 
where  both  attended  to  the  comforts  of  the 
venerable  steward,  whom  they  equally  re- 
garded with  affection, 

Wnlden,  delighted  with  his  friend's  happi- 
ness, at  last  resolved  to  follow  his  example,  and 
renounce  his  liberty  for  the  sake  of  hia  family 
name. — Father  Plachy,  together  with  tbs 
stodenta,  returned  their  arms  and  colors,  in 
warlike  pomp,  to  the  spot  whence  they  were 
taken  ;  and  he  returned  to  his  former  mild 
and  retired  duties.  He  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  blessing  the  nuptials  of  his  beloved  pupil 
at  the  altar,  for  from  no  other  hand  would 
Albert  receive  the  confirmation  of  his  greatest 
happiness  on  eartfa,  but  from  that  of  bit 
second  father,  who  to  the   last  remained 
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faithful  friend  and  adviser  of  the  House  of 
Wald  stein. 

Shortly  after  our  hero's  unioD,  the  Emperor 
Ferdinand  paid  a  visit  to  Prague.  Kich 
gifts,  promotions,  privileges,  and  other  im- 
periul  benefits,  rewarded  the  fidelity  and 
courageof  his  true  Praguese,  and  a  splendid 
pillar  was  erected  in  honour  of  their  defence 
of  the  town.  A  hundred  years  subsequently, 
when  all  traces  of  this  unhappy  period  had 
long  vanished,  and  the  descendants  of  those 
who  Jived  at  that  time,  had  saccecded  to  and 
resided  on  the  spots  where  their  ancestors  had 
fought  and  conquered,  a  grand  procession 
was  formed,  in  grateful  remi  :ii'>r.iDCe  of  the 
patriotic  band,  on  which  occasion  were  car- 
ried, and  shown  all  round,  the  helmet,  sword, 
and  gauntlets  of  the  pious  and  brave  Father 
Plachy. 


THE    END. 
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